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PLEASE NOTE:
The spelling of Haida words in 

Haida Laas references the orthography 
used by the Skidegate Haida 

Immersion Program.

Canadian Geographic magazine 
may be publishing a story fo-
cusing on Haida Gwaii’s monu-
mental cedar in its’ March/April, 
2007 issue. Gerry Johnson, Man-
ager of the Haida Heritage and 
Forest Guardians Program, sent 
us a heads up, so keep your eyes 
trained on magazine racks early 
next spring. Photographer Farah 

Nosh worked with  the Haida 
Heritage and Forest Guardians to 
capture images of Haida Gwaii’s 
forests. The magazine is pub-
lished 6 times a year and focuses 
on the people and geography of 
Canada. Canadian Geographic’s 
website address is www.canadi-
angeographic.ca. • 

DID YOU KNOW THAT... 

Haida Laas,
We, in the Haida Laas and 
Gowgaia office, are ready for 
the holidays. The finishing 
touches have been put on this 
issue of the Newsletter, and 
we’ve decorated and re-deco-
rated our storefront office win-
dow eleven times.

At first, the idea of decorating 
the window didn’t enter my mind 
-  call me a humbug but I was 
too busy with other stuff.  How-
ever, somewhere along the line 
something snapped and threw 
me into a frenzy of creativity, 
which consisted almost entirely 
of me nagging Simon to come 
up with a really good decorating 
design.  Soon he was winding 
tinsel around anything that stood 
still; covering up half of the of-
fice window with a large sheet 
of red Dollar-Store wrapping 
paper; and emblazoning the top 
of the window with a lone strand 
of blinking white lights.  On the 
opposite half of the window, 
which had no wrapping paper 
scotch-taped to it, Simon paint-
ed the words, “THE PERFECT 
GIFT!”, in small, unobtrusive 
letters, and a trail of tiny arrows 
that led to the gift-wrapped side.  
The idea was to make people 

wonder what was behind the red 
paper, and come into the Haida 
Laas half of the office to take a 
gander at the one retail item we 
have for sale. 

I got myself organized with a 
CHN receipt book, waited for 
2 days for the crowds to come, 
and nothing happened.  I did, 
though, notice a steady stream 
of people making their way 
through the doors of ‘On the 
Rock’ - a sizeable, way-trendy 
retail store located directly 
across from our office in Queen 
Charlotte - to do their Holiday 
Season shopping.  I figured my 
lack of customers probably had 
something to do with the fact 
that ‘On the Rock’ has more 
than one gift item for sale. I also 
suspected that the huge portrait 

Haida Laas editorial cont’d page �5

Editorial
Amanda Reid-Stevens



December 2006

3

It was a packed Queen Charlotte hall for the signing of the protocol agreement between the 
Council of the Haida Nation and the Village of Queen Charlotte. People attended from all 
Island communities.

Ed Simeon of Old 
Massett passed away 

October, 2006. 

Joe Wilson of Skidegate 
passed away November, 2006.

The CHN extends its deepest 
sympathies to the families of 

Ed and Joe.

In Remembrance

The CHN, Old Massett Village 
Council and Skidegate Band 
Council holding their respective 
elections closer together is an idea 
under discussion by all 3 Councils. 
This would reduce complications 
that can arise from elections of the 
Councils taking place at different 
times throughout respective elec-
tion years. As it now stands, CHN 
elections are held every second 
year, normally in November; Old 
Massett Village Council elections 
are held annually in December; 
and Skidegate Band Council elec-
tions are held in January every 
second year. 

When Band Councillors aren’t re-
elected or don’t run again for office, 
it results in these people not being 
able to complete their terms with 
the CHN and/or on CHN Commit-
tees, which can impact project and 
work deadlines. There is also a 4 to 
6 month transition period follow-

During the evening of November 
2l, 2006, in a packed Queen Char-
lotte Community Hall, a Protocol 
Agreement between the Coun-
cil of the Haida Nation and the 
Village of Queen Charlotte was 
signed by Mayor Carol Kulesha 
and Guujaaw, President, Council 
of the Haida Nation. 

The hall was teeming with commu-
nity members, Hereditary Chiefs, El-
ders, neighbours, longtime friends, 
and guests who came to witness the 
event, partake in a sumptuous feast, 
and enjoy Haida dance performanc-
es by the Hl Taaxuulang Guud Ad 
K’aaju group of Skidegate. 

John Farrell and Nika Collison were 
co-MCs and did a fine job keeping 
things hopping. And in between 
congratulatory speeches made by 
elected community and hereditary 
leaders, some good-natured ban-
tering took place between Mayor 
Kulesha and Guujaaw, which added 
to the relaxed atmosphere and true 
enjoyment of the celebration.

