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VOTING INFORMATION
Eligibility

All persons of Haida Ancestry who are sixteen (16) years of
age as of October 12, 2009 are eligible to vote, nominate
Candidates or run for office
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N E W S o f t h e H A I D A N AT I O N
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Candidates running for CHN positions - 2009
> President
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Writers
Florence Lockyer - Old Massett
Kwiaahwah Jones - Skidegate
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Box 589, Old Massett
Haida Gwaii
V0T 1M0
p.250.626.5252
f.250.626.3403
1.888.638.7778
chn_hts@haidanation.ca

Council of the Haida Nation
President
Box 98, Queen Charlotte
Haida Gwaii
V0T 1S0
p.250.559.4468
f.250.559.8951
1.877.559.4468
chn_hts@haidanation.net
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The Polling Station will be at the following locations:
Old Massett
CHN Office (downstairs)spacer504 Naanii Street
Skidegate
Skidegate Homemaker’ss pa cer119 Front Street

Vancouver
Community of Courage Centre, 1726 East Hastings

>

Bell, Laura S.
Brown, Rodney J.
Brown, Wilson
Davis, Robert S. C. (Pedro)
Jones, Lawrence M.
Russ, Trevor
Yeltatzie, John

> Prince

Rupert Regional

Pansy Collison and Frank Parnell were
elected by acclamation.

Vancouver Regional

Davidson, Allan P.
Edenshaw, Jim
Greene, Sandra A.
Russ, Corrina T.
Smith-Parnell, Christine

Candidates running for a postiion on the
Council of the Haida Nation
were offered space for 350 words
and a photo in this special issue.

Further Information

Please call Miranda Young
Monday – Friday: 8:30 am – 4:30 pm < 250.626.5252 >
Home < 250.626.5606 >
Cell < 250.626.7179 >
myoung@haidanation.ca

haidanation.ca
program reports : haida laas
links : diplomacy : agreements
government : working groups

- it’s all good -

OId Massett Regional

Photo courtesy of the British Museum, London

www.haidanation.ca

Polling Station

Prince Rupert
Highliner Plaza Hotelspac der815 – 1st Ave. West

>

Regional

Alsop, Jason C.
Boyko, Cindy A.
Brown, Walker J.
Cowpar, William Shawn
Crosby, Percy J. (Hoss)
DuDoward, Robert H.
Gladstone-Davies, Ruth A.
Pollard, Carmen D.
Williams, Cory D.
Williams, Ronald H. (Wow)
Wilson, Richard S.
Young, Robert A.

Council of the Haida Nation

Vice-president

Bellis, Arnold R.
Churchill-Davis, April
Collison, Vincent R.
Kerrigan, Bernard N.
Samuels, Cynthia

Bennett, John D.
Brown, Ronald M.
Guujaaw
Jones Jr., Roy S. Withdrawn
Parke, Beryl I.

Election Dates

Advance Poll:
Regular Poll:
Time:

>

COVER: Photo courtesy of the British Museum, London
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Candidates for President
John Bennet • Ron Brown • Guujaaw • Beryl Parke

			

John Bennett

			

My name is Tahayghen, John Bennett, I am from the Stastas
Eagle Clan. I am honoured to have been nominated and if
elected I will serve with dignity, integrity and distinction.

Forty years ago, our people had little influence over the fate of
Haida Gwaii, in this context our people set up the Council of the
Haida Nation. Whatever the disagreements, our people were
unified in the position that the well-being of Haida Gwaii was the
first priority.

Since the age of thirteen I have worked in several different
capacities. I was a successful fisherman for twenty years and
my formal education consists of completing grade ten on
Haida Gwaii; I then moved away and completed up to grade
thirteen at Burnaby Central. I intended to go further but
returned home due to the failing health of my father, Wilfred
Bennett.

The Nation exposed the heavy-handed logging practices and
finally secured half of the Islands in its natural condition, also the
best remaining cedar, and streamside and wildlife protection.
Our people now have access to cedar, denied to the previous
generation.

In 1991, I became the Capital Works Officer for OMVC. This
position allowed me to spend more time with my wife and
family, to work for the betterment of Old Massett and to gain
knowledge to improve the health and wealth of our people.

We cut back logging to a third of what it was ten years ago. Our
new standards will ensure more care of the environment and our
culture. As on the land, solid planning is being employed over
the marine area.

I have always taken an interest in our Nations’ business and
lately have become concerned about the possibility of interest
groups seizing opportunities without due diligence. I do
know that a change is in order and I want to be part of that
transformation; giving power back to the citizens.

Over the years we have fought oil drilling and tanker traffic, and
in spite of the continuous attempts to get in here, not one well
has been drilled in our waters.
Our Title Case carries the power of our ancestors while the
celebrated “Haida” case has become the most often cited case in
Aboriginal law.

My tenure at Old Massett provided me training and experience in land management, project management, contract
administration, community planning, and I have participated
in the following board of directors: Delmas Co-op, SD No. 50
and the Islands Solid Waste Advisory Committee.

Bracelet - John Cross
Photo: British Museum, London, England

Guujaaw

The Haida Independence Project is a blueprint to a sustainable
economy. This involves opportunities from our resources as well
as management of our lands. We have set up the conditions to
have controlling interest in the logging industry by this winter.

