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Canada stirred the United Nations into 
standing ovation on the morning of 
May 10, 2016. 

The Indigenous Affairs and Northern 
Development Minister Carolyn Bennett 
announced the nation was reversing its 
position of opposition to the United Nations 
Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous 
People (UNDRIP). 

When the Human Rights Council adopted 
the declaration in June 2006, along with 
143 member-states, Canada was one of just 
four states to oppose it alongside Australia, 
New Zealand, and the United States. In 
2010 the conservative government shifted its 
position to endorse the declaration as a non-
legally binding, “aspirational document”. 
But as of this May, Canada has announced 
it is a full supporter of UNDRIP “without 
qualification”.

The 46 articles in the declaration not 
only acknowledge indigenous peoples’ 
basic human rights, but also recognize their 
individual and collective rights to self-
determination, language, and: 

• The right to multicultural democracy 
and decentralized governance

• The right to autonomy or self-
government in matters relating 

Canada gets it right
to their internal and local affairs, 
as well as ways and means for 
financing their autonomous functions

• The right to maintain and strengthen 
their distinct political, legal, economic, 
social and cultural institutions

• The right to freely determine their 
political status and freely pursue 
their economic, social and cultural 
development

“We need to move beyond the system of 
imposed governance and I am confident that 
we have the legal tools to do so,” Minister of 
Justice Puglaas (Jody Wilson-Raybould) said 
in a speech to the United Nations General 
Assembly. 

“For Indian, Inuit and Métis peoples we 
can and will breathe life into section 35 of 
Canada’s Constitution, which recognizes and 
affirms existing Aboriginal and treaty rights. 
[…] The challenge moving forward, I submit, 
is not to fight battles already won, but rather 
to translate these hard-fought-for rights into 
practical and meaningful benefits on the 
ground in our communities.”

The Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous 
People is available for you to read here: http://
www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/
DRIPS_en.pdf

Gathering at theUnited Nations Headquarters, New York.

Photo: Indian Law
 Resource Centre
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Small but deadly
Canada gets it right Haida Gwaii has its fair share of invasive 

species, some of them are all around 
nuisances, such as the racoons and rats that 
lay waste to seabird colonies, while others 
like the Sitka black-tailed deer have had a 
mix of impacts – some negative (reduced 
vegetation cover and plant species richness) 
and some positive (charred venison backstrap 
with horseradish cream sauce, anyone?).

A species is considered “invasive” if it 
meets two criteria. First, it must be an alien 
species, which is any species that is not native 
to the area.  Second, it must have negative 
ecological, social, and/or economic effects in 
the area that it has invaded.

There are over 30 alien marine species in 
the waters of Haida Gwaii, but most do not 
seem to have a significant negative impact.  A 
few of these alien species may be detrimental 
to Haida Gwaii, but we do not know enough 
to understand their impacts.  These potentially 
harmful aliens include Japanese skeleton 
shrimp (Caprella mutica), Japanese ogonori 
seaweed (Gracilaria vermiculophylla), and 
Japanese wireweed (Sargassum muticum).  
However, the aliens of most concern to us are 
two species of invasive tunicates that were 
recently introduced to Haida Gwaii and that 
are known to cause significant ecological and 
economic impacts.

by Molly Clarkson

While there are some native types of 
tunicates in Haida Gwaii, the extensive, 
gelatinous and brightly coloured organic 
mats created by the recently introduced 
Chain tunicate (Botrylloides violaceus) and 
the Star tunicate (Botryllus sclosseri) pose 
significant risks to the marine environment. 
Both species spread quickly, smothering 
native seaweeds, barnacles, shellfish and 
anything else in their path. These species of 
tunicates are also known to disrupt shellfish 
aquaculture operations by growing over 
cages and other infrastructure, creating a 
significant economic cost.

These two types of tunicates have been 
detected in Masset and Skidegate inlets and 
around Langara Island (Egeria Bay) and the 
Bischof Islands in Gwaii Haanas. In a recent 
survey of the Masset and Queen Charlotte 
docks, the Haida Fisheries and the Haida 
Oceans Technical Team found significant 
growth of the Chain and Star tunicates just a 
foot below the low tide line. Tunicates have 
also been found growing on the hulls of boats 
moored at these locations.

As part of implementation of the Haida 
Gwaii Marine Plan, the Council of the 
Haida Nation and the Province of BC will 
be working with the Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada, Gwaii Haanas, and other agencies to 
develop a strategy to prevent the introduction 
of new aquatic invasive species and stop 
the spread of species that are already here. 
This will include an expanded monitoring 
program, and a survey of vessel traffic.

There are a number of other invasive 
aquatic species that pose a risk to Haida 
Gwaii but which have not yet been recorded 
here. Understanding the way these species 
spread is a good first step towards developing 
methods to prevent their introduction, though 
in some instances, like the European green 
crab (Carcinus maenas), the spread is caused 
by natural phenomena such as larval dispersal 
and is therefore not controllable.

Understanding how aquatic invaders that 
are already present in Haida Gwaii spread 
from place to place is also important. The 
invasive tunicates are particularly abundant 
at dock sites because they are spread on the 
hulls of boats. They can also be spread by 
gear from shellfish aquaculture and fisheries.

The Province of BC and Enbridge’s 
Northern Gateway project must pay 
Coastal First Nations (CFN) and Gitga’at 
First Nation $230,000 for court costs 
according to a Supreme Court of BC 
decision made on Tuesday, May 10. 

This decision arose from the court’s 
findings earlier on in January 2016. 
At the time BC had handed over its 
authority to assess the environmental 

Province to pay
impact of Enbridge’s proposed Northern 
Gateway Pipeline project to the National 
Energy Board, a federal body.

In January, the court found that 
by signing over its authority through 
an Equivalency Agreement, and 
subsequently failing to terminate that 
agreement, BC violated its statutory 
duties, and breached its duty to consult 
with the Gitga’at First Nation.

Japanese Skeleton Shrimp (Caprella mutica) are amphipod crustaceans from eastern Asia. The species is now found in 
Haida Gwaii waters, including the Masset dock, Skidegate Inlet, and Cumshewa Inlet. 

Photo: Departm
ent of Fisheries and O

ceans
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A Perfect Fit
Held at the Tluu Xaadaa Naay in Gaw 
during the evening of May 2, 2016, the 
Wellness Dinner and launch of the Halaa 
Ga Taa cookbook was a mix of delectable 
food and enjoyable entertainment, with all 
proceeds benefiting the Wellness Warriors 
Activity Fund.

Well attended with an abundance of 
dishes featured in the Halaa Ga Taa 
cookbook, the evening’s success was due to 
the many volunteers, cooks and outpouring 
of community support. In addition to the 
exceptional buffet style dinner, attendees 
were graced with storytelling by Kung 

Jaadee Roberta Kennedy, and songs by 
SGaalanglaay, Vern Williams Jr, Nang K’idaa 
Leegas Jordan Seward, and Jaskwaan.

The idea for a cookbook and dinner came 
out of the Haida Owned and Operated course, 
which develops skills to enable citizens to 
start their own businesses. In this exercise 
participants were assigned to groups and 
tasked with raising money with a focus on the 
three “Cs” – Cash, Community, and Culture. 
Four groups were given $1000 each to hold 
an event.

Group members Jana McCleod, Ileah 
Mattice, Kuuyang Lisa White, Guulee 

Cynthia Samuels, and Sean Yeltatzie, decided 
to make a cookbook promoting local foods. 
“We wanted to promote awareness of what 
we put into our bodies, and what we put into 
our foods,” said Kuuyang.

The group had a choice, keep the profits 
or donate them to an organization or group. 
Kuuyang explained that their group decided 
to give the money to the Wellness Warriors 
Activity Fund. The Wellness Warriors, a 
collaborative program run through the Haida 
Health Centre, Haida Gwaii Society for 
Community Peace, and Northern Health, is 
about removing the stigma of addiction and 

by Juskwaan

Promoting Wellness with Haida Foods

Kuuyang Lisa White, Ileah Mattice, Guulee Cynthia Samuels, Jana McCleod and Sean Yeltatzie; the team who created the Halaa Ga Taa cookbook.

Photo: Haida Laas/Jaskw
aan
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The rising sun brightens the clouds, stirring 
wiid Swainson’s thrush to song. Their 
rising melody runs through the ripening 
sk’awGandala Salmon berries and the white 
guugadiis Thimble berry flowers look like 
big buttons. 

