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Haida Nation welcomes 
the Duke and Duchess 
of Cambridge

The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, Xaadaa Koyaa’iisis.
Our ancient name for these Islands is Xaaydla Gwaayaay, meaning Islands 

Out of Concealment from the Supernatural Beings – for our oral traditions 
come from the time of the arrival of the first tree, the birth of humans, and 
Raven bringing light to the world. 

These islands birthed a magnificent culture and art form showcased 
throughout the world, which was developed over 15,000 years of occupation 
from a population decimated to a mere 500 from over 10,000 at first contact 
in 1774. 

Let us briefly acknowledge that the federal and provincial governments 
tried to dispossess us of our land, resources, children, and spirit. But we are 
survivors. We are survivors.

We owe our existence to these Islands and waters, which provide our 
material, economic, cultural and spiritual wealth. 

Today, the Haida Nation does not ask you to advocate on our behalf with 
Canada or BC. We do not because thirty years ago our ancestors said it was 
time for the Haida Nation to rise again and to take our children’s future into 
our own hands. We have taken direct action and litigation to protect Haida 
Gwaii. We have blazed a new path away from Canada’s colonial history, 
and remain deeply committed to achieve reconciliation for the oceans – the 
last frontier –- through all means necessary. Just as we respectfully returned 
the name the Queen Charlotte Islands, we are respectfully returning to 
sustainable, economic autonomy over the Haida Gwaii, the Islands of the 
People.

We know that good will come from your visit, for you bring hope – hope 
that the past will illuminate the future and that we will attain what was 
beyond the reach of our ancestors. We welcome global attention to both the 
Crown’s unfinished business, and the opportunity to fulfill the dreams of our 
ancestors and future generations.

It is with great honour, I welcome the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge.

Following is the address given by  the President of the Haida Nation, 
kil tlaats ‘gaa Peter Lantin on the occasion of the Royal visit to Haida 
Gwaii, September 30, 2016.
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This past month, volunteers 
and members of the Skidegate 
Haida Immersion Program 
distributed HlG̲aagilda X̲aayda 
Kil K̲'aalang to each household 
in HlGaagilda Skidegate.

HlG̲aagilda X̲aayda Kil 
K̲'aalang is the most recent 
Skidegate Xaayda kil Haida 
language glossary, complete 
with a definitive list of all 
SHIP's resources created over 
the years. The glossary is a gift 
to the people of HlGaagilda 
from SHIP and Gwaii Trust.

"We don't want money to 
be an impediment for people 

1000 pages of wisdom
to learn the Haida language," 
said Luu Gahlandaay Kevin 
Borserio.

SHIP sees the new glossary 
as another step in furthering 
the conversation and learning 
about x̲aayda kil.

HlG̲aagilda X̲aayda 
Kil K̲'aalang will also be 
available for purchase in 
September, you can contact 
SHIP at 250.559.9073 or                     
ship@haidagwaii.net to order 
a copy!

Jiixa Gladys Vandal and Luu Gahlandaay Kevin Borserio excited about the 
new Xaayda kil Haida Language glossary.

Between July 29 and August 3, 2016, 
seventeen learners and speakers of Xaad 
Kil (Massett dialect of Haida language), 
sponsored by Xaad Kihl ga Suu.u Society 
of Gaaw Massett, gathered at T'aalan Stl'ang 
Cultural Camp on the stunning and beautiful 
beach of the west coast, across from the old 
village of K'yuusda Kiusta to practice and 
hone their language skills. 

During four fun-filled and active days of 
learning, the group, comprised of learners 
and teachers between six months of age 
and 75, along with several parents, children 
and grandchildren, practiced speaking and 
conversation around the topics of place, 
beach, the camp activities and chores at 
T'aalan Stl'ang camp, listened to stories 
connected to the West Coast, K'yuusda 
and K'iis Gwaay North Island, and also 
learned how to make a food blessing or meal 
prayer in Haida, say a prayer at a gathering, 
introduce their family and themselves, and 
know how to give a greeting when in a 
different people's territory. 

The Haida language camp group was 

Haida Language Camp 2016Haida Nation welcomes 
the Duke and Duchess 
of Cambridge

Submitted by sdaahl k'awaas (Lucy Bell) and Gulḵiihlgad (Marianne Ignace)

especially blessed to have fluent speakers 
elders Lawrence Bell, Duuna Red Victoria 
Edgars and Marianne Ignace from Simon 
Fraser University, who has worked with 
the Massett elders and learners for many 
years, with us. Led by music educator 
Joanne Montgomery, wife of participant Bill 
Montgomery, the group practiced singing, 
voice projection and sang some songs that 
probably have not been sung for decades 
including a song about T’aalan Stl’ang. 

With participant Erika Stocker bringing 
along the youngest learner, her six-month 
old daughter Eliza, the elders also provided 
guidance on "baby talk" and traditional 
lullaby song, and a number of songs played 
on piano by Joanne Montgomery, a legacy for 
future mothers, fathers, naaniis, chinnis and 
babies!

We thank all of our learners and teachers: 
Erika Stocker and baby Eliza, Lucy's 
daughter Amelia Rea, the Collison three- 
generation family (Steven, Marilyn, Suzanne, 
Hannah, Steven and Markus), Bill and Joanne 
Montgomery, Lawrence Bell, Victoria Edgars, 

Pansy Collison, Leona Clow and .  We also 
thank our cook Gene Davidson, sr. and camp 
director Raven Potschka, who cooked great 
food and kept us safe as we carried out our 
Haida language learning. In addition, the 
watchmen at K'yuusda helped with hauling 
water and gear.  Háw'aa. Daláng 'waadluwaan 
aa t'aláng kil'laagang.  

Xaad Kihl ga Suu.u Society would like to 
acknowledge the support of Pacific Coastal 
Airlines, Langara Lodge, Old Massett Village 
Council, especially Cecil Brown, Simon 
Fraser University, the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada and 
the T’aalan Stl’ang team.

For a copy of the language lessons from 
camp, stop by the Haida Rose with a memory 
stick.

Tyson Brow
n
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Haida language received another boost 
this summer as Ketchikan volunteers and 
organizers ran two culture camps during the 
first and second weeks of August. 

The first camp included 50 kids from 
kindergarten through third grade with 30 
older kids from the fourth through eighth 
grade attending the second camp. The camps 
were based out of Houghtaling Elementary 
School and Ketchikan High School. 

During day trips to the longhouses at 
Saxman Village park and Totem Bight 
historical park students learned stories and 
songs with Haida speaker Julie Colburn and 
language teachers K'uyáang Benjamin Young 
and Skil Jaadei Linda Schrack.

Language games 
a ton of fun

In addition, participants learned weaving, 
sewing, and formline design. This was the 
annual program’s biggest year, and organizer 
Katie Parrott says students who return each 
year show notable improvements in their 
language and other skills.