My experience and training will assist in mapping a critical
path for our future. This can be achieved by working with citizens, the Hereditary Chiefs, CHN, OMVC and SBC. My intent
is to work as one cohesive group toward the common goal of
our Title Case, ensuring sustainability of our lands and waters
and harnessing what we have to carry us far into the future.

We have secured options for investment in wind energy, if
accepted by our people could be the keystone of this economy
and make us leaders in the fight against global warming.
Through reinvestment of revenues, we can again regain our
position in the fishing industry.

I feel confident that I can go forward as one of the elected
leaders holding our ethics and dignity that we as Haida people
are known for.

The lands that we have protected meet the criteria for carbon
credits which will give us revenues to manage the Protected
Areas to the necessary standards, making stewardship of our
lands a career opportunity.

I look forward to serving the Haida Nation and will do this with
integrity, humility and grace.

Through a strategic combination of planning, direct action, law,
alliances, and negotiation, we are well on the path to restoring
our influence and also setting the condition for economic selfsufficiency. Relations with the Crown can be productive without
surrender.
The name made good by our ancestors, the Haida Nation,
remains upheld.
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Candidates for Vice-president
Arnie Bellis • April Churchill-Davis • Vince Collison • Bernard Kerrigan • Cynthia Samuels

Arnie Bellis

April Churchill Davis

It has been my privilege and honour to represent you for the
last six years as your Vice-president. I am once again seeking
your endorsement for this position.

Personal Information
Clan: Gaw Git’ans Gitanee (Massett Inlet Eagle)
Naan: Ilstayaa, Selina Harris Adams
Chin: Skil Gyans, Alfred Adams; Aw: Ilskyalas, Delores Churchill

My first priority as your Vice-president has been to maintain
unity within the Nation. I have worked with my fellow CHN
Council members, the Village Councils and the Hereditary
Leaders in a fashion where we have open and honest discussions and from time-to-time disagreements. I will always
have respect for a different point of view and believe that an
attitude of building on disagreements will make us stronger as
a Nation and in doing so maintain unity.

Experience
Lifetime student of Naan, Aw and other Elders, Retail Management, Cultural Education Director, Museum Program Director,
CHN Rep, Cultural Camp Developer, Acting CHN Administrator, CHN Executive Assistant, Title Case and Negotiations Staff
Support, Language Apprentice, Haida Dance Group Leader.
The Constitution of the Haida Nation says that the Vicepresident’s job is the administration of CHN. An on-Island
presence in both villages, at committee and board meetings
and working closely with the Secretariat is needed to do this
job properly. The work ahead needs a Vice-president who
understands the legal and political strategy and who has
detailed knowledge of the organizational and financial issues
that exist today. I pledge to assist the Haida leadership to
achieve Title and Rights goals while providing Haida citizens
with the information needed to make sound decisions.

The Council of the Haida Nation has many challenges in front
of it; such as the relationships with the Island communities, the
Title Case, social issues, and long awaited economic development opportunities that must be done under Haida values and
principles. While pursuing our objectives, we do so without
compromise to Haida Title and Rights and by not signing a
treaty agreement. What I have brought to these issues is an
open mind and a willingness to bring solutions forward within
the context of our oath to the Haida Constitution. I believe
that we must come forward with a deep, clear understanding
of working together and making informed decisions for future
generations and for our Haida Gwaii. We will not be bystanders
on our own land.

A vote for me is a vote for:
• the opportunity for full citizen participation and informed
decision making in the collective,
• equal opportunity and fairness for the benefit of all,

If I am voted in again as Vice-president, I will continue to
bring forward the same strong work ethic taught to me by
my parents and grandparents. Please vote Arnie Bellis if you
would like strong, positive leadership returned to the position
of Vice-president.

• the careful use of the Haida Nation’s money,
• all activity of CHN is only as directed through motion or
adopted policy, procedure and programs within adopted
budget and work plans,

I would like to wish all the candidates who are also seeking
a position with the CHN the best of luck and safe travels.
Haawaa, to my fellow council members, Village Councils and
Hereditary Chiefs for all of your hard work. A final thank you
to all Haidas that took the time to express their opinion in the
spirit of advancing the Haida Nation.

• a coordinated effort between the CHN, Hereditary Chief’s
Council, Village Councils and citizens,
• the development of a streamlined governmental structure,
• and focused attention to achieve Haida Title and Rights,
and self-governance goals in all of CHN and the
Secretariats’ work.