Inside the Old Massett Community 
Hall Haida citizens settled into two days 
of in-depth and intense discussions. To 
begin citizens reminded one another of the 
standards and principles that carried the Haida 
Nation through some of its toughest decades. 
With a strong reminder to all of the strength 
and heart that has held the Nation together, 
and the ability for the Nation to resolve issues 
of importance, the assembly tackled the 
business at hand.

Title Case
The Council of the Haida Nation is looking 
for the first available court date to take the 
Haida Title case to trial. In February, CHN 
filed its amended pleadings and while the 
Province of BC has responded, Canada is 
awaiting instructions from the Crown. At 
this point, CHN does not expect Canada to 
alter its pleadings in spite of the Tsilhqot’in 
ruling, which recognized title to 1750 square 
kilometres of territory historically occupied 
by the Tsilhqot’in people.

As CHN waits, it continues to compile 
evidence which includes core affidavits, 
oral history translation, multidisciplinary 
fieldwork, mapping, and historical and 
anthropological data. A review of archived 
CHN materials that concluded in March 
included 1500 maps, over 1000 boxes of 
documents, and over 5000 hours of audio-
recordings. In addition CHN is currently 
sorting through over 4000 digital files and 
is consulting with Old Massett Village 

CHN REPORTING OUT

Council and Skidegate Band Council 
regarding their archives.

Reconciliation with Canada
In consideration of the Title Case, and in 
keeping with the mandate letter Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau provided to the 
Minister of Indigenous and Northern Affairs, 
Canada has moved to discuss Recognition 
of Rights at the reconciliation table. CHN 
expects to meet with Canadian cabinet 
ministers for further discussion soon.

Protecting ‘Iinang
Another sign of an improving relationship 
with Canada is the Minister of Fisheries, 
Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard’s 
concession that the 2016 ‘iinang herring 
fishery close in Haida Gwaii to allow the 
keystone species to recover. Canada’s 
decision supports the Nation’s closing of 
the fishery based on cultural and scientific 
evidence. ‘Iinang are a crucial contributor 
to the diets of most charismatic ocean 
species, but overfishing throughout the 
last decades has sent their numbers into 
alarming decline. Climate change is 
compounding this decline. In response to 
the minister’s closing of the fishery, CHN 
withdrew its case for judicial review of 
the Harper minister’s decision to keep the 
fishery open on December 23rd, 2014.

Reconciliation with BC
CHN also came to the reconciliation table 
with the Province of BC on May 11. The two 
governments approved a work plan priorities 
for 2016 and 2017. They also resolved to 

by Graham Richard

reporting out continued on page 6

Spring Session 2016promoting compassion.
Jen Chow, Dan Binnima, and Melissa 

Tyler, Mental Health and Addiction Services 
Clinicians, facilitate the Wellness Warriors 
program, which has serviced Gaw for 5 
years. Christopher Collison, a Wellness 
Warrior, addressed the packed longhouse and 
described the program in detail.

Kuuyang said the Wellness Warriors 
program is “nonjudgmental, focusing on 
healthy activities, and they offer a meal 
once a week rain or shine [5:00 pm every 
Tuesday]. They do dishes together, go berry 
picking, and so on. Our [Haida Owned and 
Operated] group recognizes the big struggle 
in our community with addictions, and the 
importance to highlight and talk about and 
become educated in these issues.” Guulee 
added, “The Wellness Warriors had applied 
for funding and were not approved, so we 
thought it would be a good thing to do [to 
donate the profit from sales to them.] It 
was a perfect fit.” The group, after paying 
back the course, made over $700 for the 
Wellness Warriors.  Jen Chow expressed 
appreciation, noting that “it’s a great treat to 
have some funds to be able to improve our 
programming, provide honoraria to guest 
speakers and presenters, and purchase some 
much needed supplies.”

The Halaa Ga Taa cookbook includes over 
30 recipes and features photos on the cover 
and throughout the book of T’aalang Stl’ang, 
home of the Haida Gwaii Rediscovery 
Program by camp cook, Cakes Baker.

Both Kuuyaang and Guulee emphasize 
the importance of promoting the environment 
through Haida Gwaii foods, especially since, 
as Guulee noted, “industry is bearing down 
on us at an accelerated pace.” Halaa Ga 
Taa does an excellent job showcasing what 
Haida Gwaii has to offer: Gaan ‘waadluwaan 
berries of all kinds, k’aad deer, xagu halibut, 
tsiin salmon, and k’yuu clams, featured in 
delicious recipes that guests of the dinner had 
a chance to sample.

Although the cookbook is sold out, 
Aaliiyah Mattice is taking orders and there 
may be another order soon.
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bring questions around hunting regulations to 
the Hereditary Chiefs Council for discussion.

Haida Governance
Questions around how to regulate the 
harvesting of fish, game, and medicines are 
of primary concern to CHN. As the Nation 
moves toward implementing Haida title and 
rights, CHN has begun to envision how it 
would like restructure to meet the challenges 
that managing the land and resources will 
bring. The Constitution of the Haida Nation, 
the Gwaii Haanas Agreement, and the 
Kunst’aa Guu–Kunst’aayah Reconciliation 
Protocol provide a foundation on which to 
build Haida authority and law. Implementing 
Haida Title effectively is a nation-wide 
undertaking that will rely on the contributions 
of all. Ongoing discussion within the Nation 
contributes to clarifying the roles of hereditary 
leadership, high ranking women, and 
community governments within the context 
of Haida Title.

Liquefied natural gas 
Fracked gas depends on a highly polluting 
extraction process that not only poisons land 
in the interior, but will put the coast in danger 
of tanker spills if it is exported overseas. 
While the Coastal First Nations table is now 
divided, with some First Nations supporting 
industrial plans and signing agreements with 
the Province and industry, the Haida Nation 

maintains its position of official opposition, as 
per the 2015 House of Assembly resolution 
citizens mandated. The Haida stand by the 
Nuxalk Nation in their resolve to protect their 
territories from industrial pollution.

To voice its concerns, the CHN met with 
the Canadian Environmental Assessment 
Agency to talk about Pacific Northwest 
LNG’s proposed fracked gas export facility 
on Flora Bank. The sandy estuary is a unique 
and fragile salmon nursery at the mouth of 
Sgiina Gandlaay Skeena River. The LNG 
project is one of several proposed fracked gas 
export facilities for the northwest coast. CHN 
reiterated its concerns around greenhouse 
gas pollution, ballast water, and increased 
tanker traffic, which will negatively effect fish 
stocks, whales populations, and contribute to 
climate change.

Enbridge
Among the rights the Haida Nation is fighting 
to maintain is the right to protect Haida 
territory from the risk of damage to the land 
and sea. As the deadline to begin construction 
of the Northern Gateway Pipeline project 

reporting out continued from page 5

“ It is time for a renewed, 
  nation-to-nation relationship         
  with Indigenous Peoples, based   
  on recognition of rights, respect,   
  co-operation, and partnership. ”

- Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in his Mandate Letter for Minister of Indigenous and Northern Affairs, 
  Dr Carolyn Bennett, November 2015.

nears, the National Energy Board is 
considering granting Enbridge a three-year 
extension. This has aroused concern that 
Prime Minister Trudeau may renege on his 
promise to protect the coast and citizens from 
oil tanker traffic. The Haida Nation remains 
resolute in its opposition to the proposed 
pipeline and continues to oppose oil tanker 
traffic through Haida territorial waters.

Energy
As the Islands’ community seeks to minimize 
its own negative climate impact, CHN is 
planning to hire an Energy Program Manager. 
This administrator will be dedicated full-time 
to finding sustainable energy solutions for 
Haida Gwaii while working closely with the 
Haida Nation Energy Council, which includes 
hereditary leaders, community governments, 
the CHN energy committee, and HaiCo.

Citizens who wish to make their views known regarding the proposed Northern 
Gateway Pipeline extension can do so by writing or faxing a letter to:

Secretary to the Board National Energy Board
517 Tenth Avenue SW
Calgary, Alberta T2R 0A8
Fax: 403.292.5503 or 1.877.288.8803
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Rich treasures flourish beneath the turbulent 
waters running through Juus Kaahlii Juskatla 
Narrows. These currents once supported 
numerous nearby villages, at least two of 
which were on the islet of Juus Gwaay alone, 
until it was logged during the 1970s. Just 
two years ago a vast archeological site was 
uncovered on the southeastern shore of Juus 
Kaahlii. A thick band of scattered remnants 
stretches through the forest well above the 
tide line, representing thousands of years     
of occupation.