“It was a lot of work, these kids have a 
ton of energy,” she said. “We were really 
impressed with their abilities. They really, 
really enjoyed the games. Every day more 
and more students came.”

The camps culminated in a family 
celebration with student’s parents and 
families. Participants presented their crafts 
and projects and gifted them to family 
members. They also demonstrated their 

newfound and improved language-skills.
In coming years Parrott hopes to get kids 

out into the community and the land to put 
the language within a strong context. “We 
want this to be a very site-based culture 
camp where we’re learning in the traditional 
context,” she explained. “There are so many 
harvesting opportunities. We want to get kids 
out on the land to get children to learn their 
language that way.”

The camps are open to everybody who 
wants to learn, so look out for next year’s 
culture camps in Ketchikan at the beginning 
of August! 

Photo: N
ang Jáadaas G

udangáay K'íinganggang (Susie Edw
ardson)

Young Haida language learners enjoying the cultural camp organized by Ketchikan volunteers this summer.
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REPORTING OUT
Summer Session 2016

September began with the Council of 
the Haida Nation’s Summer Session at 
Naagudgiikyagangs Skidegate Community 
Hall with the executive and elected 
representatives taking their seats for two days 
of passionate dialogue and discussion about 
their activities with Haida citizens. 

Co-chairs Huux Percy Crosby and 
Xylang Jaad Xylaa Leslie Brown chaired the 
gathering over the two days.

As per tradition, the assembly began 
with the Executive Committee reporting 
on their past four months’ activities. These 
governance, cultural and corporate matters 
merited a full day of discussion.

Nationhood 
President of the Haida Nation, kil tlaats ‘gaa 
Peter Lantin spoke about the challenging and 
difficult time the Haida Nation finds itself in 
but assured citizens that the CHN continues 
to operate well, given the recent and 
unprecedented historic clan events that have 
taken place. Kil tlaats ‘gaa also expressed that 
the work of the Nation is “larger than all of 
us” and that the business being done today – 
politically and culturally – will resonate with 
future generations as a historic time.

Title Case
The Haida Nation Title Case has been 
moving forward since the House of Assembly 
resolved to “prepare a strategy to move 
the Haida Title case forward to the next 
stage”in October 2015. The Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of BC appointed a trial 
judge to hear the Haida Title case and White 
Raven Law is seeking a trial date in late 2018. 
“These events signal that the Case is very 
real and must be taken seriously,” said kil 
tlaats ‘gaa. “And our actions have provoked 
significant reaction from the federal and 

provincial governments,” he said.

Reconciliation with Canada
Since the past Winter Session, discussions 
with Canada have taken on a more serious 
tone not only in the courts but also on 
Haida Gwaii. Federal and provincial 
representatives have visited the Islands 
to meet with leadership. The Haida 
Reconciliation Table has also met with 
Canada and has tabled a draft term sheet. 
It is hoped the paper will enable Canada to 
seek a mandate to negotiate with the Haida 
Nation on a Reconciliation Protocol for 
fisheries and other marine matters. In 2015 
Canada came to the Reconciliation Table 
with no mandate to negotiate, but since the 
election, the federal government has been 
engaged in scoping the components of 
reconciliation and how the management of 
fisheries fits into that vision.

For now, the term sheet outlines the 
general matters and processes CHN wishes 
to work on once Canada fully engages and 
their team has the authority to negotiate and 
speak to other issues  includeing governance, 
marine protected area management, increased 
economic opportunities for fisheries 
and shipping and marine transportation. 
The Nation’s approach to these issues is 
complementary to the mandate letter Prime 
Minister Trudeau provided the Minister of 
Indigenous and Northern Affairs, which 
promotes reconciliation with First Nations as 
a priority.

Anjuudal: travelling with pride
Over the past four months two federal 
ministers came to Haida Gwaii, signaling 
a change in the political environment and 
highlighting the importance of the Title 
Case. Catherine McKenna, Minister of 

Environment and Climate Change and Marc 
Garneau, Minister of Transport both came 
for talks. 

Minister McKenna heard the CHN’s 
official position on LNG and the Petronas 
project and the governments discussed 
the review and overhaul of the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Agency 
regulatory regime. 

Minister Garneau visited the Islands 
seeking the Nation’s position on the proposed 
oil tanker moratorium. CHN’s position 
is much broader than the Minister’s just-
released Pacific Strategy, which outlines a 
moratorium on crude oil tankers in Dixon 
Entrance, Hecate Strait and Queen Charlotte 
Sound. When implemented, the Pacific 
Strategy could effectively kill Enbridge’s 
$7.9-billion Northern Gateway Project 
pipeline proposal. While here the minister 
toured North Beach to discuss the problem of 
tankers and freighters anchoring in At.sgwii 
McIntyre Bay without permission, and the 
consequences of oil coming onto North 
Beach in the event of a spill.  

CHN’s position regarding the proposed oil 
tanker moratorium seeks to place a permanent 
moratorium on the import and export of all 
bulk crude oil, petroleum condensate and 
refined oil by all tankers, and to continue 
following the voluntary tanker exclusion zone 
policy; meaning that all tanker traffic is to 
remain 25 to 35 miles or further off the West 
Coast. The voluntary tanker exclusion zone 
was set to minimize damage to the coastal 
areas should a tanker become disabled and/or 
damaged causing an environmental disaster. 
CHN aims to establish an active shipping 
management and regulatory regime that is 
enforceable and funded. This work is a direct 
result of the Simushir incident that occurred in 
the fall of 2014. 

reporting out continued on page 6
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Reconciliation with BC
The BC Reconciliation Implementation 
Table met in May to discuss Protected Area 
management, hunting regulations, ongoing 
implementation and review of the Kunst’aa 
Guu  - Kunst’aayah protocol, and objectives 
for the Timber Supply Review, which is 
taking place now. CHN is also to meet with 
the Haida Gwaii Management Council 
to discuss their scope of authority of their 
processes. 

Enbridge
The recent fight to protect Haida territory 
from risk of damage to the land and sea was 
won on June 30 when the Federal Court of 
Appeal struck down the federal government’s 
approval of Enbridge Northern Gateway 
Pipeline because the federal government 
failed in its duty to properly consult affected 
First Nations. The court’s ruling will not be 
appealed by either the federal government 
or Enbridge. The project now returns to the 
federal Governor-in-Council which will 
determine the fate of the project. 

HaiCo
Four board of director appointments, which 
expired in May, were extended to October 
2016 to allow for a board member review 
process and to align board appointments 
with the HaiCo AGM. Expression of interest 
for one vacancy will be advertised soon. 
The CHN is reviewing the HaiCo Letter 
of Expectations, which set out terms of the 
relationship between the CHN and HaiCo, it 
is expected that a revised draft LoE will be 
tabled at the 2016 HOA for consideration. 

