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Candidates for the 
AFN National Chief

Using part of the Gwaii Trust to invest in 
local business is under discussion by the 
Gwaii Trust board, Chair Peter Lantin told 
the CHN Spring Session.

The idea has been floating around for 
a few years, and investing some of the 
Islands’ fund in local businesses – which 
would provide a safe and fair market 
return to the Trust and, ultimately, to all 
of the Islands’ communities – seems a 
logical alternative to investing in offshore 
businesses. To that end, the board has asked 
its investment managers to look at the idea 
as the board begins its annual review of its 
own investment policy to see if there is a 
way to use the trust funds to support and 
diversify the Islands’ economy.

 The Trust did agree to pay out all of 
the Haida Parity funds to Old Massett, 
Skidegate and the Council of the Haida 
Nation but due to the global economic 
stagnation and the resulting low returns on 
investment, that process has been put on 
hold. In the coming year the Trust hopes 
a change in the economy will enable the 
transfer of those dollars. •

A Homegrown 
Economy

In 2011, Jusquan Bedard put forward a 
motion at the Summer Session, requesting 
that CHN commit to the master/apprentice 
approach to learning the Xaad kil/Xaayda 
kil (Haida language) in order to address the 
issue of declining numbers of fluent speak-
ers and few learners. From that beginning, 
a working group was formed that helped to 
develop an official CHN committee. The 
Council of the Haida Nation’s Culture and 
Language Committee consists of CHN 
elected officials, representatives from both 
Band Councils’ education departments, 
representatives from Xaad kil/Xaayda kil 
programs, community members in Ski-
degate and Old Massett, and a representa-
tive from the Haida Education Council of 
School District No. 50.

“It’s really important for us to have the 
experts, the teachers, and students involved 
with the committee,” said Chair, Jason 
Alsop. “We want everyone’s work involved 
in our discussions.”

The primary focus of the committee 
will be supporting and expanding the 
Master-Apprentice Programs, which 
partner a ‘master’ (a fluent speaker) with 
an ‘apprentice’ (a committed student). The 
student and teacher then spend as much 
time together as possible and speak only 
Xaad/Xaayda, providing an intense and 
effective learning experience. 

Talking about CHN’s role, Mr. Alsop 
said, “CHN wants to support existing 
programs and facilitate meaningful 
relationships between the people dedicated 
to preserving the Xaad kil/Xaayda kil. We 
will continue to bring everyone together to 
discuss strategic planning and concentrate 
on targeting some funds for the programs 
on-Island.” •

X is really the 
first letter to 
learning language

Calling all Citizens
The Council of the Haida Nation is seeking 
citizens who may have knowledge that 
would support the nation’s title case against 
the crown. Please contact the Skidegate 
CHN  office for more information 
– 250.559.4468 or chn.skidegate@
haidanation.net 

Calling all Clans
With respect, the Council of the Haida 
Nation is requesting that all Haida clans 
complete their work on family trees 
reaching back to, or before, contact with 
Europeans in 1774. This work will be 
used in support of the Haida title case. 
Please contact the Skidegate CHN office to 
arrange for pick up or delivery of family-
tree materials – 250.559.4468 or chn.
skidegate@haidanation.net  •

CONTRIBUTIONS

TO THE ETHNOLOGY OF

THE HAIDA

JOHN R. SWANTON

Containing information found nowhere else, Swanton’s 
contribution is a resource that informs and provokes de-
bate about Haida culture. Originally published in 1905, 
the Council of the Haida Nation reprinted the text in 
2004 with a new introduction and acknowledgement of 
Haida contributors and translators in the first edition. 
This 300-page clothbound book is a fine gift that will 
endure many years of study. The proceeds from sales 
support the work of the Council of the Haida Nation
and the books are available at the Haida Laas office, 
Skidegate – $100 00

The AFN’s Office of the Chief Electoral 
Officer, has received nomination papers in 
proper form from the following persons, 
listed below in alphabetical order:

• Mr. Shawn Atleo
• Mr. Bill Erasmus
• Ms. Ellen Gabriel
• Ms. Joan Jack
• Ms. Diane M. Kelly
• Mr. Terrance Nelson
• Ms. Pamela Palmater
• Mr. George Stanley
The 2012 Election for the Office of AFN 

National Chief will take place July 18, 
2012 during the AFN 33rd Annual General 
Assembly taking place at the Metro Toronto 
Convention Centre in Toronto, Ontario on 
July 17-19, 2012. •

G
reg M

acLennan

It’s all in the wrist: Puwaanch Kintui Antich 
and her Peruvian counterparts discovered 
the finer points of making warp for Raven’s 
tail and Naaxin weaving at a studio in Old 
Massett. The group of Achuar travelled 
across Canada building relationships with 
First Nations and there last stop was Haida 
Gwaii – see full story page 13.

Friends of Summer!
Friends of Wild Salmon via Haida Gwaii’s 
Communities Against Super Tankers 
(CoASt) group donated 20 blue scarves to 
the Skidegate Haida Immersion Program 
not to keep this summer chill off, but to 
acknowledge their strong position and 
leadership in opposing the proposed 
Enbridge pipeline project. The elders at SHIP 
have been firm from the beginning – no 
pipeline, no tankers, no problem! Each scarf 
is embroidered with a salmon designed by 
Wet’suwet’en artist James Madam. •
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Journeying Into Form: The Mountain Goat 
Wool Project traces the transformation of 
raw, unshorn mountain goat pelts into pure 
white cloud-like balls of wool.

Born and raised in Alert Bay, BC, 
Meghann O’Brien began weaving in 2007, 
inspired by mentors Kerri Dick, Donna 
Cranmer, and Beau Dick. In 2009, she was 
introduced to Raven’s Tail weaving and 
apprenticed under Sherry Dick and William 
White. She now lives in Prince Rupert, and 
is learning the ancient technique of spinning 
mountain-goat wool by hand for Raven’s 
Tail and Naaxiin weaving.

Mountain goat hair is an important fibre 
in the weaving tradition of the Northwest 

Mountain Goat Transforming
Coast people. Mountain goat fibre was the 
only indigenous material in the North to be 
processed into yarn and used for weaving 
before the introduction of western wools. 
Ms O’Brien has embarked on a journey of 
discovery of the Mountain goat and the real 
and symbolic qualities of the animal and its 
wool – in her words, “the essence of what 
the robes are made of”.

Journeying Into Form is at the Bill Reid 
Gallery June 13 to September 2, 2012, 
and will then travel to France, where Ms 
O’Brien will participate in the International 
Festival of Extraordinary Textiles (FITE) in 
Clermont-Ferrand, in September 2012. •

Tour Taan Forests
The second issue of the HaiCo newsletter 
is out and has a new name. The title, 
Iinaasdll, which translates from Haida to 
‘people growing’ was submitted by Joanne 
Collinson to the HaiCo newsletter-naming 
contest.

Iinaasdll gives updates on some of 
HaiCo’s operations, including the fishing 
lodges, forestry operations, the new human 
resources plan, and the Haida House at 
Tllaal. 

Of note is a tour of Taan’s forestry 
operations, coming this August. Buses 
will leave from Old Massett and Skidegate 
and take participants into the woods to see 
logging operations and the pole peeling 
plant at Ferguson Bay, and to talk with 
crew and staff. Participants must be at 
least 12 years of age – the Haida House at 

Tllaal will provide the lunch. Buses leave 
Old Massett and Skidegate at 9:00 a.m. on 
August 16th and will return by 3 p.m.  •

                   By Kelsey Pelton

The 2012 Haida Graduation ceremony took 
place June 2 at the Skidegate Community 
Hall. The graduates this year are: Vanessa 
Engel, Niisii Guujaaw, Trevor Crosby-Hill, 
Loni LeBlanc, Tian Lord, Kayla Moraes-
Pearson, Jacob Parnell, Breann  Pearson, 
Kristina Russ, Samantha Wesley, Tyrone 
Young, Cody Zeller, and myself, Kelsey 
Pelton.

The hall was beautifully decorated with 
balloons, banners, and place settings on 
the tables, all coordinated in white and 
gold. Graduates entered the hall one-by-
one and were introduced to the gathered 
guests. A delicious dinner, prepared by 
Kathy Williams, followed the introduction. 
After dinner the grad’s were individually 
called to the stage and each was presented 
with a button blanket made for them by 
their families. Every design on the button-
blankets was unique and represented each 
grad’s clan affiliation:

Vanessa Engel’s blanket design: a 
“reaglewhale” – a combination of a raven, 
eagle, and whale. 

