Detailed Strategic Planning on Haida Gwaii

Welcome! e purpose othis open house is for
the Council of the Haida Nation and the Province of British
Columbiato report the progress of Protected Area planning
and Detailed Strategic Plannirtg the public of Haida Gwaii.
This summary is focged on Detailed Strategic Planning.

STRATEGIC LAND UBENNING

Land Use Planning started on Haida Gwaii back in the
fall of 2003, when the CHN and the Province began a process
to engage communities and interest-holders on Haida Gwaii.
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participants identified the wants and needs of communities,
government, organization and businesses. In 2004, at the
Community Planning Forum, the CHN presented the Haida
Land Use Vision. This document was adopted by the Forum
and became the foundation for the Strategic Land Use
Agreement.

In December 2007, the Council of the Haida Nation
and the Province of BC signed a Strategic Land Use
Agreement (SLUA) for Haida Gwaii. The Agreement
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cultural and spiritual areas. The Agreement also prompted
the creation of a Joint Management Team and two Joint
Technical Teams which were formed to implement the
management objectives in the Agreement.

DETAILED STRATEGIENMNING

A series of cultural, aquatic, biodiversity, wildlife and
economic values were agreed to by both Governments to be
protected and/or managed sustainably. Ecosystem Based
Management (EBM) is the method for ensuring these values
are sustained. On Haida Gwaii, EBM means managing our
activities to ensure the co-existence of healthy, fully
functioning ecosystems and human communities.

Detailed Strategic Planning is a process by which
both Governments gather inventories of EBM values, define
legal measures for sustaining those values while ensuring that
economic opportunities are maintained.

Cultural Values

Many cultural values have been identified for
protection and sustainable management. Some of these
values may have special designations for long-term
management; others will have legal objectives to ensure
sustainable management of the value.

Objectives for cultural values include:

Haida Traditional forest resources and Traditional Heritage
features. These include a range of protective measures for
things like traditional plants, heritage trails or raised beach
sites.
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Monumental Cedars are large diameter Red and Yellow cedar
that are used for cultural uses. A sufficient quantity and
quality for present and future use will be retained across
Haida Gwaii.

Western yew, Western Red and Yellow cedar. These trees will
be made available for present and future cultural use through
special management areas and existing harvest areas.
Culturally Modified Trees. These are the sacred work sites of
Haida ancestors and will be preserved under EBM.

A Culturally Modified Red cedar and
Aquatic Habitats

Aquatic habitats are associated with high
biodiversity and dynamic ecosystems. Functional aquatic
habitats are important for fish, water quality and a host of
species dependant on these naturally rich areas.
Objectives for aquatic habitats include:
Water quality and quantity. Under this objective, sensitive
watersheds are identified and the amount of logging cannot
exceed a specified limit.
High Value Fish Habitat. Areas up to two tree lengths wide
will be reserved around most low gradient fish-bearing
streams and rivers.
Non High Value Fish Habitat. Areas up to one and a half tree
lengths will be reserved around smaller and higher gradient
fish bearing streams.
Active Fluvial Units. ¢ KSaS | N3 3ISYySNI ff &
confined by concise streambanks and include floodplain
areas. The perimeter forests around these features will be
reserved by up to 1 % tree lengths.
Upland Streams. Up to 70% of these non-fish bearing
headwaters need to have functional riparian forest.
Forested Swamps. These are very rich forest sites with
standing water (Spruce/Red Cedar Skunk Cabbage
associations). The perimeter forests around these features
will be reserved by up to 1% tree lengths.
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Biodiversity

Biodiversity is the diversity of plants, animals and
other living organisms in all their forms. Protected areas
provide some of the necessary protection, while other

reserves and management objectives provide the remainder.

Objectives for biodiversity values include:
Common old forest ecosystems. 30% of these sites will be

maintained as old forest.
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Common old forest ecosystem
Rare old forest ecosystems. 70% of the area of rare
ecosystems will be maintained in old forest condition
Red-listed plant communities. These are rare and sensitive
sites such as those found on active floodplains.
Blue-listed plant communities. These are sensitive
communities that are of special concern and will be afforded
some degree of protection.
Wildlife

Five wildlife species have been identified for special
protection based on their cultural importance or rarity.
Black Bear. Denning sites will be protected with 1 hectare
windfirm buffers.
Marbled Murrelet habitat. A proportion of high quality
Murrelet nesting habitat will be protected.
Northern Goshawk nest sites. These sites will be protected
with 200 hectare reserves.
Blue Heron nest sites. These sites will be protected with
reserves up to 100 hectares.

Saw Whet Owl habitat. A proportion of high quality Saw Whet
Owl habitat will be protected. Currently 13 sites have been
identified for special management.
Economy

Both governments have agreed that conservation of
these values must be met while at the same time maintaining
future economic timber harvesting opportunities. Part of
planning will include - WG A Y6 SNJ & dzLJLJ &
achievement of an initial harvest opportunity of at least 800
OOOma/year. Results from this analysis may inform a need to
refine EBM protection measures.
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Retention harvest on Haida Gwaii.

Detailed Strategic Planning will continue until
December 2009. Planning at the watershed scale will use
what inventoried values are available and embed
management objectives in a series of legal orders that will be
open to public review in mid-2009.

Thank you for your interest and for coming out!
Other open houses will be held in June 2009.

For more information please contact:

Bill Beldessi at 250-626-5252

Council of the Haida Nation Website
www.haidanation.ca

Province of BC
http://ilmbwww.gov.bc.ca/slrp/Irmp/nanaimo/qci/
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