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Newsletter of the Haida Nation SEPTEMBER 2011

Hiit’aGan.iina Kuuyas Naay opens 
in Skidegate.

YOUTH GREET YOUTH – members of the Skidegate Youth Council arrive by the canoe, T’aa, to open the Skidegate youth centre. The pad-
dlers were greeted on the beach by aspiring leaders and Skidegate’s Chief Councillor, Robert Mills. From the front, and left to right: Bryanna 
Williams, Chief Councillor, Robert Mills; Kostan Pelton; Saul Williams; Youth Council President, Desi Collinson; Carver Jones; Niisii Guujaaw 
(in back); Aaron Hans; Kris Olsen (in back); Joel Richardson; Duane Alsop; Brandon Gibbard; Jason Alsop; Doreeal Piercey and Staas 
Guujaaw (in the stern of the canoe).
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Produced as a teaching tool for students 
and community researchers, Everything 
was Carved is a short film that gives 
viewers a very interesting and intimate 
look inside the Pitt Rivers Museum.

Through interviews with staff and visit-
ing Haidas, the streaming web-video 
reveals the philosophy that drives the 
institution and the push-and-pull of two 

A raven poised is the opening scene of Everything was Carved, a 50-minute short  
film which gives people a glimpse into the thought and work it takes to build a  
cross-cultural relationship. 

Everything was Carved: the video

Are you interested in politics, culture and people? 
Then this job is for you.

For more information, please call 250.559.8755, or to apply, send a résumé and a
sample of your writing (one story or multiple stories totalling 1000 words) to: 
editor@haidanation.net. Applications must be in by October 30, 2011.

Haida Laas is looking for a Community Correspondent to write about the activities 
of the Council of the Haida Nation in and around Skidegate.
   The writer, in collaboration with the editor of Haida Laas, will develop a 
storyboard and produce approximately 1000 words a month. Stories will cover 
CHN activities, and cultural and social events. 
   This position is ideal for a self-motivated person who has an interest in writing and
photography, and basic computer skills. The wage for this work is 
$500 a month.
 
 

Canada to Appeal 
Fish Ruling
Canada has applied to the Supreme 
Court of Canada to appeal the deci-
sion of the BC Court of Appeal which 
affirmed the constitutionally-protected 
aboriginal rights of five Nuu-chah-nulth 
nations to fish and sell fish into the com-
mercial marketplace.

Ahousaht and Others v. Canada was the 
first major court decision in Canada to 
establish aboriginal rights to fish and 
sell a wide range of species available in 
the Nuu-chah-nulth Nations’ traditional 
territories. It represents a significant win 
not only for the Nuu-chah-nulth nations 
but for all BC First Nations who have 
maintained their economies through the 
trade and sale of fish.     

To appeal the decision, Canada must 
first get permission from the Supreme 
Court of Canada. The Nuu-chah-nulth 
nations will oppose that application, but 
if the Supreme Court decides to hear 
Canada’s appeal, First Nations and ab-
original organizations throughout BC 
and Canada will be paying close atten-
tion to the proceedings. •

cultures – Haida and European – strug-
gling to build an ongoing relationship. 
At the heart of the film is a “dance” 
around the sensitivity of dealing with 
treasures collected by one culture but 
owned by another.

The film is available at: http://www.prm.
ox.ac.uk/haida.html. •

HAIDA 
HOUSE of

ASSEMBLY
October 11-14 • 10 - 4:30

Community Hall, Skidegate

• CHN Executive Report

• CHN Committee Reports

• Taan Forest

• HaiCo

• Secretariat of the Haida Nation

• Gwaii Trust

• Legal

– Lunch provided, please bring a bowl and cutlery. – 

CONTRIBUTIONS

TO THE ETHNOLOGY OF

THE HAIDA

JOHN R. SWANTON

Containing information found nowhere else, Swanton’s 
contribution is a resource that informs and provokes de-
bate about Haida culture. Originally published in 1905, 
the Council of the Haida Nation reprinted the text in 
2004 with a new introduction and acknowledgement of 
Haida contributors and translators in the first edition. 

This 300-page clothbound book is a fine gift that will 
endure many years of study. The proceeds from sales 
support the work of the Council of the Haida Nation and 
the books are available at Haida Laas, Skidegate 
and other fine offices of the CHN – $10000.
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EXECUTIVE REPORT
The Executive report covered reconcili-
ation and recognition of title; regional 
and national relationships; the Council 
of the Haida Nation and the Secretariat 
of the Haida Nation’s organizational re-
structuring; and a thorough list of meet-
ings attended and travel undertaken.

One of many executive functions is 
to pay attention to detail and to build 
Haida governance using the Constitu-
tion of the Haida Nation and the reso-
lutions of the House of Assembly. The 
Summer Session report knits together 
the activities and projects that the CHN 
is working on and shows the extent and 
detail of work being done to achieve the 
Nation’s goals. 

The Executive ensures that the Nation’s 
goals and objectives are embedded in, 
and driving forward, the projects and 
processes of the Nation. For exam-
ple, HaiCo’s economic initiatives are 
meshed with the capacity building and 
governance goals of the Nation, and the 
goal of self-sufficiency is built into the 
Clean Energy Plan that is being worked 
on with the National Research Council.

HAICO REPORT
HaiCo recently added West Coast Re-
sorts to its business portfolio, which 
also includes Taan Forest, Taan Wood 
and the Tlell River House. 