The Village of Queen Charlotte 
follows New Masset, Port Cle-
ments, and Regional District Area 
D in signing a Protocol Agreement 
with the CHN. These Agreements 
open up avenues for the CHN and 
communities to work together to-
ward resolution of environmental 
and economic issues that affect all 
people of the Islands. The Protocol 
Agreements also create the opportu-
nity for discussion about topics such 
as the Title Case, land use planning, 
and Islands’ governance. •

PROTOCOL SIGNED 
with VILLAGE of 
QUEEN CHARLOTTE

ing Band Council elections during 
which new Band Councils make ap-
pointments to a number of commit-
tees, inclusive of CHN committees, 
and this can leave the CHN waiting 
for the appointments to be made. Re-
aligning elections could help resolve 
these concerns. •

LINING UP ELECTIONS

d
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DEFINING THE HAIDA WARRIOR 
When Vice-President, Arnie Bellis stands up in a meeting, we know 
there are two things that are almost always on his agenda: The first is 
the Haida Constitution and how we can use it in our day-to-day affairs. 
Secondly, Arnie talks about what it means to be a Haida warrior. In this 
day and age of gangsta rap, contact basketball, and video games featuring 
gun-toting smurfs, what does it mean? Here in the pages of Haida Laas 
Arnie spells it out and invites people to add their definitions to his:
 
Roles, Responsibilities and Duties of a Haida Warrior
By Arnie Bellis
A Haida warrior:
• strives to be all they can be;
• provides without harming nature;
• is respectful and learns the art of diplomacy;
• protects his/her family, community and nation by being proactive, 
   patient, versatile and never quitting;
• shares and does not inhibit others: It is better to teach someone to fish  
  than to give a fish;
• understands that in all the varying battle fields of modern day, a 
  warrior is brave but not foolhardy, observant, calm, prepared, able to  
  listen to constructive criticism, and operates with ethics;
• A Haida warrior always behaves with integrity.

Delores Churchill the Haida mas-
ter-weaver who, earlier this year, 
was awarded a National Endow-
ment for the Arts Fellowship and 
a $20,000 prize, has won a sec-
ond prestigious award and grant! 
In mid-November, she received 
the 2006 Rasmuson Foundation                                            
Distinguished Artist Award in      
recognition of her lifelong achieve-
ments in the arts. 

The award includes a $25,000 grant, 
which Delores intends to use to help 
complete the book she is writing. 
Below is an excerpt from the Ras-
muson Foundation press release on 
the award:

Distinguished Artist recipient Chur-
chill, who lives in Ketchikan, Alaska, 

DELORES CHURCHILL WINS ANOTHER AWARD 
learned to weave from her moth-
er,   Selina Peratrovich, at a time 
when there were few Haida weav-
ers. She also studied Tlingit basket-
ry with Esther Littlefield and Annie                               
Jacobs; Tsimshian basketry with Flo-
ra Mather; Aleut basketry with Agnes 
Thompson; birch bark basketry with 
Belle Deacon; Chilkat weaving with 
Jennie Thlunaut; and Chilkat apron 
and geometric robe weaving with 
Cheryl Samuel.

Over the last 30 years, Churchill has 
generously devoted her time to con-
tinuing the weaving traditions of her 
Haida heritage. She has also learned 
the cedar bark and spruce root weaving 
practices of the Tsimshian and Tlingit 
cultures and Chilkat and Ravenstail 
weaving. As one panelist comment-

ed, “She has been a teacher for all of 
Southeast Alaska, sacrificing her time 
to instruct others, ensuring that these 
endangered arts are preserved. She is 
an inspiration to all who know her, a 
true culture bearer.”

Churchill has spent an incredible 
amount of time researching museum 
collections throughout the world, uti-
lizing those resources, and sharing 
that knowledge with other weavers 
and the museum community. As rem-
nants of baskets and older weaving 
examples turn up in Alaska, she has 
been a valuable advisor to museum 
curators and anthropologists.

In addition to receiving the National 
Heritage Fellowship Award from the 
National Endowment of the Arts in 
2006, Churchill’s honors include the 
Governor’s Award for the Arts; The 
Lisle Fellowship in Guadalajara, 
Mexico; the Connie Boochever Fel-
lowship; and the National Endow-
ment for the Arts Creative Artists 
Residencies in Hull, Quebec. She also 
received an Alaska State Legislative 
Award in recognition of her commit-
ment to Native art.

The Individual Artist Award is a pro-
gram of the Arts and Culture Initia-
tive, a ten-year $20 million invest-
ment to increase the impact of arts in 
Alaska. The awards are intended to 
provide artists with the resources to 
concentrate and reflect on their work, 
to immerse themselves in a creative 
endeavor, and to experiment, explore, 
and develop their artistry more fully. 

Congratulations for the second time 
in as many months, Delores! •
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jewelers themselves are still evolving, 
transforming traditional crafts into a 
body of art that is now among the fin-
est ever created. 

What Comes Naturally

In Seattle there was an art show at the 
Daybreak Star Indian Cultural Cen-
ter featuring Haida artist Bruce Cook 
and artist Anna Hoover. Titled What 
Comes Naturally it was held on No-
vember 12th. When I emailed Bruce 
to congratulate him, he said he was 
pretty busy and had a total of three 
shows coming up. Our artists are all 
very busy!

AROUND TOWN
Vancouver Regional is busy planning 
the Christmas Feast for our Haida 
people living in the city. It will be held 
on December 22, 2006 at the Friend-
ship Center at 5:00 pm. We will be 
having ceremony at this Feast, with 
an adoption as well as a delegation of 
Godparents. 

