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CONTRIBUTIONS

TO THE ETHNOLOGY OF

THE HAIDA

JOHN R. SWANTON

Containing information found nowhere else, Swanton’s 
contribution is a resource that informs and provokes de-
bate about Haida culture. Originally published in 1905, 
the Council of the Haida Nation reprinted the text in 
2004 with a new introduction and acknowledgement of 
Haida contributors and translators in the first edition. 
This 300-page clothbound book is a fine gift that will 
endure many years of study. The proceeds from sales 
support the work of the Council of the Haida Nation
and the books are available at the Haida Laas office, 
Skidegate – $100 00

ELECTION 2012 – COUNCIL OF THE HAIDA NATION
POLLING PLACES & TIMES

• Advance Poll – December 1  (9 am to 9 pm)
• Regular Poll – December 8, 2012 (9 am to 9 pm)

POLLING STATION LOCATIONS

OLD MASSETT REGIONAL
Regional Electoral Officer  Laura Therrien
Polling Station   Old Massett Community Hall
    48 Eagle Ave.

SKIDEGATE REGIONAL
Regional Electoral Officer  Shirley-Ann Wilson
Polling Station   Council of the Haida Nation office
    #1 Reservoir Rd. (former bowling alley)

PRINCE RUPERT REGIONAL
Regional Electoral Officer Wanda Pearson
Polling Station   Highliner Hotel
    815 – 1st Avenue

VANCOUVER REGIONAL
Regional Electoral Officer Patricia (Trish) Collison
Polling Station   Holiday Inn
    2889 East Hastings St.
    

Polling PlacesX
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Strong and passionate opinions are 
two things that the Haida nation 
is not in short supply of, and the 

2012 annual House of Assembly was the 
place to be if you wanted to hear unique 
perspectives, voices of experience, and 
ponder the state of the nation. And, 
in addition to this list, of course, was 
the subtle political dance displayed by 
candidates who have declared their 
intentions to seek office, and by those still 
considering. 

The four-day assembly started off a 
little tense, with individuals bringing to 
the floor past issues that they felt had 
not been thoroughly dealt with.  These 
issues were addressed again and as each 
of the full-day meetings passed, the tone 
improved.  The well-attended assembly 
ended on an up-note, having ploughed 
through a hefty agenda and getting much 
business done. 

Throughout the week, people stood 
and thanked Guujaaw, President of 
the Haida Nation, for his dedication to 
the nation and particularly his work as 
President over the past 12 years. Guujaaw 
is not running for the position of president 
in the coming election but may well be 
back as an elected Skidegate Regional 
representative.

HoA business on day-one continued 
with Chief Electoral Officer Miranda 
Young receiving a motion from the floor 
to set the dates for electing a new Council 
of the Haida Nation.  The advance poll 
will be held December 1 and the regular 
poll will be on December 8. These are 
three-year terms and all seats are up for 
grabs. (See notice on page 2 for poll 
locations and hours of operation.)  

President’s Report
The report filed by the outgoing President 
put the work of the nation – over the past 
40 years – in the context of colonialism 
and other forces working against the 

nation’s interests. He characterized the 
struggle this way: “Forty years ago, our 
people had no influence on Haida Gwaii. 
The lands had been divided between the 
timber barons, and settlements sprang 
up in support of the forest and fishing 
industries. The lands were being stripped, 
the creeks made bare, while the Crown 
made it a priority to police the ‘Indian’ to 
discourage us from bringing food home 
to our families.” 

Guujaw said that, from the early days 
of little organization and fewer resources, 
the nation’s governance structure has 
grown and is today unique among 
First Nations. The fact that the Haida 
nation has its own Constitution, which 
receives its authority exclusively from 
the Haida people is rare. Clearly other 
nations are organized but many of them 
are registered under an authority other 
than their own and gain their credence 
from a provincial or federal government 
structure, such as the Societies Act. 