The West Coast Resorts group includes 
six properties – the Sandspit Inn and five 
fishing lodges. Two lodges are located 
in the waters of Haida Gwaii – one at 
Englefield Bay, the other at Hippa Island. 
Two others are moored on the North Cen-
tral Coast – one at Whale Channel near 
Hartley Bay and the other at Milbanke 
Sound near Klemtu. And, on the west 

coast of Vancouver Island there is a 
lodge at Walters Cove near Kyuquot. 

The West Coast Resorts acquisition 
gives the recently purchased Tlell 
River House access to marketing and 
sales expertise. With WCR and TRH 
now under the umbrella of HaiCo, 
general and administrative functions 

Reporting from the Haida Nation’s 
Summer Session

Prince Rupert
Hippa Island

Whale Channel

Milbanke Sound

Walters Cove

Engle�eld Bay
Sandspit

Vancouver

HaiCo’s West Coast Resorts properties are in six locations on the coast.

Marine Advisory Committee members photographed at Kay Llnagaay, Skidegate. 
L-R, back row: Doug Daugert - Port Clements, recreational fishing; Sgaann 7iw7waans, 
Allan Wilson - Old Massett, Hereditary Leader; Dr. Tony Pitcher - Vancouver, marine 
science; Mike McGuire - Vancouver, marine transportation; Bill White - Prince Rupert, 
fish processing. L-R, front row: Barb Rowsell - Daajing.giids, Queen Charlotte, tourism 
operator; Lynn Lee - Tlell, marine science; Mitch Vermeer - Daajing.giids, Queen Charlotte, 
commercial fishing; Sabine Jessen - Vancouver, environmental non-hovernmental organi-
zation; Jim McIsaac - Sidney, commercial fishing; LaVerne Davies - Lawn Hill, community 
member. Missing from the photo are: Judson Brown - Skidegate, marine tourism man-
agement, marine science; Lindsey Doerksen - Daajing.giids, Queen Charlotte, commercial 
fishing; John McCulloch - Vancouver, marine transportation; Leandre Vigneault - Tlell, 
tourism operator and marine science.

Thinking about, 
and caring for, 
the ocean
The first meeting of the Marine Advi-
sory Committee, which was formed 
to support the development of a Haida 
Gwaii marine-use plan, was held this 
month in Skidegate. The plan is be-
ing created to protect the ocean around 
Haida Gwaii and provide guidance to 
sustainable human-uses. 

In addition to the Haida Gwaii Marine- 
Use Plan, there are a number of other 
planning activities already underway 
including the Gwaii Haanas National 
Marine Conservation Area Reserve and 
Haida Heritage Site; SGaan Kingh-
las Bowie Seamount Marine Protected 
Area; Pacific North Coast Integrated 
Management Area, and Protected Areas 
created under the Haida Gwaii Strategic 
Land Use Agreement.

These initiatives involve the Haida Na-
tion as well as federal (Parks Canada 
and Fisheries and Oceans Canada) 
and provincial agencies and organiza-
tions, and the parties have agreed that 
a coordinated approach to Haida Gwaii 
marine-use planning would be beneficial 
to all. Russ Jones, from Haida Fisher-
ies, said, “The group is confident that 
a coordinated approach has significant 
benefits, including better understanding 
of the range of marine planning initia-
tives in Haida Gwaii, opportunities to 
share expertise, effective use of interest 
groups resources, and enhanced oppor-
tunities for relationship-building within 
and between agencies, organizations and 
the public.”

The new committee is comprised of 15 
members with a range of backgrounds 
that include local and non-local exper-
tise. The members bring knowledge 
gained from living on-Island, working in 
an ocean-based industry and/or involve-
ment in a marine-related organization. 
Members were selected for their expe-
rience and knowledge in areas such as 

commercial and recreational fishing, conservation, marine tourism, marine sciences, 
economic development, marine transportation, and Haida culture.

This Haida Gwaii marine-use planning process will use the input from the Haida 
Gwaii Marine Advisory Committee, and other forms of consulting, to help develop 
the overall Haida Gwaii Marine-Use Plan, building on the work completed, to date, 
by the Haida Marine Work Group of the Council of the Haida Nation and that of 
other parties.

For more information, please contact: Russ Jones, CHN Skidegate   
250.559.8945 or russ.jones@haidanation.net 

Towards a Marine Use Plan is available at      
http://www.haidanation.ca/Pages/Splash/Documents/Towards_a_MUP.pdf 

and the report on the Haida Gwaii Oceans Forum is available at     
http://www.haidanation.ca/Pages/Splash/Documents/Gaaysiigang_72.pdf

Summer Session report cont’d next page

can be more efficient. It also gives HaiCo 
a broad range of products, which it can 
now cross-market to a guest list that is 
part of the WCR acquisition.

Once the doors are open, the Tlell River 
House anticipates a full house. To meet 

Haida House of Assembly
October 11 -14
Skidegate
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visitor expectations, the facility underwent an extensive 
spruce-up and assessment of operating systems this summer, 
and has recently put out to tender the addition of a multi-pur-
pose room and other in-house renovations scheduled to take 
place this fall and winter. The main focus, though, has been on 
marketing and sales to reposition TRH in the international cul-
tural–traveller market.