Coast Opportunity Funds
Coast Opportunity Funds overseas and 
manages just over $31,500 million 
which was accumulated from six private 
foundations and the province and federal 
government and placed into two funding 
envelopes. The conservation fund is 
designed to support activities that maintain 
or improve the Great Bear Rainforest of 

which Haida Gwaii is considered part of, 
and an economic development fund, which 
is a fund designed to create sustainable 
business and community-based employment 
opportunities over seven years. 

From the economic development fund, 
$1.5 million dollars has been awarded 
to Skidegate Band Council, Old Massett 
Village Council and CHN for economic 
initiatives beginning next month. Each will 
receive $500,000.  

Throughout the second day of reporting 
citizens heard from nine committees. 

The Tourism Committee Report 
highlighted the increased visibility of Haida 
Gwaii in media that was generated by The 
Amazing Race Canada program which 
filmed at the Haida Gwaii Heritage Centre, 
Spirit Lake, and the Queen Charlotte float 
plane dock. 

The Culture and Language Committee 
has been busy working with the Haida Gwaii 
Museum fielding questions from citizens 
as well as local, national, and international 
requests looking for a variety of information 
about the nation. The committee and museum 
are now formalizing the working relationship 
with a Memorandum of Understanding.

The Policy Committee has been meeting 
with the Hereditary Chiefs Council to discuss 
the draft Citizenship Act and processes. 
Matriarchs of the Haida Nation have formed 
an advisory table to provide cultural advice 
related to citizenship, and oversee the 
implementation of the Act once adopted. 

Haida Nation Clan trees will be ready 
for review prior to the upcoming House of 
Assembly. The trees include hundreds of 

pieces of historical and new information 
including Haida names, birth dates, death 
dates and baptismal records of Haida 
ancestors.  

Amendments to the election regulations 
are also being worked on by the Policy 
Committee and they are aiming to table them 
at the 2016 HOA along with a plan to have 
proposed amendments ready for adoption at 
the 2017 HOA. 

The Heritage and Natural Resource 
Committee has been busy in the field 
mapping and doing archaeology and 
stewardship work to protect, preserve, and 
inventory heritage, cultural, and valuable 
plant and land sites across Haida Gwaii. 
CHN’s legal counsel White Raven Law 
and the HNRD are developing a Terms of 
Reference for a Haida Law project that will 
articulate Haida Laws relevant to natural 
resource decision making on Haida Gwaii. 
Laadaa Colin Richardson has been hired as 
the Natural Resource Department Manager 
and will manage the Heritage and Natural 
Resources department which will now 
include the mapping department, fisheries, 
archaeology, and marine planning. 

The Fisheries Committee reported that 
the razor clam fishery opened March 5, 2016 
with a ceiling of 416,000 pounds of allowable 
catch. So far, 329,475 pounds has been dug 
and bought by Haida Wild. 

The Traditional Fishery Program opened 
for the third year and the Secretariat of the 
Haida Nation purchased 6221.96 pounds of 
chinook, 52305.5 pounds coho and 5974.37 
pounds of salmon. Food fish was recently 
delivered to Vancouver citizens and a load of 
halibut delivered to Prince Rupert.

The Marine Planning Technical Team 
has been busy developing, completing and 
implementing the marine plans for Haida 
Gwaii, Gwaii Haanas, and SGaan Kinghlas 
Bowie Seamount Marine Protected Area. 

Marine Planning’s team has grown 
with the recent hiring of an Executive 
Assistant, Denise Olsson; Biologist Planner, 
Lais Chaves; and a Marine Economic 
Development Coordinator, Meghan Cross. 

reporting out continued from page 5

Tyson Brow
n
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Captain Jeff Nemrava of the Canadian Coast 
Guard Ship Tanu, speaks candidly about 
his long career with the Coast Guard while 
awaiting a public tour at the Daajing Giids 
Queen Charlotte harbour this past month. 

The CCGS Tanu was built in 1968. It is 
an imposing vessel at 51.2 metres long and 
is striking with its colourful red and white 
design. It is just over 202 tonnes and can 
reach a top speed of 13.5 knots or 15.5 miles 
per hour. It is one of the older ships in the 
fleet and in Nemrava’s opinion, “it’s one of 
the better ones. Its primary role is in search 
and rescue”. 

 While in Haida territorial waters, the 
Tanu completed beacon surveys and checked 
navigation aids to ensure they are working 
properly and don’t need further maintenance. 
“We’re always [fulfilling] other roles when 
we’re out here but we’re primarily doing 

BEING AT SEA
I have never regretted a day

search and rescue,” Nemrava says.
The ship carries a crew of 15. “We will 

take extras depending on the program we are 
running and we do provide support to other 
programs even though search and rescue is 
the primary work. Sometimes we also do 
science work onboard,” he says. “We will 
carry scientists and do navigational aids work 
or environmental response work.” 

The Canadian Coast Guard has a number 
of roles beyond search and rescue and are 
grouped under three priorities: protecting 
people, the environment, and property. 
The CCG also responds to environmental 
accidents, ensuring the safety of all marine 
vessels and monitoring navigation aids. 

Tanu’s search and rescue duties currently 
fall within the north coast while the south 
is usually covered by the Gordon Reid. The 
patrol areas alternate between these two ships 

that are primarily responsible for search and 
rescue. During other times the Sir Wilfred 
Laurier or the Bartlett takes turns tending 
buoys to ensure navigation safety. 

Speaking of rescues, Captain Nemrava 
says for the most part they provide a good 
feeling. One of the reasons why it’s a good 
job, he says, is being able to be out there 
when people are in need of help. The cases 
that they are involved in run from a search 
for someone who is not necessarily missing, 
sometimes they just forgot to call in, but it’s 
still necessary to go out and look; to vessels 
running aground; to a sinking, to being on 
fire, to people in the water.

When the Simushir broke down on the 
West Coast in 2014, a high risk was assessed 
and a plan developed to keep it the ship off 

by Rhonda Lee McIsaac

Photo: Haida Laas/Rhondal Lee M
cIsaac Cutline: Captain J. N

em
rava of the CCG

S Tanu. 

Being at sea continued on page 8
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engineering or navigation, you can start 
out as a deckhand or engine room assistant 
and build the required sea time as you learn 
on the job. Once you have the required sea 
time you can write the exams to obtain a 
Certificate of Competency. 

“So, if you’ve fished in the past or even 
done whale watching tours, any experience 
on the water is an asset to getting through the 
door and getting some more experience. It’s a 
great career choice,” he says .  

Another route is to go through the four-
year Coast Guard College in Sydney, Nova 
Scotia. “Once you graduate you’re guaranteed 

Haida Fisheries Guardians Taaxiou, Chris Hans, and summer student Ava Williams onboard the CCGS Tanu.

the rugged shore. At the time, the best thing 
to do was to keep the Simushir offshore. That 
was accomplished by the Gordon Reid until a 
commercial tug got on the scene.

Community engagement is also important 
to the Coast Guard, says Nemrava. Knowing 
what skills and knowledge a community has 
that the Coast Guard can call on is important, 
as is the opportunity to raise awareness about 
getting an education and working for the 
Coast Guard, he says.