Niisii Guujaaw’s blanket design:  a sculpin, 
in Chilkat style. Niisii will be attending the 
University of British Columbia to study 
marine biology.

Trevor Crosby-Hill’s blanket design: a 
wasco. Trevor plans to attend the University 
of Victoria to study social work. 

Loni LeBlanc’s blanket design: a sculpin.
Loni plans to pursue global make-up 
design.

Tian Lord’s blanket design: a grizzly bear 
and eagle. Tian sees travelling the world in 
his future. 

Kayla Moraes-Pearson’s blanket design: 
a raven, grizzly bear and killer whale 
Attending Thompson Rivers University and 
studying art therapy is in Kayla’s future.

Jacob Parnell’s blanket design: an eagle 

with a killer-whale border. Jacob plans to 
pursue language studies.

Breann Pearson’s blanket design: a raven 
in flight, and moon. Breann’s plans for the 
future include a career in technical trades.

Kristina Russ’s blanket design: a frog, 
with eagle and raven eyes. Kristina will be 
attending Vancouver Career College and 
working towards her Bachelor of Social 
Work degree.

Samantha Wesley’s blanket design: a 
sea bear. For Samantha, it’s studying 
photography at the Vancouver Island 
University. 

Tyrone Young’s blanket design: an eagle.
Tyrone plans pursue a career in welding.

Cody Zeller’s blanket design: an eagle 
Business school is Cody’s destiny.

Kelsey Pelton’s blanket design: a rainbow, 
with a box design and raven borders. 
Kelsey is off to the University of Northern 
British Columbia to study natural resource 
management.

The members of the Skidegate graduating class of 2012 
show their blankets and crest designs. From l-r: Kelsey Pel-
ton, Vanessa Engel, Niisii Guujaaw, Trevor Crosby-Hill, Loni 
LeBlanc, Tian Lord, Kayla Moraes-Pearson, Jacob Parnell, 
Breann Pearson, Kristina Russ, Samantha Wesley, Tyrone 
Young, and Cody Zeller.

Grad’s grace Skidegate Community Hall

Grad’s from page 4
Once all the grad’s had been presented 

with their blankets, and the stage was  
wall-to-wall crests, the students moved 
down to the floor and danced their   
brand new, beautiful blankets as   
Erica Ryan-Gagne and Guujaaw sang the 
men’s and women’s songs. 

Speeches were made by hereditary 
leader Gidansda, Percy Williams; the 
Queen Charlotte Secondary School 
principal, Kevin May; QCSS teacher, 
Stephen Querengesser; Kim Goetzinger, 
School District No. 50 representative; and 
Robert Williams, Skidegate Band Council 
representative. Following the speeches, 
the floor was opened to friends and family 
members who congratulated the students, 
shared stories, and gave advice! 

In addition to the blanket presentations, 
off-Island secondary and post-secondary 
students Ashley Crosby, Alessandra Cross-
Lusignan, Nicholas Gladstone, Aimee Hans 
and Harold Williams were recognized for 
their academic achievements.

Ashley Crosby completed her Early 
Childhood Education diploma and has been 
accepted at Capilano University to continue 
with her Early Childhood Education and 
Care degree. 

Alessandra Cross-Lusignan graduated 
from Carson Graham Secondary School in 
North Vancouver. She has been accepted to 
Bishop’s University in Sherbrooke, Quebec, 
where she’ll complete her Bachelor of 
Science degree in neurosciences (pre-med.)

Nicholas Gladstone graduated from 
Kiwassa Adult Education Center and has 
applied to the culinary arts program at 
Vancouver Community College.

Aimee Hans has completed her Aboriginal 
Early Childhood Education Certificate 
Program.

Harold Williams has completed his second 
year of Carpentry, Framing and Forming at 
BCIT. 

On behalf of the graduating class, I 
would like to say haawa to Marcie Piercy 
for all of her hard work in organizing  
the ceremony. •

Haaw’a Kelsey Pelton! 
Kelsey Pelton has been the Skidegate 
correspondent writing for Haida Laas over 
the past year . Come this September Ms 
Pelton is off to the University of Northern 
Brtish Columbia to take up studies in natural 
resource management. 

Kelsey is a talented writer, delivering 
interesting stories on time and with 
enthusiasm – a perfect combination for  
an editor! 

We know Kelsey will excel at UNBC 
and wish her all the best. Thank you Kelsey, 
for your hard work and contribution to the 
Haida Nation’s official publication. •

A collection of material showing some of the steps and materials used in processing raw wool into finished yarn. At the far left is a 
completed Shaman’s Eagle Spirit pendant sitting on yellow cedar bark; the rest is a variety of wool in various stages of the process.

Photo: Talon G
illis
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There is still time to make your views known!
If you were not able to speak at the oral statement hearings 
there is still time to communicate your views about the pro-
posed project to the JRP Panel. You can do this by submitting 
a letter of comment. A letter of comment is a written statement 
that expresses your knowledge, views or concerns on the pro-
posed Enbridge Northern Gateway Project. 

You can get everything you need – forms and instructions – online.   
Google < Northern Gateway JRP > or go to http://gatewaypanel.review-examen.
gc.ca/clf-nsi/prtcptngprcss/lttrfcmmnt-eng.htm

l 

Deadline for submitting a letter of comment is August 31, 2012.

                       by Valine Crist

The three-member panel (Sheila Leggett, 
Hans Matthews, and Kenneth Bateman) 
conducting the Enbridge environmental 
review returned to Haida Gwaii on June 1 
& 2 to hold oral statement hearings in the 
Old Massett Community Hall and, again, 
on June 13 & 14, at the George Brown 
Recreation Hall in Skidegate.

These oral statement sessions were 
quite informal compared to the last round 
of hearings which received witnesses’ 
‘evidence’ in a more court-like setting. 
At this stage of the environmental review 
process, the panel had fewer guidelines, 
which meant that residents could openly 
express their opinions and opposition to the 
Northern Gateway project. 

A total of 126 presentations were made 
and the opinions expressed were diverse. 
The speakers were representative of all 
communities on Haida Gwaii – Tow Hill, 
Masset, Old Massett, Port Clements, 
Tlell, Skidegate, Queen Charlotte, and 
Sandspit – and throughout the four days 
of oral statement hearings, a few common 
messages emerged in the eloquent and 
heartfelt testimonies.

At both sets of hearings, food, and the 
harvesting of it, was the most prominent 
issue. As Masset resident Dierdre Brennan 
stated, “We used to joke that the broker we 
were, the better we ate, because that was 
when the treasures came out: canned fish, 
clams, deer meat and berries. The Enbridge 
Northern Gateway project puts this kind of 
food security and self-sufficiency of the next 
generation seriously at risk.” 

Also in relation to food, both long-time 
and newer residents talked about risks to the 
health and well-being of our community. “I 
want to emphasize the importance of health 
to individuals, of course, but to communities 
as well – and as a national interest,” said 
Mariken van Gurp, a nurse from Queen 
Charlotte. “Healthy people make the most 

JRP hearings concluded on Haida Gwaii JRP hearings concluded on Haida Gwaii

important contributions to our society and 
our economy.” 

Many others spoke about their fears 
for the generations to come if the pipeline 
is built, the loss of a way of life on Haida 
Gwaii, and concern for the health of the 
global environment. Some statements were 
researched and read, others were straight 
from the heart, and all echoed a grave 
concern about the proposed project.

Even though these hearings were less 
formal and there were fewer guidelines, 
people who attended did witness a clash 
of cultures. One example involved the 
HlGaagilda Youth Dance Group who 
had prepared an ocean story, planning to 
perform it as part of their teacher, Jenny 

Cross’s, statement. Unfortunately, the panel 
disallowed the choreographed performance. 
Ms Cross took the allocated 10 minutes 
to describe the children’s disappointment 
and voice the dance group’s collective 
opposition to the project.

“It was not my vision to speak this 
evening but rather to have the children 
speak [using the] oral traditional history of 
our Haida people,” said Ms Cross. “It was 
my wish to have them show you their pride 
in who they are. They are proud to be Haida 
children. They are proud to be living in 
these beautiful majestic islands that we call 
home,” Ms Cross explained to the panel. 