Whitstle
Photo: British Museum, London, England
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Candidates for Vice-president

Candidates for Vice-president

Arnold Bellis • April Churchill-Davis • Vince Collison • Bernard Kerrigan • Cynthia Samuels

Arnold Bellis • April Churchill-Davis • Vince Collison • Bernard Kerrigan • Cynthia Samuels

			

Vince Collison

			

I have been involved with the Council of the Haida Nation
since 1990. I began my association with the Council of the
Haida Nation as an audio-visual recorder. I have witnessed the
growing pains of the Haida Nation as they began to deal with
the more complex issues of creating a Haida governance model
for the Haida Nation.
I am also proud to say that I also exercised our Haida right to
fight the good fight against the sports fishing lodges on the
north west coast of Haida Gwaii. This fight continues today as
we continue to try to come to better terms and relations with
the sports fishing industry on Haida Gwaii.
I have been involved with the Policy Committee over the past
years because I believe we need to establish sound policies and
procedures for the Haida Nation governance. I was co-chair
with my colleague Gilbert Parnell, when we passed the revised
Constitution of the Haida Nation. I am proud to see us evolve
and shape our Constitution to meet the growing needs of the
Haida Nation.
I have been involved with the Haida Repatriation Committee
since the beginning. We were able to establish a working
relationship with the museums community. The Haida delegations represented the Haida Nation proudly and with great
reverence to their mission of returning their ancestors back to
their homeland. Now that for the most part this initial aspect of
the repatriation of ancestral remains is complete, we can now
move on to working with our collections of Haida Treasures that
are stored in museums in North America and Europe.

Bernard Kerrigan

Cynthia Samuels

I would like to take this opportunity to encourage you to vote
for me as your next CHN Vice-president. I believe that with my
education and experience I have the tools to help our Nation
move into the forefront of First Nations in Canada.

“Focused on what counts, the people”

Our Nation has been falling behind economically and politically
compared to other First Nations in BC and Canada. We are not
benefiting as other groups in BC Each year the local unemployment rate rises, we stand by as more outsiders create businesses
in our communities that extract from our resources and benefit
very few. It is time that we make a plan, act on the plan and
take action on controlling our prosperity and destiny. We have
to get a firm hold on our future for the following generations
and ourselves. It is important to have a compelling idea of what
the solution is and what needs to be done. We must build the
Nations’ own institutional capacity to make things happen, or
to govern well, or to respond more effectively to the needs of
the people.

Accountability, transparency and shared decision-making
responsibility must be adhered to. Without this, we will not
gain the trust of the people and cannot move forward together.

We are charged with the responsibility to ensure that our
resources will provide for us for generations to come. We must
be responsible in our decisions and we must have the support
of our people on any business endeavors. We are fortunate to
have our culture, language and arts that guide us.

The Vice-president must demonstrate good leadership that can
also work effectively as a team with respect and consideration
of each others views and values.

It is important to work closely with the Hereditary Chief’s
Council, Old Massett Village Council and Skidegate Band
Council as we work towards self-governance.

Having worked for CHN in previous years and attended Haida
Nation meetings on a regular basis as well as being the Chair of
both the Secretariat of the Haida Nation and Policy Committee,
I possess the knowledge and qualifications for the position of
Vice-president.

How’aa, Cynthia Samuels

People have to decide to act. Start. Do it. Make it Happen. Even
if all the other steps are in place the Nation has to take the
plunge. It has to act.

The Title Case remains the mandate of Council of the Haida
Nation and this must be supported by all CHN’s human and
financial resources. The Title Case needs funds to continue to
build a strong case for the betterment of our Nation. We
must seek the funds necessary to move the Title and Rights
Case forward.

We must move from inaction to action, from sitting to seizing
the future. At the end of this process, something happens: we
take control, we turn your back on petty politics, we choose our
way, we rise to the challenge and so forth.
About myself: I am the son of Myrtle and Sid Kerrigan and the
grandson of Florence and Robert Davidson. At UBC I graduated
in 1990 with my Bachelor of Education, then a Bachelor of Laws
degree in 1993. I have worked with people of all ages, backgrounds and situations which has helped me better understand
what is needed here. I believe that education is one of the most
important aspects for a strong community. With my training
and experience I believe that I am the person for
this position.

The Haida Title Case is the most clear, concise and definitive
court case involving Indigenous Title and Rights to traditional
territories. It will be a defining moment for the Haida once this
court case reaches the conclusion, many feel it will reach, which
will be a crowning victory for the Haida Nation and indeed
many Indigenous peoples in North America and abroad!

			

tor the directives on a regular basis to ensure accountability
back to the people.

I am seeking your support in my bid for the position of Vicepresident of Council of the Haida Nation.

House of Assembly directives are the guiding principles of Haida
business and must be adhered to. The Vice President will moni-

I have great hopes and foresee great aspirations in our future.
I believe in the Council of the Haida Nation and as ever am
grateful to our past leadership and our ancestors for leading us
this far in the great journey of the Haida Nation!
How.aa, Vince Collison
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Candidates for Old Massett Regional
Laura Bell • Rodney Brown • Wilson Brown • Robert Davis • Lawrence Jones • Trevor Russ • John Yeltatzie

Robert Davis

Trevor Russ

Chiefs, Matriarchs, all Good People of the Haida Nation. I want
to take this opportunity to say a big Howa to all of you who
have voted for me in, in the last 2 terms of the Council of the
Haida Nation. I’ve been in Council for the last 4 years. I’ve been
involved in the Fisheries Committee, Natural Resources Committee, and also a part of the SHN Board of Directors. I’ve been
working with Capt Gold on the Marine Protected Area (Bowie
Seamount) and we are almost at the stage of signing off on the
Marine Protected Area.

