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Court decision critical of DFO
Upon hearing that the 2015 herring season 
would not open because of the injunction 
granted to the Haida Nation, a sense of 
accomplishment was briefly enjoyed – the 
Nation could now move onto the next 
item on its full agenda. (See story, Boiling 
Waters, page 7)

That reprieve was short lived when CHN 
was notified that the Minister of Fisheries and 
Oceans (DFO) had filed an appeal of Judge 
Manson’s March 5th decision.

The decision granting the injunction was 
critical of DFO in many instances, such 
as their methods for determining herring 
populations, and was supportive of arguments 
made by the Haida Nation. 

The reasons DFO is appealing the decision 
are: 

1. The judge used the wrong principal  
 of law in applying the test for  
 irreparable harm.

2. The judge did not understand the  
 scientific evidence and did not make  
 the right decision to open the fishery  
 based on that evidence.

3. There was not enough weight put  
 on the peer-reviewed projections  
 that the Minister used to support  
 opening the fishery.

4. The judge used a wrong principle  
 of law, namely the 2004 Supreme  
 Court of Canada decision that found  
 the Nation has a strong case of  
 Aboriginal Title to all of Haida  

All Native Basketball 
Tournament 2016
February 7 - 13

Ts’Imaay 4th Generation Dance Group from 
Metlakatla Alaska will open the 2016 All Native Tournament. This 
will be the first time the dance group will open the tournament. 

 Gwaii, without considering the  
 boundaries of that decision.

5. The judge used a wrong principle  
 of law, or did not understand the  
 facts about the Minister failing to  
 consult the Nation adequately.

6. The judge used a wrong principle  
 of law, suggesting the Minister’s  
 duty has increased  from “consult”  
 to “accommodate”.

7. No weight was given “to the harm  
 to the public interest” that occurs  
 when the Minister is prevented from  
 doing her duties.

8. The judge used the wrong principle  
 of law and/or misunderstood the  
 facts when citing the Gwaii Haanas  
 Agreement in his decision.

9. The judge used the wrong   
 principle  of law when he   
 found that Canada had breached  
 a constitutional obligation to  
 negotiate an accommodation with  
 the Nation when Canadian law  
 says that constitutional issues  
 should not be determined at a  
 hearing of this type. 

As of printing this issue of Haida Laas, 
no date has been set for the appeal to be 
heard. Please check the Nation’s website 
and Facebook page for updates or sign up 
to our contact database by using the form 
at < haidanation.ca >.
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At 1.5 times the size of Earth’s moon, Jupiter’s 
moon, Ganymede, is the solar system’s largest 
moon. On March 12th NASA confirmed that 
the huge moon’s 150-km-thick crust of ice 
hides a salty ocean 100 km deep. Scientists 
discovered the vast, watery interior, using the 
Hubble Space Telescope. 

Ganymede’s sub-glacial ocean distorts 
the moon’s magnetic field and the telescope 
can observe these distortions, which are 
illuminated by vibrant auroras that dance 
across the moon’s surface. The massive, salty 
ocean directs the dance of these lights, which 
wisp beautifully for kilometres, suspended 
above the gargantuan slabs of ice that 
dominate Ganymede’s surface. The European 
Space Agency plans to launch a spacecraft to 
explore Ganymede and three of Jupiter’s other 
moons in 2022.

Ocean adrift
Size comparison of Earth (right), the Moon (top left) and 
Ganymede (bottom left).

An evening of food and fun is coming to 
Hlg̱aagilda. A small group is raising money 
to help with legal fees for nations who are 
opposing Enbridge’s Northern Gateway 
Pipeline proposal in court, including the 
Haida nation. Community volunteers are 
hosting the event as part of a campaign called 
Pull Together. The evening will feature live 
performances, a delicious dinner and cocktails, 
followed by a dance. Tickets will be available 
soon at local retailers.

Save the date: May 2nd 
Pull together:

The Haida Gwaii Management Council 
is working on a forest strategy for 
Haida Gwaii and has hired Moore 
Resource Management [MRM]. MRM 
principal, Keith Moore, is coordinating 
the strategy, which is following up on 
work initiated in the fall of 2013. That 
work resulted in a discussion paper 
called Development of a Comprehensive 
Forestry Management Strategy for 
Haida Gwaii. The paper is available at  
<haidagwaiimanagementcouncil.ca >

In this phase, MRM’s main task is 
to secure the support and involvement 
of local governments, tenure holders, 
forest companies, small businesses, those 
involved in economic development, and 
other interested parties in a cooperative 
process to design the next steps for priorities 
identified in the 2013 discussion paper. 

FUTURE-TENSE
The process will also include a series 

of workshops in each of Haida Gwaii’s 
communities, as well as a series of 
‘specialized’ workshops targeting the sectors 
of the Islands’ forest-based economy. 

Ideas from these workshops will lay 
the foundation for an All-Islands Forestry 
Strategy Forum in April. The forum will 
bring together participants to identify priority 
issues and develop a long-term action plan to 
address the issues.

Interested individuals and organizations 
wishing to contribute to the development of 
a forestry strategy for Haida Gwaii are asked 
to contact Moore Resource Management at 
250.559.4761 or mrm@qcislands.net 

Workshop and Strategy to develop action for Haida Gwaii forests

Parent and community discussion nights
An information and discussion session 
open to all parents and guardians who want 
to share ideas and meet with local service 
providers about raising children and teens in 
a community setting.

Discussion nights will be held the first 
Thursday of every month. For more 
information contact Haida Gwaii Society for 
Community Peace at 250.626.6052

6:oo pm at the Old Massett Youth Centre: 

All Native Basketball 
Tournament 2016
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Joining the Council of the Haida Nation’s 
Skidegate office this week are Brady Yu and 
Sam Hall.

Paramedic-and-fire-fighter-in-
training, Brady Yu brings eight years 
of experience as a science, policy, and 
communications advisor to his position 
as CHN Policy Program Manager. Mr 
Yu is also a student with Royal Roads 
University where he is studying First 
Nations’ collaborative governance, 
focusing on the Haida Gwaii Marine Plan 
process. He anticipates graduating this 
March with a master of science degree in 
Natural Resource Management.

Also on board is Sam Hall, filling 
the position of Information Technology 
Specialist. He will be overseeing the CHN 
computer networks in G̱aauu and Hlg̱aagilda, 
bringing wide experience and a solid 
foundation in computer systems, networks 
and security. Mr Hall holds a diploma in 
Computer Servicing from the Wellington 
Institute of Technology in New Zealand.

Staffed up

This year HaiCo is celebrating its fifth 
anniversary as the Haida Nation’s economic 
development arm. HaiCo now has three 
successful businesses under its wing: Taan, 
Haida Wild, and West Coast Resorts, which 
includes the Haida House at Tllaal.

In 2014 more than 300 people received a 
payroll cheque from a HaiCo company and 
25% of them were Haida. Of the businesses 
located on Haida Gwaii – Taan, Haida Wild, 
and Haida House – approximately 50% of the 
employees are Haida. Starting from zero in 
2010, HaiCo’s net income in the year ending 
March 2014 was $2 million.

