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In May of this year, at the Haida Gwaii Youth Assembly, Team Energy drafted a resolution to ban plastic grocery bags in Gaauu and Hlgaagilda to reduce pollution and protect marine life. 
The resolution was passed at the October House of Assembly. Please see insert for details.
L-R: Jordan Stewart-Burton, Bilal Issa, Robert Bennett, Jessica Valentinsen, Adam Stewart, Kevin Brown, Ashley Jacobson, Eric Markham, and Heidi Marks.
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Special House of Assembly

In May of this year, kil tlaats ‘gaa Peter Lantin, President of the Haida Nation, was invited and 
sponsored by The Nature Conservancy to be part of a delegation attending the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) World Parks Congress in Sydney, Australia 
(November 12 -19, 2014). President Lantin was accompanied by Sonia Rice of the CHN 
Heritage and Natural Resource Department and Nang Jingwas Russ Jones of the Marine 
Planning Department.

The World Parks Congress occurs every 10 years; the last gathering took place in Durban, 
South Africa in 2003.

The focus of the Haida Nation’s participation in this global event was to speak about 
the protected areas of Haida Gwaii, including Gwaii Haanas (both land and ocean) and the 
protected areas created under the Kunst’aa guu Kunst’aayah Reconciliation Protocol.  “The 
Haida story is one that is highlighted in Canada and we were very honoured to be asked to 
share our nation’s journey in protecting the lands and waters throughout Haida Gwaii that are 
sacred to us,” explained kil tlaats ‘gaa. 

President Lantin also presented to a session addressing issues related to protected areas under 
state, private, and shared governance. These areas often overlap with what are, were, or could 
be indigenous peoples’ and local communities’ self-governed, voluntary protected areas, or with 
other effective area-based conservation measures.  

In addition to sharing the Haida Nation’s efforts in protected areas and conservation, the 
Haida representatives were looking to learn from other indigenous peoples about how they 
are approaching the management of protected areas - both land and marine. “We tend to get 
so focused on what we know, which for us is the management of our protected areas in Gwaii 
Haanas, but when you look globally, indigenous people from all continents are also working 
hard on protecting their sacred places and there is much the Haida Nation can learn from their 
experiences,” said Mr Lantin. “This is the most important objective we hope to fulfill while 
participating in the World Parks Congress.”

The delegation to which the Haida representatives belonged was part of what was referred to 
as the ‘Emerald Edge’, a term coined by The Nature Conservancy – one that encompasses the 
coastal area reaching from Alaska to Washington State. Also included in the delegation were:

• Megan Moody – Nuxalk Nation
• Doug Neasloss – Kitasoo/ Xai’xais First Nation
• Leslie Walkus – Gwa’sala-’Nakwaxda’xw
• Evan Loveless – with Kitasoo /Xai’xais First Nation
• Kelly and Frances Brown – Heiltsuk First Nation
• Clarinda Underwood – Quinault Indian Nation

A Part of the Whole
A short introduction to the World Parks Congress, 2014

A special House of Assembly is being convened for February 
24th and 25th at the Community Hall, Old Massett. This HoA has 
been called to address suggested amendments to the Constitution 
of the Haida Nation.

For more about the 2014 World Park Congress see page 10. 
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Last month, eight Haida ancestors travelled 
across a continent to return home with 
the help of the Skidegate Repatriation 
and Cultural Committee and Old Massett 
Repatriation Committee.

Committee members and Haida citizens 
converged on New York’s American 
Museum of Natural History on October 19th 
to repatriate ancestors whose remains were 
removed from Kayung, Yan, Tll.aal, Hlḵinul 
Llnagaay Cumshewa, Ḵ’uuna Llnagaay 
Skedans, and Sg̱ang Gwaay between 1901 
and 1936.

In addition to fulfilling the formal 
undertaking and Haida protocols for 
bringing ancestors home, committee 
members examined the museum’s collection 
of Haida treasures.

“Staff at the museum get a chance to see 
that these things were used and [are] a part 
of our lives,” explained Guudee gud dlaaya 
Vince Collison. “They are as important 
to us as anything that we utilize in our 
life today. That’s what we always want to 
impress upon museum staff. We blow on the 
whistles, drum on the drums, and rattle the 
rattles. These pieces were not meant to sit on 
a cold, dusty shelf. They were meant to be 
used!” he emphasized.

While in New York the delegation also 
performed ceremonies which included food 

Ancestors coming home
burning to honour the ancestors. Speeches 
were made, and dances and songs were 
performed both before, and after, each of the 
parties signed documents recognizing that the 
ancestors were coming home.

To complete the ancestors’ return 
home, committee members are planning 
reinterment ceremonies.