“This spot really embodies the 
complexity of the area and the history that’s 
untouched,” explained CHN Stewardship 
Planning Coordinator Nick Reynolds as we 
cruised from Gamadiis Port Clements down 
Juskatla Main, a logging road that will take 
us to the centre of Haida Gwaii. “We can 
go to these places and understand what that 
history feels like.”

Finding our way blocked by a gravel 
truck and to go around it we venture forth 
into the dusty cobweb of rocky roads that 

weave about the forests. As we navigate 
the maze of thick grown alder we pass the 
“Mayan Temple”, a grassy hillock that rises 
conspicuously from a bend in the road. 
The barren, green pyramid was built from 
thousands of cubic metres of wood piled 
debris. It towers above the treetops in a 
surreal memorial to the felled forest that once 
surrounded it.

OUR 
PRIMORDIAL 
WOMB 
By Graham Richard

Yaahl Xuunjuuaas Robert Kennedy peering into an ancient test hole 
that is now occupied by taan.

primordial womb continued on page 8

Photo: Haida Laas/G
raham

 Richard 
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The shoreward forests on Haida Gwaii 
are highly productive, with an estimated 
mean annual increment (the volume of tree-
growth each year) of up to 12 cubic metres 
per hectare and for thousands of years this 
archeological area was inundated by swollen 
sea levels that steeped the soil in marine 
nutrients. Our Haida ancestors felled the 
cedars that thrived in the nutritious soil and 
worked them into the coveted canoes, mighty 
crossbeams, and towering monumental 
poles for which we are famously celebrated. 
Because sea levels at Juus Kaahlii were once 
up to 17 metres higher than today, lithic 
scatter (shards of worked rock) from this 
long-term occupation is sprawled in a broad 
band that stretches up from the shoreline.

As is the case with many coastal villages, 
the settlement’s waterfront rose and fell 
as the shoreline advanced and receded 
over thousands of years. First, advancing 
seas enveloped towns that appear today as 
submarine village sites. Then, as the oceans 
receded, ancestors continued to build close 
to the waterfront leaving their old village-
locations behind them. Today deep shell 

middens are often found well away from 
beaches, deep in the forests, or well above the 
sea on sloped hills.

While the surrounding forest and water 
looks beautiful, no archeological features 
really stand out to the untrained eye Only 

once Mr Reynolds and CHN Stewardship 
Technician Yaahl Xuunjuuaas Robert 
Kennedy begin to point out the features do 
they become obvious. That’s why when this 
site was first surveyed some features were 
misidentified and missed. Only later on when 

Haida experts visited the 
area was the canoe run 
recognized along with 
numerous other features.

The features in 
this area demonstrate 
that the site had been 
occupied for thousands 
of years and as sea 
levels changed, houses 
moved up and down 
from the shore resulting 
in the abundance of 
archeological sites that 
saturate the coastline 
today. The nature of 
the changing sea level 
challenges us to see and 
imagine how Haida 
Gwaii changed over 
millennia.

During the late glacial 
maximum 20,000 years 
before present (BP), 
Haida Gwaii was pushed 
down by the weight 

Yaahl Xuunjuuaas Robert Kennedy admiring the craftmanship of an ancient tluu resting near Juus Kaahlii.

Yaahl Xuunjuuaas suspects this tress was cut down with pre-industrial techniques.

primordial womb continued from page 7

Photo: Haida Laas/G
raham
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of gargantuan glaciers. In a state known 
as isostatic depression, the ice-free coasts 
counter-balanced Haida Gwaii’s ice-laden 
inland regions by rising up to 150 metres 
above modern sea levels.

Twelve thousand years BP, natural 
global warming caused worldwide glacial 
melting. Water running into oceans and 
rising temperatures lifted sea levels. At the 
same time Haida Gwaii was alleviated of 
its enormous glacial weight and its counter-
balanced coastal regions sank farther and 

farther into the seas in a process called post-
glacial rebound. As a result, over the course of 
3000 years Haida ancestors lived with a sea 
that rose about a metre every 20 years.

By nine thousand four hundred BP the 
oceans surrounding Haida Gwaii reached 
the levels they are today, but the process 
didn’t stop. By eight thousand nine hundred 
to five thousand BP sea levels in Haida 
Gwaii had swollen to between 13 and 20 
metres higher than today’s. Then, as the 
newly added mass of ocean-water formed 

and settled into massive basins on ocean 
bottoms, sea-levels receded until they 
reached modern levels 2000BP.

The village site on the southeastern shore 
of Juus Kaahlii is a perfect example of how 
sea-level shapes village sites over thousands 
of years. Starting at the top of the site it is easy 
to imagine sea level flooding the area up to 
the 17-metre contour. At the time the village 
would have occupied a shallow bay with a 
small promontory. Atop this gravelly ridge 
sits clear evidence of beach-fires and feasts of 
so long ago  and they are remembered now 
only through the soft, reddened fire-stones 
and deep, crusty middens that litter the esker.

On top of the soil we find stone cores that 
ancestors knapped to create micro blades. 
These blades were lined up and secured 
to a piece of wood to form a serrated edge 
that was able to slice through flesh. A few 
smaller micro blades that were flaked from 
the stone cores are strewn among the many 
reddened fire rocks that clutter the ground. 
Their colour and texture result from passing 
through flames, and appear to line the upper-
most shoreline just above the 17-metre sea 
level contour.

As we near the edge of the forest the team 
finds agates embedded in fist-sized hunks 
of conglomerate rock. The sharp, loosened 
pieces of the cluster are tangled in the roots 
of a wind-thrown spruce. The fallen giant has 
also torn open not one, but two middens that 
it once covered.

Behind this ancient shoreline the hallmarks 
of ancestral forest management are evident. 
Culturally Modified Trees, or CMTs, bear 
the timeworn scars of human use. Some gave 
long strips of bark to clothe their caretakers 
and over years the tree has healed and the 
bark is curling around the wound. Our 
ancestors also inspected the towering trees 
prior to investing time to fell them by adzing 
and slowly burning to the heart of them. 
These survivors of the selection process live 
on due to their cores, which contain rot and 
are not suitable for other purposes. As for 
those selected for carving and construction, 
monolithic stumps and crumbling logs 
remain behind. One disintegrating log 
features a coarse, jagged cut, indicating it 

Nick Reynolds (front) examing a stone core that appears to have been knapped. Photo: Haida Laas/Graham Richard
primordial womb continued on page 10
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was likely felled prior to the 1920s with a 
two-person handsaw.

Moving still deeper into the tree line we 
find an old cedar that may well be over one 
thousand years old. How many generations 
of Haida children were cradled within the 
burnt hollow as they played with their 
cousins behind the old village? Further on 
still, moss covers twin remnants of Haida 
craftsmanship. Light pouring in from the 
nearby clearing illuminates two tluu canoes 
resting unfinished in the shadowy understory. 
Their sloping bows are worn jagged by 
over a century of rain, and nearby signs of 
unfinished work, seemingly left in haste, 
imbue the crumbling heirlooms with a sense 
of recent abandonment. Soil surrounding the 
tluu appears to have been worn down as the 
carvers paced around their handiwork. 

Still farther back, the old growth is 
occupied by taan Haida Gwaii Black bears. 
Their dens, dug from the centres of the oldest 
trees, dot the forest like a little winter village. 
At 3.2 metres in diameter one monumental 
cedar dwarfs its neighbouring relatives. Its 
giant body bears the record of the ancestor 
who sampled its core. Having left it standing 
in favour of another, a taan later made use 
of the slender bore, widening it until it could 
take refuge within the primordial womb.

Turning back shoreward our team traces 
a path along the 17-metre contour and from 
a vantage point, it is easy to imagine the 
shallow bay as it appeared 8,900 years ago. At 
the time canoe paddlers would have enjoyed 
safer access to the bay through the widened 
mouth of the narrows. The islets in front of 
the village site today may have formed toothy 
reefs, eager to bite into the canoe hulls that 
passed above.

From this high ground, the eternal 
melodies of returning songbirds leave one 
aspect of the area’s history unimagined. The 
forest resounds as Pacific slope flycatcher, 
Winter wren, Song sparrow, Varied thrush, 
Townsend warbler, and Nuthatch, squeak, 
trill, buzz, and chirp. From the distance, the 
whoop of a Sooty grouse rolls through the 
shoreline’s wooded fringe below.

