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All persons of Haida ancestry who are sixteen (16) years
of age are eligible to nominate candidates or run for office.

Election Dates
Advanced poll: Saturday, December 5, 2015
Regular poll: Saturday, December 12, 2015
Time: 9:00 am to 9:00 pm

Polling Stations
Old Massett
Adult Day Program - 510 Nannii Street
Skidegate
Council of the Haida Nation office - #1 Reservoir Rd.
Prince Rupert
Highliner Hotel - 815 First Avenue West
Vancouver
Vancouver Pentecostal Church - 304 East 26th Avenue

Mail-in ballots

Any Haida citizens that reside outside of Skidegate, Old
Massett, Vancouver or Prince Rupert can provide their
mailing address to the Chief Electoral Officer and they
will be sent the mail-in ballot package for the Executive
positions of President and Vice-president.

For further information

Please contact Jennifer Russ, Chief Electoral Officer
elections@haidanation.com

Photos courtesy Ethnological Museum, Berlin, Germany
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The Candidates
President

Skidegate Regional

Brown, Ronald
Skil Hiilans Davidson, Allan
kil tlaats ‘gaa Lantin, Peter
Kilnaagins Mills, Robert

Gaagwiis Alsop, Jason
Kung Xangajii Cowpar, Shawn
Huux Crosby, Percy
Luu Xxydals Jones, Sascha
Pollard, Gilbert
Daal Skil Pryce Jr, Randy
Guud Yuwans Russ, William

Vice-president
Campbell, Christopher
Ginn wadluu un uula isdaa ayaagang
Russ, Trevor

Old Massett Regional
Kung Xyaalas Bellis, Tyler
Kaad Giidee Bennett, Robert
Xylang Jaad Xylaa Brown, Leslie
Guudee gud dlayya Collison, Vince
Davis, Robert
Grosse, Stephen
Kerrigan, Bernard
Guulee Samuels, Cynthia
Williams, Judy

Prince Rupert Regional
Kaakuns Collison, Pansy
Goot-Ges McEvoy, Patrika
Setso, Amos
Lihlgeegaa Smith, Roger

Vancouver Regional
Yagahixs Edenshaw, Shawn
Smith, David
Giinowaan Swanson, Ernest
Williams, Andrew

Please note: All candidates were offered space in Haida Laas to provide a message to citizens of the nation.
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Candidates - President

Ronald Brown • Skil Hiilans Allan Davidson • kil tlaats ‘gaa Peter Lantin • Kilnaagins Robert Mills
and monitoring to protect resources from over
harvesting. Revitalize the restocking, repairs
of our rivers and creeks. All commercial
fisheries must be monitored: geoduck, urchin,
shrimp, crab, kelp, and salmon.
Energy: Overview of all current and potential
projects with public.
Mining: Haida owned.
Haida Child and Family Services: Ensure
that they are on track.
Youth and Elder Care

Ron Brown

Haida Laas,
It has been 18 years since I was President,
I have gained a lot of experience since:
negotiating, agreements, Haida Accord with
the Chiefs, Councils, CHN, Launched the
TFL 39 case. Chief Councilor four years:
created New Town and first 20 houses,
apartment building, and new sewage
treatment plant. Successfully negotiated with:
Village of Masset, Port Clements, Northern
Health Authority, and the Province to put
hospital on reserve. Worked to bring the 24
million dollar - South Moresby Forestry
Account (Athlii Gwaii Fund) back to Haida
Gwaii, which is now worth 40 million
dollars. Worked with the North West Coast
Treaty Table for four years; helped launch the
Aboriginal Forest Industry Council.

Gwaii Trust/Athlii Gwaii Fund: Short and
long-term Haida goals.
I am ready and willing to put the time
and effort into building a future, protecting
our way of life, we can accomplish a lot,
but we need unity of both Band Councils,
Chiefs, and CHN. Let’s take control of our
resources together.
Haaw’a to all those who have put their
names forward, and Haida nation for
listening, and good luck to all. •

Problems to be addressed:
Haida Governance – CHN, Band Council,
Chiefs: Haida Accord, Unity, Trust,
Accountability, Management of all resources.
HaiCo – Accountability, Haida jobs, move
corporation home to Haida Gwaii.
Forestry – No consulting, no value-added,
need access to harvesting, silviculture,
salvaging, firewood and where is the ecobased management Taan Forest spoke about?
Ministry of Forest is failing in their mandate.
Fishing: Food, commercial fisheries must be
managed for all users, proper management

Skil Hiilans
Allan Davidson

My name is Skil Hiilans Allan Davidson.
I was born and raised on Haida Gwaii.
My mother Annie Davidson and our clan,
St’langng Lanaas Ravens of Kun.gyaalan
‘lngee Kungeilang village honoured me with
my position and name at a potlatch in 2012.
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My father is Chief Ihldiinii Alfred Davidson
of the K’owas branch of the Sta’stas Eagles of
K’yuusda ‘lngee Kiusta village.
The strength of the Haida nation comes
from our people working together. The
successes we have achieved are the results of
strategic forward thinking, always striving to
exercise sovereignty and maintain the land
and our culture.
I am seeking your support to carry out the
good work of the people. When I am outside
of Haida Gwaii representing our Haida Laas
I will do it honourably and respectfully while
maintaining our STRONG position as a
Haida nation.
Our nation, once again, is at a cross roads,
I see us moving ahead with our rights and title
case and managing our own lands and waters.
With the Roger William Tsilhqot’in case,
it is evident that the Haida nation has one
of the strongest aboriginal title cases, more
importantly we have never surrendered our
lands or waters. We have a decision to make
together: Move ahead with our case in court
or engage with the new Liberal Government
on title. This will be one of the first major
decisions we will need to make once the new
Haida government is in place.
We need to also look at how our economic
development companies are operating
to ensure we are getting more jobs to the
Haida people on-Island to promote a strong
local economy, and I will ensure a stronger
oversight of the corporation so that it benefits
both Skidegate and Old Massett.
Finally, we will be working to implement
our energy plan through two streams:
Demand side management, and energy
production through green renewable
technology, of which there are many options
to consider. We need to make an informed
decison while maintaining Haida values. •
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Candidates - President