With a mandate to pursue rights and 

title, and the nation determining the well-
being of the land to be a top priority, 
Guujaaw said the way of achieving those 
goals is driven by two concepts – respect 
and responsibility. He reaffirmed that 
the elders instilled the factor of respect, 
which is the guiding authority in dealing 
with others.  “This simple, though logical, 
approach of treating people properly 
ensures that we are also treated with 
respect,” he said. “And, if we had not 
taken responsibility for this place, then 
all things – cedar, fish, etc. – would be 
gone.”

Though only two pages long, the 
President’s report touched on many 

House of Assembly: To Have and To HoldPolling Places

To Have continued next page

L: Robin Brown has brought issues to the
floor over many years, focusing mainly 
on doing things better in fisheries. 
R: Erica Ryan-Gagne brought along her 
newborn Xaay.ya to take in the politics 
and get a handle on the issues at the 
2012 House of Assembly.
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a Celebration of Life
These are babies born since the October 2011 House of Assembly. If we have 
forgotten any precious little ones we apologize. Congratulations to all fami-
lies with new additions to your family.

Old Massett

Osias Holeman

Nathan Brown

Brayden Parnell

Asher and Cohen Stelmaschuk

Bella Arens

Grayson Bell

Vanita Dix

Hailey Jones

Baylee Collison

Memphis Jones

Harvey Russ

Hailey Gladstone

Steven Collison

Lucas Young

Wiiaa Edenshaw

Liam Merriman

Maddox Edgars Brown

Kaiya Taggart

Danny Barton

Julian Jones

Fletcher Collinson III

Morgan Reece

Skidegate

Xaay.ya Karoline Gagne

Amira Claire Elaine Hill

Charles William Bedard

Juno Florence Davidson

Vienna Emma Joyce Hill

Nikayla Marie Fenton

Arrielle Joy Yovanovich-Allick

Marin Patricia Davies

Rylan Patrick Thomas Alton

Lawrence Peter Andrew Thompson 

Wynona Clifton

Deah Leilani Henderson

Demarcus Emerson

a In Memorium
These are the people who have passed since the October 2011 House of 
Assembly. If we have forgotten anyone it was not done intentionally, they will 
always be in our prayers.

Old Massett

Chief Iljuuwaas, Reynold Russ

Geoffrey Parnell

Dian White

Ken Davis

Harold Ingram

Delphine Trudel

Donna Thompson

Skidegate

Earl (Ginger) Moody

Norman Price

Mike Collinson

Irene Crosby

Maria Roberts

Phyllis Dudoward

areas, including the Haida Land Use 
Vision; Godfrey Kelly, the first president 
of the Haida nation; independence and 
sovereignty; and the need for alliances.  

“Over the next while, we have lands 
to manage and businesses to run,” 
said Guujaaw.  “Our people are being 
recruited and trained. Having come this 
far furthers our credibility in moving 
forward. But things can knock us back,” 
he warned. In his last address to the 
assembly as President, Guujaaw was 
clear that all the nation has to stand on is 
its credibility.

Vice-president’s Report
Following the President’s report, Vice-
president April Churchill presented a 
thorough and detailed account of CHN 
Executive Committee activities. The 
committee is comprised of Guujaaw, 
April Churchill, Trevor Russ, Old Massett 
Regional Rep, and Cindy Boyko, Skide-
gate Regional Rep. Reading through the 
Executive Committee’s report will bring 
citizens up to date and provide insight 
to the attention to detail necessary for 
accomplishing the directives given by 
the House of Assembly. There were also 
requests from the floor, seeking additional 
information from the Executive Commit-
tee: one called for an update on the prog-
ress being made in building the north-end 
CHN administration office; another 
expressed the desire to see Skidegate and 
Old Massett Reps working more closely 
with their communities.  