From here we head down to the present 
day shoreline, we try not to take too much 

time with the many artifacts that litter the 
topsoil. We cross a long, grassy furrow that 
once served as an old logging road in the 
1920s, duck beneath the thick roots of spruce, 
and come to the rocky shore. Here there is 
much more lithic scatter, tools, and stone-
cores are easy to spot close to the village’s 
canoe run.

“There is so much work to do at 
this site,” concluded geologist Yaahl 
Xuunjuuaas Robert Kennedy. “There is so 

much to rediscover, not just at this site, but 
along all the coastlines of Haida Gwaii. In 
a place as old as this, it is unlikely there is 
any area of these Islands our ancestors did 
not explore. A site like this really helps you 
to imagine what that looked like, and we 
are so lucky it is so easy to explore and that 
there is so much here. I’m really looking 
forward to all the discoveries that will come 
from our research!” •

Photo: Haida Laas/G
raham

 Richard

primordial womb continued from page 9

Examing one of the many culturally modified trees in the Juus Kaahlii area.
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FULLY & WHOLLY 
embracing gratitude

Photo: Stan W
esley

by Tawla Jaad & Rhonda Lee McIsaac

Bright eyed youth with sleeping bags in 
tow, descended upon the George Brown 
Recreation Centre in HlGaagilda, the 
evening before the opening day of the 4th 
Annual Haida Gwaii Youth Assembly 
(HGYA). They were participating in 
HlGaagilda’s largest sleepover of the year 
in anticipation of three days of intense 
activities, learning and excitement.

“It’s gonna be great!” exclaimed 
Jaasdalaas Harmony Williams, as she 
rushed off towards the front door. Watching 
Jaasdalaas rush, will become a familiar over 

the following three days of the Assembly. 
At the Assembly, 122 youth from all over 

the Islands are assigned to teams to compete 
for $1000 prize money. As things got rolling 
on day one, youth crawled out of their 
sleeping bags and the morning unfolded in 
slow-mo. But that was short lived as more 
and more delegates arrived and met their team 
mates, some for the first time, others with a 
lifetime of memories already. 

“Are you ready!!!” Xin Oolang Stan 
Wesley, the charismatic MC, called out 
through the bristling microphone system. 

He was greeted with low level enthusiasm, 
a few claps, a cheer or two, from the sleepy 
youth, to which he responded with the same 
question only louder! The youth rose to the 
occasion with a thunderous response jarring 
him into action. 

Fourteen teams make up the HGYA: Team 
Forestry, Team Athletics, Team Mapping, 
Team Fisheries, Team Communications, 
Team White Raven Law, Team Rediscovery, 
Team Oceans, Team Gwaii Haanas, Team 

Friends Bre-Anne Martin, Niccola Marsden and Jenna Shelford at the Haida Gwaii Youth Assembly (#HGYA2016) in HlGaagilda.

HGYA continued on page 12
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A resolution from last year, calling for the design of a youth 
flag, was fulfilled this year. Guudangaay Tlaatsgaa Guut 
Jordan Stewart won the design contest and received $500 
for her winning design. 

Mapping, Team Media, Team Haida Gwaii 
Athletics, Team Energy, and Team Haico.

First thing up was an election to form a 
youth council. Youth have the opportunity 
to run for President, Vice-president, or 
a Northern or Southern Representative 
(Vancouver and Prince Rupert reps are also 
invited). Each candidate makes a speech, 
and voting follows. This year Kobe Adams 
was elected President and Cole Sankey, 
Vice-president. North representatives were 
Haana Edenshaw, Mya Edenshaw, Cody 
Belcourt-Marks, and Danielle Stewart. Mary 
Williams, Rebecca Holte, Teresa Russ and 
Isaac Smith represented the South. Prince 
Rupert representatives included Kaylie 
Clifton, Brandon Gosnell and Desiree Delill. 
Vancouver representatives were Thomas 
Kelly and Sawsha Reindl.

The HGYA revolves around three large 
challenges and a few smaller ones, in which 
teams are evaluated on their performance 
and participation by Team Skilay. Team 
Skilay, in honor of the late Skilay Ernie 
Collison,  awards points for all actions during 

the Assembly, from doing well in team 
challenges to washing dishes or helping out 
a friend. The team with the highest number 
of points at the end of the three action packed 
days is declared winner. 

The first ‘challenge’ was a Local Food 
challenge, where teams were asked to create 
a dish featuring traditional Haida food as 
well as locally grown food. This challenge, 
as all of them were, was taken very seriously 
and kids began brainstorming and gathering 
ingredients immediately. The next day, each 
team presented their dish to a panel of judges, 
including one judge that was not even in the 
room! Each dish was photographed and sent 
to executive chef John Horne of the Canoe 
restaurant in Toronto, where it was judged on 
plating and creativity. 

Xin Oolang described the second day 
of the Haida Gwaii Youth Assembly as the 
best time he’s ever had in his career as a 
motivational speaker and MC. He loved the 
energy that was created by the teams during 
this year’s Assembly, he said. 

The theme this year was ‘gratitude’, which 
the youth fully embraced in their challenges, 
enthusiasm, and thoughtfulness. Smaller 

challenges included giving your own team 
an award and praising another team on their 
strengths, these challenges also played into 
the theme. 

The second challenge required teams to 
create a photo or photo series that illustrated 
their gratitude towards the lands, waters, 
and people of Haida Gwaii. This challenge 
encouraged teams to take a step back and 
appreciate the details of their homeland. 

In a twist to normal proceedings, this 
year visitors were mixed into the HGYA 
teams. A cultural exchange between Haida 
and Moose Factory Cree youth happened 
throughout the Assembly by way of sharing 
their experiences, from the edge of the 
world, to the outer edges of James Bay in 
Northern Ontario. 

MC Xin Oolang brought along five guests, 
Xena Echum, Colby Kapashesit, Caleb 
Turner, Elissa Cheechoo and Ross Trapper, 
with him to Haida Gwaii to experience what 
the Youth Assembly was all about.

Caleb Turner shared his songs and 
everyone participated in a Cree round dance. 
“Lets bring that Cree style here [to the 
dance floor],” he said. MC Xin Oolang, was 
overwhelmed and summed up his feelings 
by sharing a story about the strong ties that 
existed between the Cree and Haida. 

He said that “this won’t be the last time the 
Cree will be here,” to which the Assembly 
cheered. Xin Oolang said that the events 
unfolding at these Assemblies are historical 
and comforting for him because home exists 
under his feet here on Haida Gwaii and 
Moose Factory. 

“It feels good to be home,” he said with 
a big grin. Xin Oolang was adopted into 
the Kuun7laanas Jaanas clan a couple of 
years ago. 

The third challenge was the Bartering 
Challenge. Each team was given a t-shirt and 
tasked with trading it for something bigger or 
better, and then to trade that item, and so on 
until they reached an item that they could use 
to make positive change in the community. 
The community was extremely generous and 
items that were  traded included a bicycle, 
argillite carving, jewelry, sports equipment, a 
cedar woven hat, salmon and more. Further 
gratitude was expressed as the final items 
were gifted to community organizations, 
including: HlGaagilda and Gaw youth 

HGYA continued from page 11
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centres, Jesse Jones Memorial Foundation, 
Haida Heritage Centre and the HlGaagilda 
Childrens Dance Group. 

The third and final day began with youth 
seated in a circle. Leaders and adults were 
asked to stand back and observe the process. 
Youth President Kobe Adams introduced 
the teams which then stood and presented 
their resolution to the house which were then 
discussed and debated and voted on by the 
Assembly. The resolutions brought forward 
were creative, well thought out and included 
initiatives around mental health awareness, 
inviting youth from BC and Canada to 
participate in the Assembly, creating a youth-
run radio/podcast, and programs for youth to 
take part in traditional tasks, such as gathering 
cedar bark and argillite. 

“I love a new challenge and I usually only 
draw for a contest. So, my mom and I talked, 
and I originally was going to do it differently. 
It was hard trying to figure out how to do it 

for the whole island, so that's why it's just 
Haida Gwaii with youth over it, and eagle 
and raven for the [First Nations]  youth,” said 
Guudangaay Tlaatsgaa Guut.

The three-day event wrapped with 
Team Skilay announcing the winner; Team 
Fisheries, which receives $1,000 to be shared 
amongst the team. “It doesn’t matter [who 
wins]. It doesn’t matter … because we’re all 
walking out of here with something else,” 
said Wesley. The Assembly erupted in cheers 
and  Team Fisheries was congratulated for 
their win at the 4th Annual Haida Gwaii 
Youth Assembly! 