Bill Montgomery, Ken Rae, Lucy Bell, 
Sgaalanglaay Gaamdamaay Vernon Williams, 
g̱uulang xuhlwaay Leona Clow, Sandy 
Gagnon, Buster Bell, Gaagwiis Jason Alsop, 
Guudee gud dlaaya Vince Collison, Wah gwii 
hla gaay Duane Alsop, Jisgang Nika Collison, 
Arnie Bellis, Candace Weir-White, and 
Kilthguulans Christian White all participated 
in repatriation efforts. Numerous donors 
supported the team, including the Haida 
Gwaii Museum, Gwaii Trust, Skidegate Band 
Council, and the Council of the Haida Nation. 
Both repatriation committees also raised 
funds through their respective fundraising 
activities. The American Museum of Natural 
History provided the committees with four 
plane tickets, and arranged, with federal 
authorities, transportation for the ancestors.

L-R: Bill Montgomery; Ken Rae; Lucy Bell; Sgaalanglaay GaamdamaayVernon Williams; guulang xuhlwaay Leona Clow; 
Sandi Gangon; Buster Bell; Gaagwiis Jason Alsop; Guudee gud dlaaya Vince Collison; Wah gwii hla gaay Duane Alsop; 
Jisgang Nika Collison; Arnie Bellis; Candace Weir-White and Kilthguulans Christian White.

Twenty serious Haida entrepreneurs are 
engaged in a program co-designed with the 
University of Victoria’s Gustavson School 
of Business. Haida Owned and Operated 
teaches the ins and outs of running your own 
business and is comprised of 16 modules, 
including mentorship opportunities. 

Ten UVic professors and a number of 
local experts teach in the program.  The 
intense and challenging program spans 
ten weekends, began in October 2014, and 
runs until February 2015. Haida Owned 
and Operated includes four courses that 
explore management, financing, business 
models, start-up strategies, marketing, 
research, leadership, human resources, 
e-commerce, business plan creation, 
business law, and negotiations.

“With our marketing module, we started 
looking at advertising from a different 
point of view,” explained program student 
Sgaan Kwah.agang James McGuire. “The 
instruction is awesome. All of a sudden I’m 
actually thinking about how advertising can 
benefit me, whereas before it was never even 
a thought. We learned about a broad spectrum 
of marketing techniques.

“The program is getting me more 
and more invigorated,” he continued, 
“and helping me come up with an idea 
of a business that will work and help the 
community and culture of Haida Gwaii. 
It’s shaping my mindset, and bringing 
Haida owned-and-operated businesses to 
the forefront.”

Graduating students will receive a 
certificate of completion from the university 
and, with another year of training, graduates 
can go on to earn a diploma from North West 
Community College. 

Lessons are held at Old Massett Youth 
Centre, Haida House at Tll.aal, and the Ḵay 
Llnagaay Heritage Centre. The program is 
a cooperative effort between Old Massett 
Village Council, Skidegate Band Council, 
HaiCo, Tricorp, University of Victoria, and 
the Haida Gwaii Higher Education Society.

Owning our future

Special House of Assembly

Photo: Bill M
ontgom

ery
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weather systems from tang.g̱wan the Pacific 
Ocean, the coastline receives the brunt of 
fierce winds, waves up to 35 metres, and an 
annual rainfall of four metres.

Here, the land and seascape are like 
nowhere else. The continental shelf – a 
dramatic bank that drops to depths of 
10,000 feet just off the shorelines – extends 
out into the vast Pacific creating a unique 
ecosystem full of life. 

Daawuuxusda: What’s at stake
by Valine Crist

Two very important female supernatural beings originate on the west coast: The Singers 
are said to have once been humans living in a bay just north of Kaysuun Kaisun before 
they were transformed into ageless supernatural spirits. The Singers are able to under-
stand birdsong and can translate – they bless Haida people with the knowledge of songs.

Tang.g̱wan is used to refer to the Pacific 
Ocean, but can also be used to refer to any 
large, open body of water.
Here, the land and seascape are like nowhere 
else. The continental shelf – a dramatic bank 
that drops to depths of 10,000 feet just off 
the shorelines – extends out into the vast Pa-
cific creating a unique ecosystem full of life. 

Stretching 250 kilometres from north to 
south, Duuguusd/Daawuuxusda the west 
coast of Haida Gwaii is remote, jagged, 
and robust. Rocky pinnacles and battered 
reefs are neighbours to pocket beaches and 
sheltered sounds. Because it is exposed to 

Nutrient-rich water fosters phytoplankton that make up the base of the food chain. Daawuuxusda is a vibrant and generous 
area, home to urchins, geoducks, halibut, salmon, lingcod, and black cod, among many more important seafoods.

Upwelling of deep, nutrient-rich water 
fosters phytoplankton that make up the 
base of the food chain. It is a vibrant and 
generous area, home to urchins, geoducks, 
halibut, salmon, lingcod, and black cod, 
among many more important seafoods. The 
waters here are so abundant with life that 
Taa Suu, commonly known as Tasu Sound, 
translates simply to ‘Food Lake’. This 
bountiful and healthy coast has sustained 
families on Haida Gwaii for millennia. 

