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Old Massett
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Brown, Ronald Jr.
Churchill, April
Pick, Melinda
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Collison, Pansy
Davidson, Jennifer
Fast, Charlene
Parnell, David
Parnell, Frank
White, Bill

OId Massett Regional
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Administrator
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Check out the results of the election
on Facebook – Council of the Haida Nation,
like it now!

haidanation.ca

or, at haidanation.ca

Bennett, Robert
Collison, Kiefer
Collison, Vincent
Davis, Robert (Pedro)
Edenshaw, Donnie
Jones, Lawrence
Kallio, Brandon
Samuels, Cynthia
Yeltatzie, John

Vancouver Regional
Davidson, Allan P.
Edenshaw, Shawn
Fregin, Clifford
Greene, Sandra
Savino, James
Williams, Harold Jr.

Please note: All candidates were offered
space in Haida Laas to provide a message
to citizens of the nation.

program reports : haida laas
links : diplomacy : agreements
government : working groups

- it’s all good -

Photos are courtesy of Vince Collison and the Denver Museum of Science & Art.
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Candidates – President
Peter Lantin • Robert Mills

Peter Lantin
Xaadaa Gwaay. Dii uu Gaw
xaadaagang. Ga yaahl aas guusuu dii
kwa’laagang. Kun laanaas uu iijang.
Ethel Jones dii naan uu iijang. Tillie
Orr dii ‘aw uu iijangKil tlaats’gaa hinu
dii kyaang.
Kil tlaats’gaa hinu dii kyaang.
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Growing up, my Nonnie Ethel Jones
and Goggie Scumby (Chief Gwyaawhlans) raised me to understand
the responsibilities and dedication
required of a Haida leader. They
showed me that true leadership
comes from working hard, being
honest and respectful, listening, and
making sure that the Haida nation
comes first. Nonnie Ethel shared with
me the history of the Haida and how
we have always led and fought for our
home, Haida Gwaii, and our place as
Haida citizens. Through listening to
my Nonnie and Goggie, and watching
them speak in our communities, I
learned the art of public speaking and
to make practical decisions reflecting
the values they stood for. For these
reasons, I am running for the position
of President of the Haida Nation.
As we move into the future it
is time to review and adapt our
approach to governance. Our new
president must bring a fresh perspective, fostering strong communication
and joint decision-making. She/he

must be willing and able to involve
regional representatives, Hereditary
Chiefs and Matriarchs, Band Councils
and all Haida communities in all matters of our nation and must have the
skills to facilitate a unified position of
our nation. These are the fundamental skills I possess and will bring to
the position of president.
I believe the traditional teachings
of Nonnie and Goggie combined with
my experience and skill set gained
from a 20 year career in governance
and administration have prepared
me to lead us through the challenging
next steps of our nation.
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Elected Old Massett Village
Council Deputy Chief Councillor
at age 23;
Band Administrator for Old
Massett Village Council;

Gwaii Trust Society Chairman;

Chief Operating Officer for
Tricorp, analyzing and approving
business plans for 7 years;
First Nations consultant, specializing in financial management
and aboriginal financial institutions;
Member of first all-island youth
advocate team addressing youth
inclusion and empowerment on
Haida Gwaii (Gwaii Trust Youth
Coordinator and Nights Alive
Youth Coordinator);

Giving Back the Name Ceremony MC and 25th Anniversary of
Lyell Island Co-MC;
The voice of the All-Native
Basketball Tournament on
CFNR, aka Pistol Pete.

Haida Title
Respect and acknowledgement needs
to be given to all our past and present
leaders who have built our Title Case
to a place where we now need to
start planning for its reality. We have
5