Title Case
With the lifting of the abeyance agree-
ment between the CHN and Canada, the 
Title Case is now able to move into court 
at any time. Since the lifting, though, 
Canada has indicated that it would like 
to come back to the negotiating table.  To 
ensure that negotiations move forward 
in good faith, CHN has laid out “bench-
marks” that must be accomplished in 
order for the talks to proceed. “The Title 

To Have from page 3This list was presented to the November 2012 House of Assembly.
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House of Assembly 2012 – To Have and To Hold

Old Massett youth at the House of Assembly absorbing the style of debate and dis-
cussion at this year’s gathering. L-R and top to bottom: Eric Markham, Brian Smith, 
Stephanie Markham, Kimberly Lightbown, Aaron Edgars, Dion Lewis, Stephanie Jones, 
Eli Bedard, Dalyn Bell, Gord Wieden-Shaw, Donovan Hunter, Raven Anne Potska, Natalie 
Hunter, Hazel Smith, Chantel White, Selina Adams, Tianna Grosse, Latisha Setso.

Case will go forward if Canada does 
not come to the table in good faith,” Ms 
Churchill said, and CHN continues to 
prepare for that eventuality. 

Reconciliation Protocol
The implementation of the Reconcilia-
tion Protocol that was signed with BC 
is on track: terms of reference are being 
written, procedures and processes are 
being ironed out while details are negoti-
ated, and issues are being resolved as 
they arise. The reorganization of CHN 
programs and staff to accommodate the 
implementation of the protocol has been 
the priority this year, Ms Churchill said. 

Carbon Credits
The lengthy process of validating the 
CHN’s carbon credits is expected to be 
complete by late fall. One of the hold-ups 

has been the need to integrate the domes-
tic-and-international validation formulas. 
The integration of these two formulas 
will enable CHN credits to be sold into 
domestic and international markets.  Rev-
enue from the sale of these credits will 
be used to support CHN land-and-stew-
ardship programs, and operations such as 
managing the protected areas. This has 
been a lengthy process but all signs are 
that the end is near.  

Enbridge
The proposed Northern Gateway Pipeline 
project (Enbridge) is still on the table and 

very active, and it continues to be a top 
priority for the nation. The environmental 
review hearings are coming to a close and 
at those hearings – to be held in Prince 
Rupert this December – Guujaaw and 
Ms Churchill will be questioned about 
consultation and accommodation.

Liquid Natural Gas
Another looming issue is the prospect of 
liquid natural gas (LNG) tankers run-
ning from the port of Kitimat out through 
Haida waters, and the environmental 

To Have continued next page
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House of Assembly 2012 – To Have and To Hold

Ada Swanson tucks into Sea Changes, a 
document explaining the marine planning 
processes that are in the works around 
Haida Gwaii and along the central coast, 
while Stanley Swanson reviews the June 
issue of Haida Laas. 

concerns associated with the extraction 
method – called ‘fracking’ – used to 
extract natural gas. Fracking, or hydraulic 
fracturing, is the process of drilling into 
shale rock layers and injecting chemicals 
and water, under pressure, to fracture 
the rock, which then allows the gas to be 
captured and pumped to the surface.

One of Coastal First Nations’ initiatives 
is to develop an energy plan for the 
northwest coast, incorporating renewable 
energy sources. LNG may factor into 
CFN options and as the Haida Nation, 
the Skidegate Band Council and Old 
Massett Village Council are part of CFN 
and involved in the renewable energy 
discussion, finding out what citizens think 
about the options is important. OMVC 
and SBC have contracted Copper Moon, 
an aboriginal consulting company, to 
conduct information sessions on Haida 
Gwaii to gauge community support for 
new technologies – such as wind – that 
would factor into an energy plan and 
begin to address ways of reducing carbon 
emissions throughout the northwest coast.