Tlell River House has also been working with local tourism 
operators and plans to bundle and sell a week of activities, in-
cluding airfare, room and meals, for the coming 2012 spring 
season.

HaiCo Board
The HaiCo board was on Haida Gwaii for three days in July 
and during that time met with the Old Massett Village Council 
and Skidegate Band Council’s economic development depart-
ments and toured Taan Forest’s operations as well as the scal-
lop–farm sites in Skidegate Inlet. While on-Island the Board 
stayed at Tlell River House to get a feel for the operation and 
potential of the property.

Since that meeting, the board has worked with the CHN Exec-
utive to draft a Shareholders Letter of Expectation. The letter 
is an agreement about CHN and HaiCo’s respective roles and 
generally lays out responsibilities, priorities, and performance 
expectations of both parties. It is hoped that the letter will be 
presented to citizens at the October House of Assembly.

HaiCo board members are: Roslyn Kunin, Chair; Reg David-
son; Kelly Russ; Bill Dumont and Thomas Olsen.

Taan Forest
The few outstanding issues that slowed the purchase of TFL 
60 have been resolved and it is expected that the final trans-
action will occur this fall. Taan Forest has been managing the 
TFL for the past year under an Interim Management Agree-
ment with Western Forest Products. When the purchase is 
finalized, the Tree Farm License management and logging 
operations will be under the ownership and control of Taan 
Forest.

The 160,000 m3 Haida Tenure is being converted from a Li-
cense to Cut Tenure to a First Nations Woodland Tenure. The 
FNWT is designed specifically for First Nations and is a 25-
year area-based license. The change-over means there is more 
flexibility in how the area can be used.

Taan Forest reports that it has 250-300,000 m3 in Cutting Per-
mit approvals for this year, but logging that wood is dependent 
upon market conditions. Most of the cutting will be on Gra-
ham Island, with possibly, 50,000 m3 coming from Sandspit/
Moresby Island. The company says that due to the strong ex-
port market they will be concentrating, more than normal, on 
second-growth trees.

At this time, Taan Forest has 6 full-time employees, but may 
be hiring a forest planner/engineer and skills development co-
ordinator in the near future. The skills development coordina-
tor position will be shared with HaiCo. 

The Taan Forest office in Juskatla will be closed and the com-
pany has signed a short-term lease for a space in the Skidegate 
commercial centre.

The review of Taan Forest’s application for certification un-
der the Forest Stewardship Council is nearing completion and 
the company hopes to have approval this fall. The certifica-
tion will give Taan a competitive edge in the market place by 
offering forest products that are recognized as coming from a 
sustainable forest. In anticipation of the certification, consider-
able market research is being done to find new markets using a 
Taan/Haida/Haida Gwaii brand.

Currently, Taan has negotiated preliminary agreements with 
OMVC and SBC to deliver and commit volumes of timber to 
projects related to sawmilling and value-added activities. The 
agreements may be formalized in the next few weeks. Several 
ongoing discussions have also occurred with local existing, 
and proposed, manufacturers of lumber and value-added proj-
ects in accordance with the Local First policy, which makes 
wood available at market prices minus the costs associated 
with transporting the wood to lower-mainland markets. 

Taan Forest is in negotiation with British Columbia Timber 
Sales to manage and deliver BCTS’s program in the Timber 
Supply Area on Haida Gwaii. When finalized, Taan will man-
age and engineer another 100 – 150,000 m3 of harvesting per 
year.

Aquaculture
HaiCo’s scallop-farm project, in Skidegate Inlet, was to have 
seed growing in the water this fall. Unfortunately, there were 
problems at the Prince Rupert hatchery, which resulted in a 
complete failure of the seed. That failure set HaiCo’s plans for 
full production back a year, but, in the interim, the corporation 
plans to purchase 2,000,000 seeds that it will “ocean enter” 
this fall. HaiCo will run the farm as a pilot project so that its 
training and recruitment program can continue and have staff 
ready for a full season next summer.

HAIDA CITIZEN REGISTRATION
A Haida Citizenship Registration form, designed by the CHN 
Policy Committee, was presented to, and adopted by, citizens 
at the Spring Session.

The registration form was developed to ensure there is an ac-
curate list of registered Haida citizens world-wide. The official 
list will also be used to determine eligibility for voting in elec-
tions and for heritage purposes. The forms are available at ei-
ther CHN office and online at www.haidanation.ca. Although 
personal information is requested on the form, that informa-
tion will be protected and citizens’ privacy respected.

ENERGY COMMITTEE REPORT
The proposed wind-farm came up for discussion during the 
Energy Committee report and a motion was passed to hold a 
vote, before December 15, 2011, to determine if there is to be 
a business relationship between the Haida Nation and NaiKun.

This is as per Resolution 4: 

R4. Partnership with NaiKun Wind Energy Corp. Inc.

WHEREAS the Haida people must have a say in the deci-
sion regarding the Naikun project.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the 
Haida Nation hold a general vote after the completion of 
an environmental assessment regarding whether or not to 
enter into a business partnership with NaiKun Wind Energy 
Group Inc.;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CHN present the 
details of the business arrangement to the Haida people at 
public meetings in Massett, Skidegate, Prince Rupert and 
Vancouver before the vote.”