Sea otters were once abundant along the 
shoreline, and seals still occupy the areas 
that remain rich with marine life. In the past, 
with a seasonal supply of resources, there 
were also a number of temporary hunting 
camps up and down the entire coastline of 
Daawuuxusda. Albatross and tufted puffins 
make their homes on the rocky shorelines; 
giant blue whales and sperm whales travel 
this coast every year. When warm currents 

Note to Readers: This article alternates between 
northern and southern Haida dialects.
English – West Coast of Haida Gwaii
Gaauu Xaad Kil – Duuguusd
Hlgaagilda Xaayda Kil – Daawuuxusda 

push up from the south, albacore tuna and 
Humboldt squid ply these waters. 

All five species of salmon rely on the 
west coast of Haida Gwaii. On their seasonal 
migration, huge annual runs of chinook, coho, 
and sockeye feast on forage fish and plankton 
along the Islands’ rich and dynamic feeding 
grounds. The continental shelf offers bottom-
dwellers, such as black cod, rockfish, and 
Tanner crabs a wealth of food and shelter.

There are more than 70 ancestral Haida 
villages spanning Duuguusd. These were 
home to many Haida clans at various times. 
There were at least five ancestral villages 
in and around Taa Suu. To the south, 
G̱awg̱aay.ya Gowgaia Bay, meaning ‘Big 
Bay’, was home to at least seven ancestral 
Haida villages.

Countless stories document the historical 
importance of the west coast; it is home to 
powerful Haida ancestral mothers and sea-
going supernatural beings. These supernatural 
beings are said to live in the many unique 
landforms along the shoreline of the west 
coast. Throughout time, the rivers, creeks, and 
streams were home to supernatural beings 
named Creek Women, who lived at the heads 
of the waterways.

Archaeology complements recorded 
Haida oral history. In 2004, archaeologists 
documented an ancient cave at the head of 
a fjord on the west side of Moresby Island. 
Bear bones uncovered at this site were dated 
to 10,000 years old; additional evidence 
found in the cave confirmed that Haidas 
living in the area in ancient times ate a diet of 
marine-based foods. 

Historically and in contemporary times, 
from one end to the other, the entire west 
coast is a hugely productive area supporting 
diverse ecosystems that contribute to 
commercial and food fisheries. As the home 
to several clans and supernatural beings, 
Daawuuxusda holds a deep and important 
history for Haida people.
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2014 House of Assembly
Friday morning, at the 2014 House of 
Assembly, an air of tension hung over an 
unsettled crowd of citizens who were quietly 
speaking to each other of their fears about a 
developing incident. 

“It felt like everyone on Haida Gwaii 
was awake, aware and poised for action,” 
said Ginn waadluu un uula isdaa ayagang 
Trevor Russ, Vice-president of the Council 
of the Haida Nation. “The hall was quiet 
but intense and without any spoken 
words we were forming up to take action. 
Protecting our homeland was all that was in 
my mind, and I know it was in my brothers 
and sisters, too.” 

This year’s assembly took a turn far 
from the ordinary that morning. Suddenly, 
amidst the discussions and reports at the 
four-day meeting, President kil tlaats ’gaa 
Peter Lantin announced that there was 
a crisis unfolding on the west coast: The 
Coast Guard was anticipating that a drifting 
Russian container ship, the Simushir, 
would run aground on the shores of Gwaii 
Haanas in about three hours. If the ship were 
wrecked it could spill 500 tonnes of bunker-
fuel, 60 metric tonnes of diesel, and 94 
metric tonnes of dangerous goods, including 
34 metric tonnes of materials classified as 
’marine pollutants,’ along the rocky shoreline.

Without hesitation, CHN reps and citizens 
responded by assembling a team and setting 
up an emergency command centre in the 
Old Massett Village Council Chambers. The 
team included experienced mariners, marine 
eco-system experts and the CHN executive, 
who collectively engaged with federal and 
provincial institutions to mitigate the potential 
disaster and communicate with citizens.

Earlier on Tuesday, the first day of HoA, 
kil tlaats ‘gaa delivered his President’s 
Report, which emphasized that Haida people, 
without doubt, do hold title to Haida Gwaii 
and the surrounding waters. He said it was 
important to continue on the path to title, 
while attempting to reconcile our differences 
with the Crown through negotiation. 

According to the nation’s legal report , 
the title case is supported by a continually 
strengthening body of evidence. The Title 
Case work proceeds parallel to reconciliation 
negotiations, as well as launching two 
additional legal challenges over the last year: 
first, to the federal government’s approval 

of the Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline 
Project, and second to the decision to open 
the 2014 herring fishery in Haida Gwaii.  
Moreover, on June 26 the Supreme Court 
of Canada officially recognized Tsilhqot’in 
title to a portion of their territory, in the 
William case. That case decision recognized 
Tsilhqot’in title to 1750 square kilometres and 
affirmed a territorial approach to title, rather 
than a small-spots ‘postage stamp’ approach. 
CHN intervened in the appeal to the Supreme 
Court of Canada, providing legal argument 
supporting reconciliation of territorial-based 
Aboriginal Title.