Treasury
The design and function of the Haida 
Nation treasury has been up for discus-
sion at most CHN Seasonal Sessions 
over the past couple of years. There 
have been numerous runs at designing a 
suitable structure and, at the past Sum-
mer Session, a model was chosen. The 
model known as “Option 2” is designed 
to empower a new CHN committee, to 
be called the Treasury Board, to serve 
as an oversight committee for all CHN 
financial activities, inclusive of revenues, 
expenses and disbursements. The board 
will operate through written agreements 
with the Secretariat of the Haida Na-
tion and HaiCo.  These agreements will 
describe the legal and financial relation-
ship between the organizations – and their 
responsibilities – and will be supported 
by a Chief Financial Officer and the SHN 

administration.
The paper tabled at the HoA says 

that the treasury’s emphasis will be on 
the  “coordination of financial activities 
and regular monitoring and oversight” 
and “includes the development of 
consistent policies, procedures, reporting 
requirements, annual budgets and work 
plans.”

Policy
Probably one of the hardest working 
and under-appreciated committees is the 
Policy Committee. The Policy Commit-
tee is critical to the functioning of all as-
pects of CHN, and its job is a big one – its 
responsibility is to ensure that the actions 
of CHN and all of its committees are con-
sistent with the Constitution and House 
of Assembly resolutions, and, further, that 
those actions consider the “well-being of 
Haida Gwaii, Haida heritage, and should 
move closer to sovereignty and indepen-
dence, and be consistent with Haida law.” 

Members of the Policy Committee 
are John Yeltatzie, Chairperson; Cindy 
Boyko; April Churchill; and Sandra 

Greene. Ian Benoit is the policy clerk and 
Steve Langdon has been contracted as a 
policy analyst. 

Brought to the floor of this year’s 
HoA, as an example of the Committee’s 
work, was an amendment to the 
Constitution that changed the wording 
in Article A.8.S10 of the Constitution. 
The original wording in the Article was, 
“CHN will publish ‘Haida Laas’ as the 
official publication of the Haida Nation”. 
The proposed amendment was presented, 
accepted and now reads as, “CHN will 
publish ‘Haida Laas’ as the official 
publication of the Council of the Haida 
Nation,” a subtle but significant change. 

The Policy Committee is preparing 
for a Constitutional Forum in 2013; 
finalizing a Regional Council policy; 
implementing a revised HoA Resolutions 
Committee procedure, and amending the 

To Have from page 5
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House of Assembly 2012 – To Have and To Hold

L-R: James Cowpar speaking to the issue of liquid natural gas (John Yeltatzie fore-
ground); Evelyn Vanderhoop (centre) addressed the floor regarding language and told 
a story about how the preaching of religious service, in the old days, had more weight 
when done in Haida to a Haida audience as opposed to being spoken to in English.  
Past-president of the Haida Nation Miles Richardson was in fine form highlighting the 
fact that the nation has acquired financial resources through negotiation, and while 
doing so, did not compromise title and rights. He also said that developing legislation for 
commercial access to our own fish, which is a right, needs to be addressed quickly.

Constitution to incorporate the adopted 
treasury structure. 

Haida Fisheries
Twelve Fisheries Committee 

meetings have been held since the last 
HoA, with fruitful results. Big news 
for local employment was the work-up 
of a business plan for the purchase and 
expansion of SeaPak in Masset. This 
custom seafood processor, now owned 
by HaiCo, employs up to 11 people at 
peak season, and is expected to contribute 
more jobs to the area following the 
expansion of the plant.

A sea cucumber density survey of 
Selwyn Inlet was undertaken by the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
in May 2012. DFO then sent a letter 
to CHN informing them that a fishery 
was to take place in Selwyn Inlet. A sea 
cucumber fishery is a very controversial 
subject, locally, with population estimates 
in question and the prospect of a 
sustainable fishery remote at this time. 
DFO proceeded with the opening of the 
fishery but it was closed down quickly 

by a small group of Haida citizens 
sending the fishers and boats home. The 
fishery has not resumed and the issue is 
on the negotiation table with the federal 
government.

The Traditional Haida Harvest policy 
is still a work in progress but the Fisheries 
Committee says that presentations will 
be made to communities in 2013 on the 
work accomplished to date. 