“When there is an incident, we are drawing 
on those people with the local knowledge and 
we [ … ] work together. We have to know 
what they’re capable of and they have to 
know what we’re capable of. We also have to 
know what the communities offer”, he says. 

With a shared understanding of the 
capabilities that each other has, it makes for a 
more efficient and effective team effort during 
any incident. 

“One of the things we want to talk about 
[…] is to get people interested in the Coast 
Guard because we are always looking for 
people that have local knowledge and desire 
to be on the sea,” he says.  

There are three departments in which 
you can work or be assigned to: deck or 
navigation, engineering, and logistics. 

“The Deck department looks after all 
the gear on deck, running the boats and 
navigating the ship. In engineering they 
are looking after all the machinery down 
below to keep the ship moving. The logistics 
department looks after the crew because 
without the logistics department looking 
after and feeding the crew, and doing the 
housekeeping on the ship, we wouldn’t be 
very happy sailors and doing our jobs the way 
we should be,” says Nemrava.

“The primary requirements [to work 
for the Coast Guard is] to have Marine 
Emergency Duties qualifications; that is 
understanding the basic firefighting, survival 
skills onboard, and a basic first aid certificate, 
and then you have to do a marine medical 
to make sure you are fit to go to sea,” says 
Nemrava. 

Having your high school diploma and 
even a university degree is an asset. If you 
are interested in becoming an officer, either 

a position as an officer in the engine room 
or on deck depending on which stream you 
decide to take as you go through college.” 

“I’ve served for over 37 years” says the 
Captain. “In the 37 years I’ve been with the 
Coast Guard I’ve never regretted a day of 
it. It’s a great job and I encourage anybody 
that is interested in being on the water, and 
helping other people or being in the public 
service that there is not a better way to do it. 
You can combine all those things together and 
get to meet people in these communities, it’s 
fantastic!” he says. 

being at sea continued from page 7

Photo: Haida Laas/Rhondal Lee M
cIsaac 
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“Man overboard! Mock exercise!”, is 
called as a Canadian Coast Guard crewman 
jumped into the cold waters of Xaana 
Kaahlii GawGaay Skidegate Inlet near 
Xaayna Gwaay.yaay Maude Island. This 
radio call was only one component that saw 
joint search and rescue exercises completed 
this summer between the Council of the 
Haida Nation Fisheries Program and Haida 
Guardians, the Canadian Coast Guard, Parks 
Canada and the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police in Xaana Kaahlii GawGaay on a hot 
and sunny August day.

Each crew took turns hoisting three mock 
rescues out of the water; two wearing dry suits 
and one brave crewmate in a PFD. “Get in 
there! That’ll teach you to volunteer,” called 
Captain Jeff Nemrava, as crewman Forest 
launches himself into the water. Instant regret 
sets in the moment he bobs up from below the 
surface. “It’s okay, go away!”, he says, amid 
laughter from the various rescuers standing 
warm and dry on their boats. 

Sandspit Coast Guard station members 
were teaching the class how to rescue a person 
in the water and covered how to properly grab 
a PIW (person in water), how to communicate 
with them and to recover them as quickly and 
safely as possible. 

Each of the crew also practised towing 
a disabled vessel and coming along side 
a vessel in order to board it. Many other 
practical skills were shared and contributed to 
a successful day. Everything from attaching 
tow lines to the stern and bow of a disabled 
vessel, and splicing a tow rope so that it is 
strong enough to withstand high tension. 

Early in the day, the Coast Guard presented 
a mock search and rescue scenario that saw a 
45-foot boat with two crew and three guests 
onboard who were overdue from a fishing 
and eco tourism trip on the West Coast. An 
Incident Command post was established 
on the Coast Guard vessel with Taaiixou 
Robert Russ as the situation commander and 
coordinator. First off those involved in the 
mock rescue were briefed about the incident 
particulars, communications, personnel and 
resources available. There were two boats 
ready for the search and rescue mission as 
the Coast Guard crew was six hours away on 
another call. Search areas were clearly defined 
for the two boats and crew.

As each boat departed to run their 
search patterns, incident command relayed 
information to the search vessels. On each 
boat, there was one designated person in 
charge, navigator and searchers/observers. 

Man overboard!

Each vessel was 
required to check 
in every 20 minutes 
to give a situation 
report and location. 

The DFO vessel 
found the disabled 
cutter and relayed 
information about 
how the boat had 
experienced an 
explosion, but had 
found two crew 
members on board 
and that three guests 
were still missing 
but the rescuers did 
have the last known 
position of them. 
The rescued crew 
wanted to stay on 
board their vessel 
where they were 
anchored and were 
in no immediate 

danger. The DFO vessel continued on with 
the search for the three missing guests. 

Parks found one lost guest on land 
and called that in to the Tanu. Because 
he was hypothermic, the faster DFO boat 
was directed to take them to the Tanu, the 
designated medical facility. The DFO vessel 
met up with the Parks boat and took on the 
second missing guest and sped off towards 
Daajing Giids Queen Charlotte. 

There were a few more mock scenarios 
played out during this exercise and at 
the end of the day, onboard the Tanu, the 
debrief showed that the organizational 
structure was good with a couple of lapses in 
communication. 

Overall, all parties were happy with the 
opportunity to receive training and time to 
practise their skills and look forward to future 
opportunities. It also provided each agency an 
opportunity to see who and what is available 
in terms of search and rescue.    

While in Haida waters the Canadian Coast 
Guard Ship Tanu also took the opportunity 
to visit the Haida Heritage Centre and 
were toured through the facility by Haida 
Guardians Chris Hans and Taaiixou. 

'Man overboard' was called out a few times today as the Haida Fisheries Program and the Canadian Coast Guard joined Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans,  Parks Canada and the local RCMP in joint research and rescue exercises.   

Photo: Haida Laas/Rhondal Lee M
cIsaac 
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Sitting in the front of the Grand Hall at 
the Canadian Museum of History with a 
collection of Indigenous cultural material 
behind them, Carolyn Bennett, Minister 
of Indigenous and Northern Affairs; Jody 
Wilson-Raybould, Minister of Justice and 
Attorney General of Canada; and Patty Hajdu, 
Minister of Status of Women, announced the 
start of a national inquiry into missing and 
murdered Indigenous women and girls by 
introducing the inquiry commissioners. 

The announcement comes after the federal 
government gave notice in early December 
2015, that there would be an inquiry after 

MMIWG 
Commissioners will need strength
by Rhonda Lee McIsaac

Chief Commissioner, the 
Honourable Marion Buller

Commissioner Michèle Audette

Introducing the Commissioners

Provincial Court Judge, BC
Mistawasis First Nation, Saskatchewan 

The Honourable Judge Marion Buller was 
appointed the first female First Nations 
judge in British Columbia in 1994. She has 
an established legal career as a civil and 

Former President of Femmes au-
tochtones du Québec (Québec Native 
Women's Association)
Mani Utenam, Québec

Born to a French father and Innu mother, 
in the Innu community of Mani Utenam 
in Québec, Michèle Audette is a native 

years of public pressure. Following that 
announcement, a federal government panel 
travelled the country for three months 
gathering information which led to the design 
of this latest investigation.