If people want to register, please con-
tact Goot-Ges (Patrika) 778.329.3601 
or Sandra 604.732.4213. All Haida in 
the area are welcome to attend. We 
have been asking for donations and 
have a couple fund-raising activities 
coming up.

Raffle

A raffle is just getting underway. First 
prize is a beautiful woven cedar hat 
donated by Terry Russ; 2nd prize is a 
Child’s Raven Vest donated by Joanne 
Edenshaw; and 3rd prize is a beautiful 
book from the Raven Traveling exhi-
bition donated by Vince Collison. 

Urban Haida Drummers

The Urban Haida Drummers have 
been practicing weekly at the Friend-

The highlight of this year was, by 
far, the Vancouver Art Gallery ex-
hibit Raven Traveling, showcasing 
Haida art going back two centuries 
and up to contemporary day. 

The show went from June to October 
2006. The excellent thing was that 
there was Haida involvement in this 
show from beginning to end. The art-
work was fabulous and diverse with 
carvings of wood, slate, gold, silver, 
bone; weavings; paintings; clothing 
and regalia. It was a show that made 
you proud of your ancestors and also 
our contemporary artists. 

They had wonderful opening and 
closing ceremonies and a book has 
been produced that highlights the ex-
hibits and includes a number of essays 
by Haida people. Congratulations to 
Vince Collison who was a curator 
of this show and to the Repatriation 
Group for helping with the set up. 

Totems to Turquoise

On the heels of this show is another 
show that has Haida artwork. It is 
Totems To Turquoise - Native North 
American Jewellery Arts of the 
Northwest and Southwest exhibit at 
the Planetarium here in Vancouver. 

It is an astonishing celebration of 
Native American jewelry with all its 
roots, beauty and power. With over 
500 individual pieces, the exhibition 
honours thousands of years of culture 
and experience – much of it the expe-
rience of the coastal peoples of Brit-
ish Columbia. You can see how tech-
niques, materials, styles – even Native 

Vancouver Regional News 

ship Centre in the Recreation Room. 
We are preparing for an official “com-
ing out” for our group in May 2007. 
More news on this, to follow.

Howa

A BIG Howaa to ALL the wonder-
ful people who are donating and vol-
unteering this year. I’ll do a write-            
up acknowledging all donations and 
volunteers for the next issue of the 
Haida Laas Newsletter.  There is a lot 
more happening in Vancouver, includ-
ing special events, and I encourage 
people to let me know if they want 
anything covered. • 

PS

The fund-raising event last Friday 
went really well. After expenses we 
raised $743.00.  Half is going to the 
urban Haida dancegroup and half to-
wards the Christmas party. Thanks to 
everyone that contributed and sup-
ported this fund-raiser! •

ROOTS, BEAUTY and POWER are 
TOUCHSTONES at TOTEMS TO TURQUOISE

Work by Bruce Cook, Seattle.

by TulGatAt, Sandra Greene
Vancouver Representative, CHN
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Groovy Gift Idea 
If you’re looking for a timeless, humdinger of 
a gift to give someone during the Holiday Sea-
son, consider picking up a reprint of John R. 
Swanton’s Contributions to the Ethnology of 
the Haida. This hardcover book is available at:
• Council of the Haida Nation’s Office,   
   Skidegate
• Haida Tribal Society’s Office, Old Massett
• Haida Laas/Gowgaia Office, Queen Charlotte
For a donation of $100 to the CHN, you’ll be 
given a book in return. Net proceeds go toward 
the Title Case. 

Resolution: Haida Fisheries Guard-
ians are to assume their duties and re-
sponsibilities as officers of the Haida 
Nation, with clear authority to enforce 
rules and regulations of the CHN.
 
Resolution: The House of Assembly 
will hold a Constitutional Assembly 
on March 28, 2007 in Skidegate and 
March 29, 2007 in Old Massett.
 
Resolution: The importance of com-
pleting the mapping and the identifi-
cation and documentation of Haida 
names to rivers, mountains, villages 
and other areas were recognized.
 
Resolution: Previously, the CHN had 
allocated $1-million to build a fleet of 
boats for harvesting marine resources 

A Resolution is a decision to do or not to do something. It is also an                 
expression or intention agreed on by a legislative body, typically after    
taking a vote. 

At the past House of Assembly, 11 Resolutions were debated and passed. 
Citizens can propose resolutions at any HoA. A resolution usually address-
es policy or legislation. Once at the HoA, they are voted on and if passed by 
three-quarters of those present they become binding upon the CHN.
 
Resolutions are often written in language that is quite formal.  We’ve 
therefore summarized the major resolutions made at this year’s Assembly, 
due to space limitations and for easier reading:

RESOLUTIONS PASSED at the HOUSE of ASSEMBLY

surrounding Haida Gwaii. The CHN 
has now been directed to begin a 
comprehensive business plan for the 
development, construction, manage-
ment and operation of the boats.
 