Ronald Brown • Skil Hiilans Allan Davidson • kil tlaats ‘gaa Peter Lantin • Kilnaagins Robert Mills

kil tlaats ‘gaa
Peter Lantin

Xaadaa Gwaay. Dii uu Gaw xaadaagang.
Ga yaahl aas guusuu dii kwa’laagang.
Kun laanaas uu iijang. Ethel Jones dii
naan uu iijang. Tillie Orr dii ‘aw uu iijang.
Kil tlaats’gaa hinu dii kyaang.
As your President for the past three years,
it has been challenging and rewarding and
it’s been an experience I discovered you can
never really prepare for. Some people view
our national election as a popularity contest,
or, whose family is the largest? This was
obviously not the case last election when I
was acclaimed President. The way it went
last time also illustrates how challenging the
job is and it’s good to see others seeking this
very important position. I stepped up three
years ago and I believe I have proven myself
capable of handling the responsibility. I am
now seeking your support for another term.
Over that time, I have found the three
most important factors to being President are
true dedication, a solid commitment to the
nation, and the ability to speak for the nation.
These are qualities I possess. I also finish
what I start. Even through tough times I have
remained committed to the job and I have
done my best to speak well on behalf of the
nation, whether it was during the Simushir
incident, the Enbridge hearings or at cultural
and community events.
Being President has been a very steep
learning curve, (Guujaaw was President

for 13 years!) and, it has taken time for the
Council and I to get traction, but we have,
and among our many accomplishments
is a more inclusive and open approach to
governing the nation. We are at a crossroads.
With the change in the Canadian government,
optimism has returned, and we need to hit the
road running in 2016 – there is opportunity
and we need to keep our momentum. It
will be a step backwards if we are to start
over with a new President and I believe the
continuity of re-electing myself is in the best
interest of the nation right now.
If elected, I will continue to oversee a
transparent and accountable Council, continue
to engage and work with our youth, keep
providing support and resources to Haida
language, and strike the balance of growing
our economic aspirations while ensuring our
principles and values are upheld. •

Kilnaagins
Robert Mills

My Haida name is Kilnaagins, my English
name is Robert Mills. I am of the Skidegate
Gidins (Eagle) Clan, also known as the
Naa’Yuu’ans Xaaydaga. My mother is
Juanita (Netta) Mills (Wilson) of Skidegate,
my father is the late Jim Mills of Vancouver,
my Nuni and Chini are the late Lydia and
Jimmy Wilson of Skidegate.
I am honoured to be nominated for the
seat of President in the Council of the Haida
Nation’s (CHN) 2015 election. I want to
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assure every Haida that I am committed to
this position, the responsibilities and will
fulfill all obligations associated with it.
Over the last three years I have been active
in developing and implementing training
to employment strategies for First Nations
communities and organizations throughout
the Northwest and Interior of BC. In doing so
it became apparent to me that the three Haida
governments (CHN, OMVC, SBC) need
to start working as one. We need to begin
long range planning in relation to: Funding
opportunities, Child & Family Services,
economic development, education, health,
and housing for on- and off-reserve Haida’s.
We need to provide support and
collaboration on our economic development
initiatives as these will create employment for
our people. We can achieve more in working
collaboratively as success belongs and comes
to everyone when we work together.
Open, honest and transparent communication is paramount, we hear it time and
time again, our people want to know what is
happening. Communication is important for
every citizen, no matter where they live. Our
people need to know what is happening, to
be informed and get involved. Our leadership
needs to be accessible and respond to all
inquiries, to do otherwise is unprofessional.
I have the experience, proven leadership
and decades of public service. I have lead
diversification and innovation in the local
economy and I advocate for all Haidas. I
am alway available to listen your concerns,
discuss our vision for the future and explore
new possibilities. •
Check out the results of
the election on Facebook Council of the Haida Nation.
Don’t forget to like the
page to keep up to date on
all Haida nation news! or,
check out haidanation.ca
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Candidates - Vice-president
Christopher Campbell • Ginn wadluu un uula isdaa ayaagang Trevor Russ

Ginn wadluu un uula isdaa ayaagang
Trevor Russ

Good People,
With the support of my family I am
honored to accept the nomination and let
my name stand to be re-elected to the office
of Vice-president of the Haida Nation for a
second term.
I take pride in the time I commit to
implement the roles, responsibilities, policies
and processes that are in place to guide the
work of this council, to work on behalf of the

citizens of our great nation. As your Vicepresident, it will be my duty to keep our
council on the right path and that the work
being done is in accordance with our beliefs
and traditions in pursuit of our goals for
the Haida nation. Over the past three years
our council has done great work and by
no means is the work complete. There will
always be more to be done to continue to
build a solid foundation for our children to
follow in our footsteps.
My commitment for the next three years
is to continue with what I believed to be
priorities during the last three years: Haida
Title case moving forward, continued support
for Haida language initiatives, improving on
the communication with our village councils,
hereditary chiefs and all citizens; securing
our rights and place to make a living from the
ocean that surrounds us.
I am committed to overseeing the
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development of our policies that will be
brought to the House of Assembly floor for
debate by our citizens before being voted
on, to continue the work on the sociocultural well-being of our communities
with children and families at the center, by
working with our communities to develop
a plan that includes the peoples’ vision and
goals for healthy communities, to sitting with
our hereditary chiefs, matriarchs and band
councils to discuss how we can improve our
governance processes to allow us to move
forward together as the Haida nation.
With the experience, knowledge and skills
that I have gained as a regional representative
and Vice-president, along with the traditional
teachings from my naanii, tsinnii, aunties
and uncles I believe I will continue to be a
positive leader for the Haida nation. •
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Candidates - Prince Rupert Regional
Kaakuns Pansy Collison • Goot-Ges Patrika McEvoy • Amos Setso • Lihlgeegaa Roger Smith