In response to the criticism of bias in information distrib-

Reporting from the CHN Summer Session Reporting from the CHN Summer Session

A proposal requesting the CHN to endorse an accelerated 
Xaad Kil Learning Program was brought to the Summer 
Session by Jusquan Amanda Bedard and Jaalen Edenshaw. 
The two language students gave a short history of the way 
language has been taught to date, and acknowledged the 
dedication and efforts made by teachers and students who 
have been part of that learning.

One of the reasons for bringing the proposal to the Sum-
mer Session is that the methods that have been used up to 
now, though increasing awareness of the language and at-
tracting many learners, have not produced fluent speakers. 

The new proposal is to take a number of motivated learn-
ers “to a higher level of fluency through a ‘Master/Appren-
tice’ model of language learning”. This method of teaching 
and learning connects a fluent speaker with one or two 
students and operates much like other language immersion 
programs, but with fewer students and more one-on-one 
teaching.

In this model, the progress of students is monitored and 
evaluated, and resources such as oral recordings and 
documents are used to supplement learning. As students 
progress, they share their knowledge in the schools and 
community, become stewards of Xaad Kil, eventually 

mentoring others in a growing community of learners — 
one person teaches two, two people teach four, four people 
teach eight, and so on.

At the Summer Session, a motion was put forward that 
reads: 

THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE HAIDA NATION, in 
its commitment to Xaad Kil/Haida Language, will ac-
knowledge that there is a need to drastically alter the 
current approach to language learning in our communi-
ties, and that the “Master/Apprentice” approach as pre-
sented at the 2011 Summer Session is a proven method 
of language learning that needs to be seriously commit-
ted to, and CHN will provide support for the formation, 
finding of funding for, and implementation of such pro-
grams in our Haida communities. 

The motion was carried unanimously.

Following the passing of the motion, the CHN committed to 
developing a Language Working Group to look at the num-
ber of ways that Haida is now being taught on-Island and 
develop a coordinated approach that will benefit teachers 
and learners. •

1-on-1 is the way to go

Summer Session from page 5

Summer Session report cont’d next page

Haida House of Assembly
October 11 -14
Skidegate
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uted to citizens regarding the proposed energy project, CHN 
contracted for an independent analysis of the NaiKun Energy 
Project. The study, conducted by Dr. Thomas Gunton and as-
sociates, at Simon Fraser University has been released and 
distributed to households. 

The 50+ pages address concerns voiced in public meetings 
and the study takes another look at the “scientific and eco-
nomic benefits, costs and risks of the project”. If you did not 
receive a copy, it is available at either CHN office or online at 
www.haidanation.ca on the front page, under “Documents and 
Agreements”. 

In their report to the Summer Session, the Energy Committee 
stated that, “subject to the implementation of [the] specified 
mitigation measures, the project is unlikely to have any sig-
nificant adverse environmental effects. More specifically, the 
scientific evidence indicates that environmental concerns that 
the project will devastate clams, crabs, birds, whales and other 
species are unfounded.” 

The committee report emphasized the importance of ensuring 
that the mitigation strategies, which include monitoring and 
adaptive management, are put in place and adhered to.

Alternative Power Options
In the interest of reducing or eliminating the use of diesel to 
produce power on-Island, the CHN has been working with 
the National Research Council (Canada) to look at alternative 
technologies to produce power. The project is examining tech-
nologies such as tidal, burning waste, wind, etc. Phase One of 
the project, which examined the production of clean energy 
options, is complete; Phase Two is now beginning and exam-
ines energy for heating and transportation. 

The Energy Committee said that there is no single renewable 
energy source capable of supplying electricity for all of Haida 
Gwaii, and that an integrated system of complementary tech-
nologies will be required. The project does not examine the 
wind project proposed for Hecate Strait.

BC Hydro has been subsidizing power rates on Haida Gwaii 
to the tune of about $10-million a year and the emissions from 
burning fuel make the Islands’ population one of the biggest 
polluters, per person, in the country.

Reporting from the CHN Summer Session

SOLUTIONS TABLE
The Solutions Table had their first official meeting in May 
of this year. Previous to that, the Table was operating as a 
pilot project, working out kinks and mapping out a process 
by which the province and Haida Nation would make deci-
sions on forest development.

The Solutions Table is responsible for technical and opera-
tional matters, which include activities such as reviewing 
forest development applications and road permits, and col-
lecting information and conducting analysis, if necessary, 
on applications. 

Between May and July of this year, the Solutions Table 
processed over forty applications for things such as special 
use permits, licenses of occupation, wood lot plans, and 
salvage. 

The Solutions Table members are Colin Richardson (Co-
Chair) and Tyler Bellis representing the Haida Nation, and 
Ricardo Toledo and Jeven Hanchard (Co-chair) represent-
ing the province of BC. 

HAIDA FISHERIES COMMITTEE REPORT
The Fisheries Committee spoke to the closing of the Pallant 
Creek Hatchery. They said the hatchery has been closed 
due to funding cutbacks, and that they are not walking 
away from it and are looking at ways to use the facility. 
DFO says they would support discussions on an alternate 
use (other than salmon production) of the facility and on 
the development of environmental education and steward-
ship activities that do not involve  the facility. 

The hatchery has been suffering over the past few years 
with budget cut-backs and a commitment to maintenance 
and upgrading the site. DFO cites health and safety issues 
among other reasons as too costly to keep the facility open. 
The facility produced chum and coho fry for release into 
the wild, food fish for social and ceremonial practices and  
approximately 3 full-times job over its thirteen-year  
operation.