HaiCo is also working to align its 
operations with the values that Haida citizens 
have demanded. By harvesting resources 
sustainably, Taan has maintained Forestry 
Stewardship Council certification for four 
years, Haida Wild has been certified to use 
the Ocean Wise label, and West Coast Resorts 
is certified by Green Tourism.

HaiCo’s five

Númas Native Toys
Númas Native Toys Project is a 
joint initiative of ForestEthics, Qqs 
Projects Society, and the Bella Bella 
Community School.

This is a community project that 
produces eco-friendly toys from local 
beach-combed wood. Our program 
aspires to enhance the social, cultural, and 
economic wealth of our community. Each 
toy is handcrafted by community youth, 
silkscreened with a design by local artist 
Ian Reid.

Númas is an endearing term for “old 
man” in the Heiltsuk language. The name 
honours our respect for elders, traditional 
ways, and the old growth forests around 
us. The toys allow for open-ended creative 
play with a two-tone design that provides 
a cultural connection, and also supports 
infant stimulation.

All profits from the sale of these 
toys will go towards Heiltsuk Youth 
Wellness Programs.

Our vision is to provide items that 
are hand-crafted using locally harvested 
sustainable materials. Every piece will share 
an element of Heiltsuk culture. This includes 
the manufacturing, design, and supporting 
promotional material. Each and every piece 

needs to have a story. We want to celebrate 
our culture not only for our youth, but to 
help educate others about our unique and 
wonderful history.

This hands-on project incorporates the 
“whole” community (e.g. elders, youth, 
artists, etc.) in each aspect of the business. 
It is led by a core team, which drives and 
inspires the community to participate where 
possible. Youth are involved as a major focus. 
We utilize the local skill set that supports the 
project in every key step, while providing 
opportunities for training, passing on skills, 
and creating new jobs.

We strive to demonstrate leadership in 
our project through long-term investment 
and commitment to our vision. We believe it 
is an important example to our community, 
and especially our youth, to consistently 
recognize and communicate success as often 
as possible.

This project creates an opportunity for 
a sustainable business that enhances the 
social, cultural, and economic wealth of 
our community. 

To read more about Númas Native 
Toys visit < http://www.qqsprojects.
org/projects/numas_toys.html>
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As the weak winter sun clambered up 
through billowing clouds, Haida citizens 
settled in for two days of nation business on 
February 26th and 27th. 

Hereditary leaders, matriarchs, elders, 
and youth were among those who gathered 
with elected Council 
of the Haida Nation 
reps in the Old 
Massett Community 
Hall for the winter 
Seasonal Session. 

The Executive 
submitted a detailed 
report to the House, 
which kil tlaats 
‘gaa Peter Lantin, 
President of the Haida 
Nation elaborated on, 
specifically speaking 
to those files that 
are at the forefront 
of CHN’s agenda: 
herring; Title and 
Rights; reconciliation 
with Canada and 
BC; Enbridge; and 
LNG. Rounding 
out the report were 
discussions on the 
Simushir incident, the Tsilhqot’in–Haida 
Sharing Protocol, and a HaiCo update.

There are big changes on the horizon and 
everyone arrived with opinion and input for 
the reps and committee chairs. It was two 
days of tough questions and grinding details 
but the dialogue ultimately resulted in a 
reaffirmation of the CHN’s direction and the 
methods for getting there.

Money Speaks
On February 25th the Culture and Language 
Committee and Haida language authorities 
in both communities agreed to a plan that 
will distribute $300,000 of funding between 
various language initiatives. This funding 
will prioritize on-the-ground learners, with 
the aim of creating new, fluent speakers 

CHN REPORTING: THE WINTER SESSION
The Nation gathers and grinds out solutions

by investing in master-apprentice and 
immersion programming. 

Both G̱aaw and Hlg̱aagilda will receive 
direct contributions of $75,000 for master-
apprentice programs, $22,500 for translation 
and Title Case work, and $2,500 for language 

revitalization planning. Fifty thousand dollars 
is also available to both communities for 
community language initiatives by proposal.

Making Movies
The language efforts work hand-in-hand 
with the Haida Media Project, which is 
producing a full-length feature film in X̱aad/
X̱aayda Kil. A team of four scriptwriters is 
working to complete a 100-page draft script 
by mid-March.

After a review of the draft by Nunavut 
project partners at Isuma TV and the Haida 
Cultural Advisory Group, the writing team 
will work through April and submit a final 
draft by May 10th. At that time applications 
will be sent to various potential funders. The 

Council of the Haida Nation has committed 
$200,000 toward a $2M dollar budget. 

New CHN Building
Another big project is finishing its first phase 
by finalizing plans for construction of the new 

20,000-square-foot 
office building in 
G̱aaw. 

CHN’s Building 
Committee has 
agreed on a 
development plan 
for the 100’ x 200’ 
administration 
building. During the 
planning process 
the committee 
evaluated four sites 
for the building 
and has selected 
an oceanfront site 
by New Town. The 
site faces west, sits 
approximately 40‘ 
above sea level, 
and will have a 
view of the inlet; 
the building will 

maximize new technology to make it 
energy efficient.

Haida Title and the Negotiation 
Process
The Haida Nation has been talking with 
the federal government for years about the 
reconciliation of Haida title with Canada. 
But, since the 2014 Supreme Court decision, 
which recognized Tsilhqot’in title to over 
1700 square kilometers, the Nation has 
been talking with Canada about a new 
mandate, which the feds were to bring to the 
negotiation table. And, that’s why the last 
meeting with Canada was frustrating when 

CHN Reporting continued on page 6...

Númas Native Toys

Keep in Touch!
Hereditary leaders Thasi (l) and Gya Awhlans say ‘yes’ to signing up to the Council of the Haida Nation’s contact-database. 
The database will keep you up to date on the Nation’s activities by providing information to you in the way you want. 
Keep in Touch! is open to everyone interested in the activities of the nation. Go to < haidanation.ca > and sign up today!
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the Haida negotiating team realized Canada 
had arrived again without a mandate to 
discuss issues seriously.

The CHN maintains that recognition of 
Haida title is the foundation upon which 
reconciliation with Canada is founded and, 
with this in mind, the Haida negotiating team 
is scheduled to talk with Canada one last time 
prior to re-evaluating the nation’s options.

In 1913 BC’s Indian Commissioners 
met with the Haida Nation to discuss land-
use issues, but arrived without a mandate 
to resolve any of the issues that Haidas 
brought forward. (See: Indian Affairs 
1913, Haida Laas – Journal of the Haida 
Nation, September 2010. This journal is 
downloadable at < haidanation.ca >.)

Enbridge Northern Gateway Update
In another legal arena, with the addition 
of Coastal First Nations’ lawsuit this 
past January, Enbridge’s proposed 
Northern Gateway Pipeline is now 
facing 19 court cases. 