Resolution: The Haida Accord states: 
“to protect Haida Culture and heri-
tage while providing for the econom-
ic needs of our people”. A resolution 
was passed to provide more monitor-
ing jobs of beaches, village sites and 
the surrounding waters. This is to en-
sure the long-term ecological health 
of Haida Gwaii as well as meeting the 
economic needs of our people.
 
Resolution (two combined): The 
Haida Accord states: “to protect Haida 
culture and heritage while providing 

economic needs to our people”. A 
resolution in the spirit of that clause 
was passed to encourage people to 
go out and occupy old villages, riv-
ers, and Haida territories. Another 
resolution using the same statement 
from the Accord directed the CHN to 
develop a sports fishing lodge action 
plan which will ensure that all fishing 
lodges floating or on land that do not 
abide by CHN regulations will be re-
moved from Haida Gwaii.
 
Resolution: Fishing lodges spilling 
toxic material into the ocean was dis-
cussed at the HoA. To address the is-
sue, CHN will work with the Depart-
ment of Fishies and Oceans to develop 
laws to protect the waters.
 
Resolution: The Haida Language Au-
thorities, in both Old Massett and Ski-
degate, were given the full political 
support of the CHN. And the Haida 
Language Authorities were asked to 
help guide the CHN political bodies 
when needed. It was also acknowl-
edged that the Elders knowledge of 
the language and history is critical to 
the Title Case.
 
Resolution: The CHN Archaeology 
Committee will work with the Haida 
Repatriation Committies to gather 
and return all cultural materials and 
archaeologists reports. The CHN 
will also develop legislation to pro-
tect gathered cultural materials and 
prehistoric village sites that have not 
been surveyed. •
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On November 16, the Skidegate 
Band Council and staff held their 
Annual Open House at the George 
Brown Recreation Hall. 

The hall was close to bursting at the 
seams with 20 information booths set 
up, approximately 350 folks in atten-
dance, and lots of good comfort-food 
and beverages available to sustain ev-
eryone throughout the afternoon and 
evening. Vivid imaginations and no 
little creativity went into the decora-
tion of the booths, and the selection of 
information packages, pamphlets, and 
booklets made available was impres-
sive and appreciated. 

Band staff and Councillors were 
cheerful as they helpfully answered 
questions and assisted community 
members to understand as many as-
pects of the Village programs and 
projects as possible. Copies of 16-
page document entitled ‘Skidegate 
Band Council Community Report’, 
which included the 2005/06 Band 
audit and detailed updates on Band 
programs and major capital projects, 
were also distributed.

In addition to the Band Council, orga-
nizations such as Haida Gwaii Com-
munity Futures and the Ngystle So-
ciety were represented. Their booths, 
too, offered an array of information 
and attracted steady streams of peo-
ple. 

A child activity centre, complete with 
high-tech rocking horses on loan from 
the Skidegate Day Care Centre, kept 
youngsters entertained and allowed 
their parents to check things out and 
then socialize. A big-screen TV of-
fered viewers video documentaries of 
the pole-raisings at Qay’llnagaay as 
well as Loo Taas’ journey home after 

BIG TURNOUT for 
SKIDEGATE BAND COUNCIL’S ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE

Expo ’86. And mixed in with all this 
business, learning, and mingling was 
an array of raffles and draws, which 
added to the excitement of the day. 
Three of the mega-prize winners were 
the Skidegate Haida Immersion Pro-
gram, which won first prize for “Best 
Booth”; Sunne Young who won a 
door prize of a trip for 2 to Vancouver, 
2 nights accommodation, and $500 

Madeline Pollard, Sue Wood and Sheila Williams enjoying a moment at the Skidegate Band 
Council’s Open House.

spending money; and Randy Graff 
who won $500 cash. 

This was the third consecutive Open 
House held by Council, and Band 
Manager, Babs Stevens, remarked 
that it’s energizing to see so many 
people take interest and show up each 
year for the event. • 

The position of Chair of the Gwaii 
Trust will officially pass on to 
Ken Rea at the Gwaii Trust Soci-
ety’s  Annual General Meeting on              
December 16. Miles Richardson, 
who has served 3 consecutive terms 
as Chair, continued to do so until the 
AGM. 

The Chair of the Trust is appointed 
by the Council of the Haida Nation. 
Miles filled the position for 9 years, 
and over that time worked with an ar-

NEW GWAII TRUST CHAIR APPOINTMENT 
ray of Gwaii Trust directors from all 
communities of Haida Gwaii. He was 
also one of the founding members and 
a director of the Gwaii Trust Interim 
Planning Society (GTIPS), the origi-
nal group of Islanders who worked to 
establish the Gwaii Trust Society. 

The CHN thanks Miles for his service, 
vision, and strong leadership as Chair 
of the Gwaii Trust, and welcomes 
Ken as he prepares to assume his new 
position with the Trust. •
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by Captain Gold, Chair
CHN Archaeology/Heritage 

Committee

Respecting our Ancestors

I recently traveled to Gwaii Ha-
naas to look after some ancestors’ 
burials. Diane Brown accompanied 
me and together we conducted the 
necessary ceremonies. A crew made 
up of Ernie Gladstone, Daryl Fedje, 
Dave Martynuik, and Marvin Pearson 
worked with us. 