Good People,

My 4 years of learning Haida politics has been very educational!
I’ve learned more in these 4 years than I did as I went through
high school. All Haida business is so vital to where we are going
to be in the future with regards to our traditional and cultural
ways of life. This mandate for me is to educate the outside
world of how they have infringed on all our rights to Haida
Gwaii!
The big portfolio for me has been Fisheries. Just a brief overview
of some things I have stated to DFO about our resources; the
Haida should be the only ones fishing if any of our stocks are
low, eg: herring is the one we’ve been pushing for! I’ve also
made a request and demanded DFO and SFAB to come and
meet with CHN to talk about dip netting at Tow Hill while crabs
are spawning. I’ve stated to them that even if they don’t come
to meet the CHN, that we, the Haidas, will close the fishery
until the crabs have completed their cycle of life.
This is just a brief overview. I could write a book on all the
important issues we face as Haidas. The other fight we are
facing is catch and release sport fishing. There is a lot of work
to be done in the future to ensure our resources are here for all
our children. I hope I have your support in the coming election.
Biggest Howa to the Nation.
Robert Davis (Pedro)

Halibut Hook
Photo: British Museum, London
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My name is Trevor Russ of the Maaman Giidans Git’anee Eagles.
I am running for Old Massett representitve for Council of the
Haida Nation. My family history is; I was raised by my Great
Grandparents William Russ of Nesto and Flora Russ (Adams) of
the Maaman. I have been an elected representative of the CHN
for the last year. In this past year, I sat on the following CHN
committees: fisheries, forestry, building and mosquito fleet. As
of September 09, I became a member of the CHN executive. I
also sit on three external boards representing the Nation.
During my time as a rep, I have come to appreciate the values
that we, as Haida, have held true since the beginning of time.
Two that stand out to me most, first being Yahgudang ang,
something I was taught as a child and something I see slipping
away in our Nation. Second, we are part of this land and water
around us; Haida Gwaii gives us life, we must keep working with
our children teaching how to preserve and only take what we
need as we were taught by those gone on before us.
Once re-elected to this next term I will work with our people,
Band Councils and Regional reps to bring back the Yahgudang
ang that I and many others of our Nation were taught as young
children.
Over the years, our leadership has done a great job in protecting our land, which is now more than 50% protected. Now it is
time we as the next leaders continue our battle for Haida Gwaii
and show her our love for providing for us since the day when
Raven helped our ancestors out of the clamshell.
Haaw aa for your support, Trevor Russ
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Candidates for Old Massett Regional

Candidates for Skidegate Regional

Laura Bell • Rodney Brown • Wilson Brown • Robert Davis • Lawrence Jones • Trevor Russ • John Yeltatzie

Jason Alsop • Cindy Boyko • Walker Brown • Shawn Cowpar • Percy Crosby • Robert DuDoward • Ruth Gladstone-Davies
Carmen Pollard • Cory Williams • Ronald Williams (Wow) • Richard Wilson (Capt Gold) • Robert A. Young

John Yeltatzie

Jason Alsop

		

As a proud member of the Ts’aahl Eagle Clan and Skidegate
community I am committed to making Skidegate and Haida
Gwaii a better place to live, work and play for all Haidas.
Through experience I have learned that actions speak much
louder than words and I have done my best to demonstrate my
dedication to my home and people by sacrificing my time and
energy for the greater good.

I would like to say haaw’a to the people of Skidegate for their
support during my last three terms as Skidegate Regional representative for the CHN. This last term I was a member of the
Executive Committee, the Archipelago Management Board,
Secretariat of the Haida Nation as well as the Chair of the Communications Committee. These responsibilities have given me
a good knowledge of what it has taken to get where we are, of
where we need to go and what areas need working on.

Greetings ancestors of this Grand Land. I am John Yeltatzie,
born in 1952 in the Skidegate General Hospital (or was a clinic)
at QCC. I am of the Kou-us Clan of Kuista.

I would like to say how proud I am of all the Haida citizens I
stood beside in all of the “actions” the Haida Nation
ever initiated.

I began my involvement with the formulation of the CHN in
the early part of the 1970s. At the same time I became a committed carver for the past 35 years. Twenty-five years was with
the politics. There are numerous “actions” I participated in and
helped to coordinate some of those.

If for one moment it was thought that those “actions” never
amounted to anything but positive. Well it has. Those were
displays of our serving notice, and who this land belongs to.
Our children’s future; “their home and native land.”
Howa, I am, Eth-di-ni, John Yeltatzie.

With this opportunity I would like to thank the Elders and
Leaders of our Nation, There wisdom council and convictions
have help carry me through those 25 years. Those were
great days.

Despite my youth I have a wealth of skills and experience to
draw upon that will serve the Haida Nation well as we move
forward. Working for non-profit organizations at Swan Bay
Rediscovery and now at the Haida Heritage Centre at Kaay
Llnagaay, has revealed how a strong relationship between the
people and the environment breeds a powerful culture that
can influence and inspire each other and the outside world to
improve our quality of life.

As we move strongly in the direction of building political and
financial independence for the Haida Nation, we have been
working hard to design systems that will create a solid foundation which supports us to address the economic opportunities
that come our way, while staying focussed on the needs of
our Nation.