Kaakuns
Pansy Collison

My Haida name is Kaakuns, which means
keeper of our clan history. I was born and
raised in Old Massett and currently I am
living and have been teaching in Prince
Rupert for the past 23 years.
I have an advanced education which
includes: Degree in General Studies,
Teacher's Degree, Adult Instructor Diploma,
Post Baccalaureate Diploma, Small Business
Management Certificate and Masters Degree
in Curriculum and Instruction. My education
is balanced with an extensive Haida
knowledge of our culture, traditions, stories
and language.
My Haida teachers were my nonny
Amanda Edgars and my mother the late
Gertie White who taught me how to weave,

x

PRINCE RUPERT
POLLING STATION

Highliner Hotel
815 First Avenue West

sing Haida songs and speak our Haida
language in a functional manner.
I love to sing Haida songs, weave hats,
bracelets, lighters, roses and make dancing
regalia and make drums for my Haida dance
group. I wrote a book called Haida Eagle
Treasures, and I am one of the co-authors for
First Nations Teachers.
I am running for Prince Rupert
representative and I am able to bring
continuity, experience and knowledge in
Haida Nation business. During these past
few years as Prince Rupert representative I
always report back to the PR Regional Haida
citizens and make every effort and work hard
to get our Haida people food fish. My action
speaks louder than words when I work with
a few dedicated Haida people to raise funds
to sponsor our annual Xmas party for our
children and adult Christmas dinner. I am a
strong outspoken Haida lady and I always
ask questions for better understanding
and clarity, attend Council of the Haida
Nation meetings, participate in telephone
conferences and above all I always handle
myself in a professional manner with the
utmost integrity. Haaw’a. •

Goot-Ges
Patrika McEvoy

My name is Patrika McEvoy, Goot-Ges. I am
a descendant of the Yahgu’laanaas clan of Old
Massett. My father is Tony Yorke.
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If elected to the Prince Rupert Region I
will make sure your voice is heard and I will
always listen to your concerns and answer
questions about what is happening within the
Council of the Haida Nation.
As leaders, our job is to follow what the
people want and need. Living in Prince
Rupert, we are still Haida. Here, most of
our needs are social, such as access to food
fish and Christmas dinners. Negotiating and
advocating can be done to have these needs
met. Back home on Haida Gwaii, there are
also a lot of issues that will still affect us.
Most of my advocating has been to support
the work of our Nation. When I lived in Old
Massett I advocated for all of our health and
well-being and initiated the Haida Gwaii
Safety Plan. In Vancouver I worked for Coop
Radio and helped start the Vancouver Haida
Language program. To meet our needs in
Prince Rupert we could set up a society if we
want, this could help us deliver more social
supports for all of us living here.
We need to create a future that will sustain
the nation and allow us to return home
to Haida Gwaii knowing we will always
belong. With HaiCo, we can look at more
opportunities to gain employment within our
Nation and build our own capacity now and
for the future.
There are industrial projects out there that
our nation will be effected by; such as the
Naikun wind farm, which plans to power the
proposed LNG projects. I would like to see
our waters and Island protected for future
generations and for leaders to make decisions
based on yahgudaang.
If elected, it will be an honour to serve the
Prince Rupert Region in a way that meets
all of our demands. I will also work to keep
citizens informed of CHN activities as far
away as Prince George. We need to make sure
all of our children have a strong, healthy and
sustainable future. •
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Candidates - Prince Rupert Regional
Kaakuns Pansy Collison • Goot-Ges Patrika McEvoy • Amos Setso • Lihlgeegaa Roger Smith

Lihlgeegaa
Roger Smith

Haida laas Good People, my name is
Lihlgeegaa (Always Ready). I am from
Old Massett, I come from the Kunnlaanaas
Clan (Point-town People). My nannie is
Ethel Jones and my mother is Charlotte
Marks (Jones). I am a grassroots activist,
environmentalist, Haida singer and dancer, a
commercial fisherman and proud father.
I was born and raised in Old Massett, I
moved from Haida Gwaii in 2000 to pursue
my education. From 2004 – 2010 I have

attended the University of Northern BC
and University of Victoria. I received my
Bachelor of Arts in First Nations Studies and
Political Science, I also received certificates
in Community Internship and Research
Apprenticeship from UVic’s Office of
Indigenous Affairs.
I served as an elected representative for
UNBC First Nations students and the UVic
Native Student Union. I worked in the UNBC
Health Science Department as a research
assistant and at the UVic Student Union as a
work study employee.
I have worked for the BC Ministry of
Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation.
I worked construction in the City of
Vancouver, as an environmentalist, Program
Officer for Tricorp and for the last three
years as a commercial fisherman while
living in Prince Rupert.
As a CHN Prince Rupert elected
Representative I will continue to build
unity among Haida citizens living in Prince
Rupert. I will push to receive funding from
CHN, Gwaii Trust and HaiCo for social
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activities and programs such as food fish,
culture, language, Christmas and the Haida
Grad ceremony.
I will work towards building a
relationship with the Band Councils on
Haida Gwaii for the purpose of them
contributing funding towards Haida
activities and program initiatives created and
led by Haida citizens in Prince Rupert.
I will create opportunities for Haida
children and youth to return to Haida Gwaii
to (re)connect with family, friends, culture,
land and water, etc. And, make sure Haida
citizens are informed and updated on all
the current political, social and economic
activities that our governing body is engaged
in on our behalf.
Vote for Change. Vote for Roger Smith. •