The re-burial ceremonies were con-
ducted and we placed our ancestors 
out of sight. Although this duty is 
quite demanding, we managed to do a 
good job and, hopefully, these ances-
tors will never be bothered again. 

Elizabeth Bulbrook, our Heritage 
Manager, has been busy respond-
ing to new developments with the 
Queen Charlotte Village water lines; 
skeletal remains were discovered and 

FINDING NEW OLD THINGS
subsequently removed for safekeep-
ing to the Haida Heritage Center at 
Qay’llnagaay. She has also visited the 
site under development by Delmas 
Co-op in Masset and reports that she 
has received good cooperation from 
the communities she’s worked with. 

Draft CHN Archaeology Policies

One of the important functions of the 
Archeology/Heritage Committee is to 
review policies and make recommen-
dations regarding archaeology. These 
recommendations are then considered 
by the CHN Executive Committee 
prior to public vote. This process is 
ongoing and some new policy is close 
to being completed. 

Karst Research

A new and extremely exciting type 
of research is that of old Haida cave-
dwellers. Studying the geology of 
caves is called Karst research; Da-
ryl Fedje will be working with us on 
these investigations. Daryl is a Parks 
Canada Archaeologist and one whom 

If you’re a new Haida artist begin-
ning to market and sell your work, 
you may not be aware that you can 
register with the CHN and receive 
a Haida Art Authenticity Certifi-
cate. The Certificate along with an 
assortment of CHN labels and tags 
are available from the CHN and 
Haida Tribal Society offices. All of 
these items can help you in the fol-
lowing ways:

The Certificate confirms, to galleries, 
collectors and other buyers, that you 
are an artist of Haida ancestry. It also 
bears a personal registration number, 
which the CHN assigns to individual 
registrants. The number can be writ-
ten on the labels and tags, which art-
ists then attach to their works; this 

A Reminder to All Haida Artists

COUNCIL OF THE HAIDA NATION

Certification of Authenticity
“Haida Artist”

The Council of the Haida Nation declares, that

is an artist of Haida Ancestry. 

Haida art pieces bearing the 
CHN HAIDA ART AUTHENTICITY LABELS 

ensure that the piece has been created by an 
Artist of Haida Ancestry.

Signature           Date
CHN Administrator
    
Registration No.

confirms to the buyer that the artist is 
Haida and registered with the CHN.
 
This system was developed to protect 
Haida art, artists, and buyers from the 
practice by some non-Haida artists, 
galleries and organizations of market-
ing and selling works of non-Haida 
people as Haida art.

Please call the Skidegate CHN of-
fice at 559-4468 or the Massett Haida 
Tribal Society at 626-5252 if you’re 
interested in registering. •

I have worked with over a long time. 
He has conducted two Karst inves-
tigations on two cave sites and both 
have yielded ancient history dating 
back 10,000 years. The information 
and knowledge gleaned from these 
caves will become part of the Haida 
Use and Occupancy evidence for the 
Title Case. 

Archaeology shows us how earlier 
generations of Haida lived and died 
upon Haida Gwaii and therefore these 
areas must be given the highest level 
of protection to show respect for the 
ancestors. •

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The members of the Archaeol-
ogy/Heritage Committee are Roy 
Collison, Lawrence Jones, Pansy   
Collison and Captain Gold. The 
staff contact is Elizabeth Bulbrook, 
Heritage Manager, 626.6058. 

This label guarantees 
authentic Haida Art.

Name:

Clan:

Price:

Permit No.

(inside)

(front)(back)
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Ken Rea is excited about his ap-
pointment to the position of Chair 
of the Gwaii Trust. “I’m looking 
forward to getting to know all of the 
board members and seeing how the 
board does its business,” he says. “I 
also want to thank Miles Richardson 
for the work he’s done during his term 
as Chair of the Gwaii Trust — he’s 
leaving big shoes to fill and the Trust 
is in great shape.” 
 
A resident of Old Massett, Ken was 
a commercial fisherman for 18 years. 
Today he and his wife, Lucille, own 
and operate two growing and success-
ful businesses: the Haida Rose Cafe 
and the Haida Rose Guest House, 
both located in Old Massett. His 
board experience includes 6+ years as 
a board member of Northern Savings 
Credit Union and that of his current 
position as an executive board mem-
ber. In addition to this, he serves on 
the credit union’s Audit Committee 
and Community Investment Commit-
tee. At various times throughout his 
NSCU term, Ken has taken training in 
an array subjects ranging from board 
governance to financial analysis. And 
as if all of this work doesn’t keep him 
doggoned busy enough, he cheerfully 
confirms that he is a longtime board 
member of Tricorp — an Aboriginal 
Capital Corporation — and a member 
of the Haida Gwaii-Queen Charlotte 
Islands Regional Coast Sustainability 
Trust Steering Committee.
 
Ken considers bringing the South 
Moresby Forest Replacement Ac-
count (SMFRA) home a top priority. 
“I also want to ensure that the Gwaii 
Trust board-and-administrative pro-
cesses are as efficient as they can be, 
and that the Trust is fulfilling commu-
nities’ needs through its programs,” 
he said. •

REA TO PURSUE 
SMFRA

Last summer, Gwaii Haanas re-
ceived the highest score in a high 
profile National Georgraphic Trav-
eler survey of US and Canadian 
protected areas.