The Fisheries Committee also reported that the Secretariat 
of the Haida Nation’s food-fish program delivered about 
7,000 pounds of k’aaw to citizens this year. The Skidegate 
Band Council and Old Massett Village Council also col-
laborated with CHN to fund the Haida Provider for two 
food-fish trips. Those trips caught 20,000 pounds of salmon 
which was distributed in the villages.

In the interest of saving time and money, reducing their 
carbon footprint, and being more efficient, the Fisheries 
Committee has been conferencing by video – the initiative 
has been deemed a success so far. •

Summer Session from page 7

On the sunny afternoon of September 9, 
a red-and-black ribbon graced the front 
of a brand new building in Skidegate, a 
section of Front Street was temporarily 
closed to traffic, and a spray of brightly-
coloured balloons signalled the arrival 
of a special day. A crowd of excited 
guests was assembling on sidewalks, 
smiling cooks were tending barbecues, 
and a group of young people, travelling 
by canoe, would soon join the gathering. 

The occasion, jointly hosted by the  
Skidegate Band Council and the Skide-
gate Youth Council, was the grand open-
ing of the village’s striking new youth 
centre.

The ceremonies began with Jackie 
Casey, a member of the Skidegate Haida 
Immersion Program (SHIP), offering a 
prayer. Betty Richardson, on behalf of 
SHIP, then announced the name of the 
youth centre: Hiit’aGan.iina Kuuyas 
Naay – which translates into English as 
Young People’s Precious House. This 
was followed by the cutting of the rib-
bon, performed by Percy Crosby, CHN 
Representative; Desi Collinson, Youth 
Council President; Robert Mills, Chief 
Councillor, and Shelley Sansome, Gwaii 
Trust Representative.

In his opening remarks, Chief Mills 
welcomed the guests, and explained that 
several years of planning and work had 
gone into the youth centre project. He 
noted contributions of past and pres-
ent Band Councils, the Skidegate Youth 
Council, and the sponsors of the project. 
Chief Mills also gave special thanks to 
the Youth Council for keeping everyone 
on the right track in terms of the youth 
centre project and expressed his appre-
ciation to Deputy Chief Robert Williams 
for consistently keeping the work and 

aims of the Youth Council front-and-
center at Band Council meetings. 

Deputy Chief Williams outlined the 
history of Hiit’aGan.iina Kuuyas  and 
pointed out the combination of efforts 
that turned the idea of a youth centre 
into a reality. He spoke highly of the 
work of his Skidegate Youth Council 

colleagues and emphasized that they 
were excellent at their jobs and at mak-
ing clear to Band Council the needs of 
young people in the community. Deputy 
Chief Williams also announced humor-
ously that he was making a point of 
keeping his speech very short that day, 

Look at this!
The Grand Opening of Hiit’aGan.iina Kuuyas Naay 

The new youth centre — Hiit’aGan.iina Kuuyas Naay — sits on HlGaagilda K’iiwaay 
overlooking the beach in Skidegate.
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Youth cont’d next page

Pick Up Your Copy Today
The Independent Evaluation of the NaiKun Wind Energy 
Project commissioned by the CHN is available at either of-
fice or on-line at haidanation.ca. The study, completed by 
Drs T. Gunton and C. Joseph of Simon Fraser University, 
provides an independent evaluation of the proposed wind-
farm project. 
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because, on one or two occasions in the 
past, he’d noticed his speeches weren’t 
very short.

Skidegate Youth Council President, 
Desi Collinson, expressed deep pride 
in his community and in Hiit’aGan.iina 
Kuuyas Naay. In addition to acknowl-
edging the work of the Band Council, he 
made special mention of Rose Russ, a 
member of the preceding Band Coun-
cil, for her dedication and unwavering 
support of the youth centre project. And 
then, as he neared the end of his speech, 
Desi suddenly spun around, pointed his 
finger directly at Hiit’aGan.iina Kuuyas 
Naay, and, with a fresh burst of joy and 
enthusiasm exclaimed, “Look at this! 
Just LOOK at this!” And everybody did. 

Jason Alsop, Vice-President of the 
Skidegate Youth Council, named and 
introduced each of the SYC members 
to the audience. In honour of the day 
and Haida culture, the SYC members 
paddled the canoe, T’aa, from Kay Ll-
nagaay to the grand opening, much to 
the delight of spectators who watched 
the canoe race past First Beach, and, a 
minute later, land at the beach directly 
below Hiit’aGan.iina Kuuyas. Jason also 
introduced three friends of the SYC, 
who were invited to participate in the 
canoe trip as honorary paddlers: Bran-
don Gibbard, Joel Richardson, and Kris 
Olsen of the Queen Charlotte Teen Cen-
tre. To impress upon the audience just 
how supportive Kris is of the Skidegate 
Youth Council, Jason revealed that Kris’ 
name had been recorded a total of 83 
times in the minutes of SYC meetings.

Current members of the SYC are: 
Desi Collinson, President; Jason Al-
sop, Vice-President; Robert Williams, 
Secretary-Treasurer; Duane Alsop, SBC 
Representative; Doreeal Piercey; Niisi 
Guujaaw; Staas Guujaaw; Laas Parnell, 
and Vanessa Whiteknife. 