December 2015

Candidates - Vancouver Regional
Yagahixs Shawn Edenshaw • David Smith • Giinowaan Ernest Swanson • Andrew Williams

RAWN
WITHD

Yagahixs

Shawn Edenshaw
I am seeking re-election for the Vancouver
region. The last three years and my first term
have been pretty amazing. I've had the honor
and privilege to sit with our communications
team, Policy Committee, and the Haida Gwaii
Youth Assembly Committee.
It's been an incredible experience learning
first hand the work required in policy.
Working on our Citizenship Act has been
great, but still needs more work. I look
forward to continuing this work if re-elected.

x
VANCOUVER
POLLING STATION
Vancouver Pentecostal Church
304 East 26th Avenue

My plans are to be more involved in more
committees. I intend to be even more vigilant
in speaking on behalf of our Vancouver
people. I feel our major role for the
Vancouver region is increasing engagement,
communication, informing the region on all
things pertaining to the nations business. I
fully intend on being even more available
than I have already made myself.
I would like to thank all our support staff
who have helped myself and others with
all our work. Without them I feel we would
be unable to get as much of the work done
as we do. Their work is pivotal and key to
the nations success. I'd also like to thank
all Haida for coming out to the Seasonal
Sessions, Regional meetings, and the annual
HoA, without you there is no nation. Without
your direction, your feedback, your words,
we have no power. I have full confidence in
the direction our nation is heading. My hope
is to continue this journey with all of you. I
encourage all who can vote, to get out there
and make each vote count.
Haaw’a, Haaw’a, Haaw’a. •

Giinowaan
Ernest Swanson

My name is Ernest Skillow Edenso Swanson
and I am a Haida citizen from Old Massett.
I am from the Yalthguulaanas clan and
my hereditary name is Giinowaan. I come
from Dadens, Kaad naay Shark House. My
11

mother is Crystal Robinson and my naani
is the late Mary Yeltatzie Swanson. I was
raised by my naani in Old Massett, within
a strong matrilineal environment with
Haida language being a strong influence
on me from a young age. My chinii is the
late Rufus Moody from Skidegate, and I
attribute my artistic abilities to him, as well
as through my maternal side through my
naani’s grandfather, Charles Edenshaw.
I am very excited to be running for
the position of Vancouver Regional
Representative for the Council of the Haida
Nation. I have lived in Vancouver, where I
work as a traditional artist, for nearly a decade
and I believe that I have an understanding of
the unique challenges and opportunities for
Haida citizens in Vancouver.
My vision is for Haida citizens in
Vancouver to be healthy, active, supported,
and connected. Traditionally, we were strong
and vibrant people; I think there is a great
opportunity to go back to our traditional
ways, through increasing access to our foods,
fitness, arts, and supportive services. There
are many goals that we can reach, but to start,
we need to focus on practical and feasible
solutions. I am ready to listen to all citizens
who would like to share their ideas with me,
and am excited to act as a soundboard, to
connect our visions to those of our greater
nation. For me, priorities include access
to childcare and access to our traditional
activities. As a father myself, I understand
how important it is to be supported when we
are living away from our home communities.
I also understand how connected our health
is to our traditional foods and our language.
Living in Vancouver can feel very isolating
at times, and I would like to strengthen our
connections to our land and to our people.
I hope you will consider voting for me in
the upcoming election. Haaw’a. •
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Candidates - Vancouver Regional
Yagahixs Shawn Edenshaw • David Smith •
Giinowaan Ernest Swanson • Andrew Williams

Candidates - Skidegate Regional
Gaagwiis Jason Alsop • Kung Xangajii Shawn Cowpar • Huux Percy Crosby •
Luu Xxydals Sascha Jones • Gilbert Pollard • Daal Skil Randy Pryce Jr. • Guud Yuwans William Russ

Andrew Williams Gaagwiis

My name is Andrew Williams, I am from Old
Massett, I moved to Vancouver in 2010 with
the intention I would be back in Haida Gwaii
after a short period of time.
As years have gone by I realize like many
other Haidas who have done the same thing,
we are urban now for a living.
I want to represent, to give voice to
our concerns from the city of Vancouver
and lower mainland, to feel one with our
homeland and be a part of a solution that we
all may come home again in the future.
My stance is against oil and gas, also
against the wind farm. I want to keep
the people here informed on economic
endeavours on Haida Gwaii that may effect
us all. Our children move here to get educated
and look to the future thinking the same that
one day will go home and live again but the
reality is I see most young people from old
Massett and Skidegate living here for many
years now also.
I look forward to being a part of CHN as
Vancouver rep to make a positive impact in
bringing us all together as one. •