never approached anything with a
belief that we will fail, and Haida Title
is no different. I strongly believe in
Haida Title. My vision for Haida Title
is based on our continued assertion
of ownership over the land, air, and
waters of Haida Gwaii through unified
clarity of our direction and future as
Haida. The path to sovereignty for
the Haida nation must involve broad
community dialogue that is inclusive
of the perspectives of all Haida
citizens.
The Haida Nation needs to
develop a financial plan for the Haida
Title case, a clear outlook of the
anticipated legal costs. We cannot
approach the financial planning
of this initiative on a year-to-year
basis; we need a short and long-term
financial plan to continue down this
road.
Youth Engagement
My interest in the future for Haida
Gwaii was created by my Nonnie
Ethel and Goggie Scumby. I have a
strong track record of empowering
youth, from my early days with the
Gwaii Trust and to my recent involvement in the creation of the Gwaii
Trust youth committee. I strongly
believe that leadership needs to work
closely with the next generation and
empower them to get involved. I will
accomplish this by giving Haida youth
the opportunities to be involved
with the Nation’s leadership through
creating mentorships and fostering
early youth-skill development. I was
mentored to be in the position I am
today and will ensure that I pass this
on to the next generation; it is what
keeps us so strong as a Nation.

Haida Language and Culture
Haida language and art is our identity,
our cultural expression of who we are
and how we relate to the lands and
waters of Haida Gwaii. A dedicated
vision to save our Haida language
must be prioritized. The CHN must
lead by example with a coordinated
effort to ensure financial support for
programs and teachers is solidified.
All leadership needs to acknowledge
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Peter Lantin • Robert Mills

the importance of this issue, in that
our history is preserved within
language and culture and this is what
sets us apart and makes us unique.

Haida Business
My knowledge of business, especially
First Nations business, allows me to
understand the complexities facing
both small-business owners and
HaiCo. The experience I bring from
Tricorp gives me a true appreciation
of the challenges and risks individuals
take when starting small businesses
on Haida Gwaii. I intend to ensure
that our Haida entrepreneurs will
have increased access to the training,
skills and resources they need to
be successful in bringing economic
opportunities and jobs to our communities.
Ensuring HaiCo has the support
to develop its structure and the ability
to make profits while balancing the
need for formal relationship-building
with the CHN is also of great importance. Creating balance between

these two entities will ensure jobs
for our people and make certain that
HaiCo is a leading corporation.
I am confident in my abilities
and my run for presidency. I bring to
the table a foundation in traditional
knowledge and teachings combined
with solid experience in First Nations
business practices, finance and
governance. I am willing to learn, I am
willing to listen and I am willing to
lead. I am committed to representing
all communities of our Nation and
am grateful for the work of past and
present leadership as directed by our
people.

This is a link to Peter Lantin’s Facebook page.
Download a bar code scanner app to your
phone and scan the symbol.
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Robert Mills
My name is Robert Mills and my
Haida name is Kilnaagins. I am of the
Skidegate Gidins Clan, also known
as the Naa’Yuu’ans Xaaydaga. My
mother is Juanita (Netta) Mills (née
Wilson) of Skidegate, my father is the
late James (Jim) Mills of Vancouver.
My Nuni and Chini are the late Lydia
and Jimmy Wilson of Skidegate. I am
a single father raising my 14-year old
autistic daughter Kimi in Skidegate.
I have six children ranging in age 14
through 27.
After becoming Chief Councillor
of Skidegate, I noticed the strained
relationship between the Council of
the Haida Nation (CHN) and the two
Band Councils. I also noted the low
number of Haida citizens attending
the quarterly meetings and the House
of Assembly. Communication and
inclusion is key to maintaining good
working relationships and I believe
this needs to be improved upon with
the Band Councils.
Working together on economic
development initiatives will also
improve relationships. Instead of
trying to succeed autonomous from
one another, we should be supporting
and helping each other. We are at our
strongest when we are all united and
working together for the betterment of all Haida citizens. There are
many ways we could find to work
better side-by-side – for example,