In addition to continually building the 
Haida Title case, the nation is pursuing 
recognition of Haida Title, outside the 
courts. The Kunst’aa guu Kunst’aayah 
Reconciliation Protocol signed by the Haida 
Nation and province of BC in 2009 seeks 
to reconcile Haida and Crown titles. Part of 
that reconciliation is the recognition of Haida 
Title by the Crown, in this case the province. 
The Tsilhqot’in decision and the strength 

of the Haida case continue to influence 
dialogue between the two parties and the 
ongoing implementation of the Kunst’aa guu 
Kunst’aayah protocol. On October 23, the 
CHN also met with federal government 
representatives in what has become an 
ongoing process to develop a mandate 
by which the federal government can 
negotiate various issues with the Haida 
nation, such as fisheries. 

This September a delegation of 65 
Heiltsuk people attended a ’waahlg̱ahl 
potlatch hosted in G̱aauu to ratify a 
peace treaty that was initiated prior to 
‘contact’. The treaty recognizes the family 
relationships between both nations, the 
common use of the ocean, and includes an 
agreement on ocean boundaries. Another 
celebration to ratify the treaty is scheduled 
for the summer of 2015 in Heiltsuk territory.

As prayers were being said throughout 
the Islands and the wind began to push the 
drifting ship Simushir away from the shores 
of Gwaii Haanas, the HoA commenced 
discussion of the first resolution presented 

to the House, entitled ‘Bill C 628 to Prohibit 
Oil Tankers’. After lively consideration, 
unanimous acceptance of the resolution 
reaffirmed that oil supertankers are banned 
from Haida territory, and that the Haida nation 
opposes any transportation of refined, crude, 
and bitumen oil through Haida waters. This 
resolution supports Bill C-628, which MP 
Nathan Cullen recently tabled in Canada’s 
House of Commons.

In a following resolution the Haida 
nation voted to oppose the province of 
BC’s economic agenda to develop and 
export Liquid Natural Gas. Prior to this 
resolution, and over the last year, the CHN 
conducted research and site visits in the 
Treaty 8 territory of Dane-zaa, also known 
as Northeastern British Columbia. That 
research confirmed first hand that the LNG 
extraction process pollutes millions of 
gallons of fresh water, contaminates wildlife, 
and damages the culture, health, and 

by Graham Richard

HoA continued on page 6...

L-R: Natalie Hunter, Daylon Bell, Blake Zeller, Heidi Marks, 
Hannah Parnell, Tianna Parnell, and Caylene Bell at the House 
of Assembly in Gaauu.
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environments of fellow First Nations and 
local communities. The resolution states the 
position of the Haida nation and respects the 
decisions made by Treaty 8 nations in their 
own territory.

Everything is connected, and interestingly 
these resolutions complement the HoA’s 
approval of the Haida Gwaii Marine 
Plan, which outlines steps for supporting 
the Islands’ communities while ensuring 
healthy ecosystems. CHN and the province 
of British Columbia co-led the planning 
process in consultation with the Haida 
community and other residents of the 
Islands, ‘stakeholders’, local governments 
and the broader public. Considerable input 
was also provided by the Haida Marine 
Work Group and Haida Gwaii Marine 
Advisory Committee. The Haida Gwaii 
Marine Plan is one of four marine plans that 
have been developed for the North Coast.

This year the HoA also voted to approve 
one of the first steps of another large and 
ongoing initiative. By collecting and 
organizing information about Haida clans and 
families, the Hereditary Baseline establishes 
a database that CHN will use to consider 
claims of Haida ancestry and then be in the 
position to confer citizenship on individuals. 
The data collection process has been in the 
works for over a year and involved holding 
more than 75 clan meetings, which included 
input from chiefs, matriarchs and citizens. 
The establishment of a Hereditary Baseline 
is necessary so that the project can proceed to 
the next step. 

With the approval of the Hereditary 
Baseline, CHN can bring a Citizenship 
Act forward to the 2015 HoA. The Act will 
outline legislation and policy to govern the 
citizenship program and processes, including 
registration and printing of citizenship 
cards. Between now and the next HoA, 
a draft Citizenship Act will be presented 
for discussion to gather comments and 
concerns. This input will ensure that the final 
draft presented at the 2015 HoA meets the 
requirements and expectations of citizens.

The 2014 HoA voted to hold a special 
HoA from February 24th and 25th in 
G̱aauu to discuss the Constitution of the 
Haida Nation and vote on 17 proposed 
constitutional amendments.

For the love of artHoA continued from page 5.

Yahl Aadaa Cori Savard’s work, “Thunderstruck”, sold for $500.

Billy Yovanovich Jr. contributed five works. His work, “Raven in the 
Shape of a Clamshell with First Men”, sold for $160.

Darrell Oike’s work, “Pacific Herring With Bull Kelp”, sold for $285.

Art lovers raised $9,600 at the Haida Gwaii 
Museum’s first annual fundraiser-gala this 
past September. 

Thirty-one artists contributed about 65 
works on 4”x 4” canvasses to help raise 
the funds. The museum then auctioned the 
vibrant micro-art to over 100 supporters. 