Heading up the independent two-year 
inquiry is Marion Buller, BC's first female 
First Nations judge. Joining her are Michèle 
Audette, Qajaq Robinson, Marilyn Poitras 
and Brian Eyolfson. All commissioners are 
First Nations and have academic, legal, and 
community experience.  

September 1, the panel will begin 
examining factors that have contributed to 

the high rate of violence against Indigenous 
women and girls, and the systemic nature of 
those occurrences. The panel will also look 
at the practices police forces, governments, 
and coroner’s offices make to that complex 
situation.  

The inquiry is expected to conclude 
December 31, 2018 and will cost an estimated 
$53.8 million. Today’s announcement also 
includes an additional $16.17 million over 
four years to be spent across Canada on 
the formation of family information liaison 
units, and to increase funding for culturally 
appropriate victim services during the Inquiry.

criminal lawyer (1988-1994). Judge Buller 
served as both a director and president 
of Canada's Indigenous Bar Association 
and has been a member of the B.C. Police 
Commission and the Law Court Education 
Society. She was the Commission Counsel 
for the Caribou-Chilcotin Justice Inquiry and 
published reports and articles dealing with 
Aboriginal rights and legal services for First 
Nations in British Columbia. Judge Buller 
was instrumental in starting the First Nations 
Court of British Columbia in 2006.

Judge Buller received her bachelor's 
degree in anthropology from the University 
of Victoria, and went on to study law there as 
well. Judge Buller is currently resident in Port 
Coquitlam, British Columbia, where she sits 
on the Provincial Court Bench, but maintains 
band membership with the Mistawasis First 
Nation in Saskatchewan.
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Associate, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP
Iqaluit, Nunavut

Qajaq Robinson is a graduate of the Akitsiraq 
Law Program – a partnership between the 
University of Victoria and Nunavut Arctic 
College. Born in Iqaluit and raised in Igloolik, 
Ms. Robinson is a strong Northern advocate, 
who is fluent in Inuktitut and English . 
She articled at Maliiganik Tukisiiniakvik, 
clerked with judges of the Nunavut Court of 
Justice under the Chief Justice  at the time, 
Beverley Browne, and then became a Crown 
prosecutor who worked the circuit court in 
Nunavut for four years.

Ms. Robinson is presently an Associate 
with Borden Ladner Gervais LLP in Ottawa, 
Ontario, where she works on Team North, 
a multi-disciplinary team of 70 lawyers 
who do a variety of work for First Nation 
communities in the northern parts of central 
and western provinces and the territories.  
She has worked on a wide range of issues 

Commissioner Qajaq Robinson

Assistant Professor
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Marilyn Poitras was appointed Assistant 
Professor in the College of Law, at University 
of Saskatchewan in 2009. She obtained her 
L.L.M from Harvard and her L.L.B from the 
University of Saskatchewan.

Prior to being appointed Assistant 
Professor, her professional life was a fusion of 
law, governance, community and institutional 
education. Her expertise and passion is 
around constitutional/Aboriginal law with a 
life study of customary laws. Ms. Poitras was 
a Native Court Worker and moved into the 
area of constitutional law after articling with 
the Saskatchewan Department of Justice. She 
has developed a number of legal education 
initiatives, including the precursor to the 
Akitsiraq Law School in Nunavut, where 
she has been a professor, and the Indigenous 
People's Resource Management Program at 
the University of Saskatchewan.

Ms. Poitras has worked in private 
practice and litigated in every level of court 
in Canada. She has significant experience 
in the development of self government 
with the Beaufort Delta Agreement, treaty 
implementation with the Federation of 
Saskatchewan Indian Nations Treaty Table 
Justice Portfolio as well as the revisions to the 
Saskatchewan Métis Election Process. Ms. 
Poitras also works on CIDA funded research 

Commissioner Marilyn Poitras

Acting Deputy Director, Ministry of 
Aboriginal Affairs, Legal Services
Couchiching First Nation, Ontario

Brian Eyolfson holds a B.Sc. in psychology, 
an L.L.B from Queen's University and an 
L.L.M, specializing in administrative law, 
from Osgoode Hall Law School.

Mr. Eyolfson was called to the Bar 
of Ontario in 1994 and has served as a 
Senior Staff Lawyer with Aboriginal Legal 
Services in Toronto and as Counsel to the 
Ontario Human Rights Commission .  He 
was Counsel to Aboriginal Legal Services 
of Toronto at the Ipperwash Inquiry, and 
practiced human rights, Aboriginal and 
administrative law before a variety of 
tribunals and courts. He is a Vice Chair 
with the Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario, 
where he adjudicated and mediated human 
rights applications, from 2007 to 2016. Mr. 
Eyolfson is currently acting as the Deputy 
Director in the Legal Services Branch of the 
Ontario Ministry of Indigenous Relations 
and Reconciliation.

Commissioner Brian Eyolfson

long-time Innu speaker. She began her 
political career very early having been 
elected one of the youngest-ever Presidents 
of the Québec Native Women's Association 
(QNWA), a Native Women's Association 
of Canada member organization, where she 
has advocated actively to support women's 
issues. She was instrumental in helping 
Ecole Nationale D'Administration Publique 
create an innovative program in the field of 
Aboriginal public policy. Additionally, from 
2004-2009, Ms. Audette served as Deputy 
Minister at the provincial Secretariat of the 
Status of Women in Québec. She was the 
recipient of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee 
Medal in 2012.

on ancestral domain and land conflict in 
Central Mindanao. Ms. Poitras is also the 
film producer of 7 Minutes, a film about 
an Indigenous woman from Saskatchewan 
who was stalked and chased. She is also the 
editor of numerous Elder's books for various 
First Nations in Saskatchewan who tell their 
own stories of life, residential school and 
traditional teachings.

affecting Indigenous rights. Most recently, 
Ms. Robinson worked as legal counsel at 
the Specific Claims Tribunal, travelling to 
First Nations communities across Canada. In 
addition, Ms. Robinson is the Vice President 
of Tungasuvvingat Inuit, a not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to providing cultural 
and wellness programs to Inuit in Ottawa.
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When the tide goes out, we fetch our buckets 
and shovels and head for the t’aanuu eelgrass 
meadows, where we hunt for ḵ’ust’an crabs 
and dig for kyuu clams. In the spring, iinang 
herring coat the t’aanuu with their eggs, and 
there are always many creatures to see resting, 
feeding, and mating between the piles of long 
green leaves.