our Regional Reps could be meeting
with their respective Band Councils,
instead of waiting to report out at
the Quarterly Sessions, to help with
communications.
We are at our strongest when we
are all united and working together
for the betterment of our nation.
Unity between the Band Councils, the
CHN and Haida citizens is paramount
if we are to move forward and be
successful in all we do.
Communication is important for
every citizen, no matter where they
live. Our community members need
to know what is happening so they
can be informed and get involved. I
have been participating on the Reconciliation of Title team as the Skidegate
representative and feel every Haida
citizen should know without question
what Title will look like, and how it
will affect each of us in our daily lives.
I was first elected to the Skidegate Band Council in February 2006
and served a two-year term. I was
nominated for the Chief Councillor
position in the 2010 election while
living in Kamloops, was subsequently elected, and moved home to
Skidegate.
In our first year we were
successful in getting the Band and
the newly-constructed Heritage
Centre out of debt. We had met with
ex-ministers and the Minister of
Aboriginal and Northern Development Canada (AANDC) as well as the
Regional Director General of BC, only
to discover we were on our own. We
worked hard and were able to clear
these debts and put the Band back
in good standing with AANDC and
maintain our current funding.
In the 2012 election I was
acclaimed Chief Councillor for my
second term and have been working
with the Old Massett Village Council
(OMVC) on joint ventures to improve
the outlook for our communities by
generating revenue and jobs. Working
together increases our chances of success and I will continue to advocate
for this beyond this election.
During my time on Council, I
held several portfolios and was on a
7

number of boards. I was also on the
Skidegate Emergency Preparedness
Committee and took several courses
through the Justice Institute, as well
as Emergency Management Training,
to be better prepared in the event
of a natural disaster in or around
Skidegate.
My background is mainly in
law enforcement and addictions
counselling. I was in the RCMP from
January 1981 to May 2001. Over my
twenty-year career I had worked
in a variety of positions and took a
number of training courses. I was
posted and lived in places all over the
province. I have traveled extensively
throughout BC, Washington State,
Montana, Manitoba and Alberta,
attending ceremonies in many First
Nations communities.
In seeing all these different
places I feel very fortunate to have
been born Haida and am very proud
of our rich culture. The conditions
that we have here on Haida Gwaii are
far better than most and for that I am
grateful.
My time on SBC and as Chief
Councillor, coupled with my work and
life experience, has prepared me for
the position of our nation’s president
and I ask for your support in this
election.
I am always available to talk to
any citizen about their concerns and
vision for the future. Our Vision, Our
Nation, Our Success.
Haaw’a, Robert (Bopper) Mills
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April Churchill
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Good people. My name is April
Churchill, Xiihliikingang. I belong
to the Gawaa Gitans Gitanee, Eagle
clan. My naan is Selina Harris Adams,
Ilstayaa. My chinn is Alfred Adams,
Skil Gyans of the Kyanuusalii. My aaw
is Delores Churchill, Ilskyalas, and her
brother Oliver Adams, Chief Gaalaa,
was the Old Massett Village chief after
Willie Matthews, Chief Wiah.
An appreciation for our ancestors’ and elders’ commitment to
keeping our culture alive, and their
passing of knowledge and skills down
to us, to be used and passed by us to
the next generation, is the basis of
my passion for contributing to our
collective work.
I received my cultural training
from my naan, aaw, and other elders.
I am a spruce root and cedar bark
weaver and teacher, and come from
a family of weavers. My mind, heart,
and spirit know that our culture is
born of respect and intimacy with
the land, and seas, and air around us,
and this is from where our strength,
knowledge and wisdom comes.
As a past Massett Regional
Representative for the CHN, an SHN
administrative assistant for Ernie
Collison, an interim SHN administrator, a CHN executive assistant, and
most recently as Vice-president,
I have been blessed with the
opportunity to gain knowledge about
our governance, administration, legal,
and negotiating history. I also have a
good understanding of our political
structure, our laws, processes,
strategies, agreements, and external
relationships. This knowledge has
been critical to performing the duties
of Vice-president.
Our ancestors, past leadership,
and each generation’s achievements
came about because of their respect
for each other, for Haida Gwaii, and
for future generations. Their wisdom
in founding our governance on the
unity of our ancient relationships and
agreements gives us strength, such
that the greatest troubles cannot overcome us. The basing of our mandates