Funds from each work were split 50/50 
between the museum and the artist. 

Museum staff and volunteers are already 
busy planning for next year’s gala, which they 
hope to expand to include live music and a 
broader spectrum of artwork.
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On luck and a prayer
Last week, as the disabled cargo ship 
Simushir drifted closer and closer to Haida 
Gwaii’s coastline, many Islands residents 
felt a growing sense of helplessness and 
frustration.  Carrying 500 metric tonnes of 
bunker fuel and 60 metric tonnes of diesel 
fuel, as well as 94 metric tonnes of dangerous 
goods (including almost 34 metric tonnes 
of goods classified as ‘marine pollutants’), 
the incident posed a devastating threat to 
the archipelago’s environment and, by 
extension, the cultural and social practices 
of Haida and other Islands residents. While 
CHN executive and staff worked long hours 
through the weekend to raise awareness 
about the situation and to avert the 135 meter 
ship from a potentially disastrous grounding, 
many Haida citizens and Islanders were left 
wondering: what can we do to help?  

Calming seas and the perseverance of 
the Coast Guard vessel crew aboard the 
Gordon Reid contributed substantially to 
securing the Simushir. But good luck and 
good weather is not an acceptable marine 
emergency response plan for the people who 
call these islands and surrounding waters 
home. "It was luck," kil tlaats’gaa Peter 
Lantin said of the incident in an interview 
with the Canadian Press. "The news coming 
in was it's going to hit shore and we have 
to get ready for that. We were helpless. We 
were sitting, watching a disaster happen in 
our back yard."

Now that the container ship has been 
docked in Prince Rupert, a related but 
different question has been emerging: 
what can we do to make sure we are 
more prepared?

Planning for future marine emergency 
responses is already underway on Haida 
Gwaii. In June, as part of a regional First 
Nations-BC Marine Planning Partnership 
(MaPP) initiative, CHN held a two-day 
workshop in G̱aauu Old Massett that focused 
on a better understanding of response 
preparedness for the archipelago. CHN 
invited key people and organizations for 
discussions about developing Geographic 
Response Plans (GRPs) for Haida Gwaii 
in the event of oil spills. Marine response 
specialists Stafford Reid and Graham Knox 
led the workshop which was attended by 
provincial employees, CHN staff, and local 
people currently involved in marine response. 

The BC Ministry of Environment is 
the lead provincial agency for marine 
emergencies related to the spill of hazardous 
materials (excluding oil, which in marine 
areas is federally regulated). The ministry is 
expected to direct the on-site response to a 
spill in cooperation with other jurisdictions, 
including First Nations, local governments 
and the party responsible for the release of 
hazardous materials. Together they form 
a body called the Incident Command Post 
(ICP). The party held responsible for a 

spill is usually the ship-owner, who is also 
responsible – in principle at least - for paying 
all costs related to the emergency response 
and subsequent restoration work. 

But what happens immediately after 
a marine emergency is identified? The 
Canadian Coast Guard has the initial 
responsibility for responding if there is 
potential for loss of life or vessels. If there is a 
risk of oil pollution an ICP is established and 
response management teams assemble and 
deploy. This may take several days. Response 
times in more remote areas with capricious 
winter weather - such as Haida Gwaii - may 
not be adequate to prevent a disaster from 
occurring. This was made clear last weekend, 
when the Canadian tug boat Barbara Foss 
arrived over twenty-four hours after the 
announcement that the Simushir had lost 
power and was drifting towards G̱aawg̱aay.ah 
Gowgaia Bay. 

Geographic Response Plans come into 
play after a serious vessel casualty such as a 
grounding, sinking or collision that results in 
an oil spill. Typically a GRP contains a map 
that highlights priority areas for protection 
as well as the locations of key resources 
such as barges and booms. It also contains 
contact information of local people who are 
able and willing to assist in responding to a 
marine emergency by contributing either local 

Beefing up the Haida Gwaii response to accidents 
by Molly Clarkson

Photo: Jason Drury

On luck and a prayer continued on page 8...
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Emergency response gels
Bovec ran aground east of Prince Rupert in 2000. The vessel sat on the rocks for a month before it was freed.

Photo: w
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knowledge, equipment, or help with logistics. 
Rapid and effective on-the-ground response 
is an important outcome of an up-to-date, 
tested, and comprehensive GRP. In turn, a 
rapid response can help reduce the threat and 
impacts of a spill.

A GRP is an effective tool for initial 
responses to marine emergencies such as oil 
spills because the plans are developed at the 
local scale with attention to specific places 
and people. This can include the availability 
of equipment, human capacity, and expertise 
about local environments and geographies. 
For instance, Haida Gwaii’s proximity to 
several notoriously volatile bodies of water 
presents specific risks to marine-vessel traffic 
and, by extension, the marine environment.  
Local knowledge and values also inform 
the development of response plans by 
identifying important areas (like near-
shore communities and salmon habitat) and 
providing information about local waterways 
and conditions.