Meals for the youth were prepared 
throughout the weekend by Denise and Frank 
Russ and were eagerly awaited and enjoyed 
by all.   

Team Media’s highly anticipated music 
video was met with excitement, chair 
grabbing, and frenzied rush to the screen to 
view a short film about the HGYA, and a 

music video which featured all teams who 
choreographed their own segments. You can 
watch the music video on the Council of the 
Haida Nation YouTube channel.

The 5th Annual Haida Gwaii Youth 
Assembly will take place May 2017 in Gaw! 

Photo: HG
YA Team

 M
edia

Alfred Davidson

Team Athletics (on stage) getting everyone pumped up for the last challege at the HGYA 2016.
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"Ten thousand taax̲id t'algiiyuu dang G̲a 
dii k'uuga ga" I love you more than 10, 000 
taaxid (sockeye) - and even more than that 
have made it past the fish fence at K’aasda 
Gandlaay Copper River. 

Families have been busy since the fishery 
opened on the May long weekend. The 
weekend was punctuated by long lineups 
at the ferry terminal going over to K’il Kun 
Sandspit, lineups at the local grocery store for 

Rhonda Lee McIsaac

supplies, and lineups for ice at Albion. 
After an axle grinding, bumpy drive along 

Copper Bay Road, K’aasda Gandlaay is 
calming, standing on the pebble beach and 
looking up to admire the full moon hanging 
over the water, and tranquil watching the 
water water flow back up into K’aasda 
Gandlaay. But, the moment is broken by the 
sound of frantic splashing as taaxid meet the 
mesh nets set along the flats leading into the 

river. Lucky families will be picking fish in 
the morning. More splashes are heard as more 
taaxid are caught in a gauntlet of fishing nets. 

There are 60 families fishing taaxid this 
May weekend, with openings at sites like 
HlGaagilda Skidegate, Antler Cove, up to 
Jungle Beach, at the point in K’il Kun, and 
K’aasda Gandlaay and K’aasda GawGa. 
With approximately 80 nets in the water at 
K’aasda Gandlaay an estimated 1,750 taaxid  

Feeding Families
Xang.ngii GuuhlGahl Kostan Pelton happy with one of many taxiid his family caught in K’aasda Gandlaay.

Photo: Haida Laas/Taw
la Jaad
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Photo: Haida Laas/Taw
la Jaad

were harvested in the first opening of the 
K'aasda fishery. Guud eagles, k’aalts’ida 
crows, and xuuya ravens also enjoy the feast 
arriving with each tide.

Taaxid have a silver body with greenish-
blue backs with no spots on their body or 
tails. Their dorsal fins sometimes have spots. 
This year the fish are of average size between 
4 and 5 pounds the veteran fishers say. 

Taaxid are anadromous fish, meaning 
they are born in a river or stream. From 
K’aasda Gandlaay they migrate up river to 
K'aasda Siiwaay Skidegate Lake where they 
stay until they are old and large enough to 
migrate back to the ocean. They then spend 
two or three years in the ocean and in the 
spring of their fourth year usually return 
and hold up in K’aasda Siiwaay. In the fall 
as they are turning bright red they travel 
to their spawning grounds in the upper 
tributaries of the lake including Shale, 
Parsons, Keats and other small streams. 

The HlGaagilda Skidegate Sockeye 
Management Committee consists of 
HlGaagilda community members who 
set the annual catch quota for the taaxid 
fishery. The limit for each family this year 
is 30 fish. This number is determined by 
reviewing the previous year’s returns and 
also trends over time as provided by the 
Haida Fisheries Program. 

Every year fishers are asked to report 
the number of fish they catch to the Haida 
Fisheries Guardians. They are also asked to 
report the sex of their catch when they are 
cleaning their fish. The female to male ratio 
is used to calculate the closing of the fishery. 
The maximum rate is set at 60 per cent 
females caught, and when this is reached, the 
fishery is closed. 

The HlGaagilda Skidegate Sockeye 
Management Committee has closed K’aasda 
Gandlaay, Xaana Kaahlii Skidegate Inlet 
and K’aadasGuu Gandlaay Mathers Creek 
(Church Creek) fishery for the remainder of 
the season. 

As of June 6, the estimated return 
to date at K’aasda Gandlaay was 17, 
669 sockeye and just over 3,700 were 
harvested in the net fishery. Just over 
200 fish were harvested at the fence for 

various community events. Monitoring and 
counting will continue at the sites. 

“Fishing was good this year. We’re all 
pretty satisfied. Shutting the fishery down 
protects what we got for future generations 
down the road,” stated George Martynuik, 
a member of the Skidegate Sockeye 
Management Committee. 

Filleting and salting taxiid, part of the long process of fishing at K’aasda GawGa. 
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Freeing 
the mind 
from fossil-think 
In March 2016, carbon dioxide levels in the 
Earth’s atmosphere reached 403.28 parts 
per million, a 225% increase since they 
had declined to well under 180ppm 20,000 
years ago. 

While it is true that throughout Earth’s 
4.5 billion-year history CO2 levels have 
fluctuated enormously, for the last 400,000 
years CO2 concentrations have never 
exceeded 300ppm. In fact, some scientists 
believe modern CO2 levels may be at their 
highest in 23 million years when knee-
high horses and rhinos as big as oak trees 
still roamed.

According to NASA, greenhouse gas 
emissions account for the 0.87°C increase 
in the Earth’s annual average temperature 
since 1880. This increase has manifested in a 
13.4% decline in arctic ice and a sea level rise 
of 1.95cm since 1870. As the water frozen in 
the glaciers of Greenland and Antarctica melt 
into the sea and oceans expand due to hotter 

temperatures, sea levels are rising at a rate of 
3.4mm a year.

Together these changes have altered 
weather patterns resulting in disasters like 
the droughts that have played a part in the 
Syrian civil war and widespread wildfires, 
ocean acidification that has bleached over 
90% of the Great Barrier Reef, and more 
frequent and stronger storms and hurricanes. 
At home in Haida Gwaii warming ocean 
temperatures are now 5 degrees higher 
than normal, corresponding with a 
rash of cetacean deaths, more frequent 
chiitawgaygiidas red tide, a very poor k’aaw 
herring row on kelp harvest, and a plague of 
diseased sk’aa.am sea-stars.

In response to this unfolding catastrophe, 
Canada joined the nations of the world at the 
2015 Paris climate talks, which concluded 
with 175 states signing the Paris Agreement. 
Signatories agreed to keep the global 
average temperature from rising beyond 

1.5°C pre-industrial levels. However, the 
agreement contains no specific emission 
targets for each country.

At the Paris talks newly elected Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau came to the table 
with the same commitment his predecessor 
Stephen Harper made in 2007. That year the 
conservative minority government abandoned 
the Kyoto Protocol in favour of a less 
rigorous plan to reduce GHG emissions by 
20% from 2006 levels by 2020. The Canadian 
parliament later passed another bill to reduce 
GHG emissions by up to 65% from 2003 
levels by 2050.

Since then Canada has undertaken 
almost no initiatives to reduce emissions 
substantially. Canada emitted 702 million 
tonnes of GHGs in 2011 and a January 2014 
study shows it contributed to 2.3% of global 
GHG emissions. Environment and Climate 
Change Canada expects the nation to emit 
between 749,000,000 and 790,000,000 tonnes 

by Graham Richard
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“ Only one LNG 
   project will be   
   enough to kill 
   any chance of 
   BC hitting its 
   climate target. ”

— Simon Fraser University sustainable energy professor Dr Mark Jaccard.

“The GHG footprint of [fracked] shale gas is significantly larger than that 
from conventional gas… which undercuts the logic of its use as a bridg-
ing fuel over coming decades, if the goal is to reduce global warming.”
— Cornell University ecology and environmental biology professor Dr Robert Howarth et al

of CO2 equivalent emissions (CO2e) in 2020 
and between 765,000,000 and 875,000,000 
CO2e in 2030. This is before including land-
use and forestry sector contributions. A model 
from Canada’s Parliamentary Budget Officer 
suggests that Gross Domestic Product growth 
may have to slow to under 2% to even reach 
half of the 2030 target.

At the provincial level, BC emitted 
approximately 64,300,000,000 tonnes of 
CO2e in 2007. The same year that legislature 
passed the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Targets 
Act. The Act legislates emission reduction 
targets of 33% by 2020 and 80% by 2050. 
On top of that a ministerial order aims for a 
further 6% reduction by 2012 and an 18% 
reduction by 2016. 