In the meeting halls and around town, 
there has been a lot of talk about the review 

“As you can see by this map, the proposed pipeline is 
going to run through many different Nations that have 
not signed treaties or agreements with Canada. There-
fore, to put a pipeline through these territories without 
a treaty or anything is illegal according to the Canadian 
Constitution, Section 35.”

Gaahlaay speaking at the Oral Statement JRP hearings.

process and many people have seriously 
questioned its legitimacy, especially 
with the recent changes to the federal 
government’s environmental assessment 
process by way of the 2012 budget bill (Bill 
C-38). At the hearings in Old Massett and 
Skidegate, people openly asked whether it 
was worthwhile to take the time to speak 
to the panel. But hundreds of Islanders 
did make the effort, feeling it was their 
responsibility to put on the public record 
their opposition to the project. 

At the closing of the Skidegate sessions, 
Haida Gwaii had hosted eight full days of 
hearings and the panel heard from nearly 
200 Islanders. Although the review and 
the panel’s authority remain in question 
because of Bill C-38, the panel is scheduled 
to make a decision about the project by this 
time next year. 

Another step: In the first round of the 
hearings, evidence was presented by the 
Council of the Haida Nation, the Village of 
Queen Charlotte and others, in a quasi-
judicial process. 

The second part of this phase, which 
is a legal-argument process, has been 
tentatively scheduled for this fall in 
Prince Rupert, Prince George, and either 
Edmonton or Calgary. 

                        •   •   • 

In other news: On Thursday, June 14, the 
budget bill went to vote in the House of 
Commons. The NDP, Liberals, and Green 
Party proposed 871 amendments to the 
omnibus bill. Unfortunately, after nearly 24 
hours of voting, no amendments were made. 
The bill must now be passed by the Senate.   
Nathan Cullen, Skeena-Bulkley Valley MP 
and recently appointed Opposition House 
Leader, encourages citizens to keep putting 
pressure on the government by writing to the 
Senate: www.parl.gc.ca  

Design by David Jones, O
ld M

assett
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The detail in Vice-president April 
Churchill’s report to the Spring Session 
clearly illustrates that keeping the Council 
of the Haida Nation on track, and on task, is 
a complex business.

The implementation of the Kunst’aa 
guu – Kunst’aayah Reconciliation Protocol 
remains in play since its signing with the 
province of BC in 2009. In the agreement, 
the sale of carbon credits partially derived 
from the protection of the Haida Heritage 
Sites is seen as a potential revenue stream. 
The revenue should be flowing late this fall 
and is designated to support management 
of the protected areas, which includes, 
among other undertakings, crews in the 
field, administration, and the Solutions 
Table process. A small percentage of the 
revenue will be going to the Great Bear 
Initiative Carbon Credit Corporation for 

administering, selling, and validating the 
credits.

The CHN is seriously engaged with 
other First Nations in addressing the 
proposed Northern Gateway Pipeline 
project both on a legal front and in building 
a coalition to oppose its construction. 
As part of that initiative, Haida citizens 
presented evidence to the Joint Review 
Panel in Old Massett and Skidegate 
over the course of two days in each 
community, as did members of other Island 
communities. Eighty-plus documents 
have also been submitted as evidence to 
the environmental review process. These 
documents support the testimony of the 
speakers and, moreover, will be used in the 
Title Case if the Haida Nation goes to court. 
The next step for the nation in the JRP 
environmental review process is to prepare 

for the final arguments this fall – White 
Raven Law is beginning that preparation 
now.

HaiCo is Rolling
With over 200 employees, five fishing 

lodges, two hotels, a logging show, and 
an interest in aquaculture, managing the 
Haida Nation’s business arm requires a 
solid grasp of the day-to-day operations of 
all the businesses, with an eye to the future 
development of those businesses. 

HaiCo oversees CHN business 
operations and will be responsible 
for others that may be acquired and/
or developed. Its tourism businesses, 
specifically, are collected under a division 
of HaiCo called Haida Tourism Limited 
Partnership.

Questions were asked at the Spring 
Session about the working relationship 
between the Council of the Haida Nation 
and HaiCo and whether there is a protocol 
between HaiCo and CHN that describes 
how they are to work with each other. 
Fortunately, both the CHN and HaiCo 
recognize that the Islands’ economy and 
the nation’s politics are integral to the well-
being of the nation and that the success of 
one depends largely on the success of the 
other. 

HaiCo CEO Kevin Ainsworth explained 
that a Letter of Expectations is in place 
between the parties and confirmed that the 
document accomplishes much of what a 
protocol would. The LOE gives guidance 
and outlines the roles and responsibilities of 
CHN and HaiCo. It also lays out the shared 
principles of both parties, the accountability 
of the corporation and CHN to each other, 
and the corporation’s reporting to the Haida 
Nation through the seasonal sessions and 
the House of Assembly. You can pick up a 
copy of the Letter of Expectations at either 
CHN office. 

One of HaiCo’s purposes is to work 
towards the diversification of the Islands’ 

CHN Spring Session: Reporting out 
to citizens

The Spring Session held May 16 & 17 in Old Massett proved to be an exercise in both 
patience and due diligence with discussion coming to the floor over title, hiring policies, 
capacity building and of course the proposed Enbridge Northern Gateway project

Guujaaw’s report touched on most of these topics and also included a restatement of 
the purpose of the Council of the Haida Nation – which is to restore Title and look after 
Haida Gwaii.

“Haida Title is not a Deed assigned under the authority of a colonial power, rather Title 
will be our ability to live up to responsibilities in making sure that we hand our Islands 
onto the next generations in good shape,” says Guujaaw  “The economic sanctions and 
veil of dependency is coming down as we establish dignified terms for self sufficiency.” 

The Title case was filed March 6, 2002. In 2004, the related “TFL” or “Haida” Case 
acknowledged that even without proving Title, the strength of the evidence of Title could 
not be ignored by the crown. The supreme court ordered, that since consultations were 
not providing incentive enough for the crown to behave honourably, “accommodation” 
was ordered. This case provided an immediate response in BC and First Nations across 
the province, with the first “revenue sharing” occurring. This also encouraged industry to 
begin cutting deals directly with First Nations.

This new incentive provided a basis to put the Title case on hold (abeyance) and 
negotiate outside of the court system and treaty process. Through this process, we were 
able to protect the lands, slow the logging, and to enter into joint management with 
the provincial government. As well, these negotiations have given us time to set up a 
foundation for economic development. In the meantime, the federal hovernment has not 
come through with anything outside of their existing and inadequate federal programs.

The abeyance agreement expired on June 16, 2012 and the next steps the nation will 
take are being determined. 

 

Spring Session continued next page

Of those who spoke for Haida Gwaii.
Over one hundred Islanders signed up and spoke up at the Oral Statement hearings held in Old Massett and 
Skidegate this month. Following are a of few the many words spoken during the hearings.  

The young people here on Haida Gwaii have an intimate, 
deep understanding and appreciation for their environ-
ment. I’ve been humbled and impressed by the knowledge 
of land, forest and sea that they have acquired [through] 
the members of their community, by tradition, and their 
own curiosity and exploration of their home. 

Preet Lidder, Queen Charlotte 

While a supertanker jeopardizes my small family and my 
lifestyle and the way my children are currently being raised, 
it does not put into question the existence of my entire 
culture as it does to my Haida neighbours. During the 
last round of JRP hearings, I was overwhelmed with the 
absurdity that the Canadian government has allowed this 
process to go this far. That my fellow community members 
have been put into a position of defending their culture 
and that this would seem to be a mere formality for a done 
deal, leaves me enraged.

Karen McMurray, Masset

In closing, please consider everything that you have heard 
from everyone here through your [time] spent on the 
Islands. Please give [it] the weight of the people who have 
spoken to you. And please, please, say no. You have the 
power to do that [and] I wish I could convince you that  
you have the moral obligation to do that.

Anne Mountifield, Queen Charlotte

This project has brought everyone together to fight for 
what we love. We will make our voices heard and we will 
not stand back and let Enbridge destroy our island or com-
munity. [ ... ]  We are the youth and we want to speak up. 
If we say yes to Enbridge, life will be rough. Life cells will 
die and so will we. Do we really want Enbridge to succeed 
life? Let’s make sure that Enbridge does not stay; let’s say 
no to Enbridge every day. 