Additional highlights of the day in-
cluded a performance by the HlGaagilda 
Children’s Dance Group led by Jenny 
Cross; a tour of Hiit’aGan.iina Kuuyas 

Naay; the gifting, to the witnesses, of a 
commemorative Haida eagle-raven print 
designed by Billy N.C. Yovanovich; an 
invitation to enjoy a barbecue dinner of 
salmon burgers, beef burgers, hot dogs, 
salads and pies, which was served in 
the Skidegate Community Hall; and, to 
cap everything off, an evening display 
of fireworks, generously donated to the 
Skidegate Youth Council by the North 
Island Youth Council in recognition of 
the SYC’s achievement.

Situated on HlGaagilda K’iiwaay (Front 
Street), alongside the Skidegate Com-
munity Hall, Hiit’aGan.iina Kuuyas 
Naay is centrally located within the 
village. Project construction was man-
aged by Sid Crosby of Skidegate, and, 
the contractors, all of whom are local, 
included Les Collinson and crew, Ed-
die Dignard and crew, and Aaron Mark 
Services. Hiit’aGan.iina Kuuyas Naay 
was fully complete within just over four 

“I started out using and learning about 
computers a long time ago — it was 
before the mouse was invented. They 
told us that in the future there would be 
a little pointer that you could use to just 
point and click!”

Working as a GIS (Geographical Infor-
mation System) Technician Level II for 
the Council of the Haida Nation, Paul 
Bell uses computers to capture, store, 
manipulate, analyze, and manage digi-
tal data. Paul explains that the maps the 
CHN department produces are the end 
result of “hours and hours of work with 
this data.”

With the newly-signed agreements be-
tween the Haida and provincial gov-
ernments, such as the Kunst’aa Guu 
– Kunst’aayah Reconciliation Agree-
ment, the CHN requires accurate and 
detailed maps of Haida Gwaii, which are 
used in discussion and negotiation with 
other governments, courts and agencies. 
There are six employees in the CHN’s 
GIS department and Paul is one of a 
three-person team that works on creating 
the maps and information. 

This ongoing task of collecting and en-
tering data, processing, and management 
may sound complex — and it is — but 
Paul really enjoys this work. “Every day 
you get a little further,” he says, “and 
with that comes a great sense of satisfac-
tion.” 

Attaining a dream job doesn’t come 
without hard work. It has taken Paul 
years of post-secondary school, special-
ized training, and roughly twenty years 
of work with other organizations on 
Haida Gwaii to get where he is today. 

Number 3 in the series – 

WORKING ON-ISLAND

PAUL BELL – Family, fishing and fixin’ the boat.
by Valine Crist

He said that when he first applied for his 
current position about five years ago, he 
didn’t even get an interview. 

After graduating with a Dogwood Cer-
tificate at 19, Paul started working in 
his home community of Old Massett, 
first running the Youth Centre, and then 
managing the Group Home. This led to 
a 15-year career working with the Old 
Massett Village Council in various ca-
pacities, including Information Manager 
for the Old Massett Development Cor-
poration (OMDC). 

Before his OMDC tenure and while in 
his early 20’s, Paul enrolled in the Ap-
plied Business Technology program at 
the Native Education Centre in Van-

couver where he learned about office 
administration and was introduced to the 
world of digital processing. 

“How you work on a computer com-
pared to a typewriter is like night and 
day,” he said. “It was like somebody 
turned the lights on. I thought, holy! 
Imagine what I can do now.”

Nearly a decade later, and while at 
OMDC, he was offered the opportunity 
of more computer training at Niagara 
College. Paul knew this was something 
he wanted to pursue. He registered at 
Niagara College in one of the Six Na-
tions programs specifically geared to 

Dressed for the weather in matching Stanfields — Paul Bell and son, Ryder, are ready
 to head outside and get to work on their boat.

months – the initial construction phase 
began during the week of March 20, 
2011 – and the project came in under 
budget. Sponsors of the project were the 
Council of the Haida Nation, Skidegate 
Band Council, Gwaii Trust, and Aborigi-
nal Affairs and Northern Development 
Canada (formerly INAC).

In addition to offering a majestic view 
of the ocean through its huge main win-
dow, Hiit’aGan.iina Kuuyas Naay  has a 
bright, airy interior with plenty of room 
for relaxing and hanging out, inviting 
in friends, working on any number of 
projects, and putting on special events. 
A spacious and fully-equipped kitchen is 
another terrific feature.

Judging by all of the smiles and grins 
at the grand opening, Hiit’aGan.iina.
Kuuyas Naay is a hit with people of  
all ages. • 

Skidegate Youth Council President, Desi Collinson welcomes the guests, with SBC 
Chief Councillor, Robert Mills. Mr Collinson spoke to the dedication of the many 
people it took to carry and realize the youths’ vision of having their own centre.

Youth from page 9

Working On-Island cont’d next page
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The series, WORKING ON-ISLAND, is a collaboration between Haida Laas and Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve,  
National Marine Area Reserve, and Haida Heritage Site.
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First Nations; the Six Nations are made 
up of the Mohawk, Cayuga, Onondaga, 
Oneida, Seneca, and Tuscarora Nations. 
Paul was the only Haida and the only 
Native from Western Canada among Ab-
originals from the Yukon and members 
of the Six Nations. The program was 16 
months long, so he and Lisa, now his 
wife of nearly twenty years, moved to 
Brantford Ontario, just south of Toronto.