Jason Alsop

Siing.aay ‘laa dii hltaaxuulang kuuyas is is.
Hello precious relatives and friends.
Gaagwiis han.nuu dii kiiGa ga. My name
is Gaagwiis (Jason Alsop).Kayahlaanas ad uu
dii kii Gawa ga. I belong to the Kayahlaanas
clan. Sdaajuuwaay han.nuu dii aawGa
kiiGa ga. Sdaajuuwaay (Sandy Alsop) is my
mother’s name. Taawa K’aw.was han.nuu
dii naanGa kiiGa ga. Taawa K’aw.was (Pat
Gellerman) is my maternal grandmother’s
name. Kay llnagaay guu uu dii kuuniisii
chiiaakaatllxaa gan. My ancestors came out
of the ocean at Kay Llnagaay (Second Beach)
Tllguuxan, asing. Haawa.
It has been an honour to serve as an elected
representative for Skidegate over the past
six years. During my recent term, I served
as chair of the Culture and Language,
Communications and Tourism Committees,
and have been an active member of the
Archipelago Management Board. In these
roles, I feel I’ve contributed to moving us
forward in a positive way.
My top priority has been the
revitalization of the Haida language and
if re-elected, I would like to continue
working to access resources that support the
priorities identified in the Haida Language
revitalization planning process.
12

As chair of the Tourism Committee, our
focus has been on developing a Haida-led
destination management organization. To
date, we have initiated tourism forums for
both the Haida and Islands’ communities and
we are currently working with Aboriginal
Tourism BC to create an action plan outlining
our next steps to achieve this goal.
Over the past three years, our
communications team has focused on
transitioning from a print based publication
to an online digital format. This transition
required strong political support and is
important as we move into a digital age as a
nation. Continuing to support and grow our
communications department is essential in
keeping Haida citizens informed and moving
the nation forward.
If re-elected, I would like to continue
to lead these portfolios and become more
involved with the Executive Committee
of the CHN. At this time in my life, I
feel ready to take on a greater role within
the CHN and continue my growth and
development as a leader.
Haawa for your support over the last
two terms. •

Kung Xangajii

Shawn Cowpar

Over this last term as your elected
representative, I maintained our objectives
and focus in representing portfolios for
the Haida Nation. Although facing many
challenges with little success under a
Conservative government, our council moved
forward with opposition to Enbridge and
LNG initiatives, while supporting marine
planning and following our mandate and
responsibilities as an elected body.
In moving forward, I will continue to
maintain a constructive and collective
approach to political issues facing our nation.
In understanding relationship between
business and politics, I will continue to hold
the HaiCo board accountable to the Letter of
Expectations and House of Assembly.

December 2015

Candidates - Skidegate Regional
Gaagwiis Jason Alsop • Kung Xangajii Shawn Cowpar • Huux Percy Crosby • Luu Xxydals Sascha Jones • Gilbert Pollard • Daal Skil Randy Pryce Jr. •
Guud Yuwans William Russ
Toward addressing the social, economic
and cultural value concerns surrounding
our communities. The Council of the Haida
Nation along with the Band Councils
will need to take the initiative to improve
communications with a stronger presence
during HaiCo’s planning phases. All parties
need to be held more accountable to the
House of Assembly.
As our citizenry continues to grow and
transition through improved education
and training opportunities, there needs to
be a solid foundation moving forward for
them on Haida Gwaii, whether it be ecotourism, logging, fishing, aquaculture or
value-added production, while maintaining
Haida values and sustainable measures for
future generations.
Politics is not a day job but a commitment
to providing opportunity for citizens today
and in the future. Although one looks to
judge short-term initiatives, it is the long-term
initiatives that provide for a future.
I would like to give a big haaw’a to
the people that supported me over the
last two terms and I look forward to your
continued support in moving the nation
forward alongside the newly elected
Liberal government. •

Huux

Percy Crosby
I am of the Naa’Yuu’ans Xaaydaga, Jaaxwa
Gidinaay, Gidins of Skidegate and I would
like to represent Skidegate on the Council of
the Haida Nation. I have five years experience
in this role and served as a member of the
Executive, supported Haida Language, the
Title Case, Youth, and other important issues
for our people. One of the most important
•
outstanding concerns
that I see is Haida
Governance and Law.
Enhancing Haida Governance will
require all of us to Work Together and find
strength in achieving our collective vision. We
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need to address Unity across the nation by
working with the Band Councils, our citizens,
and Hereditary Leaders. Working together
will give us more control over our land,
better education and health for our children
and grandchildren, and pride in who we are
as a nation. Haida law is needed to support us
on this journey.
We are at the earliest stages of developing
our own Haida law to give us even more
strength to govern. If I am re-elected, I will be
back at the table to finish the work that I have
started and to work with our people to create
this vision.
Equally important is our relationship
with HaiCo. We need to revise the Letter of
Expectation between HaiCo and the nation
to develop mentorship opportunities and
create jobs for our people. This relationship
is essential for us to achieve economic selfsufficiency. I have the experience and the
strengths necessary to achieve this vision.
Over the past 20 years, I have worked with
CHN in many roles to carry out the business
of the nation. I have worked to build positive
relationships with business and government
to achieve results for Haidas. I am good
communicator with strong connections across
Haida Gwaii. I am fair and reliable and I am
accountable to all of you.
Haawa for taking the time to read this. •
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Luu Xxydals

Sascha Jones

Luu Xxydals big wave crashing on shore
was given to me by Auntie Mabel. I
was adopted into the Skedans clan. My
grandparents were Clifford Jones Sr. and
Joby Jones. My father is Clifford Jones and
my mother is Monika Edinger. I was born,
raised and am a resident of Skidegate. I
grew up learning from many elders, how
to respect and protect the territory, the land
and waters. My great-grandfather, Albert
Jones, left a legacy with his cabin at Hot
Springs and as a result I spent many years in
the southern waters and in Skidegate Inlet. I
have worked in the fishing industry since I
was a teenager and was an Auxiliary Coast
Guard Unit Leader. I have guided in the
sport fishing and eco-tourism industries.
I graduated from Queen Charlotte
Secondary School and went on to complete
three post-secondary trade programs. From
VIU I earned commercial vehicle mechanics
and heavy-duty mechanics papers and from
BCIT my Journeyman Inboard/Outboard
Mechanics ticket.
I have three boys, many nieces and
nephews that should have the same
opportunities that I was offered. I want to
protect Haida culture and heritage while
providing economic opportunities. I would
like to bring positive change to the Nation
and future generations of our Nation.