Currently, no GRPs have been developed 
for the North Coast region. One deliverable 
of the Marine Planning Partnership initiative 
is to help communities in the planning area, 
including Haida Gwaii, understand and define 
the nature and scope of GRPs. In turn, the 
Haida Gwaii Marine Plan has identified the 
development of GRPs for Haida Gwaii as a 
priority action. The workshop in June started 
the conversation; however, development of 
GRPs will require the knowledge and support 
of Haida citizens and Islands residents. 

GRPs are only one part of a much 
larger marine response picture. Systems 
to prevent marine casualties in the first 
place, such as proximity of ocean rescue 
tugs to shipping routes, are essential. 
Other response requirements in the 
event of a spill include practice drills 
and exercises, communications plans for 
notifying communities, environmental 
damage assessments, and post-incident 
reviews. However, developing GRPs 
for Haida Gwaii in consultation with 
Haida citizens, Islands residents, local 
governments and stewardship groups 
will bring us closer to being able to take 
action should a near-disaster like the 
Simushir incident occur again. 

When Haida citizens learned at the 2014 
House of Assembly that Russian container 
vessel Simushir was drifting towards the 
shoreline of Gwaii Haanas on Friday October 
17th, Haida Nation leadership immediately 
set up an emergency command centre in 
the Old Massett Village Council Chambers 
at G̱aauu. There the team began gathering 
information and communicating about the 
situation through telephone interviews, social 
media updates and press releases. 

That information quickly became the 
foundation for discussions with provincial and 
federal counterparts. The three governments 
were able to reference the Haida nation’s in-
depth knowledge about the  marine life that 
surrounds Haida Gwaii, the cultural sites that 
populate the shores close to where Simushir 
was drifting, and the geological features of 
Daawuuxusdaa. The team also depended 
on the first-hand experience of the marine 
experts and mariners who were part of the 
nation’s command centre. After the Haida 
emergency command-centre team guided 
efforts throughout Friday, the provincial and 
federal agencies resolved to create a inter-
governmental Incident Command Centre 
[ICC] in Daajing Giids Village of Queen 
Charlotte the following day. 

Note to Readers: This article alternates between 
northern and southern Haida dialects.
English – West Coast of Haida Gwaii
Gaauu Xaad Kil – Duuguusd
Hlgaagilda Xaayda Kil – Daawuuxusda

by Graham Richard

On Saturday the Haida emergency 
command team convened and then met 
with representatives of the BC Ministry of 
Environment, the Canadian Coast Guard, 
Transport Canada, the RCMP, Parks Canada, 
and Environment Canada. Together they 
formed an Incident Command Centre at 
the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resources building. Nang Jingwas Russ 
Jones, Chee Xial Taaiixou Roy Jones Jr, 
President kil tlaats ’gaa Peter Lantin, Vice-
president Ginn waadluu un uula isdaa 
ayagang Trevor Russ, Yaahl Iiwaans Brad 
Setso, Jason Thompson, Chris McDougall, 
Robert Davis, and Wilson Brown were the 
nation’s team members.

The Haida team advised the ICC , 
contributing local knowledge about where 
the Simushir could take refuge if necessary. 
At the same time, they tracked and mapped 
the drifting vessel, factoring in the tide, 
waves, wind, and the direction in which 
Simushir was facing, to predict where 
the drifting ship might come ashore if 
circumstances did not improve.

“The way that Simushir was facing, the 
bridge [of the ship] was acting as a sail,” 
said Chee Xial Taaiixou Roy Jones Jr, a 
Haida team member with extensive fishing 
experience in the area. This ‘bridge-effect’ 
helped ‘sail’ the ship away from shore, he 
explained. “[Fortunately] the nose of the 

On luck and a prayer continued from page 7.

Response gels continued on page 9...
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ship was facing Haida Gwaii. Without that, it 
could have hit the shore – [and] a lot sooner – 
[considering] the wind and other factors.”

Throughout the incident CHN was able 
to quickly respond to the unfolding situation 
and accurately communicate information 
to citizens and the public. As a result, 
the ICC would like the CHN to take the 
communications lead if and when future 
incidents arise.

Throughout the emergency the ICC 
recognized that Haida Gwaii lacks proper 
marine-emergency training and equipment. 
At this point in time, a third-party contractor 
provides spill response for Haida Gwaii, and 
local spill-response equipment is stored in 
two small lockers. In the case of a spill, extra 
equipment would have to be sent from Prince 
Rupert. Considering the ineffectiveness of 
spill-response in general, this leaves Haida 
Gwaii very vulnerable in its lack of ability to 
respond to marine emergencies.

The situation is worsened by the fact that 
Haida Gwaii has no capacity to prevent a 
vessel from grounding, in the first place. A 
mandate from the 2013 House of Assembly 
tasked the CHN to engage at federal, 
provincial, and industrial levels to ensure 
Haida Gwaii has a world class marine-
emergency response system that would 
include proper ocean-rescue tugs and marine 
response units. The Simushir incident has 
accelerated this discussion, and the ICC 
resolved that two CHN representatives will 

contribute, alongside Transport Canada, to a 
working group that will address tanker and 
transport traffic safety.