Chairperson Robert Davis was 
appointed to the First Nations Fisheries 
Council, with Russ Jones signed on as 
alternate. The 14-member Council was 
formed in 2007 and was established 
to inform political processes regarding 
the management of the fisheries and to 

engage and participate in planning and 
fisheries management.

Marine Use Planning
Marine Use Planning is preparing for 
public sessions in early 2013 to present a 
portion of the draft Haida Gwaii Marine 
Use Plan. The section being released 
deals with General Management Direc-
tions for marine activities; consultation 
on zoning will occur later in the spring of 
2013. The General Management Direc-
tions are the overarching concepts that 
will guide the management and devel-

To Have continued next page
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opment of policies for marine activities 
around Haida Gwaii.

Heritage and Natural Resources
As with most committees and programs 
within the CHN and SHN, training and 
upgrading is ongoing. This past year the 
Heritage and Natural Resources Com-
mittee and staff attended a White Raven 
Law presentation entitled Understanding 
Aboriginal and Haida Law, which was 
presented by CHN legal counsel Terri-
Lynn Williams-Davidson. The take-home 
message from the workshop was clear 
and simple: Aboriginal law is Canadian 
law about aboriginal people, and Haida 
law is about the natural world – laws 

about interrelationships.
The business of the HNR Committtee 

involves making recommendations about 
the permitting of activities such as cutting 
and salvage permits, road building and 
special use permits. The Committee 
usually receives an information package 
from the Solutions Table and makes a 
recommendation on how to proceed. 
If the application is approved, it is then 
signed off by the Vice-president of the 
Haida Nation and a provincial ‘decision-
maker’.

The Solutions Table, itself, is a work in 
progress. Operating, now, for over a year 
with a mandate founded in the Kunst’aa 
guu / Kunst’aayah Reconciliation 
Protocol, the Table has been working to 

streamline the processing of development 
permits and to reduce the time it 
takes to make a decision – yes or no 
– on applications. By all accounts the 
process has steadily improved, though 
not without some difficulties, and the 
two-month report submitted to the 
HoA showed that 33 applications had 
been processed. The task of building a 
new system that integrates Haida and 
provincial systems is tricky and, as such, 
the report identified areas that could use 
improvement. One of those is the need 
for synchronizing Haida and provincial 
sign-offs, so that applications aren’t 
waiting for either government’s final 
stamp of approval. • 

Best of the Season to All

Council of the Haida Nation 
Representatives and Staff

from the 

To Have from page 7
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The tradition of having guest speakers 
addressing the House of Assembly 
was filled two-fold this year with the 
attendance of Grand Chief Stewart Phillip 
of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs and 
Ellis Ross, Chief Councillor of the Haisla 
Nation Council for Kitamaat. 

Grand Chief Phillip was invited to 
give a political perspective on BC and 
Canada’s relationship with indigenous 
people and a sense of where the Haida 
Nation fits into that view. 

Flying in from Kitamaat, Chief Ellis 
Ross was to be accompanied by the 
Haisla Nation’s financial officer who was 
to speak to the issue of liquid natural gas 
(LNG), but he was unable to make it. 
Chief Ross did touch on that issue, and 
spoke strongly to economic development 
initiatives that Kitamaat is embarking 
on; he also addressed the need to have 
a clear, solid position from which to 
negotiate with industry, specifically LNG 
projects and Enbridge. The end game is 
not jobs and money, he said, but influence 
over how decisions are made in their 
territory. To that end, the Haisla nation 
is looking at all possibilities to leverage 
their position regarding, for example, the 
regulatory processes for major projects, 
opportunities around shipping and port 
facilities, and all avenues of economic 
development. They are also – as is the 
Haida nation – preparing to challenge 
the Enbridge pipeline decision, which 
Canada has already said will go through.