I will work on solutions to move our nation
forward: developing a different relationship
with DFO, introducing clean energy, allowing
Haidas to find economic development
opportunities and of course continue the fight
against Enbridge and LNG.
I want transparency in the nation but
understand when confidentiality is necessary.
I am willing to produce reports to improve
communications. I am not afraid to ask
questions and am open to any questions. I
will work respectfully and cooperatively to
resolve issues to move in a positive direction.
I will listen to anyone about nation Issues as
everyone has a voice and needs to be heard.
All of us make our nation strong.
I would like to help. It would be an honour
to represent the nation and I would greatly
appreciate your vote on December 5th or the
12th 2015.
Be Strong, Be Proud, Be Haida, Haawa. •

Gilbert Pollard

Hello Haida citizens,
My name is Gilbert Pollard, I have
accepted a nomination to run for CHN
Skidegate Rep. There's a lot of hard work
involved in taking on the position of a CHN
Rep and I am willing to accept the challenge.
There are a lot of issues and portfolios
that a Rep has to take on during there time in
office; I am ready for the challenge to move
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our nation forward if I am voted in as your
Skidegate Rep.
The main reason I am running is change
for the Haida people. If voted in I will
work towards economic development and
sustainable longterm year-round jobs.
I will also work towards getting citizens’
education and training opportunities to take
on management roles in Haico, Taan Forest,
West Coast Resorts and any other Haidaowned corporation.
These corporations should be fully
managed by, and fully employed with Haida
citizens, as people are still struggling to find
employment when they shouldn't be. I want
to work towards implementing a first right
of refusal policy for any fishing, logging or
business opportunities.
Our citizens should be given first
opportunity for these jobs and CHN policies
have to change to reflect this. I will look at the
future of fishing on Haida Gwaii and work
towards a long term sustainable fishery for
citizens. Our fish is our most important source
of food.
I will work to keep the public
better informed on CHN issues, being
transparent, and keeping the public more
involved on issues.
Any CHN issue a citizen has I will
answer to the best of my knowledge and be
straight forward and to the point, without
passing the buck.
Leaders are suppose to work for a better
quality of life for their constituents, this is
something the CHN is lacking and I will
work to change that. The Haida people are the
shareholders of Haida Gwaii and we should
be the ones benefitting. If I am voted in, I will
work hard to move our great nation forward
in the right direction.
Haawa. •
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Daal Skil

Guud Yuwans

Dear friends and family,
I am asking to represent you at the CHN
table as a rep for Skidegate.
I would be honoured if you voted for
me, and I would work hard doing so. I am
thankful for the votes in the past, and hope
you have the confidence in me to vote for
me again.
I have worked in the fishing, logging
and tourism industry and hope to bring
a balanced view to the table. I also
volunteer on several boards and have
learned good communication skills and
being a team player. I am ready for the
challenge and with your support will see
that you are truly represented. •

Hello good people of Haida Gwaii. My
English name is William Russ, my Haida
name is Guud Yuwans Big Eagle, I am
a member of the Ts’aahl Eagle clan in
Skidegate and my Chief is Gaahlaay,
Lonnie Young. My mother is Brenda Russ
of Skidegate and my father is Mitch Russ
of Masset, and I was raised by Melvin
Hutchingson, my step-father, along with my
mother.
I belong to both of our strong communities
on Haida Gwaii and I stand before you in
hopes of representing our people through the
village of Skidegate. Just a few short weeks
ago I was approached by three members of
our community, three men I greatly respect,

Randy Pryce Jr.

x

William Russ

POLLING STATION
Old Massett
Adult Day Program
510 Nannii Street
Skidegate
Council of the Haida Nation office
#1 Reservoir Rd.
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and was asked to run for the position of CHN
Rep for the village of Skidegate. It was never
my intention to get into politics. However, I
agreed hesitantly, because said they had seen
qualities in me that they felt they could trust
and qualities that could support the growth of
our nation as a whole.
I have spent weeks asking people I respect
and love their opinions on what they thought
of me running for a position within CHN.
Ultimately it was my uncle Herb George
(Satsan), whom has been mentoring me on
leadership and life that really swayed me
into seriously running. And now, here I am
ready to lead, and ready to take our people to
healthier and stronger places.
If elected, I will focus on sustainable
energy projects, and learn as much as I can
about protecting our waters and resources, but
my main focus will be to develop a portfolio
on health, and to focus on our future, which
is our children, and their children after that, to
mentor them to be better leaders than any of
us have ever been.
I’ve worked extensively on my own
personal growth and health and have learned
to love myself and I want to bring this
knowledge to our community through our
government. I believe that the most important
thing any of us can do is to make sure that we
are healthy inside and out before we take on
the task of leadership, because the healthier
we are the healthier our surroundings will be
and the stronger our nation will be.
We are at a very precarious and important
time and we need to make sure we move
forward and not back into where we have
been. It’s time for change, it’s time for
growth, and we have what it takes. There is a
reason the world is watching us. It’s up to us
to decide what that reason is. Haawa. •
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Kung Xyaalas