Opponents are challenging the proposed 
pipeline by coordinating various legal 
arguments across the spectrum of issues the 
project imposes. The number of cases brought 
against the project led the Federal Court to 
combine the legal proceedings, including the 
Haida case. This means that while the court 
will hear each party’s individual argument, 
the same judges will hear all the cases, and 
evidence will be shared between cases.

Part of the Haida Nation’s argument 
maintains that the Joint Review Panel process 
was fundamentally flawed, as it failed to 
recognize aboriginal rights enshrined in 
Canada’s constitution. This led the Crown 
to fail in its duty to consult with and 
accommodate the Haida Nation prior to 
approving the Enbridge Northern Gateway 
project. In addition to a substantial body of 
evidence, the Haida Nation submitted new 
evidence this January to support its argument. 

West Coast Environmental Law anticipates 
the Federal Court of Appeal will proceed with 
the combined case before the end of 2015.

Pulling Together
A portion of CHN’s legal fees for the 
Enbridge case have been fund-raised 

through the Pull Together campaign, an 
initiative of the Sierra Club and RAVEN 
Trust. The Haida Nation and six other 
nations each received a portion of the funds 
donated to the Pull Together campaign. 
When the campaign’s first phase closed on 
December 31, 3,300 donors had contributed 
$348,300, exceeding the campaign’s goal by 
$48,300. The Pull Together campaign is now 
beginning a second phase with a target of 
raising a further $250,000.

Sharing Protocol with Tsilhqot’in
The Haida Nation continues to advance 
close ties with outside organizations and 
other nations, not only through cooperative 
projects like the Pull Together campaign, but 
also by building official policy, protocols, 
and agreements. 

On January 16, following a declaration of 
title, the Tsilhqot’in National Government 
[TNG] signed a sharing protocol with CHN. 
The agreement specifies how TNG and 
CHN will share information, knowledge, 
experience, and respect one another’s 
privacy and confidentiality. To ratify the 
protocol, the CHN will visit Tsilhqot’in 
territory this summer and learn more 
about their governmental processes and 
information systems. 

CHN Reporting continued from page 5...

Keep in Touch!
Secretariat of the Haida Nation, Operations staff, (l-r) Leticia Hill, Kaisha Richardson and Kim Robinson give grief to 
photographer Graham Richard. The Council of the Haida Nation’s contact-database will keep you up to date on the 
nation’s activities. Keep in Touch! is open to everyone interested in the activities of the nation. 
Go to < haidanation.ca > and sign up today!

The Tsilhqot’in protocol is part of a 
growing initiative of nation-to-nation 
relationship building happening along the 
coast and inland. The signing of the Haida–
Heiltsuk Peace Treaty, last September, was 
also part of this initiative.

The treaty affirms a commitment by both 
parties to maintaining a respectful relationship 
and protecting the environment, and 
recognizes an oral treaty that was potlatched 
in Heiltsuk territory more than 100 years ago. 

To ratify the modern treaty, the Haida 
Nation hosted a ’waahlgaahl potlatch for 
the Heiltsuk delegation in G̱aaw this past 
September. In turn, Haida will travel to 
Waglisla [Bella Bella] to participate in 
a ’waahlgaahl on June 27th and 28th to 
ratify the treaty in Heiltsuk territory. It is 
expected to be a lively celebration and the 
Haida delegation will be bringing along the 
monumental cedar that was presented to the 
Heiltsuk during the ‘waahlgaahl in G̱aaw. 

Statistically speaking
During the week of the All-Native 
Basketball Tournament CHN posted 
photos, scores and information via 
Facebook. We reached over 60,000 
people and recieved over 250 page likes.
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BOILING WATERS
Unraveling the herring decision
The Haida Nation was granted a federal 
court-ordered injunction March 6, which 
effectively stopped the 2015 Haida 
Gwaii herring fishery from opening in 
Gwaii Haanas.

“It was a tense day last Friday [March 6] 
waiting for the court decision to come down,” 
said kil tlaats ‘gaa Peter Lantin, President 
of the Haida Nation. “It’s risky to put a 
question before the courts that requires them 
to understand a core issue so important to our 
nation, like the survival of herring. But when 
the decision came down in our favour, and 
once we’d read the decision, we realized that 
even the courts were saying that DFO wasn’t 
meeting the mark.”

The court gave four reasons for granting 
the injunction:

1. The stocks have not recovered  
 enough to support a   
 commercial opening.

2. The Department of Fisheries and  
 Oceans  failed to adequately   
 consult with and accommodate the  
 Haida Nation.

3. DFO failed to develop a herring  

 management framework with  
 strategies for rebuilding stocks in  
 Haida Gwaii.

4. The re-opening of the fishery in  
 the absence of an appropriate  
 management plan is contrary  
 to the honour of the Crown   
 and the spirit and intent of various  
 joint management agreements  
 negotiated between the Haida  
 Nation and Crown.

The rationale for Judge Michael Manson’s 
decision is described in a detailed 20-page 
document that highlights both parties’ 
arguments including DFO’s uncertain stock 
assessment and forecasting methodology. 

To have an injunction awarded, the 
applicant, in this case the Haida Nation, must 
meet three tests:

i)  There is a serious issue to be tried;
ii)  irreparable harm would result if an  

           injunction is not granted; and
iii)  the balance of convenience,   

 considering all the circumstances,  
 favours granting the order. 

There is a serious issue to be tried
The judge agreed that the concerns put to 
the court by the Haida Nation, supported 
by a mountain of evidence, did constitute a 
serious issue.

Irreparable harm
The notion of “irreparable harm” refers to 
harm to the Haida Nation for which it could 
not be compensated in monetary terms if 
the fishery were to go ahead. This test is 
decided by weighing the arguments put 
forth by the parties and the impact that a 
decision would have on those involved in 
the issue – in this case, the Haida Nation, 
DFO and herring fishers. 

The Haida Nation’s arguments included 
the Gwaii Haanas Agreement, which the 
court describes as an interim step toward 
reconciliation, and to which both the Haida 
Nation and Canada are signatories. The 
document recognizes both titles to the area 
and requires the parties to jointly manage 
the area “to a higher standard with a lower 
tolerance of risk”. 

Throughout his decision Judge Manson 
cited instances where the Crown was not 
living up to the spirit of government-to-
government agreements. 

He said that, “the reopening of the 
fishery, in the absence of an appropriate 
management plan for herring, is contrary 
to the honour of the Crown, and the spirit 
and intent of various joint management 
agreements and initiatives negotiated 
between the Haida Nation and the Crown.”

Also factoring into his decision was the 
Nation’s Title Case, which because of its 
“weight” requires the Crown to consult and 
accommodate the Nation at a higher level. 
As the proving of title wends its way through 
courts, and the Nation makes agreements 

FYI: Right-to-Access Cards identify 
you as being of Haida ancestry, and 
uphold your right to harvest aquatic 
species. They are distributed under the 
authority of the Council of the Haida 
Nation, not the Province of BC or the 
federal government.

The cards assist the CHN in collecting 
data for planning purposes – how many 
Haidas are harvesting, what is being 
harvested, etc. DFO also recognizes the 
card as valid identification.