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip opened his 
talk saying that he wished he had some 
of the Haida nation’s problems, referring 
to an operating corporation [HaiCo] that 
is in a profit-making situation, and the 
sorting out of government-to-government 
relationships over the implementation 
of the land use agreement and the 
reconciliation protocol, as many nations 

are not in such an enviable position.
“You have no idea what you represent 

to the outside world,” Grand Chief Phillip 
said. “You have so much going on in 
your world [that is] meeting the needs of 
your people. The amount of information 
on the table for citizens to stay informed 
is impressive,” he added. “You have the 
right to be informed about things that 
may impact the nation, but it is our duty 
to [also] inform ourselves.” 

Grand Chief Phillip went on to say that 
it was the young people in the bleachers 
who stand to inherit the benefits of the 
nation’s work, “and though it seems to 
take forever and a day for the benefits 
to come along, when they do, they will 
present a whole new set of problems.” 
The nation, however, is standing in good 

House of Assembly 2012 – To Have and To Hold

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip: You Have No Idea What 
You Represent to the Outside World

“You have the right to be informed about things that     
may impact the nation,” said Mr Phillip, “but it is      
[also] our duty to inform ourselves.”

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs addressed the 2012 House 
of Assembly, along with Ellis Ross, Chief Councillor of the Haisla Nation Council.

No idea continued next page

staid to deal with those issues as they 
arise, he said.  

The Grand Chief also said that given 
the troubles the Haida and other nations 
have had to endure – residential schools, 
for example – through it all, the Haida 
vision has prevailed on Haida Gwaii.  
“You are the only indigenous people who 
have moved from where everything was 
controlled by corporations, to a position, 
today, where you have [more] control 
over your own territory than any other 
group that I know of,” he said.  “I have 
spent 38 years travelling across Turtle 
Island and never witnessed anything like 
what exists here.”

He then remarked upon and 
emphasized the power of the Haida 
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Constitution, saying he felt the source of 
that power was the result of the document 
being firmly rooted in culture and 
language and based on Haida authority. 
“This is a unique point of view,” he 
explained, and noted that the Constitution 
also describes a governance structure 
that demands the accountability of 
representatives. 

Another document the Grand 
Chief acknowledged was the Haida 
Accord.  He said he “knows those 
documents do not happen over night,” 
and inferred that the combination of the 
Haida Constitution, the government-
to-government agreements, and the 
nation’s accountability to the people is 
a potent recipe for leveraging change 
and challenging other governments’ 
assumptions at negotiation tables. He 
went on to say that the Haida nation is a 
“beacon of hope, setting high standards 
and [is] not compromising”, adding 
that other nations “will have to strive to 
reach the same level. I know that other 
government processes are not going 
to deliver anything like what [you] 
have. I can’t think of anywhere that an 
indigenous people have set the allowable 
annual cut. When you have accomplished 
such greatness and live with it every day, 
you don’t see it, but for someone from 
away, I can see it – I envy the young 
people sitting here who will inherit this 
rich heritage.”

Grand Chief Phillip was given a 
standing ovation at the conclusion of 
his address and, along with Chief Ross, 
received the gift of a Haida Nation flag 
and the book, That Which Makes Us 
Haida. As the presentations were made, 
a citizen from the audience quipped that 
he hoped Chief Ross would be flying 
the flag and supporting the Haida on the 
basketball court from now on! Chief 
Ross, who coaches and plays, has met the 
Haida nation on the basketball court many 
times over the years and is a formidable 
adversary in tournaments. 

No idea from page 9 Haawa, Haaw’a, Háwaa, Mr President
By Cindy Boyko, outgoing CHN Skidegate Regional Rep and Communications Committee Chair 

Respect, integrity, commitment, passion, clever, stubborn, tenacious, and persistent … 
these are words that come to mind when I begin to describe Guujaaw .

I’ve known Guujaaw all my life. He’s always lived a life that I’ve admired – close 
to the land and working to protect Haida Gwaii.

For the past nine years I have worked closely with Guujaaw in his position 
as the President of the Haida Nation. When I made the decision to run for 
a Skidegate Rep seat, I did it because I wanted to support Guujaaw and the 
direction in which he was taking our nation. Nine years later it has been the ride 
of my life.