Volunteering as vice-president of the Skidegate Youth Council
and head coach of the Skidegate Junior Saints I keep a finger on
the pulse of the next generation of Haida youth and by running
for CHN representative my aim is to continue to lead by
example and provide a voice for the youth and young families.
Creating a climate and culture where small businesses and
entrepreneurism can thrive is a key to our revival as a wealthy
and prosperous Nation. Through my first hand experience
as a small business owner, operating Dave’s Take Out I have
seen how the power of ownership can transform families and
individuals to take control of their own lives and become more
independent of the current system. We must be ready to take
advantage of the opportunities that arise in all sustainable
industries.

For me the next three years will be about ensuring that the
integrity of the CHN is kept intact through these turbulent
times and that the economic choices we make as a Nation
are made by the Nation, in a fair and transparent manner.
Together, we can find solutions to our problems,we have the
answers and as a Council we need to work hand-in-hand with
our Village Councils to create jobs from the resources that are
rightfully ours. All of us, along with many of our neighbours
have given a lot to get here and we need to turn the corner
together—as an Islands community.
Leadership is something that the Haida do well; our history
shows us this. Our ability to adapt in changing times has
got us through many difficult situations and will continue
to serve us well in the future. We must rely on each others
interdependence, instead of independence and we must
build the bridges we need, to the future that we want.

Accomplishing our goals as a Nation and community can only
be achieved by having educated and confident elected officials,
employees and entrepreneurs leading the way. As a college
graduate, arts & culture manager, community volunteer, small
business owner and former non-status Indian I know I am the
ideal candidate to truly represent all members of the Skidegate
Community.

I would welcome the opportunity to remain part of the CHN
team for another term.
With respect, Cindy Boyko

Come out and vote on December 5th, 2009.
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Candidates for Skidegate Regional

Candidates for Skidegate Regional

Jason Alsop • Cindy Boyko • Walker Brown • Shawn Cowpar • Percy Crosby • Robert DuDoward • Ruth Gladstone-Davies
Carmen Pollard • Cory Williams • Ronald Williams (Wow) • Richard Wilson (Capt Gold) • Robert A. Young

Jason Alsop • Cindy Boyko • Walker Brown • Shawn Cowpar • Percy Crosby • Robert DuDoward • Ruth Gladstone-Davies
Carmen Pollard • Cory Williams • Ronald Williams (Wow) • Richard Wilson (Capt Gold) • Robert A. Young
Far left: Ruth Gladstone-Davies

			

			

Shawn Cowpar

Percy Crosby

My name is Percy Crosby. I am of the Naa’Yuu’ans Xaaydaga,
Jaaxwa Gidinaay, Gidins of Skidegate. I would like to represent
Skidegate on the CHN.

My name is William Shawn Cowpar a resident of Haida Gwaii
and a descendant of the Tsaalth clan. Like many others in our
Nation I have experienced the economic changes throughout
our Islands in the past and present. Involved and concerned
with the future of the local fishery of Haida Gwaii, Sports Fishing Advisory Board, 2006-2009 (SFAB). Being part of this board
opened many areas of discussion regarding management and
conservation concerns toward the future of the fishery on
Haida Gwaii.

Communication - I am able to communicate in a clear and
accurate manner. People need to know what our government
is doing for them and I can help with that.
Experience - I have worked with the private sector, the
provincial and Haida governments, out in the field and around
the decision table. I know the issues that matter to our people.

I have also made my living in the sport fishing sector of this
industry, bringing knowledge and conservation ethics to the
corporate lodges, which I have operated on Haida Gwaii.
From ling cod to halibut release programs, I have been part
of educating guests toward sustainability of the fishery. Today,
due to the economic drought and over fishing, measures
toward conservation are slowly altering this industry from a
meat fishery toward an Eco/Sport fishing adventure. After all,
people coming here see the raw nature and beauty of
Haida Gwaii as well.

Working together - I have been involved in building
productive relationships with business and government that
get results for all Haida.
Accountable - I am accountable and reliable. I will be there
when I’m needed, and I will get the job done.
The next three years will be very important for us. As a people,
we have achieved much; Gwaii Haanas, the TFL 39 case, the
Strategic Land Use Agreement, new conservancies, and our
all-important Title Case. Today our focus is on independence,
economic stability and jobs for our people. This requires a
new approach.

As your CHN Fisheries representative, I plan to have an answer
and solution for the issues facing both our Commercial and
Sport fishing industries. We all know the history behind the
fishing industry; it is the lifeline of our culture and the north
west coast. A middle ground needs to be established between
the two industries, reviewing issues and providing alternatives
to these economically starved times. Unlike the logging of the
past this industry has potential to be sustainable in generating
revenue to meet employment issues facing Haida Gwaii. There
are many concerns toward this (hot topic), from a collapsed
commercial fishery to an unregulated sport fishing industry.
I intend to listen and voice the opinions of our people with
detail, seeking a co-operative solution with the industry
shareholders on Haida Gwaii. These operators have built huge
empires among our boarders with little or no responsibilities
to their landlord, the Haida Nation. It is time for our Nation to
show support and initiative toward the structure and management of this industry.