As exciting as international, national, and 
provincial conservation commitments appear, 
so far governments have approached actual 
implementation with a contradictory and 
sometimes crushingly blasé commitment. In 
fact, over the last decade, BC has pushed to 
expand air-polluting extraction industries like 
liquefied natural gas (LNG), negating any 
illusion of a meaningful conservation effort.

Even as market prices for LNG plummet, 
BC continues to promote and push pipelines 
and a massive electrical dam that would 
support LNG fracking operations and 
expansion. A full-cycle analysis of natural 
gas fracking shows the extraction process 
could be more polluting than oil or coal. Each 
natural gas well leaks between 3.6% and 
7.9% of its methane into groundwater, which 
then vents up through the Earth’s surface into 
the atmosphere. This means fracking wells 
leak between 30% and 50% more greenhouse 
gases than conventional gas wells.

In addition, researchers estimate that 0.88 
tonnes of leaked CO2e accompany every 
tonne of LNG that is exported from BC. 
Analysts think the industry could near a 
contribution of up to 15.1 million tonnes of 
CO2e pollution from Treaty 8 territory alone 

before the fracked gas even enters a pipeline. 
For comparison, in 2014 Canada’s oil and gas 
sector was estimated to have contributed 19.2 
million tonnes of CO2e.

In 2015 alone, industry built 13,346 new 
gas wells and extracted 48,971,333 cubic 
metres* of natural gas in BC. All of this is 
occurring within the context of an emerging 
global renewable energy revolution based 
on exciting, clean, and ever-advancing 
technologies. Between 2009 and 2014 the 
cost to produce one watt of solar energy 
dropped from US $3.31 to $0.72. Similarly, 
between 2006 and 2015 one kilowatt hour of 
battery power dropped from $1312 to $384. 
Falling costs in wind-power resulted in a 50% 
increase in global wind capacity between 
2013 and 2014, breaking the world record at a 

rate of one new turbine every 20 minutes.
The global enthusiasm for divesting from 

fossil fuel energy companies will only grow 
as renewables become more competitive. 
At the 2015 UN Climate Summit, investors 
pledged to move $100 billion out of fossil 
stocks and into clean energy. This mind-shift 
has created a competitive atmosphere in the 
clean energy economy, which is currently 
valued at $615 billion and projected to 
grow to $1.4 trillion by 2022. Under current 
conditions Canadian businesses will generate 
$14 billion in revenues from the renewable 
technology sector by 2022. However, with 
actual legislative support from federal and 
provincial governments analysts estimate 
revenues could grow to $26.5 billion in the 
same time period.

*At 101.325 kPa and 15°C



Haida Laas - Newsletter of the Council of the Haida Nation

18

“Raise your hand if you or someone close to 
you has ever been abused,” J.R. LaRose asks 
the crowd. Nearly everyone raises their hand.

Each week, on average, 1,000 attacks 
on women in BC and fifty per cent of all 
Canadian women will experience sexual, 
physical or emotional abuse in their lifetime. 
One in three women will fall victim to sexual 
assault and each year over 800,000 Canadian 
children witness abuse. “These numbers 
don’t lie,” announced LaRose, former BC 
Lions football player, a motivational speaker 
and advocate for women

On May 29, LaRose presented Be More 
than a Bystander at the Haida Heritage 
Centre at Kay Llnagaay. This was his last 
stop on Haida Gwaii, having spoken to high 
school students earlier in the week. Be More 
than a Bystander, is an organization that 
educates students and adults to take a stand 
and intervene when it comes to violence 
or abuse towards women. The event was 
facilitated by the Gwaay.yaay Guudang.

ngaay Hltaanawa Island Wellness Society 
and guests were welcomed by Bonnie Olson, 
Outreach Services for Women & Families 
Experiencing Violence.

Hltaaxuulang Guud Ad K’aajuu opened 
the evening with the men and women’s 
dances and welcomed audience members to 
the floor. In only a few minutes the floor was 
packed with high energy and enthusiasm, and 
the dances set a positive tone for the evening.

Before LaRose began, it was made clear 
that we were all here in a ‘safe space’, and if 
the discussion triggered emotions there were 
counselors standing by.

LaRose is a member of the One Arrow 
First Nation in Saskatchewan, and is of Cree 
and Nigerian descent. He describes himself 
as growing up with anger. This is a result of 
seeing his mother and sister being abused 
and he was abused also. In high school, the 
principal persuaded him to join the football 
team to channel his anger in a positive way. 
LaRose described his relationship with 

Do not standby... intervene
football as “love at first sight” and he went 
on to make a career of it. From 2005-2009 he 
played for the Edmonton Eskimos and from 
2010-2015 with the BC Lions earning a Grey 
Cup championship in 2011.

Since retiring from the game last year, 
LaRose has more time to promote Be More 
than a Bystander. The program has been 
running for five years and includes half of the 
current BC Lions’ team as well as coaches 
and other allies.

LaRose described growing up in a “broken 
home”. His mother had spent her childhood 
in the residential school system and had 
turned to drugs and alcohol to cope when he 
was a child. LaRose heartbreakingly recounts 
seeing his mother and sister abused and how 
the anger, humiliation and loss of self-worth 
that stemmed from residential schools was 
working its way through the generations of 
his family. His older sister was on the streets 
at 12 years old, a prostitute at 14, involved in 
gangs at 16 and in prison by 18.

Tired and angered of witnessing women 
he loved being mistreated is the origin of 
his involvement in the program. “Caring 
deeply is not enough,” he said, and went 
on to say that the news we constantly hear 
about campus rape, missing and murdered, 
sexual assaults, catcalling, etc. does affect 
women, but does nothing to change things. 
Little things like asking a girl if she is okay, 
giving a friend a ride home, intervening when 
someone is unable to give consent, these 
are acts that will change the statistics and 
ultimately help women said LaRose.

For more information on Be More than a 
Bystander: www.endingviolence.org

Guudang.ngaay Tl’aats’iiga Strong    
Minds Skidegate Health Centre            
Janet Rigg – Family and Youth Counsellor      
778.361.0179

Sue Gladstone – Wellness counsellor                                           
778.361.0186

Island Wellness Society                               
Bonnie Olson – Outreach Services for   
Women & Families Experiencing Violence   
250.559.8843

250.637.1500 (cell - after hour crisis calls)  
victimservices@islandwellnesssociety.com

Victim Services                                              
250.559.8843                                                          
outreach@islandwellnesssociety.com

Women’s Counselling Program       
Masset
250.626.5200                                      
iwswcpn@island.net

Queen Charlotte
250.559.8828
womenscounselling@       
islandwellnesssociety.com

Child and Youth Counselling, CWWA   
 (Children Who Witness Abuse)
250.559.4767
childandyouthcounselling@         
islandwellnesssociety.com

If you or someone you know is experiencing violence or any form 
of abuse:
All programs are completely confidential and free of charge.

by Tawla Jaad

Tyson Brow
n
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Weaving 
International Relations

Katerina Behtsi, Elena Hatziantoniou, Kujuuhl Evelyn Vanderhoop, Dr Leslie Tepper, Zoe Delibasis and Evmorfia Tsiamanga at the Haida: Life, Spirit, Art exhibit in Thessaloniki, Greece.

Weaver Kujuuhl Evelyn Vanderhoop was 
invited to the port city of Thessaloniki, 
Greece to present workshops and a lecture 
in conjunction with the travelling exhibition 
Haida: Life, Spirit, Art, being held at the  
Archeological Museum of Thessaloniki.

Kujuuhl traveled with Dr. Leslie Tepper, 
Ethnologist and Curator at the Canadian 
Museum of History who curated the 
exhibition with the Haida Gwaii Museum and 
Robert Davidson.

The objects on display were chosen from 
the collections of the McCord Museum and 
the Canadian Museum of  History and is 
a result of years of planning which began 
with Robert Davidson selecting objects from 
the McCord Museum’s Haida collection. 
Basketry and appliqued ceremonial garments 
from the McCord Museum and Canadian 

Museum of History were recently added to 
the original selection.

“I was honored to make a presentation on 
the art of the Haida and thrilled to explore 
the Greek culture, food and early remnants 
of their amazing history,” said Kujuuhl. 
“And, it was all experienced with the superb 
generosity of the Greek people!”

Kujuuhl and Dr. Tepper presented two 
lectures at the museum. Dr. Tepper’s was 
titled Haida – Creating a Contemporary 
Exhibition and Kujuuhl spoke to 
creating contemporary identity through 
traditional knowledge.