There were challenges for two Hai-
das living so far away from home, but 
Paul speaks highly of the program. “We 
learned everything we needed to know 
about the earth, how it functions and 
lives and breathes and how things are 
built, like roads. [We learned about] 
the different methods of recording the 
information — which is with a Global 
Positioning System (GPS) or a compass 
—and then entering it into a computer.” 
Paul says turning the information into 
data that will show up really well on a 
map is the last step in this process. 

“I stuck with computers and eventually 
got into managing data, which eventu-
ally led to GIS,” Paul said reflecting on 
his post-secondary education that led 
him to where he is today. 

Now skilled at collecting, managing, and 
analyzing data, Paul says programming 

the computer to make it do what you 
want, in the most effective and efficient 
way, is critical. “You need to be able to 
tell the computer what you want it to do 
using the quickest and shortest path,” 
he said. But that doesn’t mean you have 
to think like a computer. “You’ll be fine 
if you don’t think like a computer,” he 
said. “You just have to learn to think like 
a programmer.” And, those are skills you 
can learn.

As a GIS tech, Paul is constantly work-
ing on professional development and 
upgrading his skill set. He speaks en-
thusiastically about a course he recently 
took to learn Python script, a program-
ming language that helps him integrate 
computer applications and work more 
effectively. 

Four years ago, Paul and Lisa had a son, 
Ryder Mackenzie, born January 11 in 
Prince Rupert. The apple of Paul’s eye, 
Ryder spends most evenings with his 
Dad in the yard, often working on their 
boat. Taking on an “apprentice’s” role 
under his father, Ryder can usually be 
found outside, with his Dad, doing stuff. 
“Fishing, getting ready for fishing, or 
cleaning up after fishing,” Paul says. 
“That’s what takes up all of our time!” •

STUDY & SCHOLARSHIP
Geographic Information Systems Program At Niagara College
A geographic information system (GIS) integrates computer hardware and 
software with digital data for managing, analyzing and displaying geographi-
cally referenced information. GIS systems also allow the user to ask questions 
of the collected information (database) and have the answer displayed as a 
map or spreadsheet. Today GIS is a fundamental tool necessary to support the 
management of the land and ocean.

Niagara College offers many GIS programs from beginner to graduate pro-
grams. In the GIS Graduate Program, students learn the technology neces-
sary to prepare them for careers in environmental management agencies,  
map design and production, and natural resource conservation. Students also 
work on a year-long applied research project. As a graduate program, admis-
sion requirements include a college or university degree, or sufficient  
work experience.

Find more information online: niagaracollege.ca. 

MIEDS: License to Cut
The Misty Islands Economic Develop-
ment Society has received 25,000 m3 of 
timber a year, for two years, as an interim 
volume, until a Community Forest Agree-
ment for 80,000 m3 per year can be signed 
between the Ministry of Forests and 
Range and the Islands’ communities. The 
communities included in this agreement 
are Masset, Port Clements, Queen Char-
lotte, Sandspit and Areas D and E.

Something Different 
This Way Comes
by Florence Lockyer

Nights Alive begins this October. This 
crime prevention program, designed for 
youth 13-18 years of age, provides posi-
tive activities for youth as an alternative 
to drugs, alcohol and street life.

Every friday night from 8 pm to mid-
night, at the Old Massett Community 
Hall, the supervised program, sponsored 
by the Old Massett Village Council, of-
fers activities and hands-on training in 
security, budgeting, food-safe, office op-
erations, personal safety, etc. 

“The youth will build the program,” 
said Harmony Williams, Old Massett 
Youth Coordinator, “and as they build it, 
a youth ‘crew’ will manage and operate 
the program on a weekly basis using the 
skills they have learned.”

First up on a list of activities is Some-
thing Different, Something Fun, a series 
of events running throughout October:

• October 7 – Scary Movie Night with a  
   Midnight Scavenger Hunt ($2)

• October 14 – Grosser Night ($2)

• October 21 – Open Gym ($2)

• October 28 – All-Islands Halloween  
   Dance ($5)

Watch for other Old Massett Youth Pro-
gram events. The events are open to 
youth from all over the Islands and Ms 
Williams says that if there is enough in-
terest Nights Alive will provide transpo-
ration for youth to attend. 

In other Islands news, make note of 
the coming elections in May 2012 for 
the North-Island Youth Council — just 
around the corner! North-Island youth 
are encouraged to think about who 
would make a good candidate to nomi-
nate, or run, yourself, for a seat on the 
council.

For more information about Nights Alive 
contact Harmony Williams or Kief-
er Collison. Kiefer is also the contact 
for the North-Island Youth Council – 
250.626.3911. •

HaiCo Hire
Leslie Brown has been hired in to the 
position of Skills Development Coordi-
nator. Ms Brown brings human resource 
and project management experience to 
her new role, gained through a variety of 
jobs including her most recent as Project 
Officer with Gwaii Trust. 

Ms Brown holds an Advanced Certificate 
in Business Administration and is cur-
rently completing a Bachelor in Com-
merce. 

Ms Brown will work with communities 
to develop and deliver skills training ini-
tiatives and programs that will help meet 
on-Island human resource needs and 
contribute to capacity building. Her role 
will support skill development and train-
ing within HaiCo’s business units and 
organizations that HaiCo has partnered or 
works closely with. Ms Brown will work 
out of Skidegate and Old Massett.