Described in the August 2005 issue 
of National Geographic Traveler, the 
survey rated these protected areas on 
the sustainability of their natural and 
cultural features, and on their rela-
tionships with nearby communities. 
Panelists commented: “Haida are 
very involved in park management,” 
and, “Beautiful and intact. A great 
model for other regions.” Much credit 
for Gwaii Haanas’ success lies with 
the Archipelago Management Board’s 
implementation of the Gwaii Haanas 
Agreement.

The Gwaii Haanas Agreement lays 
out the terms for the management of 
Gwaii Haanas through the Archipela-
go Management Board (AMB), which 
consists of two CHN representatives 
and two Government of Canada rep-
resentatives. All decisions are reached 
through consensus. The agreement 
broke new ground for cooperative 
management of protected areas by 

Aboriginal groups when it was signed 
in 1993, and has been studied and em-
ulated internationally. A full review of 
the Agreement’s implementation by 
the AMB was completed in 1998.

Copies of the Gwaii Haanas Agree-
ment are available at the Gwaii Haa-
nas office above City Centre Store in 
Queen Charlotte, by email <gwaii.
haanas@pc.gc.ca> or by contacting 
Haida AMB members Cindy Boyko 
or Capt. Gold at 250.559.6302. •

GWAII HAANAS: BEAUTIFUL AND INTACT
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With melting ice caps and world-
wide climate changes making front-
page headlines nearly every day, 
there aren’t too many nations on 
earth that don’t recognize the need 
for finding and using clean alterna-
tive energy sources… right quick.

In a move to deal with the issue at 
home, the Council of the Haida Na-
tion has hired the Sheltair Group to 
work with Islands communities in 
creating a Community Electricity 
Plan for Haida Gwaii. 

One of the objectives of the CHN is 
to identify future sources of energy 
to offset or replace the Islands’ cur-
rent north and south diesel systems 
and explore options that include tidal, 
wind, and biomass energy sources, 
and others. The project will take into 
account the geographic location of 
Haida Gwaii and the associated bene-
fits and challenges. It will also involve 
the communities through consultation 
and incorporate their respective val-
ues and objectives into the plan. 

A technical process and a public out-
reach process are included in the cre-
ation of the Community Electricity 
Plan. These processes will start with 
activities such as collecting and re-
viewing data and information; check-
ing on the condition of existing power 
plant equipment; environmental as-
sessments; and doing building audits 
and energy-use surveys. Profiles of 
energy demand will be developed, en-
ergy options identified, and strategies 
in addition to an implementation plan 
will be worked on.

An unusual and welcome part of the 
public outreach is one by which local 
facilitators will be trained and hired 
to assist in holding community work-
shops to identify preferred energy 

strategies. In addition to this, Sheltair 
is considering setting up a satellite   
office on Haida Gwaii for the term of 
the project. 

A Working Group consisting of elect-
ed community leaders and ex-officio 
members from the CHN, BC Hydro, 
and the Ministry of Energy, Mines 
and Petroleum Resources, will as-
sist in building a consultation plan to      
address the unique interests, needs, 
and circumstances of Haida Gwaii 
communities.

The Haida Tribal Society, which is 
administering the project, signed a 
contract in early November with the 
Sheltair Group which specializes in 
resource management, urban sustain-
ability, green buildings and building 
science. It is estimated that it will 
take the CHN one year to complete 
the Community Electricity Plan for  
Haida Gwaii. •

CHN PLANNING FOR CLEAN ELECTRICITY
In October, 2006, human remains 
were unearthed by a backhoe work-
ing in the Bay Street area of Queen 
Charlotte, reports Elizabeth Bul-
brooke, Heritage Coordinator for 
Haida Heritage and Forest Guard-
ians. Radio carbon dating of soil that 
directly covered the remains has re-
vealed it dates back to the year 1647, 
plus or minus 15 years.

Elizabeth stated that while most 
of  the remains were crushed by the            
backhoe, it would seem that from                
the size of some of the bones and 
the teeth, which were severely worn 
down, the remains are those of an 
elderly woman who likely lived in 
Daajing Giids, an old Haida village 
situated nearby. The remains were 
subsequently removed to the Haida 
Heritage Centre at Qay’llnagaay, 
where, during a small ceremony, they, 
along with a small button blanket, 
were placed in a bentwood box for 
reburial at a later date. The bentwood 
box and blanket were donated by 
Andy Wilson of Skidegate. •

Daajing Giids

COURT PUTS BRAKES ON MACKENZIE 
PIPELINE PROJECT

Chief James Ahnassay said the rul-
ing is a relief. “Well, I am definitely 
happy with the ruling,” he told CBC 
News. NWT Premier Joe Handley 
does not want to see the project de-
layed.

“It is a major economic driver in 
terms of the project itself, but more 
because of exploration, develop-
ment, construction, contracting, 
jobs,” Handley said. “So it’s pretty 
critical if it didn’t go ahead.”