Fourteen years of working for the CHN, government, industry,
and the private sector have given me the ability to speak
directly to the interests of our people. I have worked
with CHN supporting, liaising, and carrying out the business of
the Nation. My work as the chair and coordinator of the first
co-managed cultural wood process in the Province has given
me the ability to understand what we need as a Nation to
move forward.
I want to offer my experience in forestry, my knowledge of our
culture, and my energy, to support the CHN in a positive and
productive way.
As a father of a new baby girl, I have come to realize it’s time
to change. I have been on a healing journey, and many
things have become clear to me. It’s time for me to stand
up as a Haida father, to stand up for the values which we
will pass on to our children as they grow. Haaw’a for taking the
time to read this.

We all can’t afford to be left out and trading for beads in
this century.
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Ruth Gladstone-Davies

			

From listening as a teenager to Uncle Percy Gladstone’s
insights on the Federal and Provincial judicial system as it
relates to First Nations, to watching him challenge a society
still peppered with their belief of the racial inferiority of “Indian
people,” to ultimately bask in his success with the Legal Aid
Society and his key role as one of the founders of the Council
of Haida Nation; my interest in politics, Aboriginal Rights and
Title and our ability to influence change was born. And what
changes our Nation has influenced! The 2009 statement by
Guujaaw to the HOA was a compellingly written history that
demonstrates our tenacious spirit.

Carmen Pollard

My name is Carmen Pollard and I am running for CHN
Skidegate Representative.
I know some people would want to know what my position on
the Naikun Wind Development is. I think that if I am elected
as a Skidegate Representative, then my position on the Naikun
Wind farm would not matter. What I would do as your Skidegate Representative would be to get as much information to
the people of Skidegate as possible so that they can make their
own minds up about whether or not they want this project
to take place. Currently I am not in favor of the wind farm.
But I do not have all the information either. (I am currently
working on getting this information and reading as much as I
can). It is a lot of money. There is talk about a “no cost to us”
plan. It has been said that the government would be the ones
“footing” the bill. I believe that this is wrong; there may be
no “monetary” cost to us, but what about the environmental
“costs”. If the Naikun Wind farm does go ahead, there will be
impacts to our environment. Regardless of how much money
is spent. And are we willing to live with these impacts.

Over the past 30+ years, I have held seats on local, regional
and provincial boards and committees, had three successful
terms with the CHN as a Skidegate Regional representative
and currently (officially since 1993) work in the Skidegate
Social Development Department. I am a committed Islands
community volunteer and enjoy membership with both the
Skidegate adult dance group and Repatriation Committee. I
am an avid reader enjoying everything from history to health
as it relates to First Nations, Canadian politics, biographies,
self-help, poetry, story-telling best sellers to newspapers.
Fundamentally, as fascinating as I may find most studies of
governance, public administration and political science, my
read on Canadian Federal and Provincial political history is
for the most, from a “how not to do it” perspective. Above
all, I am deeply committed to our health, language, culture,
traditions, clan systems, and unity within our Islands community, the protection of our lands and waters and sustainable
economic development initiatives.

There are many more issues, too numerous to list. I would like
to say that if you give me your vote, and if I am elected as your
CHN Skidegate Representative, that I will do my best to represent Skidegate and the concerns of the people of Skidegate.
And to keep the people of Skidegate well informed on the
workings of the Council of the Haida Nation. Thank you.

As a Skidegate Regional Representative to the CHN, I understand that I cannot be self-serving rather my mandate is to
serve as a spokesperson to the issues brought forward by you. I
can promise to be accessible, to deliver with respect and determination to the leadership table a strong voice, commitment
and accountability in decision-making.
Haaw’a for your time and congratulations to all candidates
who have put your names forward, I look forward to working
with all of you.
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Jason Alsop • Cindy Boyko • Walker Brown • Shawn Cowpar • Percy Crosby • Robert DuDoward • Ruth Gladstone-Davies
Carmen Pollard • Cory Williams • Ronald Williams (Wow) • Richard Wilson (Capt Gold) • Robert A. Young

Allan Davidson • Jim Edenshaw • Sandra Greene • Corrina Russ • Christine Smith-Parnell

Richard Wilson

			

This is my time to thank you for this opportunity to speak
about my wish to be elected in Skidegate to the Council of the
Haida Nation for the next term.

I am Robert A. Young of Juus Naay, I have worked as a survey
diver for the fisheries program, and a logger and commercial
fisher around Haida Gwaii. I will be running in the next CHN
election for the second time and I am looking forward to
representing Skidegate.  

During all the time since I helped restart CHN back in the late
70s and 80s, to the present day, I have been volunteering a lot
of time to make things happen for the future of CHN. These
are sometimes simple and yet difficult duties and the hours of
work that are involved to find the best solutions are many …
and some success has happened.

Robert A. Young

Presently many in the Nation feel that the CHN political body
is run too much like a corporation and does not represent all
of the Nation! We feel it is time for change!
There should be a seat for every village represented in Old
Massett and Skidegate at the NEW CHN. I am one of those
who feels this strongly!

We face great challenges in our struggle for a better world for
our children, but we have made great advances, and now the
portfolios of Forestry, Archaeology, and Lands and Water need
a lot of hard work to complete in a satisfactory way. We need
strong commitments, unshakable beliefs and positive energy
so that we will succeed, and I believe I have demonstrated this
many times. Policy development is still needed in some areas
of the CHN.

