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Haida Nation Rejects Northern Gateway Decision
“We will uphold our responsibilities and Haida laws to protect our territory,” said President of the
Haida Nation, Kil tlaats’gaa, Peter Lantin. “We will not allow the Northern Gateway tanker and
pipeline project to proceed.”
The Haida Nation is rooted in 10,000 years of co-existence with Haida Gwaii and holds unceded
Title and Rights to the marine area proposed for the tanker routes.
The Haida Nation has opposed the project since its announcement in 2005. Northern Gateway’s
safety record, the potential of an oil spill and increased tanker traffic threaten the environment that
is the basis of a healthy economy.
“We will take our fight to the land, sea and courts to uphold and protect Haida territory, and to
ensure clean water, clean air, and a healthy way of life for future generations,” he said.
Harper’s decision to approve the project is based in part, on an 18-month Joint Review Panel
process that many saw as fundamentally flawed.
“Our people, along with First Nations, municipalities and people from across BC have said ‘no’
to this project,” said Kil tlaats ’gaa. “We will not stand aside and allow corporate and foreign
interests to irreparably harm the environment, our cultures, and our way of life.”
“The Haida Nation has a unique legal position, with the Supreme Court of Canada recognizing
the strength of the Haida Title case. Over the last 25 years the Haida, Canada and BC have successfully implemented reconciliation to manage the globally significant Haida Gwaii ecosystem,”
said Haida Nation legal counsel, Terri-Lynn Williams-Davidson.
“Harper’s decision is just plain wrong and not in the ‘National Interest’ as claimed,” said
Kil tlaats ’gaa. “Reconciliation with the Haida Nation is in the national interest.”
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