Paige Attwell

Several of my ancestors, including my Uncle Dempsey 
Collinson, the late Chief Skidegate, my father Vernon Jones, 
and grandfather Albert Jones were fishermen who made 
their living from the ocean. ... I was also a fisherman, but 
now work for the Council of the Haida Nation to protect 
the oceans of Haida Gwaii through marine planning. This 
way of life that we enjoy could easily come to an end if the 
Enbridge Project goes ahead. 

Nang Jingwas

Most of this unprecedented growth and high standard 
of living that we now have can be attributed to the use 
of hydrocarbons, and that fuels our industry and our 
transportation.
     However, this present growth, this world growth-rate, 
is unsustainable for the earth and we know that, and all of 
us are demanding more resources than the earth can sup-
ply. Therefore, more and more of our human activities are 
becoming unsustainable. We are unleashing forces that are 
changing the earth and its ecosystems in ways too many of 
us refuse to understand.
    Tim Wolthers, Masset

JRP Hearings concluded on Haida Gwaii
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economy, create Haida-managed 
businesses, and employ Haidas in those 
businesses. HaiCo is hiring Haidas and will 
continue to build these employee numbers 
in concert with their recently adopted 
Human Resources Plan. And, as the 
businesses become established and begin 
showing profits, those profits will go into 
a national treasury and be dispersed from 
there to various social and government 
programs. 

Citizens of the nation will set the 
priorities on how the money is spent, 
at the annual House of Assembly. A 
draft describing how that treasury might 
operate was tabled at the Spring Session 
and outlines the role of a Treasury Board, 
and its responsibilities and function. 
The document includes two options for 
the future: the first is take the treasury 
functions already being fulfilled by the 
Secretariat of the Haida Nation and change 
the Constitution to reflect the continuation 
of these duties; the second option is to 
empower a committee, through written 
agreements and policy, that would report 
to the SHN. The discussion paper was 
provided to citizens at the Spring Session 
and will be up for debate at the next 
session.

Haida House at Tllaal
The Haida House at Tllaal (formerly 
known as Tlell River House), now owned 
by HaiCo, is open for business. The former 
bear-hunting lodge has been refurbished 
and readied for the summer trade. Being 
offered this year is bed & breakfast-style 
accommodation, a dinner service Thurs-
day to Saturday from 5 pm to 9 pm, and a 
Sunday brunch.

Manager Joelle Rabu has ten full- and 
part-time staff tending to the requirements 
of guests. Haida House has local artists’ 
work featured throughout the building 
and a small gift shop, said Ms Rabu in an 
interview with Haida Laas, following the 
Spring Session. She made it clear, though, 
that Haida House is not in competition 
with other Islands gift shops – encouraging 

guests to visit local galleries and studios is a 
priority of Haida House, she said. 

Hiring Humans
Who, why and how people get hired is 
a hot topic of discussion and, given that, 
HaiCo has its work cut out for it in build-
ing a human resources department. Skills 
Development Officer Leslie Brown has the 
responsibility of building the department. 
A human resources plan is in place and Ms 
Brown will be focusing on writing policy 
for HaiCo’s practices, which will guide, 
among other things, how hiring is carried 
out.

Ms Brown is not about to reinvent the 
wheel, though – she and Mr Ainsworth 
have met with the Squamish Nation and 
other groups to see what policies and 
procedures they have in place that might 
also work for HaiCo. This approach will 
save time, and the new department, which 
is a “work in progress,” will be able to 
learn from other First Nations’ experience. 
Ms Brown is designing the HaiCo human 
resources department around the current 
number of HaiCo employees, but projecting 
what those numbers might be in the future 
is also on her task list.

Taan Forest
Taan Forest’s Vice-president Bob Brash 
reported to the Spring Session on the 
company’s logging activities. For the past 
year, Taan has managed Tree Farm Licence 
60 under an agreement with Western Forest 
Products while the sale and transfer of the 
TFL takes place. Taan Forest is expected 
to take possession of TFL 60 at the end of 
June. The purchase means the Haida Nation 
will own and continue to manage the larg-
est TFL on Haida Gwaii – an area of about 
136,000 hectares.

Last year, Taan logged approximately 
180,000 m3. With the Allowable Annual 
Cut set at 929,000 m3, Taan will receive an 
allocation of about 420,000 m3 and expects 
to cut 250,000 m3 of that this year. Gearing 
up to cut 420,000 m3 will be a challenge 
said Mr Brash, but, once there, he estimates 
there will be about 140 jobs in the bush – 
120 in logging and about 20 in engineering. 
Mr Brash also told the Spring Session that 

expecting logging jobs to reach the levels 
of years past is unrealistic but added that 
the number of jobs may get close to those 
levels once secondary manufacturing and 
more processing takes place on-Island.

This summer, Taan’s forestry operation 
will have a student work program and a 
“junior” field crew. The junior field crew 
will consist of 3 or 4 people who will be 
tackling silviculture surveying and other 
duties, with the intent of building their skills 
to do cutblock assessments and other types 
of work.

China has been a big player in the global 
economy for the past ten years, at least, 
and Taan has been exporting wood to that 
country. Up to now – although the Chinese 
economy has recently “softened” – 35% of 
Taan’s harvest has been exported overseas 
as round logs. No cedar has been exported, 
but a mix of second- and old-growth white 
wood such as pine, hemlock and spruce 
has been sold to China. Mr Brash said 
that the high-value logs like cedar are still 
processed in BC.

The Skidegate Band Council has been 
working with Taan to install a pole-peeling 
plant at Ferguson Bay. Taan will supply the 
Band-owned business with pole-quality 
cedar logs that will be processed locally and 
bundled for export. The business expects to 
employ six full-time workers and be up and 
running in this month.

Partnerships are the order of the day 
and in the works is another joint venture 
with an Old Massett Village Council/
Abfam partnership. That venture has Taan 
potentially providing up to 60,000 m3 
annually to the Port Clements sawmilling 
operation.

Crafting Solutions
The Solutions Table – co-chaired by Colin 
Richardson (Haida Nation) and Tyler Peet 
(Province of BC) – is the body that reviews 
applications made by companies and 
individuals looking to receive a permit for 
various types of development. The applica-
tions are for road and special use permits, 
licenses to cut wood, woodlot plans, among 
other types. The Solutions Table has also 
been reviewing applications submitted by 

aquaculture operations and fishing lodges. 
As of the last reporting cycle, the Table 
reviewed 34 files and processed 32 of them; 
the two outstanding files were submitted to 
the Table as information only. In process-
ing the applications, there are two streams 
or scenarios to which requests are directed: 
Scenario 1, with a turnaround of 14 days, 
is for applications that are fairly straight 
forward – things like installing a culvert or 
a simple tenure renewal. Scenario 2, with 
a turnaround of 60 days, is for applications 
that require greater scrutiny or additional re-
search, e.g.: woodlot and stewardship plans. 
The report made to the Spring Session in-
dicated that the turnaround times are being 
met and the streamlined process is working, 
though it is being tweaked as issues arise

Fisheries Committee
The Haida Fisheries Committee was to 
enter into another Comprehensive Fisheries 
Agreement for 2012-2013 but with delays 
in the signing of the contract, the CHN and 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans have 
decided to extend the current agreement 
with DFO for 2012/13. A Comprehensive 
Fisheries Agreement provides funding to 
support fisheries projects and can include 
communal commercial-fishing licenses, 
monetary support for specific projects, and 
equipment replacement. 

Haida Fisheries Committee Chair Robert 
Davis has been appointed to the First 
Nations Fisheries Council. The Council 

was formed in 2007 as an outcome of a 
First Nations Fisheries Action Plan, which 
was developed through a collaboration 
of the BC Assembly of First Nations, 
Union of BC Indian Chiefs, and the 
First Nations Summit. The Council was 
formed to implement a plan to encourage 
the crown to engage on issues that First 
Nations have identified as priorities. These 
priorities include seeking a larger share 
of the fisheries and more involvement in 
management and decision-making pursuant 
to Aboriginal rights and title. Russ Jones is 
the alternate representative for Mr Davis on 
the Council

Policy, policy, policy
Policy guides how decisions are made 
and, with the Council of the Haida Nation, 
policy is developed so that the act of mak-
ing decisions is fair and transparent.