The duo also conducted a workshop with 
fifteen school children who had traveled from 
outside of Thessaloniki. Kujuuhl walked the 
group through the exhibit and with the help of 
a translator talked about the use of the objects 

and following the tour, masks and cordage 
were created by the children. Canada’s 
Honorary Consul in Thessaloniki , Pantelis 
G. Petmezas, also attended the workshop and 
lectures the previous evening.

Museum Director, Dr. Polyxeni Adam-
Veleni, said that response to the exhibit is very 
positive with about 30,000 people attending 
over five months.

Following their lectures and workshops 
at Thessaloniki, Kujuuhl and Dr. Tepper 
travelled to Athens where they presented to 
the Canadian Institute with Ambassador of 
Canada to Greece, Keith Morrill and his wife 
Jane, in attendance.

Kujuuhl travel was sponsored by 
the Embassy of Canada, the Canadian 
Institute in Greece, and the Canadian 
Museum of History. The complex 
overseas travel arrangements and on-
the-ground support were facilitated by 
Zoe Delibasis, Political & Public Affairs 
Officer at Global Affairs Canada.
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Low tide, 
strong wind … 
and hardwork!
The race to North Beach for a morning tide 
is as quick as the k'aamahl razor clam you 
are going to dig - and they’re fast! Truck after 
truck speed by heading east while others kick 
up a fine dust on the gravel coming from the 
south before a quick hard stop in the Masset 
Grocery parking lot. This early morning 
scene looks hurried and anxious as I sit 
idling waiting for Haida Fisheries Guardian 
Iihlangaa K'adangaa Ed Davis.

A loud ‘honk’ calls my attention to the 
road side as Iihlangaa K'adangaa yells out, 
“I just gotta get one more guy! Be right 
back”. I nod and continue watching the 
choreographed near-miss comings and goings 
in the parking lot. But, before I know it, 
Iihlangaa K'adangaa is back and with a “let’s 
go,” he reverses out of the spot beside me. 
Wheels crunch gravel as I shift into gear to 

Commercial k’aamahl razor clam diggers busy filling up buckets during the razor 
clam opening near Taaw Tow Hill.

by Rhonda Lee McIsaac

follow Iihlangaa K'adangaa and his crew to 
the beach. 

The drive to Taaw Tow Hill is not for the 
weak of heart especially when a good digging 
spot on the beach hangs in the balance. 
Inexperienced drivers fear the enveloping 
cloud of dust left by those ahead and are seen 
riding their brakes. Others charge forward 
into a blinding cloud of dust looking like they 
know what they are doing. I cautiously wind 
my way along the gritty gravel road towards 
the brown sugar colored North Beach with 
the red tail lights of Iihlangaa K'adangaa’ 
truck just ahead of me. But at 50 km/h there 
are others who zip by us on the straightaways.  

As we roll by Taaw and then Hiellen 
Campground the sun breaks through the 
clouds. The bump leaving the road to get onto 
the beach jostles the view for a moment but 

the ocean scape quickly comes into focus 
with a forceful blast of cold wind carrying a 
fine mist of salt water in the air. Dirty wheat 
coloured sea foam flying from the waves 
whips down the brown sugar beach as long 
washes of tide water cover the sand and 
recede. Imprinted tire tracks trail off down 
the sandy beach five metres above the last 
high tide, and there are already shadowy 
silhouettes of diggers setting up their gear. 
Plastic pails dot the beach.

Most diggers hit the beach well before 
the tide is going out. Ashley Edgars and 
her friends get there early. She has been 
harvesting every day in preparation for her 
grandparent’s headstone moving. “I tried 
selling clams once, but I felt weird about 
selling them, so I just freeze them now,” 
she says. 

Photo: Haida Laas/Rhonda Lee M
cIsaac
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By 8:45 am the Haida Fisheries crew 
is situated half way down the beach, 
dressed in their foul weather gear ready 
for the wet work ahead. The crew of five 
are here to conduct a clam survey along 
a pre-selected 
transect and their 
tools consist of a 
cylindrical metal 
strainer, a high 
pressure water 
pump with a 
nozzle at the end 
of the hose which 
is the stinger, two 
thin mesh dipper 
nets, sample bags 
and a bucket to 
hold their catch.

The clam survey 
is completed to 
ensure sustainable 
harvests for 
generations to 
come. Each transect 
measures the 
number of clams and 
the biomass of clams 
on the beach by sampling 4 meters of beach. 
Each level has 3 ring roles, 1 on each side 
and 2 on the other. The holes are alternated 
on each level. The average of the transects 
multiplied by the length of beach gives the 
amount of clams. 

First, the team decides on the survey area 
and sets up their equipment. The need for 
waders is evident as Max Collison drags a 
heavy water pump into the surging surf to 
feed the thirsty stinger. Iihlangaa K'adangaa 
trails beside him with a bright blue hose 
which he will connect to the pump.  “The 
view out here is wonderful,” Collison says 
perched near the pump with the white capped 
waves breaking around him. 

A cumbersome cylindrical metal strainer is 
placed on the sandy beach by Derek Chutter 
and Iihlangaa K'adangaa. With a big grin on 
his face Iihlangaa K'adangaa moves his hand 
in a circular motion as he tells me that their 
sample area is within the cylinder’s area. The 
stinger is manned by Robert Brown who 
is the biggest and tallest of the crew. The 
high powered water pump feeds the stinger 

which flushes the sand within the walls of 
the strainer freeing the clams from their bed. 
Chutter and Iihlangaa K'adangaa move their 
dipper nets in a figure eight motion to capture 
the clams that are floating free in the slurry of 

sand and water. As the sand becomes slushy 
the strainer sinks into the sand. The captured 
clams are handed off to Latisha Yeltatzie-
Setso who bags and tags the samples from 
each set. 

Each level in the survey takes up to 
20 minutes, depending on the number of 
clams they find in the area. Once the razor 
clams are captured within the strainer, 
Iihlangaa K'adangaa and Chutter move the 
metal cylinder a few feet and repeat the 
process twice again at the same elevation 
on the beach. They then move the cylinder 
forward 15 meters toward the outgoing 
tide line and repeat the process. The clams 
are then taken back to the warehouse to be 
cleaned and categorized.

At 9:30 am, I look up from the transect 
work that the crew is doing and see that 
digging spots all along the 13 km of beach are 
filling up and there are piles of sand where 
they have already dug. Most of the diggers 
are there for the commercial fishery and will 
sell their clams to processors CBI, Omega 
Packing or Haida Wild. 

The diggers have various methods to 
dig clams. The tools required are simple, a 
small shovel with a long and flat head, five 
gallon buckets, a strong back and knees, and 
patience. Some drill holes in the bottom of 

the bucket others do 
not, it’s a matter of 
style and taste. 

It looks like the 
really successful 
diggers have a rhythm 
and the quicker you 
dig the more clams 
you get. Everyone 
comments on today’s 
bad northwest wind 
which is not helping 
quiet the waves which 
are spewing thick 
foam and long washes 
of water which are 
disguising the telltale 
circles or donut holes 
evident in the sand 
and which indicate a 
clam is lurking below. 
Your eyes and face 
are always swiveling 

toward the sand to spot the hiding clam. A 
quick hand is also needed to capture the neck 
of the clam and to successfully pull it from 
the sand. 

By 10am the beach is littered with diggers. 
There is a bit of a frenzy associated with a 
clam digger who is on a roll. The sound of 
breaking sand is followed by a hard bang as 
the clam hits the bucket or lands with a smack 
on the sand. Diggers also watch the seagulls 
which swoop down to gather the necks of 
the clams which got away from the diggers 
hands. Inevitably, some clams are crushed 
during the dig and lay on the beach ready 
for a birds picking if the digger is not quick 
enough to throw it in a bucket. 

There is a 5-foot marker on the beach 
set up to safe guard the new baby clams 
which lay only a few centimetres under the 
sand. The delicate baby razor clams usually 
measure less than 20 mm in length. 

It’s now 11 am and the tide is at its lowest, 
and the wind is at its strongest. By this time 

The Haida Fisheries team begins collecting data for razor clam biomass survey using a pressurized water pump that is 
blown into the sand to free the k’aamahl. Photo: Haida Laas/Rhonda McIsaac

k’aahaml fishery continued on page 16
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most diggers have packed up and headed to 
the buyers where they are paid $1.00 a pound 
these days. 