Later, on Saturday, Haida team-members 
flew over the Simushir at 5 pm. When they 
arrived, the tugboat Barbara Foss had just 
finished putting Simushir under tow, using the 
drifting vessel’s mooring line. Three Coast 
Guard vessels were standing by, in the vicinity.

“The flight out was bumpy as the winds 
were still high,” said Trevor Russ, Vice-
president of the Haida Nation. “We circled 
the site three or four times, getting low to 
see what was happening on the deck of the 
Simushir. The tow line had just been attached 
and the crew of the Barbara Foss were 
tightening the line. It was a sight to see as 
the seas were still high and the Simushir was 
pounding pretty heavy.”

The last party to join the ICC were 
employees of Gallagher Marine Systems 
who were representing the ship’s owners.  
They arrived on Sunday afternoon just 
before Simushir left Haida territory at around 
7:30 pm and at about the time the ICC’s 
work was concluded.

“We need to do a major follow-through on 
this,” urged Chee Xial Taaiixou. “We have 
steps to take as a people, to start protecting 
ourselves from events like this. It’s up to us to 
act, now. This was an event that nobody was 
ready for and it could’ve been catastrophic if 
[Simushir] did come ashore.”

Previous container ship accidents 
in Prince Rupert

Response gels continued from page 9...

2014 July 14
The 228-metre bulk carrier Amakusa Island 
runs aground as it moves from Ridley Island 
coal terminal to its assigned anchorage at 
Prince Rupert Harbour. After four hours the 
rising tide refloats the vessel, which is laden 
with 80,000 metric tonnes of coal. Dive teams 
seal a tear in Amakusa Island’s outer hull, 
where water has flooded three of the ship’s 
ballast compartments.

2012 November 20
The 279-metre container ship Hanjin Geneva 
runs aground on a sandy bar at the entrance of 
Prince Rupert Harbour when it maneuvers to 
avoid a small fishing boat. The following day, 
five tugs help to refloat the vessel and tow it 
to port.

2009 December 18
The 190-metre bulk carrier Sophia Z runs 
aground at Bishop Island in Prince Rupert 
Harbour while navigating from its anchorage 
to the Prince Rupert Grain Terminal. Within 
two hours the incoming tide refloats the 
vessel. Sophia Z then berths at the terminal 
and loads its intended cargo. Extremely poor 
weather, including strong winds and low vis-
ibility conditions, contributed to the incident.

2009 September 25
The 187-metre Petersfield strikes Grant Point 
on Maitland Island in Huxley Channel while 
outbound from Kitimat along Enbridge’s 
proposed tanker route.

2007 January 15
The 225-metre bulk carrier Pacific Paradise 
runs aground on the beach south of Douglas 
Point in Prince Rupert Harbour. The vessel 
was anchored at a designated site when 
gale-force winds caused it to drag its anchor. 
Two hours later, tugs help to refloat the ves-
sel, which then ties up at Northland Cruise 
Terminal for inspection. Pacific Paradise 
sustains no serious damage. Poor weather, 
including 60-knot winds and rough seas, 
contributed to the incident.

The vessel Amasuka Island while moving to Prince Rupert harbour ran aground puncturing the outer hull and flooding 
three of the ship’s ballast compartments. 

Photo: G
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Conserving nature. This is at the heart of 
what we were all doing in Sydney, Australia 
for the IUCN World Parks Congress. 

Inspired is an understatement as to how 
I feel in the early days of being here on the 
other side of the world. I’ve been feeling a 
full array of emotions, mostly pride and love 
for all the work that people throughout the 
world are doing to address the main theme of 
this gathering: to conserve nature. 

We are not alone on Haida Gwaii in our 
journey to protect our Islands. The indigenous 
peoples of Africa, Australia, South America, 
Europe and Asia are all gathered here with 
this common purpose and I feel more hope 
for our planet than ever. There is still a lot 
of work to do but there has been incredible 
progress made since the last World Parks 
Congress in Durban, South Africa in 2003. 

Speaking of the last WPC, I’m a little 
embarrassed that I didn’t immediately realize 

We do make a difference
The International Union for Conservation of Nature World Parks Congress (IUCN–WPC), Sydney 2014 

By kil tlaats ‘gaa Peter Lantin

Blue Mountains are part of the aboriginal Dharug, Gundungurra, Wanaruah, Wiradjuri, Darkinjung and Tharawal nations’ traditional territory.

Photo: kil tlaats ‘gaa

the significance of that event. In 2003, the 
late Nelson Mandela made one of his many 
inspirational speeches – one about the future 
of protected areas and conservation efforts. 
He emphasized that the future is in the hands 
of the youth. He spoke to the importance of 
involving the youth in the work of protected 
areas and conservation, and said that without 
the involvement of the youth, the future 
cannot be secured. He urged the congress to 
give priority to this objective, and this theme 
has continued into Sydney 2014. 