After a few months without staff, the 
Policy Committee is now in full swing with 
the hiring of Ian Benoit, Policy Clerk. Chair 
John Yeltatzie said he now feels confident 

“Implementation of Protocol Agreement is a lot of
  work, [it is about] how [CHN and BC’s] huma
  resources work together and how two world
  views are going to work together … ”

April Churchill, Vice-president of the Haida Nation

CHN Spring Session: Reporting out to citizens CHN Spring Session: Reporting out to citizens

Spring Session from page 9

Are you interested in politics, culture and people? 
Then this job is for you.

For more information, please call 250.559.8755, or to apply, send a résumé and a
sample of your writing (one story or multiple stories totalling 1000 words) to: 
editor@haidanation.net. Applications must be in by August 15, 2012.

Haida Laas is looking for a Community Correspondent to write about activities 
of the Haida Nation in and around Skidegate.
   The writer, in collaboration with the editor of Haida Laas, will develop a 
storyboard and produce approximately 1000 words a month. Stories will cover 
CHN activities, and cultural and social events. 
   This position is ideal for a self-motivated young person who has an interest in 
writing and photography, and has basic computer skills. The wage for this work   
is $500 a month.
 
 

that the committee can write, process, and 
deliver the policy necessary to move the 
government forward and have “a sound and 
dedicated government, for the people and 
by the people”. 

And the Policy Committee has been 
busy: a list of its accomplishments was 
included in the Committee’s report 
to the Spring Session. Some of these 
accomplishments are: 

Changes to the election regulations 
have been completed and approved; 
Haida Citizenship Registration forms 
were approved and are now available to 
the public; and a Citizenship Registration 
Clerk will be hired in the next month to 
begin processing the citizenship forms. The 
Policy Committee is currently working on 
the existing House of Assembly resolution 
process and will be recommending ways to 
improve it. • 
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                    by Riki Ott

The Haida Nation invited me to the 
Enbridge Joint Review Panel hearing, 
held in Old Massett, to share my story as 
an eyewitness and survivor of the Exxon 
Valdez disaster. Parts of the story were told 
between interruptions from Joint Review 
Panel members who appeared to be 
directed by an Enbridge lawyer. Following 
the hearings, at a spontaneous gathering 
at Tluu Xaadaa Naay, more of the Exxon 
Valdez story was shared. 

At the time of the spill, I was a 
commercial fisherman with a doctorate in 
marine pollution, living in Cordova, Alaska. 
My godchildren were two- and four-years 
old when the Exxon Valdez wrecked in 
Prince William Sound just before the 
fishing season opened in1989. They were 
too young to understand why they couldn’t 
fish on the family seine boat that summer, 
or why they were left in the care of 
strangers for long days – their parents and 
most adults in town were consumed by oil 
spill response – or why their parents argued 
and cried so much.

In 1993, four years after the oil spill, 
the population of Pacific herring and pink 
salmon collapsed. Because these fish, 
especially young herring, are fed upon by 
many other species, the entire ecosystem of 
the Sound collapsed. That year there was 
nothing for my godchildren – or anyone 
else – to fish.

The trauma of the spill cut deep into the 
cultural life of the villages in the Sound. 
The shock of waking up to an ocean full 
of oil led Chief Walter Meganek of the 
Village of Port Graham to say, “Never in 
the millennium of our tradition have we 
thought it possible for the water to die, but 
it is true.” The spill thoroughly disrupted 
subsistence harvests and the cultural norms 
of sharing and teaching across generations. 
Media, money, the loss of communal 
buildings to the spill response teams, and 

The story that the JRP did not want to hear, 
but perhaps it’s one they Ott to 

Riki Ott, PhD is a marine toxicologist, author, and former 
commercial fisher. She was one of the first people on the 
scene during the Exxon Valdez oil spill, when millions 
of gallons of crude oil were discharged into the pristine 
waters of Prince William Sound, Alaska. For 23 years, she 
has been the voice and face of efforts for justice.

a huge influx of strangers eroded social 
ties. When the ecosystem collapsed other 
villages sent traditional food to families and 
friends, but it wasn’t the same. 

Western science was slow to recognize 
and understand the oil spill’s impact on 
the marine ecosystem. It was ten to fifteen 
years before studies reported what people 
living along the Sound had suspected 
would happen the day the water died. The 
killing of wildlife did not stop in 1989 – 
the poison rippled through the web of life, 
affecting many generations. Oil entered 
the bodies of fish, birds, and mammals and 
jammed cell function – killing eggs and 
embryos, stunting growth, suppressing 
immune system function, and disrupting the 
production of reproductive hormones, and 
even altering genetic coding. 

While the Pink salmon eventually 
recovered, the herring, have not to this day. 
A generation of children in Prince William 
Sound has never seen herring, and the 
fishery remains closed indefinitely. The 
legal system in the United States failed to 

hold Exxon accountable or even come close 
to “making people whole again” as Exxon 
had initially promised. Much of the harm to 
culture, quality of life, mental and physical 
health, and the long-term damage was not 
understood by science at the time of the 
jury trial in 1994 and, so, was invisible in 
the U.S. courts of law. Other harms – to 
subsistence foods, for example – do not 
translate into monetary measures and were 
hugely undervalued. 

Twenty-one years later, after the British 
Petroleum oil well blowout in the Gulf of 
Mexico (2010), I spent a year in the oiled 
Gulf coast communities and watched the 
story repeat itself but with one new, horrible 
twist: the U.S. government authorized the 
massive use of dispersants – a toxic stew 
of petroleum distillates and other known 
human health hazards that are used to break 
apart the oil and push it under the water 
surface. It turns out that the dispersants also 
acted as a delivery mechanism, driving oil 
particulates deep into the bodies of humans 
and wildlife. 

For two years BP denied that there 
were health impacts from the use of the 
dispersants but finally relented and agreed 
to settle a medical class action suit that 
had been brought forward. The settlement 
includes millions of dollars for medical 
costs and monitoring, and community 
health clinics staffed with specialists for 
treating chemical illnesses. Ironically, 
despite the health dangers from the use 
of dispersants, the state of Louisiana is 
subsidizing a manufacturing plant for Nalco 
< www.nalco.com > to produce more 
dispersants for the next marine oil disaster.

I hope to share more of my story in 
person – and learn what I can do to work 
with you – when I visit Haida  Gwaii again. 
(August 9–20). •

A dubious 
kind of 
talisman
                        By Arno Kopecky

An unusual series of first encounters 
occurred on Haida Gwaii last month when 
four Achuar indigenas from the Peruvian 
Amazon landed in Sandspit. 

The Achuar had flown 8000 kilometers 
from their rain forest to protest Talisman 
Energy Inc. – the Calgary-based oil and gas 
conglomerate that is poised to drill for oil 
in Achuan territory – and to build alliances 
with Canadian First Nations facing similar 
battles. Haida Gwaii was the final stop of 
a cross-country tour that touched down 
in Ottawa, Fort McMurray, Calgary, and 
Vancouver; by the time the members of 
the delegation got here they had seen snow 
and oil sands, endured an Algonquin sweat, 
spoken with Cree chiefs and confronted 
Talisman’s CEO John Manzoni in front of 
the company’s shareholders. 

But the best was yet to come, and it 
started with a dinner hosted at Tluu Xaadaa 
Naay in Old Massett.

“I visited Peru’s Amazon two years ago,” 
Guujaaw, President of the Haida Nation, 
said in his welcoming speech, recalling the 
brutal military crackdown on indigenous 
protests against foreign oil and mining 
companies during which 34 people were 
killed and dozens more hospitalized with 
bullet wounds. “I met many leaders from 
the area who told me they, too, were ready 
to die for their people,” Guujaaw continued.  
“My message to them, and my message to 
you, is that your people need you alive.”

After dancers performed to the Eagle 
and Raven songs, the Paddle Song, the 
Gambling Song (raising $520 for the 
Achuar federation, Federación de la 

Nacionalidad Ashuar del Perú), it was the 
Peruvians’ turn to take the microphone.

“Where we come from, there are rivers 
everywhere,” said Peas Peas Ayui, the 38 
year-old president of FENAP who, like 
his three companions, had donned a red-
yellow-and-blue toucan feather headdress 
for the occasion. “Here,” he said, as he 
gestured toward the ocean, “there is just one 
enormous lake! Yet we both depend on the 
water around us in the same way.” 