Leslie Brown has been hired as Skills 
Development Coordinator at HaiCo.

Pick Up Your Copy Today
The Independent Evaluation of the Nai-
Kun Wind Energy Project commissioned 
by the CHN is available at either office 
or on-line at haidanation.ca. The study, 
completed by Drs T. Gunton and C. 
Joseph of Simon Fraser University, pro-
vides an independent evaluation of the 
proposed wind-farm project. 

Working On-Island from page 11

To oversee the forestry operation, MIEDS 
has contracted B. A. Blackwell & Associ-
ates, of North Vancouver, who will use a 
competitive bid process to ensure MIEDS 
is guaranteed a profit for each cubic metre 
logged. That profit will go into an FLTC 
(Forest License to Cut) Reserve Fund and 
how those funds are expended will be de-
termined by Councils at a later date, said 
Heather Hornoi, MIEDS Economic De-
velopment Officer.

Meeting at the Center
Artist Robert Davidson, in front of his sculpture, Meeting at the Center, at the Old 
Massett Village office and Community Hall.The red, powder-coated, aluminum, 
silhouette-style artwork measures approximately 6’ on both sides and 4’ tall.

Mr Davidson donated the artwork because he wanted to be part of what is happening 
in the village. “The high quality of work in all the poles that have gone up over the 
past couple of years is an inspiration, and I want to be part of that. It’s exciting to see 
so much happening here in Massett,” he said.

Mr Davidson’s most recent contribution is number 5 of an edition of 5, and sits 
alongside two poles, overlooking the inlet, that were carved by Jaalen Edenshaw and 
Donny Edenshaw in 2009.
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Karaoke was then set up and the evening 
rolled on with many local heroes sharing 
their talent and penchant for singing. 

The draws for prizes were done after 
dinner and people went home happy and 
well fed. It was a grand way to celebrate 
the End of Summer in Old Massett. •

PHOTO GALLERY
1 – Young at heart: Pedal-power fuels the 
race around the track at the End of Sum-
mer Celebration. 2 - l-r: Tatiana Russ, 
Carson Liddle, Devon Marks and Simon 
Smith take a break from bouncing in the 
fun house. 3 - Linda Williams displayed 
and sold a table of fine wares at the 
indoor marketplace. 4 - OMVC Council-
lor Cecil Brown suits up a youngster for 
a round of sumo wrestling. 5 - Cakes for 
the cake walk. 6 - Something for every-
one. Terri Russ sells her cedar weaving 
and popcorn balls.

2 3

4

5

6

Getting people together is always a good 
idea and getting together to celebrate the 
end of summer and raise funds for the 
beautification of Old Massett is a really 
good idea!

On Saturday, September 10, the Old 
Massett Village Council hosted their 
first End of Summer Celebration. It was 
an event that was quick in planning and 
long on memories. It came together in 
only a few weeks with Council and staff 
volunteering their time to ensure there 
were lots of activities and events that ran 
smoothly. 

Administrative Assistant, Geraldine 
Russ, was instrumental in gathering 
donations for the raffles and loonie auc-
tions. Raffle prizes included a trip for 
two to Vancouver, with two nights at the 
Hampton Inn, and a 42” 3D plasma TV. 
The loonie auction prizes included art, 
jewelry, a bentwood box, and a gift bas-
ket. Out of all the great prizes, two were 
very unique: a doghouse, and a smoke-

Karaoke & pedal bikes mark the end of summer
by Florence Lockyer

house, built by the work crew who are in 
training, learning how to put metal roofs 
on houses. Congratulations to all of the 
winners!

The day began with a pancake breakfast 
sponsored and cooked-up by the Old 
Massett Village Council Culinary Arts 
School. Following that, the communi-
ty hall was set up for an indoor market 
and tables placed outside for the out-
door market. A highlight of both mar-
kets was the fried bread, and a delicious 
clam chowder made by Brian Bell and 
Judy Williams … and then there was 
Sharleen’s cotton-candy corner! Both 
marketplaces had many treasures; there 
were fund-raising events, and commu-
nity members sold their wares, which 
included home-made jams, hats, scarves, 
and art. Outdoors, there were more ta-
bles and treasures. 

The Fish Pond and Ring Toss were fun 
for people of all ages and the cake walk, 
with its fine music, added a welcome 

ambience to the festivities. And, to mark 
the end of summer, the sunshine graced 
the whole day with its comforting rays.

Our local RCMP members helped out 
barbecuing hamburgers and hot dogs 
throughout the day, and both food items 
totally sold out. Other notable events 
were the giant, floating soap-bubbles 
created by Ken Leslie, and the U-Ride 
Pedal Bikes, which saw kids burning 
around the parking lot as if on a go-cart 
track. Sumo wrestling in big, awkward 
suits, and the giant, bouncy house were 
fun for many of the children and youth 
— and even some less-than-young folks 
enjoyed them too. But the busiest table, 
all day, was the bank, run by the very 
able Old Massett finance department, 
where a steady stream of tickets was 
sold for the events and raffles. 

The afternoon was topped off by the 
talented people of the OMVC Culinary 
Arts Program who barbecued-up a deli-
cious salmon and potato salad dinner. 
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Curious? Ask around.

P
ho

to
: H

aid
a Laas