The opening ceremony of the World Parks 
Congress acknowledged Mr Mandela’s 
presence in 2003 and his continued presence 
today. The two events were symbolically 
tied together by having his great-grandson, 
Luvuyo Mandela, speak at the opening 
ceremony. It was inspiring having the 
presence of Mandela in the room and my 
heart swelled with pride knowing that we 

are part of this effort to conserve nature. 
It also made me a little scared in terms of 
the responsibility to honour and live up to 
Mandela’s vision, but here we are, part of the 
cause, part of the journey, and I could not be 
more proud to be here and experiencing this. 
It would be unjust to not end this paragraph 
with a quote from his 2003 speech: “A 
sustainable future for humankind depends on 
a caring partnership with nature as much as 
anything else.”

On another note, we have been struggling 
with our name-tags stating that we are 
representatives from “Canada”. I’ve always 
believed that the Canadian stereotype on 
the international stage was one based on 
our politeness and respectful behaviour. 
While I still believe that is true, when it 
comes to stepping out onto the international 
environmental and indigenous-rights stage, 
our reputation is changing rapidly. Our 
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reputation is now on a downward trajectory 
and preparing to crash on the floor of this 
international stage. When our Emerald Edge 
delegation got up to introduce ourselves, 
delegates were focused on what happened 
at the World Conference on Indigenous 
Peoples this past September. Canada was 
the only member state to raise objections 
to the consensus statement that reaffirmed 
support for the UN Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples. It was difficult to 
have other indigenous people view us in this 
light, even though I know they did not paint 
us with this brush, but the basic principle is 
there – Canada does not respect nor recognize 
the rights of indigenous people and therefore 
does not support those who are dedicated to 
conserving nature. This is our new reputation.

 So that’s it for this blog and I’m going to 
end with a positive reflection. It’s incredible to 
be part of an international community where 
everyone you meet and speak with is actively 
engaged in the important work of protecting 
our planet. This international community 
is coming together to fight back against 

industrialization, to rally amongst one another 
to provide inspiration and guidance to further 
the cause of conservation, and to establish 
protected areas throughout the world. 

The world is a global village and 
the indigenous people are leading the 
charge with support from many dedicated 
individuals and organizations. We have 

to have the courage to face the truth of 
the predicament we are facing. I am truly 
grateful to The Nature Conservancy for 
this opportunity to represent the indigenous 
people of our nation.

Photo: kil tlaats ‘gaa
Photo: kil tlaats ‘gaa

kil tlaats ‘gaa and Kelly Brown (second from left) gift Irene Davey (fourth from left) and Cissy Gore (fifth from left) from the Kimberly Land Council with two Haida Heiltsuk Peace Treaty 
Potlatch blankets.

Sandstone formations make up part of the Greater Blue Mountains Area World Heritage Site 
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#: A Sign of the Times
To keep up to date with changing 
technology and deliver the nation’s news 
to you quickly, Haida Laas is changing 
its ways. 

In the last few years, smart phones, 
apps-for-everything, and the rise of social 
media have radically changed the way 
people on Haida Gwaii and around the 
world are communicating. The demand for 
the Council of the Haida Nation and Haida 
Laas to stay relevant and keep ahead of the 
curve is a challenge on many levels. 

Today, citizens rightly expect to be 
able to find and receive information on 
any platform or device. To meet those 
expectations the CHN is reconfiguring the 
way it produces and delivers information 
to you.

CHN is introducing changes that are based 
on the following assumptions: 

•   Directly communicating detailed 
information is necessary to keep 
citizens informed about CHN activities.

•   The need to produce and publish  
information quickly is critical. 
•   The need to communicate CHN and 
Haida nation information to a broader 
public is important.
Based on these assumptions Haida Laas 

is moving the stories produced for the 
general public on-line where they will be 
accessible to anyone who is interested in 
the activities of the nation. 

Haidanation.ca and Facebook will be 
updated as stories are written. The CHN 
web site, with its new look, will display 
these stories prominently where they will 
be easy to find and read. The site has also 
been “optimized” to be even more readable 
on your phones, tablets and laptops. 

The Facebook page, Twitter feed and 
Instagram page are working well and will 
continue to function as they are, though it 
is anticipated that Twitter will be used more 
often – subscribe if you have not already 
signed up  <@CHN_haidanation>. 

The move toward delivering more 
CHN information online does not mean 
the end of the printed Haida Laas. In 
addition to the web and mobile focus, 
the CHN Communications Program will 
continue to produce a paper version of 
Haida Laas – the only difference is that 
it will be published quarterly following 
the Seasonal Sessions and House of 
Assembly. The publication will provide 
citizens with more detailed reporting-
out of the sessions and will contain other 
material on hot issues. The paper will be 
delivered directly to Haida households 

and mailed to citizens living away. 
There will not be a general distribution 
of the paper version as there has been 
in the past. Citizens can also expect 
more CHN information coming to their 
households in the form of newsflashes 
and information bulletins.

The intent of this reconfiguration of 
the CHN Communications Program and 
its products is to ensure that citizens are 
informed quickly, and in greater detail, 
about the nation’s business.