Status Cards are distributed under the 
authority of Canada, and serve a similar 
purpose, granting you the right to 

Right-to Access Cards harvest under Canadian law. They also 
legally identify you as a Canadian ward 
under the Indian Act.

If DFO asks you for your right-to-
access identification you may show 
them either your Right-to-Access Card 
with the authority of the Haida Nation 
or your Status Card under the authority 
of Canada.

Your Right-to-Access card reads: 
This certifies that (name) is a recognized 
citizen of the Haida Nation and pursuant 
to the Constitution of the Haida Nation 
may engage in the harvest of aquatic 
species within the waters of the Haida 
Nation subject to the applicable 
regulations of the Haida Nation.

Boiling waters continued on page 8...



Haida Laas - Newsletter of the Council of the Haida Nation

8

with the Crown, the weight of the Title Case 
increases, as does the duty of the Crown to 
consult and accommodate. 

The Balance of Convenience
The “balance of convenience” is about 
weighing the potential damage a case may 
have on the parties involved – in this case, 
the Haida Nation, DFO, fishers, and the 
public interest. 

On the west coast of Vancouver Island, 
where the Ahousaht were looking to stop 
that herring opening, over 50 boats were 
lined up to fish. Here, there were only two 
licences wishing to fish, more than likely a 
result of the UFAWU letter. This significantly 
changed one major piece in the balance of 
convenience: In his ruling the judge said the 
two licences could fish the Prince Rupert 
opening; interestingly, Jim Pattison owns 
those two licences.

The judge felt that the “public interest” 
favoured the nation, pointing out in his 
remarks that “the Honour of the Crown 
in dealing appropriately with consultation 
and reconciliation with the Haida Nation is 
also very much in the public interest, given 

the special conservation and ecological 
agreements governing the Haida Gwaii area”, 
and though the court still believes the Minister 
has the last say in governing the fishery, that 
“deference does not trump the real and serious 
concerns raised in respect of the Haida Gwaii 
roe herring fishery this season”.

Between now and next year
The injunction granted this March is good 
only for the 2015 herring season. Given 
what is known today and what the Nation 
has experienced in the past, it is expected 
that DFO will give notice to open the 2016 
herring season in December of next year. 

To address the ongoing challenge of 
maintaining herring stocks, the Nation has 
been involved in a project (Ocean Tipping 
Points – oceantippingpoints.org) that will 

Boiling waters continued from page 7...

build a model, which will be used to help 
determine the abundance of Haida Gwaii 
herring and the reasons for the decline. 

The difference between this approach and 
DFOs is that the inputs will be aligned with 
the observations and knowledge that have 
been traditionally used to manage the fishery 
on Haida Gwaii, prior to DFO.

The model will combine Haida 
knowledge with a new scientific approach, 
which combines climate information, the 
requirements of other species, an analysis 
of the pressures on the ecosystem, and 
identifying the reasons that contributed to 
population collapses other than over-fishing. 
In total it will be a model that is getting close 
to what is held in the Nation’s collective 
traditional-knowledge base. 

This information will be used in the next 
round of court proceedings in 2016, if that is 
where the Nation ends up.

“The reopening of the fishery, in the absence of an appropriate management 
plan for herring, is contrary to the honour of the Crown, and the spirit and 
intent of various joint management agreements and initiatives negotiated 
between the Haida Nation and the Crown.”

and sign up today!
haidanation.com 

GET NATION
INFORMATION

JOIN TODAY
&

There are benefits when you keep in touch!

Sign-up online and receive the latest 
Haida Nation information  

in a way that works for you.
 

Anyone can sign up ... tell your friends.
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Masters
Generations of Haida basketball-skill 
rebounded in full force as Hydaburg’s 
Masters returned to face G̱aaw’s 
Watchmen at the All Native Basketball 
Tournament (ANBT). 

After a four-year hiatus, Hydaburg was 
received with great excitement as they re-
entered the weeklong competition in Prince 
Rupert this February. Returning alongside 
them were 2014’s reigning master-division 
champions, the Watchmen. The two Haida 
teams kicked the masters division into high 
gear when they encountered each other on 
the court.

As hard as the Watchmen played, 
Hydaburg defeated them in their first match, 
72 to 58, early in the two-game knockout 
tournament. Hydaburg All Star Matt Carle 
said that in order to keep control of their first 
game, their team had to maintain a quick 
tempo. “[Old] Massett usually wants to slow 
the pace down. They are really dangerous at 
those speeds,” Carle explained. “We never 
want to get out of control, but we made sure 
we were playing fast.”

After that first encounter, both teams 
cruised to the finals, setting firm leads against 
opponents until the two Haida teams met 
again on Saturday. 

“We actually thought it was going to come 
down to these two teams,” said Carle. “I was 
really impressed when we met the second 
time. To have to play that many games, that’s 
a lot for [Old Massett] to come back from. 
We got that initial lead, but as expected, they 
fought right back.”

G̱aaw All Star Abe Brown explained that 
in their second encounter, the Watchmen 
tried to play more closely man-to-man, 
but by the end of the first period they had 
fallen behind 30 to 5. The Watchmen came 
back throughout the second half, but not far 
enough to overtake Hydaburg, closing the 
game at 90 to 86.

A Downtown shuffle
by Graham Richard

Haida masters received numerous titles 
during the awards ceremonies and contributed 
Matt Carle, Anthony Lindoff, Abe Brown, 
and Trevor Russ to the All Stars team. Joe 
Young received the titles Mr Hustle, Best 
Defensive Player, and MVP; John Carle 

Grant Moody making it rain. 

received Sixth Man; and Abe Brown received 
High-Scorer and Most Inspirational Player.

Hydaburg also received the Most 
Sportsman-like Team award. John Carle 
emphasized that trust and sportsmanship are 
big contributors to Hydaburg’s performance 
on the court. “We go there to win the 
tournament,” he said. “In the meantime we’re 
representing our community, people, and 
family. So we always take sportsmanship 
seriously. It was nice to be recognized for it 
this time.”

G̱aaw, Haida Warriors, Intermediate
Representing G̱aaw in the intermediate 
category, the Haida Warriors played four 
games. Because the Warriors assemble 
from G̱aaw, Vancouver, Prince Rupert, and 
Terrace, they struggled to play cohesively. 
This resulted in a slow start, but with direction 
from their new coach, Cal Westbrook, 
they quickly learned to work with one 
another, leading them to two wins against 
Gitwinksihlkw and Waglisla.

Despite this initial success, the team 
members were eventually brought down by 
their lack of familiarity with one another, and 
they lost to Metlakatla and Port Simpson.

To prepare for the 2016 ANBT, All Star 
Damon Reece said he hopes the whole team 
can practice together in G̱aaw this summer, 
and concluded, “I wasn’t expecting to go out 
and win a championship. Sometimes you’ve 
got to be real. But I’m thinking about the next 
couple of years – our team has really good 
potential. It’s been a couple of years since the 
intermediates have made it to Friday – this is 
a really strong group.”