As a rep I was quickly intrigued, watching how he brought our nation to new 
levels of government-to-government negotiations with Canada and how he 
consistently dealt with issues that are important to our nation with the utmost 
respect and integrity. By watching him, I learned that we all have a responsibility 
to protect this place and that it’s never just about ‘you’, it’s always about ‘us’ and 
what’s best for Haida Gwaii. Through his actions, Guujaaw taught us how to win, 
how to keep our eye on the prize, and to never lose sight of what’s important.

It’s rarely easy being a leader. Leaders aren’t necessarily presidents, nor 
do they necessarily hold high seats. Leaders show up for life and they inspire 
others to show up and often bring along their families, their clans, and their 
communities. Leaders make it possible for others to see the possibilities. Leaders 
open doors and pave the way for others. I know Guujaaw is this kind of leader – 
fearless, and willing to sit in the fire so others don’t have to.

 Not everyone agrees with the direction a leader may be taking, but good 
leaders consider all sides, and this is what I have witnessed in Guujaaw. I 
have been in the room on many occasions where a difficult decision had to be 
made and I never saw him commit this nation to anything without a thorough 
examination of the consequences. His process may not always be apparent to the 
general public, but it is what I have seen and know to be true.

As outgoing chair of the Communications Committee, I feel fortunate to have 
the opportunity to say these things – to say thank you to Guujaaw. 

Many Haida leaders have come before him, and many will come after, but now 
is the time to pay respect to a man who has given a large part of his life to the 
betterment of our people, our land, and our waters. I think back on the past few 
years and am proud of the way he has brought forward and incorporated into 
practical action the knowledge and aspirations of the past leaders and elders.

His place as an artist, carver, singer, drummer, and as our President for the past 
twelve years has shown us the depth of this commitment. If I know Guujaaw, 
it is a commitment that will not end with the end of his presidency. If I know 
Guujaaw, he will do everything he can to support and contribute to our future 
councils, our Hereditary Chiefs’ table and our culture, because that’s who he is.

Now is the time for saying haawa. I extend this invitation to our nation and all 
other communities to join me in thanking Guujaaw for the job he has done.

Haawa, Guujaaw, for your commitment and your service. You have brought 
us far along the path. Your efforts are appreciated, and do not go unnoticed. 
Yahguudang!
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HOA 2012-01 – Haida Child and Family Services
The House of Assembly supported the downsizing of the 

Haida Child and Family Services Society board of directors 
from nine board members to five. The Directors will be 
appointed from: OMVC - 2; SBC - 2; CHN - 1.

HOA-2012-02 – CHN – HaiCo
This resolution provides a practical solution to a growing 

problem – that of having little time to consider the business 
of HaiCo.  The corporation is now required to hold a full-day 
shareholders meeting each year .

HOA-2012-03 – Commercial Fisheries Access Policy 
This resolution directs the CHN Fisheries Committee to 

develop policy and legislation to regulate access to fish for 
commercial purposes.

HOA-2012-05 – CHN Youth Assembly
The Council of the Haida Nation has been directed to 

establish a youth committee to engage youth in the business of 
the CHN, which would include education and communication. 
The CHN has also been directed to organize a second Youth 
Assembly for May 2013 in Old Massett.

HOA-2012-08 – Economic Development
The global economy is at the forefront of many conversations 

and how the Islands economy develops is being watched and 
considered by many parties. This resolution requires Village 
Councils, Hereditary Chiefs and the CHN to work together to 
review and coordinate Haida economic projects “for the orderly 
ascent into a Haida economy.”

HOA-2012-09 – Government Buildings
This resolution requires the CHN/SHN to commit funds, 

from carbon credit revenues, to the CHN government offices in 
Old Massett, which are currently in the planning stage.

HOA-2012-11 – Haida Language Core Funding
Lack of core funding for language programs is a problem. 