The Joint Review Panel has been 
looking at the environmental and     
socio-economic impacts of the pro-        
posed project. •

CBC News
Friday, November 10, 2006

The Federal Court of Canada has 
ordered the Joint Review Panel to 
stop its hearings into the multibil-
lion-dollar Mackenzie Gas Project.

The court ruled Friday the federal 
government failed to consult Alberta’s 
Dene Tha’ First Nation about the pro-
posed project. The review panel had 
been scheduled to resume hearings in 
Inuvik next week.The Dene Tha’ First 
Nation went to court in 2005, saying 
it hadn’t been properly consulted on 
the project.
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Sardines are showing up on the west coast. They can grow up to �6 inches, travel in schools 
and are omnivorous — they eat many things.

Somebody showed Enbridge the 
money…the company has decided 
to concentrate on making the Al-
berta Clipper project operational 
by 2009 rather than the Gateway 
Project. (The Gateway Project is the 
proposed construction, through north-
ern BC, of twin pipelines running 
between Edmonton and Kitimat; one 
will carry oil and one will carry con-
densate.)

Enbridge, which had a $92-million 
third-quarter profit, is looking to help 
the U.S. increase its oil refining capac-
ity, and says it will do this by focus-
ing on its Alberta Clipper oil pipeline 
project. However, this doesn’t mean 
that Enbridge is forgetting about the 
Gateway Project – they say they’re 
just postponing it by 2 to 4 years be-
cause the market is better in the U.S. 
right now. •

Delay in Pipeline 
Project

The Pacific Sardine range is from 
Mexico to Southern Alaska. Although 
the fish spawns in the south, about 
10% of its population migrates north 
every year in early summer and then 
south in the fall. It is usually the old-
er fish – three to seven years — that 
reach this latitude though the fish can 
live to nine years and beyond. They 
are a small fish (usually less than 16 
inches), travel in large schools and are 
omnivorous — they eat many things: 
zooplankton (a mass of microscopic 
plants and animals found the sea), 
diatoms (microscopic algae), and          
fish larvae.

Up until the 40s the sardine fishery 
was the largest and most lucrative 
fishery in the United States and con-
tributed substantially to Canadian 
purses as well. The fishery crashed in 
the 1940s and there is still debate as 
to the reasons, but over-fishing and 
environmental conditions top the list. 
Current theory regarding the sardine 
population is that their abundance cy-
cles up and down. Over the last 1700 
years, data shows that there have been 
nine recoveries and nine collapses of 
the population. The recoveries take on 
average 36 years and collapses of the 
stock range from 20 to 50, averaging 
30 years. 

Recently, DFO issued 25 commercial 
licences and 25 communal native li-
cences with a total allowable catch 
(TAC) of 13,000 metric tonnes. Each 
licence has been allocated 260 met-
ric tonnes. Licences are issued on a 
yearly basis but the corporate side of 
the industry is looking for the indi-
vidual vessel quota to be transferable 
and stackable as they cite the need for 
heavy investment in infrastructure for 

SARDINES ARE THE NEW HERRING

processing. Boats also must be con-
verted to carry the specialized equip-
ment needed for fishing sardines.

It is typically boats of 50’ and up that 
fish, using a purse-seine method. Af-
ter the sardines are captured they are 
vacuumed or brailed on board and 
deposited into a slurry of crushed ice 
and salt. This is called a champagne 
setup. The mix is then aerated with 
tiny air bubbles that float up through 
it. This method is used because it 
quickly brings the body temperature 
of the sardine down and in doing so 
preserves it quality. To ensure a good 
product for market, sardines need to 
be processed within eight hours of 
capture. The fish are typically used 
for baitfish, fishmeal, fish oil and 
some are canned or sold fresh for hu-
man consumption.

At present, CHN is discussing with 
DFO the sardine stock assessment and 
issues regarding by-catch that could 
include herring among other species. 
With the crash of herring stocks in 
recent years some fishers and biolo-
gists believe that the sardine may play 
a more important role in the nutrition 
cycle of the ocean. 

CHN is taking a precautionary ap-
proach, questioning the numbers and 
the need for a fishery. But, DFO be-
lieves there are enough sardines to 

In the last few years, sardines have been showing up along the west coast 
of Haida Gwaii in numbers so great that the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans wants to start   fishing them.

warrant a fishery. If there were to be 
a fishery CHN may consider a limited 
scientific fishery to further assess the 
population.

Sardines are an essential link in the 
oceans food chain and are a food source 
for larger fish like salmon, as well as 
seabirds and marine mammals. •
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Beginning in early 2007, the Gov-
ernment of Canada will move ahead 
with plans to establish a national 
marine conservation area reserve 
adjacent to Gwaii Haanas, which 
will complement the Haida Nation’s 
marine designation. 

A national marine conservation area 
is a type of marine protected area 
that balances protection and ecologi-
cally sustainable use. Activities such 
as traditional harvesting, recreational 
use and commercial fishing are able 
to continue but there will also be areas 
that will fully protect special features 
or sensitive areas. Oil and gas explo-
ration and development is not allowed 
in marine conservation areas.