The Achuars’ territory is an exceptional 
part of the Amazon, home to some 5000 
people. Travel is by trail or river, and the 
closest road is three days downstream. 
There are no stores, no electricity or 
plumbing. They live by hunting, fishing, 
and harvesting a few domesticated 
vegetables and fruits.

But Talisman Energy has found 41 
million barrels of oil lying 6 kilometers 
beneath the Achuars’ feet, and is poised to 

start production a year from now. If that 
happens, the Achuar fear the same type of 
catastrophic oil spills that have occurred 
in neighboring watersheds will devastate 
theirs, too. 

 “No technology is perfect,” said 
Ampush Chayat, the 42-year-old 
schoolteacher who, along with his wife 
Puwaanch Antich, was elected to join Ayui 
on this journey. 

“Talisman keeps telling us that accidents 
are a thing of the past,” said Chayat. “They 
say they are a ‘First World’ company, and 
in the ‘First World’ the environment is 
protected and indigenous peoples’ rights 
respected. So we came to Canada to see for 
ourselves how oil companies operate here. 
After seeing how the earth looks in Fort 
McMurray’s [oil sands], and hearing about 
the residential school system, we have 

The Achuar delegation speaking at Tluu Xaadaa Naay, Old Massett. Haida Gwaii was the Peruvian delegation’s final 
stop on a cross-country tour building alliances with First Nations who are facing similar issues – the Canadian company 
Talisman Energy is poised to drill for oil in the Achuar’s territory. Left to right: Gregor MacLennan, Peas Peas Ayui, Ampush 
(Lucas) Ayui Chayat, Puwaanch Kintui Antich

Talisman continued next page 
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decided that the ‘First World’s’ vision for 
the future is incompatible with our own.”

Similar conversations held over the 
following three days revealed many striking 
parallels between the Achuar and Haida 
experience, along with a few distinctions. 
“Now it’s China treating Canada like the 
third world,” said Guujaaw, who walked 
with the Achuar to the top of Taaw Hill. 
The Achuar were delighted to finally find 
them selves surrounded by an old forest 
and Guujaw talked about the protests that 
led to the establishment of Gwaii Haanas. 
“But protests only work when the public is 
paying attention,” he advised. “If no one’s 
looking, the government and the companies 
will keep doing whatever they want.” 

When Masset’s Mayor Andrew 
Merilees took the delegation to see Robert 
Davidson’s totem pole outside the Anglican 
church in Old Massett, the Achuar were 
astonished to learn that the art of totem 
carving had been outlawed for decades, 
along with so many other customs. Having 
been protected by the extreme isolation of 
their location in the Amazon, the Achuar 
have never before experienced the full 
brunt of a government’s concerted attempt 
to colonize a people. But, they’re starting 
to feel it now. In the past decade, Peru’s 
government has leased 75% of the Amazon 
to foreign companies — a fire sale that is 
accelerating as commodities fetch ever-
higher prices worldwide.

The delegation travelled to Skidegate 
before flying home and during dinner 
at Roberta Olsen’s house saw two grey 
whales feasting on roe in the inlet, just like 
the guests assembled inside. The Achuar, 
who had never before seen a whale, were 
spellbound, and then nature one-upped 
itself by draping a perfect double-rainbow 
just behind the whales. The calm, clean sea 
touching the ends of the rainbows seemed a 
fitting metaphor, and one to treasure.  •

 
 

along with the clan they belong to, and 
each child was presented with a Haida 
vest made by Marlene Ankerman. Ms 
Ankerman remarked that at a time when 
she really needed support, she received it, 
and acknowledged Bill McKenzie, former 
Executive Director of HCFSS.

In a short presentation, Elizabeth Moore 
acknowledged Susie Smith. Ms Smith was 
presented with a vest, “because she does so 
much while she is in Vancouver,” said Ms 
Moore. “She is always helping people out.”

To round the evening out, the Tluu 
Xaadaa Naay Dance Group performed 
with extreme cultural pride and, during 
the men’s competition dance, one of the 
visiting youth performed a Cree grass 
dance.  The grand finale was a clan dance.

Executive Director Susan Williams 
spoke last, acknowledging the hard work 
of her staff. In the research department are 
Lucille Bell, Bernard Kerrigan, and Trish 
Collison. Elizabeth Moore and Candace 
Weir were the Homecoming-Event 
Coordinators. Team Leader, Taylor Scobie, 
was mentioned but unable to attend the 
dinner. Other staff working to better the 
lives of children are: Shelley Gladstone, 
delegated Social Worker; Sharon Matthews, 

                  by Florence Lockyer

The day began with a rush to set tables – 
the scurry was on because there was a prize 
for the first clan to set up – way to go Tsiits 
Gitanae of Massett Inlet – the winners! 
The tables were being set for a dinner to 
honour, acknowledge and re-introduce to 
the community, children who had been 
adopted out to foster parents.

The evening began on an upbeat note 
with Raven McCallum, a student now 
enrolled in the Native Indian Teacher 
Education Program at the University of 
British Columbia, who has been in foster 
care most of her life. Ms McCallum told 
the community that she has been able to 
continue her education because she has 
been awarded $14,000 in scholarships 
– and to that the crowd erupted! Her 
goal, she said, is to teach at one of the 
secondary schools on Haida Gwaii. Not 
knowing her lineage and culture has 
always been a missing piece, she said, but 
positive thinking kept her going through 
her many years in care. She attended the 
feast with her little brother and sister who 
are overcoming obstacles similar to hers 
and succeeding. Community is part of the 
healing process, said Ms McCallum.

The early evening saw the Chief 
Matthews School Dancers take to the 
dance floor. Dalbert Smith led the young 
and inspiring troupe in drumming and 
singing – loud and proud. Next up was 
storyteller Kung Jaadee, Roberta Kennedy. 
Ms Kennedy came home to Old Massett 
two years ago after being away for 26 years 
going to school and working. Even though 
she was away, she always kept Haida 
Gwaii in her heart as it is the most beautiful 
place in the whole wide world, she said. Ms 
Kennedy told the story about raven making 
the earth.

As at all feasts and gatherings, speeches 
were made. Sgaann 7iw7waans, Allan 
Wilson began and spoke of how proud he 
was of [Raven McCallum] who had spoken 

earlier. “No matter how far away you are or 
how long you have been away, you are still 
here,” he said. “Your heart is here.  Coming 
home makes a big difference inside – it 
builds you up and gives you the power of 
the people. When you walk down the street, 
people will know who you are. No matter 
where you are they know you are a special 
person – it emanates from you,” he said. 
“The Haida Nation is 5000 to 7000 people 
strong but the world looks at us like we are 
5 to 7 million strong. When we have a fight 
with the outside – say ... the government of 
Canada – they know we have power.”

Thasi, Ken Edgars has been a foster 
parent for a long time. It’s a hard job, he 
said, but worth it. Thasi acknowledged 
Executive Director Susan Williams’ 
contribution to Haida Child and Family 
Services and said he was proud of the 
progress that was being made. As foster 
parents, he and his wife Barb are caring for 
two young children. He said that when he 
retired, he and Barb thought they would 
be sitting at home relaxing but it has not 
been like that – we have grandchildren, he 
said, new grandchildren! He added that 
working with the HCFSS board and the 
dedicated staff has been great, and, “we are 
all working hard to move forward.”

Dayaang, Donald Bell welcomed the 
children back. “It’s great to enjoy your 
company tonight. As you can see, I get 
support from my great-grandchildren,” 
Dayaang said, with Addison, his great-
granddaughter, at his side. Dayaang 
reflected on his childhood and candidly 
shared that it had been traumatic. He spoke 
of being rounded up with a few other 
children and sent to residential school. “It 
was like being in jail,” he said, and he still 
has visions of the steamboat they sailed 
on, where they were locked in their rooms 
until they got to Vancouver Island. “Then 
they would let us out,” he said. The second 
time he went to residential school he was 

about 12 years old, but that’s another story! 
In closing, Dayaang said that he loves the 
clan dinners, except for the fact that his 
wife can’t sit with him and he has to keep 
peeking around at her. With that, he smiled, 
and said haaw.aa for the delicious soup.