Hlg̱aagilda, Skidegate Saints, 
Intermediate
The Skidegate Intermediate Saints also fought 
hard through four games, keeping ahead of 
their competitors until the finals, when they 
were surprised to lose to Metlakatla, Alaska, 
79 to 74.

“We should have beat Metlakatla in the 
finals. Their team didn’t play with urgency,” 
2014 MVP Nathan Vogstad reasoned. “By the 
time we woke up it was too late. They took a 
good lead and the game was over.”

The Saints missed a lot of three-pointers 
and free throws throughout their final game. 
As Vogstad explained, while the new players 
are terrific shooters who practice hard, the 
added pressure of a noisy and intense crowd 
can “make those big moments in the game 

downtown shuffle continued on page 12...
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Tyler York in full out defense mode. Craig Gladstone enjoying the game. 

L-R: Stanley Swanson, John Carle, Evan Edgars, Sid Edenshaw and Abe Brown battling in the paint. 

Photos: Haida Laas/Graham Richard
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L-R: Michelle McLeod, Latisha Setso, Leanne Reece and Christina Edgars encouraging their teammates.

Zoey Collinson pumping up the crowd.

Desi Collinson having a chuckle with Ahousaht player Luke Robinson.

Joe Young (r) vies for a jump ball. 
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100 times more difficult. You have to be 
mentally tough.”

G̱aaw, G̱aauu X̱aadee, Women
G̱aauu X̱aadee, the Haida women’s basketball 
team, started the week early when they faced 
Waglisla first thing at 12:30 pm on Saturday. 
G̱aauu X̱aadee is the first women’s basketball 
team since the early 1990s to represent the 
Haida nation at the ANBT. This year they 
pushed through three games, matching last 
year’s performance.

“Next year we want to at least beat 
our record,” said shooting guard Vanessa 
Belcourt, “but I want to win. It’s unrealistic. 
But I want to stay in until the end.”

While the fledgling team played more 
cohesively this year, it suffered from the loss 
of three top scorers. A disappointed coach, 
Richard Smith, explained that he is ready to 
work hard with the six team-members who 
will be living in Vancouver this year. They 
are dedicated, ambitious, and plan to play a 
number of tournaments together to prepare 
them for the 2016 ANBT.

G̱aaw, Haida Raiders, Senior
For the first time in many years, G̱aaw’s 
Haida Raiders will need to go to Prince 
Rupert prior to next year’s tournament to 
qualify for the 2016 ANBT, after getting 
knocked out by losing two games in a row. 

Shooting guard Mike Russ explained 
that although the team played very hard, it 
suffered because the Raiders’ families are 
spread throughout the coast. By contrast, their 
first two opponents, Terrace and Kitimat, 
practice with their teams every day and play 
tournaments constantly.

Forward Gwaliga Hart pointed out that 
to come back, the Haida Raiders will need 
to work closely with their new coach, 
Cal Westbrook, to improve the team’s 
understanding of the structure of the game, 
physical fitness, basic technique, confidence, 
and mentality. 

“Now we know what we need to do to 
come together,” Gwaliga concluded. “We 
can pull ourselves together to qualify and do 
better at the next All Native.”

downtown shuffle continued from page 9. Hlg̱aagilda, Skidegate Saints, Senior
Hlg̱aagilda’s Senior Saints were undefeated 
throughout the week, facing tough 
competition from long-time rival Ahousat 
meeting them on Friday and Saturday. 

In their final encounter Ahousat sent 
Saints’ fans reeling as they pulled ahead by 
20 points in the first period. The Intermediate 
Saints had just lost the championship, 
explained forward Gwiisihlgaa Daniel 
McNeill, and going into the game the Senior 
Saints were struggling to maintain focus. 

“We’re so in tune with the intermediate 
team,” Gwiisihlgaa said, “and when they 
lost we were so disappointed that we 
couldn’t focus.”

Despite falling behind, the Saints stayed 
calm and kept working to hit their stride. 
Coach Dave Wahl called a time-out toward 
the end of the first quarter, assuring the team 
that their run would come. 

“I think [Wah gwii hla gaay] Duane 
[Alsop] was the catalyst to getting that run, 
swinging the momentum in our favour,” 
said Gwiisihlga. “By hitting a few threes in 
a row he gave a confidence boost to the rest 
of the team.” 

By the end of the third period the Saints 
had caught up and started to take the lead. 
They pulled ahead as the game drew to a 
close with a final score of 87 to 76.

The Saints received five honours: 
Xyaalaga Daagwiiya Desi Collinson and 
Gaagwiis Jason Alsop were named All Stars; 
Tyler York was named Mr Hustle; Cole 
Edinger, the Sixth Man; and Darcy Pearson, 
Most Valuable Player.

After the week drew to a close, many 
Haida players noted how the ANBT is about 
more than just winning championships and 
really shows the interconnectedness of the 
entire coastal community. 

“This year I went to renew some 
friendships and see some people I hadn’t seen 
in a long time,” Hydaburg player Matt Carle 
explained. “I wanted to appreciate everything 
that the tourney has meant to me personally. 
I took it for granted during younger years. If 
you’re too focused on trying to beat the team 
in front of you, you lose sight of how special 
the tournament really is.”

This July, the Nights Alive Youth crew 
will embark through BC on the One Heart 
Peer Outreach Tour. The NA Youth crew 
have been participating in Harms reduction 
and peer outreach training for the past 
year. They have held over 115 events and 
activities for youth in our community in the 
last 18 months.

They will now be travelling throughout 
BC to share their success with other nations 
and youth. In the next six months they will 
be fundraising for this exciting learning and 
sharing experience. 

Our Nights Alive Peer Outreach team: 
Donovan Hunter, Isaiah Washington, Jordan 
Stewart, Danielle Stewart, Kendra Williams, 
Heather Stewart, Stefanie Jones, Taylor 
Lantin, Shawn Smith, Adam Stewart, Elijah 
Washington and Samantha Derrick.

One Heart Peer Outreach Tour

<Old Massett Youth Program, 
Haida Gwaii> 
<Council of the Haida Nation> 
or follow CHN on Twitter @
CHN_haidanation

Courtesy of Nights Alive
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One Heart Peer Outreach Tour

This February a longtime sport-contributor 
and Haida basketball champion was inducted 
into the All Native Basketball Tournament’s 
Hall of Fame. Over the three decades since 
his first All Native Tournament in 1984, Sid 
Edenshaw has played with approximately 
20 championship teams, adding another 
this year as the Hydaburg Masters team 
played through to a win. He holds a record 
seven Most Valuable Player awards in three 
different divisions, receiving MVP as an 
intermediate in 1984, as a senior in ’85, ’88, 
’89, ’94, and ’98, and as a master in 2005.

Since playing with the Massett 
Intermediates in 1984 at the age of 20, 
Mr Edenshaw attended every All Native 

Legendary legacy
until 2011. This year he returned with the 
Hydaburg team after a four-year break.

“I was definitely fired-up to come back,” 
Mr Edenshaw said, as he described his time 
away and return to play. “The first year 
away was the toughest. I thought about 
the tournament every day, and I would get 
frustrated. I tried not to think about it [but] it 
was very hard not being there.”