Tyler Bellis

My name is Tyler Hugh Bellis, Kung
Xyaalas Moon Dancer and I belong to the
Yahgu Laanaas Clan. My parents are Arnie
and Leslie Bellis. My Chinii and Nonnii are
Charlie and Janet Bellis and my grandparents
are Hugh and Marie Glazier. I have lived in
the Massett area my entire life and currently
live in Old Massett with my daughter Rosalie
Delores Vanderhoop Bellis.
It is an honour to run for the position of
CHN Old Massett Regional Representative.
I accepted the nomination to run as I have
a deep love and respect for my community,
nation and Haida Gwaii. I believe I have the
experience, skills and understanding to serve
in guiding the CHN forward.
Communication
The primary role of CHN representatives
is to effectively communicate what Haida
citizens’ thoughts and concerns are. I will
effectively engage Haida citizens by being:
1. Available - Having multiple avenues of
communication for citizens to contact me: In
person, by phone, email or web based.
2. Accurate - The ability to accurately hear
what the concerns are of Haida citizens and
relay that to the CHN.
Resources and Culture
One of the most important issues facing
Haidas today is the ability to access our

resources for cultural, spiritual, food and
commercial uses. Our connection to the land
and waters is what makes us Haida. I was
blessed to grow up with rich experiences
afforded by our natural resources and this
continues into my adult life. It taught me to
value our islands and people. It is now a gift I
am lucky to show my daughter.
As an employee of the CHN, I was
involved in writing and implementing the
Land Use Plan and was a member of the
Solutions Table where we received land
applications from a variety of industries. It
was our job to ensure that Haida values and
laws were adhered to.
Looking forward I truly believe we must
continue to uphold and build our peoples’
connection to the land and waters. It’s what
ties us to Haida Gwaii and the values and
respect that our ancestors had before us. •

ticket, which allows me to skipper boats up to
a 100 tonnes.
I am married to Georgia Bennett and we
have three boys. I have commercial fished
for over twenty years and just recently went
to Nicola Valley Institute of Technology
and graduated from their Law Enforcement
Preparatory Program. I also received an
academic achievement award from NVIT
for my grades. I also went to school at Dive
Safe International and received my Restricted
Surface Air Supply and my Unrestricted
Scuba Dive Certificates. I have lots of life
experience to offer. I work well with others
and am hard working and honest. Haaw’a. •

Xylang Jaad Xylaa
Leslie Brown

Kaad Giidee
Robert Bennett

Hello, my name is Robert Bennett of the
Yahgulanaas (Raven) clan. I am of Haida
ancestry and have lived here all my life. My
parents are John and Joyce Bennett. As you
know, I am running for a CHN rep position
in Old Massett. I graduated from George
M Dawson Secondary School. I also went
to North West Community College where
I received my Fishing Master IV Skipper’s
16

Xylang Jaad Xylaa Thunderwoman Dancer
is my name. I am St’langng Janaas. Cindy
Williams is my mother; Reg Davidson
is my father; Nina and Emsley Williams,
Claude and Vivian Davidson are my
naanalang and chinnalang.
I accepted the nomination because I
believe my experience and education can
support the nation’s initiatives and I believe
in the governance system we created over 25
years ago.
As an Old Massett Representative, I will be
a spokesperson for our people. A community
member told me a while ago, that Reps speak
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on behalf of the community to government;
they are not spokespeople for the government
to our people. This idea resonated with me
and still guides me when I represent our
people in any capacity.
I gained governance experience during
my time on council at OMVC, the Gwaii
Trust Society and Coastal First Nations. I am
currently in my third year on the board of
AtBC (aboriginal tourism) and I have served
on other boards.
My experience in education, capacity
building, policy, finance and economic
development has been of great value in my
career and I will use this experience in the
CHN portfolios that I hope to be involved
in: tourism, policy, communications, culture
and language. I also want to be part of policy
making as CHN moves the Citizenship Act
and other legislation forward.
Our people need support building capacity
and getting educated at all levels. I will
work to communicate and identify what
those needs are as we enact our sovereignty.
For example, CHN and HaiCo can work
together by planning for citizens to take over
management positions. This task should not
just fall on the shoulders of our economic arm
HaiCo, as CHN needs the same.
I appreciate everyone who has put their
name forward to run for CHN. I stand by
every one of you, as I know the responsibility
will not be taken lightly by any of the
candidates. How'aa for this opportunity to
represent our community at the national level. •

Check out the Council of the
Haida Nation’s new blog at
< haidanation.wordpress.com >
Keep up to date with the
most recent stories!

Clean Energy

Guudee gud dlayya
Vince Collison

My name is Vince Collison and I am running
for one of the four Old Massett Regional seats
for the Council of the Haida Nation.
I have been involved with the CHN since
1992. I have had the privilege to represent
the CHN as a Regional Rep for Old Massett
for four years and as a Vancouver Rep for
two years.
I believe in the CHN, it is an institution
built by Haidas for Haidas. I think this
foundation of our governance is to be
determined by every generation. We each
inherit portions of it good and bad. It is up
to us where we take this privilege of serving
as representatives of the Council of the Haida
Nation. My strong beliefs stems from this
intimate connection as I learned a lot about
dedication and the hard work you need to put
in for your nation. We are the people who can
solve our problems and being self-sufficient
and autonomous is a goal and objective I
believe is reachable.
In many ways the Haida nation continues
with its mandate to preserve the precious
resources of Haida Gwaii. We have created
a strong infrastructure to facilitate the rapid
changes that are happening today.
Haida Language
We have been fighting the good fight to
maintain the language. I believe the CHN
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I think the two reports created to address
the clean energy solutions for Haida Gwaii
need to be looked at in detail. We also need
to begin to meet with the other communities
on Haida Gwaii to work together to address
the common issues of clean energy. I think
together we can begin to implement the
overall goals to get off diesel here in the north
end of Haida Gwaii.
New CHN building
I am glad that there has been movement
to begin the process of building the new
administration building for the north
end. I want to work to ensure that this
major infrastructure project go as smooth,
as possible.
Tourism
I hope we can move forward with the many
recommendations that have been made.
Tourism is one of the keys to the new world
we are building here, on Haida Gwaii. I
believe the tourists come to Haida Gwaii for
a Haida experience. We need to build up the
infrastructure of our thriving tourism industry.
Those are a few of the platforms I will
concentrate on in my three years if elected.
Haaw’a and best of luck to all the candidates! •
Alfred Davidson