This resolution takes a step to remedy the situation – the CHN 
along with Skidegate Band Council, and Old Massett Village 
Council have been directed to develop a core budget for 
language programming and to seek funds for that budget from  
a variety of sources. 

HOA-2012-12 – Haida Nation Stand on Tanker Traffic 
(Liquid Natural Gas)

The prospect of large volumes of liquid natural gas being 
transported by tanker through Haida waters has raised concern 
among many citizens and Islanders. A resolution to study this 
prospect using the best available information was passed.

HOA-2012-13 – Haida Treasury
Building the treasury is the next large piece of governance to 

be tackled by the nation. CHN has been directed to dedicate a 
day to discuss and debate, with citizens, the responsibilities and 
function of the treasury.

HOA-2012-18 – Protection of Intertidal and Shallow  
Subtidal Areas

With much of the land and sea protected the next step is to 
develop policy for long-term protection of the intertidal and 
subtidal areas around the Islands. A resolution, with a particular 
emphasis on the management and control of aquaculture, was 
supported.

HOA-2012-20 – Taxation
HaiCo is required to revisit its policy regarding tax exemption 

status for employees. 

HOA-2012-21 – Unity through the Haida Accord and Haida 
Constitution

Challenging assumptions and ways of doing things makes for 
healthy and vibrant governance. Resolution 21 reaffirms support 
for the CHN, pays respect to the signatories of the Haida Accord 
who have passed away, and supports moving forward with the 
reconciliation of Haida title.

 

A Summary of Adopted House of Assembly Resolutions – 2012
The work of the CHN is directed by citizens at the House 
of Assembly through a method of proposing and voting on 
resolutions. The last day of the assembly is usually devoted to this 
lengthy process. Individuals or groups of citizens can write and 
submit resolutions, and once submitted they are brought to the 
floor of the assembly by the Resolutions Committee for moving 
and seconding. They are then debated and subsequently put to 

a vote. This year, twenty-one resolutions were presented for 
consideration. Twelve were passed, nine were defeated and 
one was withdrawn. The following summaries describe the 
resolutions that were passed. Citizens can get a full list of all of 
the resolutions from either CHN office.
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Haawa to the following individuals, businesses and 
organizations for carrying and distributing Haida Laas 
throughout 2012:

The CHN Communications Program prints and distributes approximately 1800 copies of Haida Laas per issue.    
The program also operates the web site < haidanation.ca > and a Facebook page < Council of the Haida Nation >.

PRINCE RUPERT: Frank Parnell, Pansy Collison, Eddie’s News

 

VANCOUVER: Sandra Greene, Lois Rullin, Indian Society of Vancouver 

 

ALASKA: Carrie Sykes, Hydaburg Cooperative Association,   
Organized Village of Kasaan

 

TERRACE: Willie Abrahams

 

OLD MASSETT: Old Massett Village Council, Haida Rose, Mick Morrison’s 
Gas Station, Samuels Store   

MASSET: Masset Village Office, Delmas Coop, Atwells, Vancouver Island 
Regional Library, The Ground, All Things Stationery, Haida Gwaii   
Community Futures

PORT CLEMENTS: Port Clements Village Office, Bayview Market, 
Vancouver Island Regional Library, Gas Plus, Harmony’s Café

TLELL: Crow’s Nest, Haida House at Tllaal

SKIDEGATE: Skidegate Band Council, Gwaii 
Coop, Jags’ Beanstalk, Gwaii Haanas, Kuugin King 
Naay, Haida Heritage Centre at Kay Llnagaay, 

 

QUEEN CHARLOTTE: Queen Charlotte Village 
Office , Queen Charlotte Visitor Information Centre, 
Purple Onion, Queen B’s, City Centre Stores, 
Vancouver Island Regional Library, Ministry of 
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations, 
On the Rock

SANDSPIT: Sandspit Community Office - Moresby 
Island Management Committee, SuperValu, 
Vancouver Island Regional Library, Visitor 
Information Centre

ISLANDS’ SCHOOLS: Evelyn von Almassy