As well as providing an abundance of 
seafood, vegetated coastal ecosystems such 
as t’aanuu meadows help prevent shoreline 
erosion, improve water quality by trapping 
and settling sediments, and – as has been 
recently discovered – capture and store 
large amounts of carbon dioxide or CO2, 
the greenhouse gas that is contributing 
significantly to global climate change. This 
last characteristic is notable because by 
storing or “sequestering” CO2, ecosystems 
such as t’aanuu meadows, saltwater marshes, 

kelp forests, and mangroves play an 
underappreciated role in mitigating climate 
change.

Recent research has also concluded 
that “blue carbon” ecosystems may be 
even more valuable for long-term climate 
change mitigation than land-based carbon 
sequestering ecosystems such as boreal, 
temperate, or tropical forests. While lush 
Amazonian rainforests may be the first thing 
that comes to mind when thinking about the 
sequestration of CO2, it turns of that “blue 
carbon” ecosystems can be up to ten times 
more effective at sequestering CO2 than their 
land-based counterparts. They are also able 
to capture carbon for far longer – while a 
forest’s retention of carbon can be measured 
in centuries, “blue carbon” ecosystems 
frequently retain massive stores of carbon for 
millennia.

The ability of marine ecosystems to store 
large amounts of carbon in leaves, roots, 
and sediments over long time spans has a 
downside, however. When these ecosystems 
are degraded or destroyed, they not only 
stop capturing and storing carbon – they 
also release their massive stores of carbon 
into the atmosphere. And because humans 
overwhelmingly live by or near the coast, 
these ecosystems are at high risk of being 
degraded by coastal development, dredging, 
draining, road construction, deforestation, 
agricultural runoff and untreated sewage 
disposal. Currently, it is estimated that 
over one third of the area of blue carbon 
ecosystems has disappeared over the course 
of the twentieth century, and the current rate 
of destruction ranges between 0.7 and 7% 
annually.

Global studies have shown that when 
protected, these ecosystems are able to 
avoid the loss the blue carbon ecosystems. 
Today, t’aanuu meadows alone cover 983 
km or twenty-one percent of Haida Gwaii’s 
coastline. The CHN-BC Haida Gwaii Marine 
Plan recommends the protection of the 
majority of the archipelago’s coastline.* In 
addition, the Marine Plan contains objectives 
and strategies related to the protection of 
“blue carbon” ecosystems, including a 
strategy that directs the partners to design a 
network of marine protected areas that will 
increase ecosystem resilience.

To support the implementation of this 
strategy, the Council of the Haida Nation 
recently engaged in the MPA network 
planning process for the Northern Shelf 
Bioregion, which includes Haida Gwaii and 
its surrounding waters. Earlier work done by 
the planning partners to identify marine areas 
for protection is expected to make important 
contributions to the development of the 
Northern Shelf Bioregion network.

For more information on the MPA 
Network planning process for the Northern 
Shelf Bioregion check out the website at 
http://mpanetwork.ca/bcnorthernshelf/.

*Gwaii Haanas makes up an additional 
7.5% of the Haida Gwaii Marine Plan area 
but is not included as part of the Marine Plan 
zoning as the area is being addressed through 
a separate planning process.

EELGRASS EATS CO2
Why protecting, restoring and creating “blue 
carbon” ecosystems is important for the planet
by Molly Clarkson

Photo: Haida Laas



October 2016

13

Our ancestors made 
these marks

Haida carvers create a facsimile of the house frontal pole in 1939.

by Graham Richard

Over two centuries ago a Haida leader of 
Yáadaas, a Kuusdek Eagle clan, set out with 
family and friends in three canoes to round 
the southern end of Prince of Wales Island. As 
the sleek canoes went travelling along Xyuu 
southeast wind suddenly came up and struck 
them, driving them on to the island’s southern 
shore and destroying the canoes. 

The Yáadaas clan leader demanded that 
Xyuu pay for his offense, telling him there 
would be no problem if he left three whales 
on the beach by the following morning. 
Because the wind failed to make retribution 

for the destroyed canoes, the leader instead 
took one of Xyuu’s Tlingit names as 
compensation, Son-I-hat.

After the first Son-I-hat passed on, his 
nephew Kóyongxung, born in 1829, took 
and carried the name. The new hereditary 
leader of the Yáadaas Eagles had at least 
three children including Tákimash, Xakhú, 
and Shidla aówa kinás. His family derived its 
wealth of houses, monumental poles, gold, 
and slaves by transporting furs from around 
the northern Gulf of Alaska and Kodiak 
Island to California. This involved extensive 

business with the Hudson’s Bay Company in 
Lax Kw'alaams. In addition, Son-I-Hat carved 
silver and gold.

Son-I-Hat’s household had settled at the 
original Gasa’aan Old Kasaan village site 
sometime before 1860 and as early as the 
early 1700s. There they lived with numerous 
other families in a town whose name means 
‘pretty place’ or ‘town on a rock’ in Tlingit. 
The village swelled to include up to 500 
people in 18 lodges with up to 60 poles.

ancestors continued on page 14

U.S. Forest Service Archives #151_1939
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After Haayhiilas the smallpox epidemic 
of 1862 struck the community, Son-I-Hat left 
the old village at the mouth of Polk Inlet to 
live close to a Christian mission on a point 13 
km to the north in neighbouring Kasaan Bay. 
The disease had left its victims throughout the 
old village both inside and outside of houses, 
having reduced the community’s population 
of up to 500 to about 80 people. Even so the 
promises of education, medicine, and religion 
were not enough to overcome the deep 
reservations many Haida maintained towards 
living in the company of missionaries.

To convince his remaining family to join 
him at the new site, Son-I-Hat constructed 
a new house in 1880. Náay I’waans, was 
nicknamed the “Whale House” or “House 
Without Nails”. The house was constructed 
according to traditional techniques, and all 
the houses that come after it in Gasa’aan were 
built in the new, style which included Western 

elements. Later a copper-mine, sawmill, post 
office, store, and cannery sprang up nearby 
and by 1902 all the citizens of the community 
had relocated from the old village site.

The incorporation of western-style doors 
and windows became common practice 
towards the end of the 1800s and Náay 
I’waans was no exception. When it was 
first constructed four double-hung windows 
and a stock panel door were included as 
contemporary features. The Victorian-
style sliding windowpanes and rectangular, 
compartmentalized doors characterize the 
traditional English construction of buildings 
like 10 Downing Street in London. The 
remainder of the house was of traditional 
Haida design and built entirely from Red 
cedar, which is favoured for its durability, 
lightness, large size, and ease of working and 
splitting.

Náay I’waans is roughly 45’ long, 45’ 
wide and 25’ tall. The 2025 square-foot 
home sheltered a family of 31 or 32 people, 
including two male slaves belonging to Son-
I-Hat’s wife and one female slave belonging 
to Son-I-Hat. In 1891, 28 years after the 
American Emancipation Proclamation, which 
changed the technical legal status of slaves 
within United States borders to ‘free’, Son-I-

Hat adopted the three children of his former 
slaves. Between Son-I-Hat and his wife, the 
household spoke three languages; Xaad Kil, 
Sm'algyax Tsimshian, and Chinook.