Mr Edenshaw was 2015’s only Hall of 
Fame inductee. He stood alone in a ceremony 
held on February 13th as the crowd stood to 
honour his legacy as one of the tournament’s 
most committed players. 

“To have your name beside all the old [All 
Native Hall of Fame] names is a good thing,” 

L-R: James Carle, Sid Edenshaw, Charles Peele, Clint Cook, Matt Carle, Anthony Lindoff, John Carle and Joe Young.

said Mr Edenshaw. “Names like Gerald Amos 
and Wayne Haldane – I always heard about 
players like that. It’s good to remember those 
who came before you.”

Mr Edenshaw’s legacy will continue to 
grow, and he is already gearing up to enter his 
32nd Gold Medal Championship in Juneau, 
Alaska, which begins on Sunday, March 15. 

As he has shown, his game is still strong. 
“I never officially retired,” Mr Edenshaw 
clarified. “You never know when its gonna 
happen, but we went and won the All Native 
[this year], and I was able to still compete.”

Mr Edenshaw would like to recognize his ties to G̱aaw, as he is a 
member of the Sgajuuga-ahl clan and his mother’s uncle was Wiah.

Photo: Colin Richardson
Photo: Colin Richardson
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Handshakes and hugs were plentiful as the 
newly appointed members of the Gwaii 
Haanas Advisory Committee (GHAC) 
trickled into the Heritage Centre at Kay 
Llnagaay on a warm, wet January morning. 
The smell of coffee and muffins intermingled 
with greetings and conversation. The gina 
guu aahljuu naay Performance House was 
set with long tables holding name tags 
and binders filled with documents that the 
committee members would need for their 

Sound Advice
L-R: Captain Gold; Michael McGuire; Scott Wallace; Heron Weir; Lindsey Doerksen; Keith Moore; Paul Pearson; Niisii 
Guujaaw; Preston Sloan; Lynn Lee; Léandre Vigneault; Jim McIsaac and Mimi Lam.

year of work ahead. Their task is to provide 
advice to the members of the Archipelago 
Management Board (AMB) who are 
developing a new plan for the Gwaii Haanas 
area. The plan will cover everything from the 
seafloor to the mountain tops.

GwaaG̱anad Diane Brown opened the day 
with a prayer to the Creator and id kunçasda 
ga ýaaynang.ngas those living before us, 
asking them to bless the meeting and the 
work of the committee. To familiarize the 

group with the history of Gwaii Haanas, 
GwaaG̱anad recounted the story of Athlii 
Gwaay Lyell Island. Her elegant rendition 
included stories of spiritual occurrences, 
buried crystals and ravens accompanying the 
women at Athlii Gwaay to the creek to wash. 

Following the opening, Council of the 
Haida Nation marine planner, Catherine Rigg, 
updated the committee on marine planning 
processes underway around Haida Gwaii, 
and Gwaii Haanas staff member Gwiisihlgaa 
Dan McNeill provided an overview of the 
development of the cooperatively managed 
Haida Heritage Site and Park Reserve as 
well as the ecological, spiritual and economic 
significance of the area. Later on that 
afternoon, the committee members met with 
the AMB to discuss their role in helping to 
develop the new management plan and had 
questions answered by the AMB. 

The GHAC is made up of 14 members, 
who were selected through an application 
process. Together, this group of locals and 
off-Islanders have a substantial amount 
of knowledge that comes from working, 
studying and living with tang.gwanaay the 
ocean as well as the terrestrial environment. 
Marine biologists, commercial fishers 
and fishing organization representatives, 
Haida elders, Gwaii Haanas tour operators, 
environmental organization representatives, 
fisheries researchers and two youth members 
make up the team. The advisory committee 
is supported by the “Marine Team”, which 
is made up of CHN, Parks Canada, and 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
technical staff.  

The Gwaii Haanas Advisory Committee 
is only one part of the public engagement 
and consultation efforts the AMB will 
undertake as the integrated management 
plan is developed this year. Stay tuned to the 
CHN and Gwaii Haanas websites for further 
opportunities to get involved! 

< haidanation.ca >

< http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/pn-np/bc/
gwaiihaanas/index.aspx >  or search 
<Gwaii Haanas>

Gwaii Haanas is cooperatively managed by the Haida Nation and the Gov-
ernment of Canada (Parks Canada and Fisheries and Oceans Canada) 
through the Archipelago Management Board (AMB). Gwaii Haanas is the 
first protected area in Canada to be managed from mountain top to seafloor. 
Currently, the AMB is guided by the Interim Management Plan for Gwaii 
Haanas Marine, which was developed in 2010, as well as the management 
plan for the terrestrial area, developed in 2003. The AMB is now tasked 
with the creation of an integrated plan for the Gwaii Haanas area, both 
marine and terrestrial. Set to be completed at the end of 2015, the Gwaii 
Haanas Integrated Management Plan will replace the earlier plans and 
provide the AMB with a single vision for guiding their management work. 

Photo: Sabine Jessen
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Though there were many surprising 
“finds” when studying the box, of 
particular interest was the difficulty the 
duo encountered when painting their box. 
Matching the blue-colour to that of the 
original design was a difficult task, said 
Jaalen Edenshaw – colour matching is a 
challenge at the best of times with changing 
light conditions and each artist’s perception 
of colour. But after much trial and error, they 
ended up going to the original source, using 
ore found in a small deposit on the north 
coast of Haida Gwaii.

The ore was ground to a fine powder, 
mixed with an acrylic binder, and then 
applied with a brush. The resulting blue 
pigment sits on and soaks into the cedar 
as the grain changes across the box and 

Five years of effort came to fruition 
Saturday, March 7 with the presentation of 
Gwaai and Jaalen Edenshaw’s replica of a 
Haida artistic masterpiece known as “The 
Great Box”. 

With the aim of learning as much as 
possible about the original artist’s style and 
his use of formline, the two carvers worked 
together to copy the 150+ year-old cedar-
wood bent box as closely as possible. The 
original artist had a unique understanding 
of formline said Gwaai Edenshaw, and 
when using it to fill the available design 
space did it in a subtle and unique way. 
That distinctive style, which breaks from 
the norm, will be the main indicator as the 
brothers search for other works by the artist, 
he explained.

A Great Box 
A Master’s voice resonates in a re-creation

pulls the red oxide and soot-black paint 
of the design into a harmonious whole, 
clearly defining the complex figures. As the 
angle of light illuminating the box changes 
throughout the day, so does the hue of the 
colour. Thus, as the day passes, the colour 
can appear to change from dark green to 
aqua to bright blue. 

Both the replica and original box measure 
63.5 x 109.2 x 64.75 centimetres. The boxes 
are carved and painted front and back, with 
painted-only figures on the ends. 

The original box is housed in the Pitt 
Rivers Museum in England. The replica 
will be on display at the Haida Gwaii 
Museum over the next month and placed in 
the Haida Gwaii Museum’s collection after 
a short visit to Vancouver.