and strategies on our cultural laws,
principles, and values has given us
the highest standards of governance.
The constitution that our people
have been building for nearly forty
years – beginning with elders laying
out the framework – combines the
best of a clan system and a democratic system. Each generation has
kept the link to our past unbroken
and passed a brighter torch to the
next generation.
We have come from a place of
having no say over our territory and
being isolated from employment. But
because we have built on the achievements of the past, we are again
exercising our right to access, protecting the lands our ancestors and elders
identified for protection, exercising
jurisdiction through the management
of our lands and waters, and, our new
corporation, HaiCo, is beginning the
work of building businesses that will
provide our people with meaningful
employment.
This economic strategy
combined with our land plan and
the Kunst’aaguu/Kunst’aay.ah
Protocol is providing the structure to
strengthen our management and our
social-economic well-being across
all of Haida Gwaii. But the work is
not done. The Haida Nation is now
working hard to protect our seas and
re-establish our rightful place in the
fisheries. But that will be for nothing
if Canada approves the proposed
Enbridge project. The pipeline
proposal is the greatest threat facing
us, and challenging that will require
unity, well thought-out strategies, and
support from all our allies.
My commitment to you is:
•

•

To honour our ancestors, past
leaders, and the people’s work
by continuing to build on their
guidance, strategies, and achievements – and, to keep our cultural
laws, principles, and values at the
center of our nation’s work;
To work with everyone,
keeping the title and rights, self9

•
•
•
•

sufficiency, and self-governance
mandates moving forward for the
well-being of Haida Gwaii, our
people, and future generations;

To uphold the Constitution,
the Haida Accord, the House of
Assembly directives, and our laws
and policies;

To support and advocate for
our language, youth, education,
health, social and economic work;
To strengthen our position by
honouring our alliances and
agreements;

To listen and bring the
knowledge, skills, and aspirations
of our people into the nation’s
business.

As Vice-president I will bring my
knowledge, skills, time, commitment,
and life experiences – including the
wisdom gained by learning from
my mistakes – to the service of our
people, and contribute to passing a
brighter torch to the next generations.
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•
•

Guud x’ang.ii –
Melinda Pick
Daughter of Marie and Gerald Pauloski Sr; granddaughter of Kathleen
(née Brown) and Robert Collison, and
Lillian Feyer and Joseph Pauloski Sr.

Experience/transferable skills to CHN
Vice-president position:
• CHN Reconciliation Coordinator
2011 – 2012
• T & M Log Loading LTD (Owner)
1987 – 2012
Volunteer:
• Skidegate pole raising (2001)
• South End Coordinator Islands
Spirit Rising (2005)
• Skidegate Repatriation and
Cultural Committee Co-chair/
bookkeeper (2002 – 2012)
• Set up and attended meeting
between CHN and Minister of
Energy and Mines (2005)
• Set up and attended meeting
between CHN and Assistant
Deputy Minister of Natural
Resources Canada (2005)
• Haida Marine Work Group
appointed member of public
(2006 – present)
• Haida Power Authority Director
(2005 – 2009)
• Eco-system Based (EBM)
Learning Forums Coordinator/

Facilitation Mentee – provided
coordination and logistics in
support of the EBM Learning
Forum Advisory Group (a joint
project of Coastal First Nations,
Greenpeace, ForestEthics, and
Sierra Club of Canada (2007 –
2010)
Coordinated visit to Haida Gwaii
for Honorable Minister of Natural
Resources Canada to meet with
CHN, CFN, Hereditary Chiefs and
local leaders (2006)
Coordinated logistics for film
crew to visit Great Bear Rainforest for documentary Harmony
narrated by Charles, Prince of
Wales

Consulted and contracted for:
• Haida Fisheries
• Living Oceans Society
• Correctional Services of Canada
• Haida Gwaii Legal Project Society / Haida Gwaii Restorative
Justice
• Haida Gwaii Communities
Liaison - University of Northern
British Columbia (2003 – 2005)
• Gwaii Haanas National Park
Reserve and Haida Heritage Site
– Finance and Administration
Clerk and Heritage presenter
(2001 – 2002)