Haida-style houses are built by lock-and-
key, a construction method that remains 
foundational in modern longhouses like 
Tluu Xaadaa Naay in Gaaw and HlGaagilda 
Xaayda Kil Naay in HlGaagilda. This 
technique provided Náay I’waans with its 
second nickname, House Without Nails.

Like most Haida longhouses, Náay 
I’waans is based around four large corner 
poles, the front most of which are called gáats 
uncarved support poles. Across the tops of 
these, from the front to the back of the house, 
run tsán skágat support posts. Supportive 
cross beams run horizontally on top of these. 
Large split cedar shakes are then placed on 
the roof and secured with heavy stones, logs, 
or line. Finally split cedar planks are slotted 
into sills along the sides of the house, creating 
walls. Naay xíilaas, a wide and tall cedar 
chimney tops the structure, funneling smoke 
from the home’s central fire.

Inside the house, an excavated square 
called a da’ay contains a fire and forms the 
centre of the house. In each corner of the 
da’ay a triangular cupboard contains dishes. 

Haida settled at the original village-site of Gasa’aan between 1700 and 1850. Here the old village is pictured after the 
families moved to the community’s present location.Son-I-Hat (Kóyongxung) seated before a naaxiin blanket.

ancestors continued from page 13
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Those inside can exit the house through 
the centered front door or a side-door near 
the front right corner. When it was first 
constructed outbuildings included a lean-to 
and root cellar behind the house.

The members of the family slept on a 
raised, square cedar platform that wrapped 
around the da’ay. They occupied traditional 
positions within the house. Son-I-Hat, his 
daughter, and his wife stayed against the 

farthest wall. Lower-ranking family members 
slept on the planks in the middle of the house 
and the family’s two slaves stayed at the 
threshold beside the front door.

The original house had four carved, 
monumental poles, all of which survive 
today. The oldest came from an earlier clan-
house and was commissioned or carved by a 
previous hereditary leader sometime before 
1880. The undated masterwork still serves 

as the monumental centerpiece of the home. 
Head House Totem faces the front door with 
its back against the far wall.

To recognize the new house the family 
hosted a five-day ‘waahlGahl potlatch 
where witnesses received gifts including 
wool blankets. The visitors raised the main 
structural members and the genealogical pole. 
The remainder of the work came later. This 
was only the first in a series of potlatches the 
clan provided for their community, one of 
which cost Son-I-Hat over $20,000, a sum 
roughly equivalent to a half-million dollars in 
modern coin.

Son-I-Hat passed on at age 83 on January 
18, 1912. Since his passing the community 
has maintained and restored the heirlooms 
he left to Gasa’aan as lasting monuments. 
Today, 136 years after its construction, 
the community is preparing to rededicate 
the building on September 3, 2016. The 
celebration will bring an end to three years of 
restoration.

This isn’t the first time the longhouse 
was refurbished. By 1938 wet and windy 
coastal weather had left the landmark in 
a state of disrepair. Only the four corner-
posts, roof beams, house posts, and bit of 
framing remained. At the time the Civilian 
Conservation Corps worked with Haida 
craftsmen to help restore the house. The 
undertaking involved a crew of up to 20 
people, including eight Haida carvers and 
carpenters.

In contrast, the crew that tackled the 
project in 2013 involved just four core team-
members; Gitajang Glen “Stormy” Hamar 
along with apprentices St’igíinii Harley 
Holter-Bell, Ya'áats Tl'úutsiyaa  Eric Hamar, 
and Justin Hendricks. This time, the effort 
was led by the Organized Village of Kasaan 
and the Kasaan Haida Heritage Foundation, a 
nonprofit established by Kavilco Inc.

As the crew began work on the project 
they realized that, even though Naay I’waans’ 
southeastern front faced the wind and water 
and had suffered from the most weathering, 
much of the rest of the building remained 
useable. Sound construction methods had 

The original century-old house frontal pole was brought to the new village site from in front of the old home in Gasa’aan.
ancestors continued on page 16

Photo: Ketchikan M
useum

 #91-8-161



Haida Laas - Newsletter of the Council of the Haida Nation

16

preserved the building well over its 75-year 
run, and the team incorporated as much 
of the original materials as possible in the 
refurbishment. To preserve the original parts 
of the home the crew carefully dismantled its 
tongue and groove construction and restored 
the heirloom piece-by-piece.

In some places rot was in the tongue-and-
groove, and fallen planks had let the weather 
inside. Where weathering had made lumber 
unrecoverable the workers hand-adzed new 
material to replace it. Logs purchased from 
and donated by Sealaska, Alaska Mental 
Health Trust, and the U.S. Forest Service 
were transformed into four brand new corner 
posts and a reshaked roof.

The carvers of the insect world had also 
been working industriously when the crew 
found the poles inside the house had been 
weakened and hollowed out. In 1940, the first 
renovators had added Yellow cedar logs as 
supports for the gaats. Seventy-five years later 
assiduous arthropods had accumulated around 
30 gallons of powdery frass. To dry the poles 
and rid them of insects workers surrounded 
them with wire frames, wrapped them in 
plastic, and heated them to above 50ºC for 
over 30 minutes to kill the insects.

With tenacity, dedication and some 
serious problem-solving over the three year 
refurbishment, the small crew brought their 
efforts to completion in the spring of 2016. 
Now the 75-person community of Gasa’an 

is preparing to host the Naay 
I’waans rededication this 
September 3 and are expecting 
canoes full of people to arrive 
from up and down the coast. 

“Náay I’waans, the 
longhouse I have the privilege 
of working on every day, is a 
beacon of light to our culture 
and has been since its original 
building,” said St’igíinii Harley 
Holter-Bell. “This house has 
followed our community 
through time. In that time it has 
been a symbol not just of our 
community's power, but of the 
kind of power that we want to 
celebrate. Our power comes 
from our history, our creativity, 
and our skill, and especially 
from our connection to our 
ancestors.”

The interior of Naay I’waans, completely refurbished after its 2016 renovations.

James Peele, a descendant of Son-I-Hat, stands before Head House Totem 
before the reconstruction of Naay I’waans in 1938.

ancestors continued from page 15

U.S. Forest Service Archives Im
age #185_1939

Credit Unlisted. Source: Kavilco archive
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Forty people squeezed into Sk’aadaa 
Nee Chief Matthews School Library on 
Wednesday September 14 to hear Kung 
Jaadee Roberta Kennedy read from her just 
published children’s book, Raven’s Feast, 
illustrated by Jessika Von Innerebner. A 

Raven’s Feast a 
Delightful Success

Haida language teacher at Sk’aadaa Nee, 
Kung Jaadee is a celebrated gyaahlaang 
leeyga storyteller, in the community of 
Gaaw Old Massett. 