Photo: Haida Laas/G
raham

 Richard
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In spite of the Council of the Haida 
Nation’s persistent and vocal opposition, 
on December 16, 2014 the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) announced it 
intended to re-open Haida marine territory for 
linang/’iinang herring fishing this March.  

In an open letter to commercial linang 
roe fishers, President of the Haida Nation 
kil tlaats ’gaa Peter Lantin described the 
nation’s concern about the very slow 
rebuilding of linang stocks around Haida 
Gwaii. While data suggests that spawn levels 
have generally been higher over the last three 
years, scientists also observed a decrease in 
spawning linang from 2013 to 2014. CHN is 
resolute that these stocks need time to rebuild. 
“Our oral histories and traditional knowledge 
studies tell us that herring were once 
incredibly abundant in all of the bays and 
inlets of Haida Gwaii” says kil tlaats ’gaa. 
“We need to act now to bring herring back to 
these historical levels of abundance.” 

As a result of these concerns, and to 
conserve stocks, the Haida Nation has closed 
Haida Gwaii’s major stock assessment area 
to commercial fishing this year – a region 
covering G̱awg̱ajaang Louscoone Inlet to 
Hlḵinul Ḵaahlii Cumshewa Inlet. In concert 
with this action CHN filed an application for 

a judicial review of the minister’s decision 
on January 16th, and an interim injunction 
to stop the fishery from opening until Haida 
conservation concerns have been addressed. 

This is not the first time that the Haida 
Nation has questioned DFOs management 
decisions. The modern fishery for linang 
roe has been active since the early 1970s, 
following on the tail end of the coast-wide 
linang reduction fishery. The reduction 
fishery, which takes the herring and renders 
it to fishmeal or oil, ended in 1967, when 
decades of overfishing had massively 
depleted what had once been an abundance 
of linang. The roe fishery continued and put 
more pressure on remaining stocks, resulting 
in the collapse of linang populations in Haida 
Gwaii during the 1980s. 

To prevent further collapses, in 1998 
Haida boats hit the water for “Operation 
Herring Storm” to object to the re-opening of 
the fishery by DFO. Those efforts helped to 
conserve 1,800 tonnes of linang that DFO had 
targeted for the fishery. 

The roe fishery then closed for three years 
following the action, only to be re-opened 

by the minister in 
2002.  Objecting to 
the opening, X̱aayda 
headed out again to 
the fishing grounds 
aboard the 54-foot 
seiner Haida Raider.

“There were a lot 
of herring seiners once 
[DFO] announced 
the opening,” says 
Yaahldaajii Gary Russ, 
who at the time was 
the chair of the Haida 
Fisheries Committee. 
“We got to the place 
where they were 

fishing and got on our radio phone and told 
them that we did not want them fishing and 
that the stocks were inadequate.” 

Since then, persistently low stock levels 
kept the commercial roe fishery closed 
until 2013. Then last winter DFO Minister 
Gail Shea approved an Integrated Fisheries 
Management Plan that would have allowed 
the commercial fleets to fish in Haida 
territorial waters. On February 12th of last 
year the Haida Nation filed an application 
for an injunction to postpone the opening of 
the fishery; however, the government never 
formally responded to the application. The 
Haida Nation then pursued negotiations 
with the Herring Industry Advisory Board 
(HIAB), who agreed to not fish that year in 
Haida waters. 

UNCERTAIN FORECAST
Over the past several years, CHN has taken 
issue with DFO’s forecasting models for 
linang. Since 2012 DFO has been using a new 
model for estimating populations, which the 
Haida Nation also considers problematic from 
a conservation perspective. 

For every area assessed, a ‘cut-off level’ 
describes the amount of linang that must be 
in the area in order for fishing to happen. 
Before 2011, the Haida Gwaii ‘cut-off level’ 
was 10,700 metric tonnes of linang, but under 
the new model the cut-off level has steadily 
dropped from 8,892 tonnes (2013), to 8,741 
tonnes (2014) and 8,491 tonnes (2015). If 
DFO had used the old cut-off level of 10,700 
metric tonnes in its calculations, the stock in 
the major assessment area would have been 
below the cut-off level and remained closed 
for 2015. 

Over the past several decades the 
CHN has asserted that the linang fishery 
warrants a higher level of precaution in the 
management of the fishery considering the 
species’ contribution to the health of the 
marine ecosystem, and the high cultural and 
economic value of linang to coastal Nations. 

 

Rebuilding stocks: 101
by Molly Clarkson
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both one another and their miniscule prey in 
even the worst sea conditions.

Linang feed primarily on plankton, 
which they capture by filtering seawater 
with their gill-rakers and snapping them up 
in their mouths. But, when there are high 
concentrations of copepods, another plankton-
like animal, linang catch this skittish quarry 
with relentless efficiency by ‘ram feeding’. 
The fish form into ranks, spaced roughly to 
match how far a copepod can jump. This way, 
when a copepod jumps to escape from one 
linang, it will land directly in front of the jaws 
of another.

These concentrated balls of shimmering 
fish represent only a tiny fraction of the linang 
that survive, although herring have a very high 
mortality rate. As an ocean staple that feeds 
many larger species, it is estimated that only 
one in 10,000 linang survives to juvenile age. 
For this reason a single female, maturing at 
three years of age, may lay 20,000 eggs each 
time she spawns and an entire swirling school 
can lay up to 6 million eggs per square metre. 
They leave behind what in Xaayda is known 
as k’aaw – thick mats of rich, cream-coloured 
eggs that attach to anything, including kelp. 

K’aaw accounts for a large, important 
portion of the Haida diet and is collected and 

G̱aaw X̱aad Kil: ‘iinang
Hlg̱aagilda X̱aayda Kil: linang
Alaskan X̱aadas Kil: íinaang 
English: Pacific herring
Latin: Clupea pallasii
Glimmering phantoms rise, boiling the 
surface of the turbid sea. The linang 
herring are scrambling toward the light in 
order to evade a family of sḵul Harbour 
porpoise, which herd them; the porpoises 
are looking to snatch up the oily fish. As 
thousands of fish rush to elude these deft 
opponents, they tumble back over one 
another like a silver waterfall and yet not 
one collides with another.

To perform this acrobatic feat linang 
depend on a set of keen senses. They use a 
group of nerves called the lateral line to sense 
slight changes in water pressure. This ‘sixth 
sense’ detects even tiny variations in the 
direction of neighbouring fish, accounting for 
linang’s dexterity. Sharp sight may also help 
the fish space themselves within a school. 
Exceptionally sensitive eyes, supported by 
an unusual retinal design, allow linang to see 

Herring: A glimmering phantom surfacing
By Graham Richard preserved in a variety of ways. When linang 

were more abundant the fish, themselves, 
could be caught using k’iiga, which are light, 
oval-shaped cedar rakes. Fishers would row 
from school to school, as explained by the 
late Iljuuwass Reynold Russ and recorded 
in the 2011 Haida Marine Traditional 
Knowledge report:

“The person with the rake would be on 
the bow,” Iljuuwass said, “and they’d be 
dipping the rake, and the rake would fill right 
up with linang and they’d just dump it on the 
stern. That’s the way they got the linang. And 
it used to be lots of fun. I used to row and 
grandfather would rake in the linang. And 
he’d do that every night or right after, if the 
tide was right and the linang come up.” 