There is no need for Vancouver or Prince Rupert reps! These
are not our territories! (If each village does not mind their reps
living of-Island then ok.)
When I wake to each day I think about all our children and
give thanks for them! So to secure a healthy life for all our
people and Haida Gwaii we need to protect our traditional
foods and medicinal plants.

CHN has accomplished a lot, and many avenues to
independence are now open. This work has drawn upon CHN
members’ knowledge and past involvement over many years
back up the recommendations we make for the negotiation
table and the very important Title Case. At such a critical time
when we are reclaiming our lands back, this is very important
and we have to win in a good way for the Haida Nation.
During all the years from when I began, first behind the scenes
to the elected positions, I remain committed to making it
work for CHN and in turn that’s a win for the Haida Nation. I
know, without a doubt, once again that there will be a lot of
volunteer hours in this coming term but that does not slow me
down.

It is essential that we close all marine and land resource extractions until we have an in-depth study of what is left of our
traditional foods and raw materials. Only then can we proceed
with a economic plan for the Haida and our friends who have
made Haida Gwaii their home too. (If need be, have a lottery
system for non-Haida for fishing and hunting like they have on
the mainland for moose, elk, deer, etc!)

			

Allan Davidson

Jim Edenshaw

My name is Guskin (Allan P. Davidson); I’m a part of the
ST’LANGNG LANAAS Raven Clan from Yan, my mother is Annie
Davidson and my father is Chief IHLDIINII (Alfred Davidson), I
was born and raised on Haida Gwaii and I’m the youngest of 6
children.

This is a time in our history we have to make some very
important decisions that will affect us, our kids, and our
grandkids well being. One of the big ones would be to accept
the NaiKun Wind Development Inc. offer for a share in the
wind farm operation.

I made a personal choice to leave home in my early twenties to
attend post secondary school. In doing so, I also made a choice
to keep connected and return every year. I currently live in
North Vancouver with my beautiful wife (Tamara) and children
(Samantha and Allan Jr.).

We have had communication problems with our current representatives. Simply put, there has not been any communication
on the development and cost of the wind farm project. As
our representatives happily hop on the plane to go to Haida
Gwaii they forget that they are supposed to represent us. They
neglected to call meetings before or after, to inform us about
the agenda and what went on.

I have done many things in my life, but, the one thing I’m
most proud of is my choice to live sober. In sobriety I’ve
received many gifts and I feel it is time for me to give back.
With gratitude, I’ve made a decision with the support of my
family to put my name forward in the coming election for the
Vancouver Regional representative for the Council of the Haida
Nation. I’ve made this decision with the knowledge the Haida
Nation will be facing difficult decisions in the coming years and
we all have a voice in those decisions.

If I am elected I will call meetings prior to going to Haida Gwaii
to get input about the agenda and then after to discuss how
CHN has dealt with the issues. As your representative I will
get input and then I will be able to confidently say that the
opinions I express are opinions that come from our people. I
will be open with all the information that I obtain. I will not
be an absent member but have an open book policy to enable
our people to look at and not guess what happened here
and there. With computers, cell phones and faxes there is no
excuse for not having information, or relying on someone from
our office at home, to inform us of what is going on.

If elected, my focus will be on all issues facing the Haida
Nation, I will bring all the valuable information back to the
Haida citizens living in the Vancouver Region and when it
comes time we will all be able to make an informed decision.

There is a big population of Haida in our region who feel left
out; I will change that. I will rally our people to get things done
that we can feel proud of. We will have more events, meetings
and social get-togethers to make the Vancouver Region and
the whole Nation proud of the steps we have taken and the
ones we strive towards. Communication will get us there and
communication will keep us there. Vote for me and I will insure
that this can and will happen.

We have on-Island a Gwaii Trust and Gwaii Forest Society. Why
not have a GWAII FISH SOCIETY too! (So we can do salmon
enhancement/management/stream keeping etc!)

I wish to extend my thoughts of good luck to all the persons
running for positions in CHN. Oh, don’t forget to mark X by
my name. Good Luck and Howa.

Howa’ for your time and consideration at this very
important time.

I would be proud to represent Skidegate for another term on
the CHN. I am ready to get back in after a two year break from
politics. I am ready to work for the Nation again.

Capt Gold of the Naikun Qiigaawaay Clan, R1/Skidegate

Haaw’a, R.A. Young
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Corrina Russ

Greetings my good Haida people

Christine Smith-Parnell

Haida Laas, my name is Christine Smith-Parnell, daughter of
Don and Pinky Smith, Granddaughter of Lavina White. I am
from the Yahgu’ 7laanaas Clan, Raven, my Haida name is
Xaad Xyaala, which means “Haida Dancer” this name once
belonged to Alfred Davidson from the Yahgu’ 7laanaas clan. I
currently reside in Vancouver; I have called it home for the past
15 years.

My English name is Corrina T. Russ, my Haida name is Laa.uu
tl’a.ga Haad iiwaan gang of the Maaman Gitmans Git’anee
clan.
My mother’s name is Joyce Lena Pratt (in the spirit world.) My
father’s name is Patrick Weir Sr. My maternal grandparents
are Flora and William Russ Sr. (both in the spirit world.) My
paternal grandparents are Carrie and Joe Weir (both in the
spirit world.)