New blog!

should support the Haida language as part
of its mandate. It is cited in our Constitution
that the Haida language is one of two official
languages. We need to continue to advocate
and support for the Haida language programs
on Haida Gwaii.
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Stephen Grosse

Guulee

Cynthia Samuels

Commitment and Experience – Guulee
Cynthia Samuels for CHN Old Massett
I am seeking the support of Old
Massett for re-election as CHN Old
Massett Representative.
My mothers name is Nora Samuels (nee
White), my late fathers name is Eugene
Samuels. Beverly [Donnie], Savannah [Brian]
and Chase are my children. Sarah, Mya and
Ethan are my grandchildren. I am from the
Ts’aahl jaanas Eagle clan and my Haida name
is Guulee.
A few of my personal interests are being in
the outdoors as much as possible, whether it
18

be camping or refreshing walks on the beach.
Haida dancing, singing and drumming with
Old Massett’s Tluu Xaadaa Naay dancers
and just recently, the Rediscovery Program,
helping to ensure safe, fun and meaningful
camps for the children and youth. I also enjoy
making Haida regalia for family and myself
such as button blankets, aprons and tunics.
In my two previous two terms on CHN,
I have worked alongside a great team, both
elected and staff, in the various portfolios
of CHN including Gwaii Trust, an external
board CHN appointed me to.
I bring experience and qualifications such
as human resources, finance and policy that
will assist us in moving forward as a nation.
One of CHN’s major projects is
citizenship. Once the Citizenship Act is
approved by the House of Assembly (HoA)
the work of implementation will be beneficial
to Haidas everywhere who will be registered
in the Haida database. As well, requiring HoA
approval, is the Elections Regulations and
Referendum Policy. CHN anticipates moving
this forward in the next few years.
If re-elected I will be committed
and dedicated to years of work in a fair
and transparent manner. CHN plays an
important part of my life and I feel confident
representing Old Massett.
In closing, I would like to congratulate the
candidates who put their name forth and good
luck to all! Haaw’a, Cynthia Samuels. •
Tyson Brown

My name is Stephen “Buck” Grosse. I am a
member of the Sqidaa kaw clan. My mother
is Mary Grosse (Smith) and my father was
Nick Grosse.
I was born into a political household. I
grew up listening to my father and his friends
talk and argue for hours on end. My dad was
the mayor of Masset for a number of years
and I attribute my interest in politics to him.
I have volunteered most of my life. As
a father I was involved in all areas of my
daughters’ activities, everything from sitting
on the board of the swim club to teaching and
running the Haida Gwaii soccer league. I was
also a volunteer firefighter for 15 years, the
last two I held the position of Chief.
As for my political history, I served as
a councillor for the Village of Masset for
a term, I attended every single council and
committee meeting that was held. More
importantly I understand the challenges that
come with politics and welcome them all with
an open mind.
I am a certified mechanic currently
employed by TLC, my previous
employment was in Juskatla for 20 years.
Politics played a big part in the reasons
why I am no longer employed there, as an
employee in the forest sector I experienced
these challenges first hand.
I believe in the mandate and
responsibilities of the CHN. We can all co-

exist with other people and governments
while protecting our land and resources, and
keeping the people’s interests foremost.
My strongest interest is in the land use
plan. We can do more to help our people
gain employment, I see far too many of the
people I worked with now sitting at home
with no jobs.
I have been doing a lot of research on the
CHN’s beliefs and goals; I share their beliefs
for a promising future. I am a hard worker
and I have strong desire to serve as an Old
Massett representative. I promise to do my
best to serve the Haida nation and hope to be
the part of the future of the CHN. •
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If elected to hold office as a regional
director I will work with the staff and fellow
colleagues to get any information out to the
nation that concerns our people, an informed
nation is a powerful force. We all must be
clear on the activities that the nation has
entrusted us with. Open communication is
key to ensuring we are doing what we were
put in place for.
On December 5 and 12, a vote for me is a
vote for inclusion and much needed change. •

Judy Williams

My name is Judy Williams from Old
Massett. I am from the St'Lang lanaas clan
originating from Yan. In the past 21 years
I have been involved in politics, working
as a Council member for the Village of Old
Massett. A few years ago I decided to take
a break and spend time with my husband,
Brian Bell, time with my family, and also
gather our traditional foods.
I feel it necessary to put my name forward
in this election to ensure that resources are
left intact for not only my grandchildren, but
for yours and theirs as well. I have noticed
over the past few years that industry, federal
and provincial governments as well as special
interest groups have been making their intent
very clear that they want access to what we
have – our resources. We must ensure that
mechanisms are put in place to sustain what
we now have. I have spent most of my adult
life gathering our traditional foods, going into
the forest to gather berries, cedar bark and
teaching my children and grandchildren to do
the same.
Our national government of our nation
cannot continue to act alone, we must make
alliances with the two other Haida governed
bodies on Haida Gwaii – Old Massett and
Skidegate Band. We also must make alliances
with our neighbours on the BC Coast. This
ensures that our interests are protected from
all sides.
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