Plans to establish a marine protected 
area around Gwaii Haanas have been 
in place for nearly 20 years and a 
number of important steps have al-
ready been taken. While the waters 
around Gwaii Haanas have been des-
ignated as a Haida Heritage Site since 
1985, the Government of Canada and 
the Province of British Columbia 
first committed to protecting the area 
in the South Moresby Agreement in 
1988. Then, in the 1993 Gwaii Haa-
nas Agreement, the Council of the 
Haida Nation and the Government of 
Canada also agreed to eventually ne-
gotiate a new agreement for the plan-
ning, management and operation of 
the marine area. To clear the way for 
establishment, in 1997, four oil and 
gas companies relinquished their leas-
es within the boundary to the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada. And finally, 
in 2001, the Province of BC gave up 

any interest it had in the seabed to the 
Government of Canada.

Parks Canada has also been preparing 
for the establishment of the marine 
conservation area through science and 
research. For example, Gwaii Haanas 
Marine Ecologist, Dr. Norm Sloan, 
recently published “Coastal Zone Val-
ues and Management around Haida 
Gwaii”, the fifth volume in the “Liv-
ing Marine Legacy Series of Gwaii 
Haanas”. This comprehensive report 
looks at the relationship between hu-
mans and their coastal environment 
and covers a range of topics including 
commercial fishing, tourism, ocean-
ography, climate change, habitats, 

and much more. This and the four 
other reports—marine plants, marine 
invertebrates, marine birds and ma-
rine mammals—will help to provide 
baseline information for the establish-
ment process.

The boundary for the proposed ma-
rine conservation area extends about 
ten kilometres offshore and covers 
some 3,400 square kilometres. Once 
the marine area is established, nearly 
5,000 square kilometres of Gwaii 
Haanas will be protected from moun-
taintop to the deep sea. 

Public information sessions will be 
held in the new year for islanders 
and others to learn more about the 
project. This step will be followed by 
consultations on an interim manage-
ment plan for the area. Parks Canada 
hopes to establish the Gwaii Haanas                  
National Marine Conservation Area 
Reserve by 2008 and once established, 
it will be cooperatively managed by 
the Council of the Haida Nation and 
the Government of Canada. • 

GWAII HAANAS: 5,000 SQUARE MILES, ONCE IT’S ALL DONE

by Marcia Morash, 
Gwaii Haanas National Park 

Reserve and Haida Heritage Site
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of a blonde and sultry-looking Mari-
lyn Monroe, which sat in their display 
window, helped.  I knew I needed to 
re-vamp my office window.

I must say I did a beautiful job of 
washing off and re-applying the let-
tering to the window. Each of the new 
letters was about two feet high and 
each of the arrows was close to a foot 
long.  I added countless graceful curli-
cues and splashes of polka-dots here 
and there, to ensure that the over all 
effect was aesthetically pleasing, not 
to mention pleasingly gaudy. My de-
sign and lettering filled up the whole 
expanse of my window.

But in my newfound enthusiasm for 
retail marketing and slathering paint 
on windows, I’d forgotten that half of 
‘my’ window belonged to Gowgaia. 
I also hadn’t noticed that my big-let-
tered work of art effectively blocked 
out Simon’s elegant, year-round win-
dow display of items relating to the 
natural environment. Apologizing 
to him for my oversight, I filled up 
a bucket with water, and once again 
washed the lettering off the window.

By this time I was fed up with the 
Holiday Season and paint. Simon gra-
ciously offered to do the third round of 
window decorating. Go for it, I said.

We now have medium-sized letter-
ing on the window; a brilliant orange 
sign announcing that our office won 
first prize for best window decorat-
ing, which we awarded to ourselves; 
and a port hole cut through the red pa-
per scotch-taped to the window. Now 
shoppers can peek through the port-
hole and see the timeless and most 
perfect gift ever.

We’ve sold one to date. •   

Haida Laas editorial from page 2

Important Notice from The First 
Peoples’ Heritage, Language and 
Culture Council

The First Peoples’ Heritage, Language 
and Culture Council (FPHLCC) is 
announcing a call for proposals un-
der the British Columbia Language 
Initiative (BCLI). The application 
deadline is January 12, 2007, 4:30 
PM. No faxes will be accepted. The 
guidelines, application and needs-as-
sessment forms are available by email 
and/or by downloading from the First 
Peoples’ Heritage, Language and Cul-
ture Council website at the following 
link: http://fphlcc.ca/tk forms.aspx.

For further information, please con-
tact: Xway’Waat (Deanna Daniels)., 

Language Programs Coordinator or 
Ivy Shaughnessy, Language Pro-
grams Assistant at: 250.652.5952, 
or place a toll-free call through 
Enquiry BC at 1.800.663.7867, or 
Deanna@fphlcc.ca. •

CALL FOR LANGUAGE PROPOSALS

“Ok, so where’s the sled?”
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Bill Beldessi, CHN Land Use Planning Coordinator 
with Chief Skidegate, Dempsey Collison 

at the Minister of Lands, Pat Bell’s visit last week. 

Bill Beldessi, CHN Land Use Planning Coordinator 
with Chief Skidegate, Dempsey Collison 

at the Minister of Lands, Pat Bell’s visit last week. 