In my professional life, I have worked as an Executive Director
of an Aboriginal Justice Program for the past 11 years. I
participate within our Haida community events and gatherings
that take place in Vancouver and I also enjoy dancing with one
of our Haida groups, the Rainbow Creek Dancers. I’ve been
married for 15 years and am the proud mother of three adult
sons and two teenaged daughters.

For the past few years I have been involved in events and
meetings that CHN holds here in Vancouver. I have attended
many meetings with our Haida people, and participated in the
planning of the CHN Feast last year. I have a strong connection
with our Haida youth as well as other First Nations youth from
other communities, who I see almost on a daily basis, checking
in with them to see how they are doing and what is going on
with them.

I have chosen to run in the CHN elections because I believe
I have an excellent understanding of the needs of our Haida
population here in Vancouver and have the ability to clearly
articulate those needs to the Council of Haida Nation on behalf
of our Vancouver Haida community. I am very aware of the
current political structures both on reserve and away from
home (aka off-reserve).

My teachings always come from a good place in my heart
when I am speaking with people and have always been with
the greatest integrity. My goal is to be very attentive and
empathetic to our urban Haida people here in Vancouver. With
these gifts I will always keep our people informed and updated
on matters that are important to them. Also, to do my best to
build stronger communication between all CHN reps and our
people.

I know that if I serve as a rep for Vancouver, it would provide
our Haida community with a clear understanding of issues
that are taking place back home on Haida Gwaii but also bring
our Vancouver concerns home with a firm, young, passionate,
Haida voice. If elected as a Vancouver rep, I bring with me,
a vast understanding of child apprehension issues within
Vancouver, cultural understandings, non-profit business world
and homelessness issues that affect all of our people including
Haida.

I have always persevered in accomplishing my goals and
everything that was put in my path. When the election was
put in front of me I fought it tooth and nail, and when I finally
accepted this is part of my journey, it did feel like the truth.

How7a, Christine Smith-Parnell

I would like to take this time to say How-aa to my family for all
the love and support since I did finally make the choice to run
for CHN, Vancouver Rep. And yes to my family and friends all
over Canada and the United States a big How-aa to you all.
In closing I would like to say, “OUR HAIDA PEOPLE ARE FIRST
AND FOREMOST and IT IS ABOUT COMING TOGETHER AS A
COMMUNITY.”
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Mandate and Responsibilities of the
Council of the Haida Nation
The official mandate and responsibilities
of the CHN are found in the Constitution
of the Haida Nation, which was adopted
in 2003. A mandate is the authority given
to a government by its electors to develop
and carry out its policies.

publication of the Haida Nation.
CHN shall establish Election Procedures, which must
be adopted by the House of Assembly.
CHN may delegate a consenting Haida Citizen to
represent CHN on specific matters. Any Haida Citizen
so delegated may have this responsibility rescinded by
CHN.

The following is an excerpt from the Constitution:
The Mandate of the Council of the Haida Nation
is Haida Gwaii and surrounding waters.

The CHN shall perpetuate Haida heritage and
cultural identity, and will enact Policies for same.

CHN shall maintain a Secretariat:
a) The Secretariat shall be called the Secretariat of the
Haida Nation. This Society will include representatives of Council of the Haida Nation and Old Massett
Village Council and Skidegate Band Council. The
Secretariat will report to Council of the Haida Nation,
and to the House of Assembly.

CHN shall protect the Domestic and Foreign
interests of the Haida Nation and Territories
through long-term strategies, negotiations, and
steps consistent with the objectives of the Haida
Nation.

b) The Secretariat will administer the Treasury and
Holdings and manage the Secretariat of the Haida
Nation and staff of the Haida Nation, as directed
by the CHN, through adopted CHN Policy and
Procedures.

CHN shall promote a peaceful co-existence with
other people and governments without compromise to the objectives of the Haida Nation.

c) Pursuant to the Policies and Directive of the CHN,
the Secretariat may:

The CHN shall strive for full independence, sovereignty and self-sufficiency of the Haida Nation.

i. Borrow money on the credit of the Haida Nation
with consent of the Council of the Haida Nation.

CHN shall establish land and resource policies
consistent with nature’s ability to produce. The
Policies will be applicable to all users of the
Territories.

ii. Regulate commerce with Foreign Nations and
among domestic communities.

CHN shall regulate access to resources by Citizens
of the Haida Nation and other users of Haida
Gwaii.

iii. Coin money and regulate the valuethereof.

CHN shall conduct the external affairs of the
Haida Nation.

iv. Lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imports and Excises,
to pay the Debts and costs associated to supporting
the Haida Governance, and provide for the general
Welfare of the Haida Nation.

CHN shall provide for the Common Defense of
the Haida Nation.

v. Employ such persons or institutions deemed necessary by the CHN to carry out the CHN mandate.

CHN shall keep the Citizens of the Haida Nation
fully informed and shall keep a Record of Proceedings, and from time to time publish reports
on the activities of the CHN, excepting such parts
as may, in their judgment, require confidentiality. CHN will publish Haida Laas as the official

CHN may establish committees, institutions, and
other processes to carry out the CHN mandate.
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