The evening’s MC’s were Sharon 
Matthews and Raven Ann Potschka – and 
it is custom that when you misaddress a 
dignitary, restitution must be made publicly. 
Ms Potschka did make an error and 
promptly paid Dayaang – one Haida buck! 

“Our children need to know where they 
come from,” announced Giteewans, Vern 
Brown, “and HCFSS is working in that 
direction. No matter how old [the children 
are], they will feel better knowing who 
they are and that there are people who care 
about them. There is nothing worse than 
thinking that you are not cared for,” he said. 
Giteewans thanked the volunteers who 
teach the children to dance and sing, and 
thanked the HCFSS board of directors.

Shelly Gladstone who works for HCFSS 
in Skidegate was acknowledged for 
attending the dinners in both Old Massett 
and Skidegate – haaw.aa!

Following the Chiefs’ speeches the 
visiting children were publicly announced 

Talisman from page 13

“No matter how old [the children are], 
they will feel better knowing who they  
are and that there are people who care 
about them.” Giteewans

Making it home

Family Group Conference Coordinator; 
Jana McLeod, Adult/Youth Liaison Worker; 
Allan Lore, Family Outreach Worker; and 
Willie Russ, a Youth Worker in Skidegate. 
Members of the administration staff are: 
Jennifer Russ, Finance Manager; Sandra 
Stewart, Administrative Support, Massett; 
and Alana Valentinsen, Administrative 
Support, Skidegate. Custodians are 
Josephine Abrahams, Massett, and 
Sylvia Young, Skidegate. All other social 
workers attending the feast were also 
acknowledged. [Also on contract to HCFSS 
is Florence Lockyer who is working on the 
development of a Haida Family Life Skills 
Program that is slated for delivery in the 
fall.] 

Co-MC Ms Potschka closed the feast 
with a haaw.aa to everyone, and an 
especially BIG haaw.aa to the foster parents 
– everyone needs a home, she said. Door 
prizes were then drawn, the hall cleaned, 
and everyone went home to rest up for the 
next day’s event – a beach picnic out at 
Taaw Hill. •
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                 By Florence Lockyer

On Wednesday, May 23, 2012 Lieutenant 
Governor Stephen Point met with the Old 
Massett Village Council in chambers. 
After this brief encounter, His Honour and 
entourage were bustled over to the Chief 
Matthews School. 

As the students waited, there was a rustle 
of quiet activitiy – the children had come 
in from an early recess break to let go of 
some of their sillies. Imagine, if you will, 
children ages 4 to 9, having anticipated 
for days the Lieutenant Governor’s visit 
to their community and school – the 
excitement was barely contained but the 
students of Chief Matthews School were 
ready, organized, and waiting. And while 
they waited, they counted to ten in Haida, 
jumped up and down ten times, hopped 
on their right foot ten times, did not hop 
on their heads, touched their toes not eight 
times but ten, and then ten times again, and 
finally resumed sitting and waiting. 

When the official party did arrive, the 
children respectfully walked His Honour 
into their school while singing the Welcome 
Song, and Mr Point graciously greeted the 
elders waiting to greet him. The students 
and staff then honoured Mr Point by 
singing the Canadian national anthem.

“Good morning,” he said, 
acknowledging and welcoming the 
elders and students. “Who knows what a 
lieutenant governor does?” 

“The Lieutenant Governor represents 
Queen Elizabeth,” he said, and explained 
that the Lieutenant Governor stands in 
the Queen’s place when she is not able 
to be where she is invited – she can’t be 
everywhere at the same time. 

Mr Point is travelling around the 
province to speak about reading and 
writing. “We are meeting in the library,” he 
said, “and we have a gift for the school.” 
Each student was presented with a book for 
the library, and, following the presentation, 
Mr Point asked for a photo of the students 

with the books, for his website. He beamed 
happily because everyone had on some 
regalia. 

“Haaw.aa!” the students hollered in 
appreciation.

With adoration, the students gifted His 
Honour with a book, Raven’s Cry, which 
was signed by all of the students. “Thank 
you!” he exclaimed. He also received 
a small woven-rose pin and scallop 
shells because the students heard that the 
Lieutenant Governor collects them and 
uses them in ceremony at home. A card 
was also presented to him, on which was 
written, “Welcome to Haida Gwaii!” – 
this reminded His Honour that one of the 
first official things he did was to sign the 
order officially changing the Islands name 
from the Queen Charlotte Islands to Haida 
Gwaii. And, finally, a bag of dried seaweed 
was gifted, and with much coaxing, Mr. 
Point tried it – “Much like Haida chips,” he 
said!  

Some business was also carried out 
during the Lieutenant Governor’s visit. It 
was a proud moment for students Rachel 
Lavoie and Jacob Bell-Thiessen who each 
received a Certificate of Achievement 
for successfully completing Read Well, a 
literacy instruction course. Mrs Bellis, too, 
was gifted a scarf for her hard work at the 
school and promoting academic excellence.

Following the presentations, the floor 
was opened to questions and Mr Point 
answered a few, such as: How old are you? 
How many kids do you have? What’s the 
best part of your day? Where’s your limo? 
Is your job hard? 

In a final gesture, Mr Point handed out 
bookmarks to students and was then off to 
George M Dawson.

The Lieutenant Governor was introduced 
with remarks that emphasized that he is a 
leader in his own community as well as a 
lawyer and judge. Mr Point then expressed 
his pleasure at visiting the school. For his 

last year (his term as Lieutenant Governor 
comes to an end this September), Mr. 
Point is touring the province, promoting 
literacy. He revealed that in 1969, when he 
graduated from high school, he hadn’t read 
a book completely – not one. “Knowledge 
is everywhere,” he said, “and somewhere in 
this world someone has written it down.”

“I like to speak to young people and talk 
with them about what they want to do in 
their life. Fifty percent of our population 
is under the age of 25. A whole generation 
of people like you is coming out of our 
communities,” he said. ‘What are you 
going to do with your life? Grade 12 
students usually say, ‘I don’t know.’

“Time goes by very quickly; the next 
thing you know, you’re 25 or 35 and 
you’re thinking you need a career, and 
then you [realize you] have to go back 
to [complete] high school.  But you are 
[in high school] right now. Sit with your 
teachers, counsellors, and map out your 
life,” he said. “Create your future – it’s 
called ‘manifesting’. Think about what it 
is you want to do. Imagine yourself doing 
something. What is it that you have inside 
of yourself that you can bring to your 
community?

“Get off of your butt and walk in the 
direction of your vision. You can be that 
master carver or that master linguist. The 
only person who can make a difference in 
your life is you. Remove the doubt in your 
mind. Remove the thought of, ‘I can’t do 
it’. Get up in the morning and look in the 
mirror and say, ‘Yeah, I’m all right!’ You 
have to love yourself before you can love 
anyone else. Walk in the direction of  
your vision,” Mr Point said. “Have courage, 
have self-love and drive yourself to   
the vision.

“Elders are [sitting as leaders] now, but 
you will be sitting [there] someday,” Mr 
Point said. “How will you benefit your 
community? Here’s the challenge: What 

will you do with your life? Too many of 
our people stay at home and don’t work. 
They don’t try to create jobs for themselves 
– they wait for someone else to help them 
– I’d like you to be different. You be the 
master of your own destiny, you have the 
power to do it. I encourage you to stay 
in school. Finish your education. Learn 
your culture – the songs and dances and 
language that the elders have. The greatest 
lessons come from the land. Twenty years 
from now, are you going to still be sitting 
here wondering what you will become? Or 
will you be wondering if you’re going to 
win the million-dollar lottery?”

Nary a sound was whispered as His 
Honour openly and, with compassion, 

shared his experience with the students; 
when he was finished, the applause 
reflected that his words had touched many.

His Honour then bravely opened the 
floor for questions: How long does it take to 
become a lawyer? Are you a Smokehouse 
Dancer? As an aside and light joke, Mr 
Point shared a question that he had received 
before: Why is it Left-handed Governor?  
“It’s not,” he’d responded, “I’m a right-
handed governor!”

In closing, the Lieutenant Governor 
called Angel Brown forward to receive a 
commemorative pin for her father, Cecil 
Brown, who Mr. Point had met earlier that 
day. His Honour also gave pins to each of 
the elders.

You will be leaders one day
Lieutenant Governor Steven Point speaks frankly about leadership, work, and literacy.