I head east on the beach where Harold 
Parnell, known to be one of the top diggers, is 
holed up in a spot just before the beginning of 
the tree line. While the beach is thinner here, 
the tide doesn’t fall as far, and rockier, the 
clams are as abundant as the pebbles. When I 
walk up to him I see he has at least five five-
gallon buckets full. 

Back at the truck, over the wind and 
waves, Iihlangaa K'adangaa calls for lunch 
and to wait out the incoming tide before they 
complete their last transects. By the time they 
return to the survey site the tide has turned 
and is rising.

By 1:30 pm a total of 8 beach elevations 
are completed and after coming up empty 
in three consecutive samples the team calls 
it a day. The tools are packed and they head 
back to the warehouse. As we head down 
the beach, a glance in the rear view mirror 
shows two lone diggers still at it on this 
blustery afternoon. 

The real team work happens at the 
warehouse as the clams are processed and 
the data gathered. A table is set and the 
clams are brought forward in their sample 
bags. The weight of each clam is measured 
by Collison who calls out the weight. The 
size is measured by Chutter and Yeltatzie-
Setso records it. Iihlangaa K'adangaa 
chatters and cleans the clam meat from the 
shell for Robert Brown to pencil the transect 
number on each shell. Teasing and laughter 
spills into the scrum. The shells are kept for 
a later date when they will read the ages of 
the clams in the fall by counting the annual 
rings on each shell. 

The Haida Fisheries Program also digs a 
small sample of clams every week that is sent 
to an off-island lab to monitor for Paralytic 
Shellfish Poisoning (red tide) or Domoic 
Acid. The sampling ensures public health and 
safety for Haida non-commercial food fish 
use, for social and ceremonial use, and for 
recreational and commercial use. 

For the Haida Fisheries crew this is just 
another day in their managing of the clam 
fishery to ensure that it will be there in the 
future, as it has been for the last 10,000 years. 

k’aahaml fishery continued from page 15

In Haida Gwaii tl’lhlk’yah are common 
breeding residents. Males and females look 
entirely different in breeding plumage, but 
during their non-breeding ‘eclipse’ from 
July to October, both sexes are largely grey 
with a red-brown head, white chest and chin. 
Xaayda Kil distinguishes male mergansers 
with their own name; K’aaxuu GaadaGa.

The fishers depend on mature forests, 
which provide the deep tree cavities they 
prefer to nest in. Clutches normally include 
between 8 or 12 eggs. When the ducklings 
hatch, their mother immediately carries them 
in her bill to nearby rivers or lakes. There 
the children feed themselves by diving for 
freshwater invertebrates and small fish fry.

While their large broods of fuzzy 
ducklings soften their image, the carnivorous 
birds can actually behave quite voraciously. 
Tl’lhlk’yah dive in rivers, lakes, and coastal 
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Xaayda Kil: Tl'lhlk'yah
English: Common Merganser (female)
Latin: Mergus merganser

Haana naadjuu
Cute & small

waters where they capture prey with serrated 
bills. While they prefer fish, they will not 
be picky if there are molluscs, crustaceans, 
worms, insects, amphibians, small mammals, 
and even other birds along the way. In rivers 
like Tll.aal Gandlaay, they float down stream, 
diving as they go, then they fly or dive back 
up-river. The divers often hunt in groups, 
herding their prey into shallower waters in a 
semi-circle.

If you’d like to build a home for tl’lhlk’yah 
and her ducklings, build a nest-box with a 
10”x10” floor, 2’ walls, and 10”x1’ ceiling. 
Place a square 5”x5” entrance 30” high on the 
front-facing wall. Finally, mount the nest-box 
over 10’ high on a tree trunk within 100 feet 
of water. Tl’lhlk’yah would also appreciate a 
scattering of wood chips on the floor so her 
family can enjoy a fully furnished apartment.
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by Rhonda McIsaac

Kelp! This ain’t good!
Haida Fisheries department technician Taaiixou Robert Russ displays the young and thin ng.aal Giant kelp fronds 
beginning to be colonized by the gyalaga kelp-encrusting bryozoan.

Linang herring in Xaana Kaahlii GawGaay 
Skidegate Inlet have more nuisances to worry 
about than being picked on by hungry ts’aag 
eagles, sk’in seagulls, k’yaaluu cormorants, 
xuud seals, kay sea lions, kun whales or 
herring fishers. Haida Fisheries team member, 
Taaiixou Robert Russ recently checked on 
k’aaw herring spawn on kelp following 
reports of activity in the inlet. What he found 
is of concern to the k’aaw harvest in Xaana 
Kaahlii GawGaay. Taaiixou found that much 
of the kelp is covered in gyalaga kelp-
encrusting bryozoan. This is a sign of big 
changes in the waters of Haida Gwaii and 
ensures that Xaana Kaahlii GawGaay will 
not be a viable source for herring roe-on-
kelp this year.

Gyalaga, also called “moss animal”, is an 
aquatic organism which is only millimeters 
in size but forms colonies that can cover kelp 

and other substrate (any surface on which 
material can be deposited).

The gyalaga feed on microorganisms, 
their tiny tentacles catch diatoms and other 
one-celled organisms drifting in the ocean 
currents. Their skeleton is rigid and made of 
calcium carbonate. Guuding.ngaay sea urchin 
and fish eat the gyalaga and the gyalaga 
competes with sponges and algae for habitat.

During low tide, Taaiixou said, the 
intertidal zone is more visible from the 
skiff and the floating ng.aal giant kelp beds 
are accessible as they feather in the low 
water stretching for feet along the top of the 
glassy water. Along these shores there is 
also sGiinaaw sea lettuce, more ng.aal beds 
and stringy algae. Taaiixou was checking 
the islands of Sgaay.yas Torrens Island and 
Gud K’aagwas Jewell Island, Kun T’aahlas 
Kwuna Point and Kaahl Guusda GuuhlGa 

Kun Haida Point. Gud K’aagwas had a 
small band of herring spawn in the intertidal 
zone. Sgaay.yas had a few patches along the 
shore. Kun T’aahlas had none. Kaahl Guusda 
GuuhlGa Kun also had no spawn on the 
ng.aal and was heavily laden with gyalaga.

From the helm of the skiff and with a well 
trained eye Taaiixou pointed out the small 
band of herring roe towards the shoreline. 
He maneuvered closer to take samples of 
the vegetation and spawn. With the nose of 
the skiff against the shore line the untrained 
eye and the camera lens could see the small 
herring eggs clinging to different vegetation. 
Spawn was thinly deposited on the rock kelp, 
the stringy algae and the rock face.

The canopied kelp beds looked like they 
were coated with herring roe but once you got 
closer you could see the gyalaga caked on the 
thin feathery kelp. This explosion of gyalaga 
in Xaana Kaahlii GawGaay can be attributed 
to higher water temperatures and the spread 
of gyalaga can occur with the simple action 
of a piece breaking off, from wave action, a 
propeller cut, or being picked and swished 
about in the water. The gyalaga then adheres 
to something else and begins reproducing 
and growing a new colony. The gyalaga 
reproduces asexually which allows it to settle 
on to a substrate and begin the process of 
colonizing an area immediately.

On this outing Taaiixou said that the kelp 
we were looking at was very young and the 
beds sparse. In past years, he said, the kelp 
beds would extend much further out into the 
bay and cover a larger area. In this location 
there was also sign of rotten kelp, which 
turns the kelp whitish and disintegrates in 
your hand when you handle it. Kelp rots 
due to warm waters. Ocean temperature has 
been increasing world-wide and has been 
monitored locally over the past couple of 
years by the Haida Fisheries Program.

Photo: Haida Laas/Rhonda Lee M
cIsaac
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Xaayda kil kaaganda
Daall Jaad (l) and Jiixa conversing entirely in Xaayda kil in Jiixa’s home while Diigwaay listens intently.

Jiixa Gladys Vandal and Daall Jaad Melody Gravelle are 
studying together in a Mentor-Apprenticeship Program, in 
which Daall Jaad is working to strengthen her Xaayda kil skills 
with the goal of becoming a fluent speaker. 

The team holds lessons in Jiixa’s home, where they converse 
entirely in Xaayda kil as Daall Jaad learns counting, body parts, 
household objects, etc. The lessons are made more engaging as 

Saving the Haida Language
Jiixa and Daall Jaad also play games, read books, and even make 
jokes in Xaayda kil. 

The Mentor-Apprentice Program supports one-on-one teams 
of a language mentor and apprentice to complete 300 hours of 
language immersion work together over a one-year period says 
the First Peoples Cultural Centre, which funds and coordinates 
the program. 

Photo: Haida Laas/Taw
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