Publisher Teddy Anderson and founder 
of Medicine Wheel Education, introduced 

the event and according to his companies 
website, “All content of Medicine Wheel 
Education [books have] been written and/or 
approved by First Nation’s Elders. We know 
that these cultural stories will make a positive 
difference in the world of education. 

Kung Jaadee, wearing her guulaang 
gya’dad button blanket and carrying a 
guujaaw drum, began by introducing herself 
in Xaad Kil, identifying herself, her clan, and 
family members. She spoke to her experience 
as a gyaahlaang leeyga, how she has been 
telling Gyaahlaang Xaadas Haida stories, 
across the country for the past twenty years. 
Kung Jaadee noted that when she felt isolated 
and lonely for her homeland, storytelling 
would connect her to Haida Gwaii. She 
further explained that she dedicated Raven’s 
Feast, her first published book, to her three 
children, who had often traveled along with 
her as she shared these stories. 

At the “reading”, Kung Jaadee elected 
to tell the story of Raven’s Feast instead 
of doing a reading from the book as is 
traditional. She began by saying “Awaahl 
Gagwiiiiiii” A long time ago, “to a time 
before there was light…” Kung Jaadee held 
the audience rapt as she told of the adventure 
of Nang Kilslas, Raven, and how he creates 
the world and then discovers he is lonely. 
Yaahl, Raven, decides to invite all the people 
of the world to his feast and what happens 
at the end is a special surprise that you must 
read the book to find out!

Kung Jaadee finished the story by singing, 
“We get together to sing great,” a song 
composed by SGalanglaay Vern Williams Jr. 
Anderson then joined her and described his 
appreciation of Kung Jaadee and her gift of 
storytelling, saying that her stories convey 
lessons that are “simple but profound, in a 
way a child can understand”. Anderson ended 
the evening by providing Kung Jaadee a 
handful of pens, so she could treat those who 
bought her book with a signing.  

Raven’s Feast is a book for everyone 
on Haida Gwaii and can be found locally 
or through the website < medicinewheel.
education >. 

by Jaskwaan Bedard

Photo: Haida Laas/Rhondal Lee M
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English: Chicken of the Woods
Latin: sulphureus  
Chicken of the Woods mushroom cap (pileus) 
can be 2-20 inches across from 1/8 - 1 in. 
thick flat caps. L. sulphureus is bright orange 
to salmon or orange-yellow on top with 
a bright yellow margin. The spores are a 
bright yellow sulphur colour underneath the 
cap. The flesh of the mushroom is white or 
yellowish and if it has gills it is not a Chicken 
of the Woods mushroom.

The mushroom usually grows on dead 
wood at the base of a tree in overlapping 
brackets or bunches. It can also be found on 

what appear to be live trees but shows that the 
tree is slowly dying and beginning to rot. 

 To cook it, cut the ‘chicken’ into small 
pieces and blanche, sauté, fry or bake them.  
When cooked, it looks like chicken, hence 
its name.

‘Chickens’ are not just for eating. You 
can also use the caps for dyeing wool, some 
fabrics, or paper. You can get a nice yellow 
orange colour from the fungi. 

Keen eyes spotted these mushrooms on the 
wooden ship hulls of the British Naval Fleet 
but not before some rot damage was done by 
these parasitic fungi.  

Expect the unexpected when trying these 

Hlk’inxid skaawl
mushrooms by only eating a little bit of the 
mushroom first to see how you react. When 
picking pay attention to what type of tree it is 
growing on because the fungi may absorb oils 
from cedars, pine/spruce, which can cause a 
reaction. If you are unsure, do not pick it or 
eat it. 

by Rhonda Lee McIsaac

Hlk’inxid skaawl growing on kayd. 

Photo: Haida Laas/Rhonda Lee M
cIsaac
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While industry touts the carcinogenic 
chemical Corexit as an effective dispersant to 
clean up oil-spills, there is a lot of scientific 
evidence showing it spreads harm and 
increases toxicity in the ocean. 

Canada’s Minister of the Environment 
Catherine McKenna signed off on the 
necessary adjustments to the Regulations 
Establishing a List of Spill-treating Agents 
which is part of the Canada Oil and Gas 
Operations Act to induct Corexit into 
Canada’s list of acceptable oil-spill dispersants 
on May 19, 2016.

The new regulations build on Harper’s 
2015 Bill C-22. Should there be an oil spill 
in Haida territorial waters the regulations 
will now allow oil companies to spray as 
much Corexit into Siigaay Hecate Strait and 
Dixon Entrance or along Daawxuusda the 
west coast of Haida Gwaii as the companies 
determined would result in a ‘net gain’ for 
the environment.

Corexit gained notoriety when British 
Petroleum spread 7 million litres of it to help 
disperse the 5.4 million barrels of oil that was 

Worst case scenario
gushing from the seafloor during the 2010 
Deepwater Horizon spill in Chahta territory

At the time industry argued spreading 
Corexit helps bacteria break down oil. This 
claim was followed by a slew of scientific 
studies that show it actually worsens toxicity, 
spreads pollution, makes oil harder to clean 
up, and harder to break down. .

Throughout 2012, various institutions 
published studies showing Corexit increases 
the irreversible damage of oil spills. Georgia 
Tech found Corexit made oil-spills 52 times 
more toxic. The Mote Marine Laboratory 
demonstrated that, on its own, the chemical is 
toxic enough to destroy corals even at a low 
concentration of 0.86 parts per million. The 
University of South Florida found Corexit 
facilitates toxins as they seep into human skin, 
making the chemical impossible to wash off. 
It similarly causes oil to soak into shorelines 
where it is harder to break down and recover, 
and can find its way into drinking water. The 
same study found that, contrary to industry 
claims, Corexit makes it harder for microbes 
to consume oil naturally.

by Graham Richard

Corexits ineffectiveness in regular wave 
conditions and temperatures under 10°C, 
guarantees its ineffectiveness if an oil spill 
were to occur in Haida territorial waters, 
which average 5°C. For the oil it does 
disperse, clean up crews have found it makes 
it near impossible to contain and recover the 
treated oil. Instead the chemicals spread oil 
spreads through the water column. In the 
Gulf of Mexico this has created lingering 
oil plumes that sweep through the ocean’s 
mid-region, leaving dead areas in the ocean 
behind them.

“The best way to way to prevent oil spills 
is to finalize a moratorium on tanker traffic,” 
said the President of the Haida Nation kil 
tlaats ‘gaa (Peter Lantin). “It doesn’t make 
sense to approve a chemical which studies 
show only make matters worse. We have 
been working with a government that has 
promised to keep increased tanker traffic 
off our coast, that is our focus, and we will 
continue this process to ensure a moratorium 
is put in place.”
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HAIDA
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
October 18, 19, 20, 21

Lunch will be provided.
For more information please contact 250.559.4468

Gaaw Old Massett Community Hall
9:00 am to 4:30 pm