In exchange, Diane Smith gifted Mr 
Point with a cedar rose. Principal Cross 
thanked him and his entourage and said that 
His Honour was to receive a gift of salmon 
... but raven stole it, so the school replaced 
it with a bag of tsiilts (dried salmon). His 
Honour also received additional scallop 
shells and each member of his entourage 
received a print from the Haida Language 
and Culture Program. 

To close the full day of events, and it 
being the 60th Anniversary of the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, the students and guests 
sang God Save the Queen. •

Lieutenant Governor Steven Point enters the library at Chief Matthews School in Old Massett. He is followed by Sgaann 7iw7waans and Old Massett Chief Councillor Ken Rea. Mr Point 
was at the school speaking to students about literacy and later that day addressed the students at George M Dawson.
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                         By Valine Crist

Nearly fifteen years ago, the Heritage 
Committee in Old Massett proposed a 
campground at Hiellen, which is a former 
village site, and, today an Indian Reserve 
adjacent to Taaw Hill. About ten years ago, 
a youth crew led by Lucille Bell from the 
Old Massett Economic Development & 
Heritage Resources Office started clearing 
the area for tent and RV sites. Today, under 
the direction of Patricia Moore, Economic 
Development Planner, the vision for the area 
is taking on a whole new life.

Construction of seven individual 
longhouses – one longhouse is dedicated for 
large groups – and a bathhouse, began at the 
Hiellen site in April and will be completed 
this fall. The smaller longhouses are about 
500 square-feet each and include three 
bedrooms, a kitchen, and woodstove. The 
group longhouse is 2,400 square feet and 
includes a yoga floor, a meeting space, and 
can sleep up to twenty people. Single beds 
can be rented or a group can rent the entire 
facility.  

While the longhouses are built in a 
style that is earthy and rustic, Ms Moore 
wanted to meet modern expectations by 
offering what she refers to as glamping 
– a combination of the words glamorous 
and camping. She also knows that people 
cannot live without their cell phones and 
computers, so the Welcome House has 
lights throughout, a cell-phone booster, and 
power outlets to charge your computer. 

“We wanted the buildings to be as 
‘green’ as possible and leave a light 
footprint on the environment,” Ms Moore 
explains, and although there are a variety 
of energy options able to power a site like 
this, unfortunately they are not always 
economically feasible. 

“We looked into wind and solar energy, 
but we ended up settling on a combination 
of solar with a diesel generator to produce 
power, which we store in a battery array. 
We can store enough power for about three 
days. We used a local company called Spark 
Energy to develop the system, and we are 
pleased with some of the solutions they 
came up with.”

One of the main challenges in economic 
development on Haida Gwaii is the shortage 
of local statistics and tourist demographics, 
Ms Moore says. In order to do market 
research for this project, she looked to other 
businesses and read material available 
from HaiCo, Aboriginal Tourism BC, and 
the Misty Islands Economic Development 
Society. Through her research, Ms Moore 
discovered that the biggest group of people 
partaking in hiking and camping are women 
between the ages of 25-35. Given that, 
the Old Massett Economic Development 
Department also wanted to offer options 
to families that come here, as well as to 
the increasing number of surfers. “The 
longhouses will offer something for every 
type of traveler,” she added.

“None of this happens unless we have 
good, solid funders,” Ms Moore said. “We 
received money from the Coast Opportunity 
Fund, some from Haida Gwaii Community 
Futures, the Coast Sustainability Trust, 
Service Canada Skills Link, and, of course, 
OMVC contributed financially. We’re really 
fortunate to access funds for projects like 
this. 

“Once construction is finished,” Ms 
Moore continued, “we’ll hire a full-time 
manager to work throughout the year and 
do the marketing and preparations for 
the busy summer seasons.”  She believes 
this project will be an opportunity for 
community members to think about starting 
up other businesses that could support or 
add services such as specialized tours, maid 

service, wood service, transportation, etc. 
“This project is a tourism hub and is full of 
opportunity for small business.”  

Invigorated by challenges and excited 
by opportunities, Ms Moore exudes 
creative energy. “The more you work on 
these projects, the more connections you 
make!” she exclaims. For example, the 
project received funding to buy furniture 
for the longhouses and, with that funding, 
she found a way to incorporate a training 
component. “We used some of the funds 
for purchasing furniture to offer a cabinetry-
making course. We have locals in the course 
now and they’ll be making cabinets and 
bunk beds for us!”  

The goals of the longhouse project are 
threefold: to create economic opportunities 
for OMVC, offer employment and business 
opportunities in the community, and offer 
skills development and hospitality training 
to locals – especially youth. Ms Moore 
emphasized the youth because, as she 
explained, word-of-mouth advertising is so 
important and youth are great networkers. 
Ms Moore’s vision is to have tourists 
welcomed at Hiellen, have them get in 
touch with the natural environment and 
Haida culture, and return home raving about 
their visit and experiences.

The longhouses are just a beginning, and 
Ms Moore says they’re a stepping-stone to 
future projects. “One of the projects we’ve 
had on the shelf for nearly 20 years is the 
Haida trail which will run along the north 
coast, from Yan to the west coast. It would 
also be nice to work with the Haida House 
at Tllaal and offer hikes from Tlell to North 
beach. If you place a couple cabins along 
the way, it could be a great recreational hike.

“We’re getting into a new generation 
of people that are increasingly urban, but 
far more environmentally aware of their 
actions. They want to get out and experience 
nature and enjoy spending time outdoors,” 
Ms Moore said. 

“We have something special to offer here 
and, with tourism in a transitional phase on 
Haida Gwaii, we have to make sure that we 
conserve our Islands’ beauty by leading the 
way instead of sitting on the sidelines.” 

“Glamping,” 
  it’s something 
  special

Grouse are important to goshawks for the 
same reason they are attractive to hunters. 
They have a lot of meat on them. Scientists 
believe that the Graham Island population 
of these mid-sized forest birds is down 60 
to 80 percent from historic levels. That 
spells trouble, not only for the threatened 
goshawks, which rely on grouse as a 
food source, but also for the survival of a 
genetically-distinct grouse population. 

According to Species at Risk biologist, 
Berry Wijdeven, genetic work carried out 
on Haida Gwaii’s Sooty Grouse (formerly 
known as the Blue Grouse) indicates that it 
is a sub-species, distinct from its mainland 
counterparts. 

In 2010, a study began on Graham Island 
to seek reasons for the birds’ decline. Is 
it loss of habitat due to logging? Hunting 
pressure? Impacts of introduced predators 
like rats or even the black-tailed deer 
browsing the forests undergrowth?

To study the grouse, both male and 
female birds are being caught, then 
collared with a radio device that tracks their 
movements. Researchers are looking for 
answers to questions such as: Where do 
they nest? Do they move through different 
territories? Do they shift habitat in summer 
and winter? What is the survival rate of 
their chicks? 

The 2010 study-and-monitoring project 
focused on one logged area with an 
extensive road network on Graham Island, 
and in 2012 the project expanded to Gwaii 
Haanas. Hunters don’t threaten the grouse 
in Gwaii Haanas and there is an abundance 
of unlogged habitat. It’s for these reasons 
that scientists suspect the population 
levels may be higher in Gwaii Haanas, but 
they’ve also noticed that in Gwaii Haanas 
goshawks eat more grouse than those on 
Graham Island. Scientists can tell this by 
studying the pellets made up of undigested 
bone and feathers that goshawks regurgitate 
after a feed.

So far, it is not clear why the grouse 
population is declining, says Wijdeven, 
but part of his mandate is to raise public 
awareness about it. 

“Grouse get no respect,” he says. “Many 
people think they are less than intelligent 
and tend to take advantage of how easy 
they are to catch. But,” Wijdeven added, 

“if you see a grouse just standing there, it’s 
because they are defending their chicks.  
The only way for a female grouse to protect 
her brood is by making herself vulnerable 
– even with six people staring at her, she 
[won’t leave] her nest.” • 

By Heather Ramsay, Gwaii Haanas National Park  
     Reserve, National Marine Conservation Area Reserve,  
     and Haida Heritage Site

Attaching a radio-collar to a female grouse.

Gwaii Haanas resource conservation technician Elin Price and grouse-tracker, extraordinaire Gerry Morigeau, listen for male 
grouse from a boat in Gwaii Haanas.

Grousing about
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