
Nisga’a 202,000 ha = 8.4% of 
2,400,00 ha territory 

Maa Nulth 26,540 ha = 8.1% of 
327,000 ha territory

Silammon 7,907 ha

Tsawwassen 724 ha

BC Crown Offer (2005)
200,000 ha = 20% of Haida Gwaii (HG)

Haida “Indian Reserves”
1,600 ha = 0.16 % of HG

Treaty Cap
50,000 ha = 5% of HG (5% of a territory was provincial policy)

Eco-system based forestry and other
419,000 = 41.9%

All of Haida Gwaii = 1,000,000 ha (100%)

Protected Areas

514,000 ha = 51.4%

Streamside 
Protection

67,000 ha = 6.7%

The HAIDA GWAII LAND USE PLAN compared to other offers and settlements
Please Note: the Island map is in proportion to the boxes 
used to illustrate the offers and settlements.
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Provincial offers to Haida Nation

MEASURING UP 

Other Nation Settlements

When we hear news about treaties and 
court rulings, sometimes it's hard to visual-
ize the scale relative to Haida Gwaii. Some 
of us still think in square miles, some might 
be able to imagine square kilometers, and 
some might even understand acres. 

In forestry, a number of trees in a given 
area is often described as a certain ‘volume’ 
and then the same area of land that they 
are growing in is described as hectares and 
presented as (ha). Hectares has become 
the most commonly used measure of lands.

Hectares is good, and easy because Haida 
Gwaii is a nice even 1,000,000 ha, or one 
million hectares, and when you combine the 
protected areas such as Gwaii Haanas, 
Naikoon, and the areas more recently 

protected, like Duu Guusd, it makes up 
about half of the Islands or 500,000 ha.

The protected areas are there so that 
following generations will still be able to 
enjoy the land and culture.

Our people have not taken a stance to 
stop logging, rather that some parts of 
the islands should never be logged. 

Where there will be logging, it will be 
done responsibly, taking into account our 
culture which includes the well-being of 
the natural world. It will also be at a rate 
of about one third of what it was two 
decades ago, and it will be done with 
regard to salmon streams, medicine, 
cedar, and bird nesting.

And so, when looking at the chart above, 
remember that a few years ago there 
was no land planning except that every 
marketable tree was to be cut down. 
Recently, the BC Crown stood in front of 
the Supreme Court of Canada arguing 
that we had no interest in the land that 
needed to be considered.

We are not making any judgement on the 
Treaties that have been made, this chart 
is solely in the interest of giving you an 
idea of what is going on in relation to our 
own land. 