Linang lay their eggs near the shoreline; 
these eggs also often settle on Yaahl 
sk’iiwee or X̱uuya sk’yuugaa Raven’s 
moustache, a variety of brown algae known 
in English as Witch’s hair and in Latin as 
Desmarestia aculeate. The name refers to 
a time when the herring-people laid their 
eggs on Raven’s moustache. When he 
threw the moustache away it continued to 
grow in the sea and the linang have been 
laying their eggs on it ever since.

Photo: Jacob Botter
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Five members of two nations have signed a 
document entitled “Declaration of support 
exclusive [sic] opportunity with Eagle 
Spirit Energy”. 

Some sources assert the signing 
demonstrates unanimous aboriginal support 
for Eagle Spirit Energy’s proposed tar-sands 
oil pipeline, but a consultant for the signers 
clarified that while it “represents [the signers] 
willingness to complete due diligence, none 
have signed approval for the project”. When 
asked whether he approved of the project, 
signer Archie Patrick further explained: “Far 
from it. If they don’t prove it’s absolutely safe 
we won’t support it.”

Eagle Spirit Energy Holdings [ESEH] 
president, Calvin Helin, proposes to build a 
pipeline to bring oil from Alberta’s tar sands 
to a proposed export terminal at Grassy Point 
in Lax Kw’alaams. From there it would be 
shipped in tankers through Haida territory. 
While the proposal contradicts the will of Lax 
Kw’alaams hereditary and political leaders 
as well as a Haida Nation resolution banning 
tanker traffic in its territory, ESEH proceeded 
with the signing of the declaration in Calgary 
on February 11th. 

The signers include:

     • Dalkelh hereditary chief Dan  
 George of Burns Lake Indian Band

      • Dalkelh business person Wes Sam  
 of Burns Lake Indian Band

     • Dalkelh hereditary chief Archie  
 Patrick of Stellat’en

• Gitxsan hereditary chief Larry  
 Marsden on behalf of Gitsegukla

• Gitxsan hereditary chief Art   
 Mathews on behalf of Gitwangak

Letters opposing the proposal have been 
made public by many groups, including 
Coastal First Nations and the Yinka Dene 
Alliance, which together represent 12 nations.

In addition, 78 nations have signed the 
Save the Fraser Declaration, affirming they 
“will not allow the proposed Enbridge 
Northern Gateway Pipelines or similar Tar 
Sands projects, to cross our lands, territories 
and watersheds, or the ocean migration routes 
of Fraser River salmon.”

Finally, the Gitanyow hereditary chiefs, 
Nak’azdli Band Council, and the Council of 
the Haida Nation have written directly to Mr 
Helin rejecting the proposal.

To date ESEH has not officially mapped 
out the pipeline route or finalized a port 
location – nor does it have a price tag for its 
proposal. Because ESEH does not know how 

A lotta talk 
Signatures do not a pipeline build

by Graham Richard

L-R: President of the Haida Nation kil tlaast 'gaa Peter Lantin, Freda Huson, Toghestiy, Liam, Cody Merrimen 
and Molly Wickham.

Unist’ot’en visitors to Haida Gwaii!

A Unistot’en delegation visited Haida 
Gwaii this February, conducting 
workshops in G̱aauu and Hlg̱aagilda 
to explain how they are constructing 
homes for their families on their 
ancestral territories.

Living closely with their land has 
strengthened their opposition to pipeline 
projects that would bring oil through 
their nation’s territory.

much the project could cost, it has not yet 
arranged financing from the Aquilini group, 
its primary funders. David Negrin, president 
of Aquilini Development and Construction 
Inc, aims to access Chinese funding and 
expertise to assist with the project.

Links:

<www.haidanation.ca/Eagle Spirit.pdf >

<www.haidanation.ca/Declaration.jpg>

<www.haidanation.ca/Haida Nation.pdf>

<www.haidanation.ca/Nakazdli Band.pdf>

<www.haidanation.ca/Yinke Dene.pdf >
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ASSEMBLY
Haida Gwaii

2015
YOUth

May 7- 10
Gaaw Community Hall

#youthassemble
For more info contact Harmony <harmony.williams@haidahealth.ca>
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The ceremony continued the following 
morning, when representatives of the 
Anglican Church, Canadian government and 
First Nations leadership spoke to the crowd 
gathered in front of St Michael’s. Prayers 
were offered and participants were invited 
to express their anger and pain by throwing 
rocks at the building before the excavator 
moved in. 

Although he still considers himself on a 
path to healing, Nunthclioff is glad that he 
attended the ceremony. “Seeing it torn down 
brought me a little bit of relief,” he said. “I 
feel like now that it’s done I’ll be able to get 
peace. I can carry on with my life.”

The building is to be demolished by the 
end of this year, at which point a final healing 
ceremony will be held and a monument 
erected on the former school-site. 

Hundreds of St Michael’s Indian Residential 
School survivors, family members, and 
supporters looked on as an excavator 
dismantled the front entrance of the old 
red-brick building that has stood in Alert Bay 
for the last forty years. 

Situated on ‘Yalis Cormorant Island in 
Namgis territory, St Michael’s opened in 
1929 as a co-ed school, built to house 200 
students. Until 1974, when the school finally 
shut its doors, thousands of First Nations 
children – including generations of Haida 
children – were taken from communities up 
and down the coast and placed in the school 
at Alert Bay. 

Nunthclioff Russell Davis from Old 
Massett went to St Michael’s when he was 
five years old, and stayed for seven years, 
returning only once to Haida Gwaii in that 

L’tustolagalis: Rising up, together 

Nunthclioff Russell Davis (center) and his niece Sandlanee Gid Raven Ann Potschka perform a private ceremony to bring Russel Davis’ aunt home. Mr Davis’ aunt died while attending St 
Michael’s. They are supported by Ian Caplette. Photo credit: Amanda Leona Laliberte.

time. He continues to be haunted by his 
experiences at the school, which he describes 
as “terrible”. Mr Davis said that when he read 
about the demolition event on the Internet “it 
clicked right away, I’ve [got to] get there.”

L’tustolagalis, which means ‘rising up, 
together’ in the ‘Namgis language, began 
the evening of February 17 with dancing in 
the ‘Namgis Big House. Kwakwaka’wakw 
children in full regalia opened the ceremony, 
dancing with great skill. “It was so beautiful 
to witness,” says Sandlanee Gid Raven Ann 
Potschka, who travelled to the ceremony 
with her uncle. “It was such a powerful 
juxtaposition between the painful memories 
of survivors who were taken away and this 
new generation of children who are fully in 
their culture.” Then, survivors were invited to 
walk through an arbour covered in ts’uu red 
cedar branches to cleanse themselves of their 
school experience.

By Molly Clarkson

February 18, 2015: Demolition of St Michael’s brings relief to residential school survivors

Photo: Am
anda Leona Laliberte