Mother, grandmother, activist,
advocate, and businesswoman, who
believes in equality, fairness, integrity
and accountability. Every person has
a gift and every job has a value. We all
have contributions to make to ensure
we live in a healthy thriving community. It takes a community to raise
a child and we all have an important
role. Many of our children move away
to get an education and don’t return.
What can we do to ensure that there
are jobs for them to come home to?
We are experiencing a strong
cultural revitalization. Many people
are hard at work preserving the Haida
language. We have weavers, carvers,
drummers, singers, food gatherers
etc. Family is the backbone of Haida
culture. We have wonderful families,
clans, great neighbors, an abundance
10

of food and people to enjoy it with.
These are exciting times. Let’s
have our young people mentored into
management positions. Let’s support
one another in our growth as people
and as a nation. In today’s economy
it is necessary to think outside the
box, put our creative thinking-caps
on and return to investing in a
localized economy. Local businesses
add to the character that is Haida
Gwaii, contributing more than just
goods and services. Each time you
choose to spend your dollars at a local,
independent business, you are voting
for the continued strength and vitality
of our community. A dollar earned and
spent locally supports the community
as a whole and has a multiplier effect.
With earthquakes, tsunamis and
changes in the weather around the
world, we’ve all had time to reflect on
what’s really important. We recycle
everything here so why not recycle
our hard earned money and continue
to feed our local economy in a good
way. What if we’re cut off from the
rest of the world for a while? We
would be okay because we have a
good local food supply and each other.
We possess all the skills communally
to get through anything.
Let’s continue to move forward
in a positive direction in developing
a sustainable economy. We should
be proud that we’re doing so in a
respectful manner. We are doing
our best to cooperatively manage
everything, in keeping with cultural
values and traditions that would
make our ancestors very proud. Let’s
maintain the balance we’ve known for
thousands of years.
Please allow your voice to be heard
and vote for Melinda Pick.

Trevor Russ
Xaayda ‘laas’ dii tuulang ‘isis dii
guud uu iijang, dii maaman uu iijang,
dii xaadaa uu iijang. Flora Russ dii
naan uu iijan. Corrina Russ dii aw uu
iijang. Ginn waadluuwan uu ‘laa isdaa
aayaagan hinuu dii k’yaang
Good People, My friends,
I am eagle, I am Maaman, I am Haida.
Flora Russ is my Naanii and Corrina
Russ is my mother. Good At Everything
He Does, is my name.

I am honoured to have my name
put forward to represent our Haida
nation in political office as the next
Vice-president for the Council of the
Haida Nation. I understand that the
work and responsibilities that will
be bestowed upon this next elected
body will be a continuation of the
work that our ancestors started and
our past leaders have carried through
from their hearts. Just like them, I live
and breathe Haida Gwaii. I am proud
to say that I have experienced almost
every part of Haida country and it
has helped me to understand why
we want to take care of her for our
children and their children to come.
We have come far as a nation,
signing agreements with both the
province of BC and Canada without
jeopardizing the position that Haida

Gwaii is ours to take care of, but the
work is not done! It is the responsibility of our generation to continue this
work, to get us to a place of independence and self-sufficiency without
sacrificing our cultural identity and
heritage.
As your next Vice-president, it
will be my duty to keep our Council
on the right path and ensure that the
work being done is in accordance to
our beliefs and traditions in pursuit
of our goals as the Haida nation. I
will listen to every citizen’s opinion
on how we keep our nation moving
in the right direction, and answer all
questions openly. I will encourage
working with the Chiefs, village
councils and the CHN elected body
to improve our working relationships, and to make certain that the
decisions and the direction of the
Haida Nation are in the best interest
of Haida citizens. I will work with our
language groups and committees to
ensure there is core funding in place
to continue the work of preserving
our language, while encouraging all
elected bodies to, at the very least,
learn to introduce themselves in our
language – it is who we are.
With the experience, knowledge
and negotiating skills that I have
gained over the last four years as
a Regional Representative on the
Council of the Haida Nation, along
with the traditional teachings from
my Naanii and Tsinnii, I believe I will
be a positive feature to the newly
elected council and will assist our
next president along with the CHN
elect to get off to a good start.
Our Constitution says the role of
the Vice-president is to be the second
speaker of the Nation, to call the
sittings of the CHN and oversee CHN
activities. I believe it is more than
that: the Vice-president must be fully
engaged with Council, participating,
communicating, encouraging and
sharing the work of the Nation with
all the elected body and not to forget
the values by which we are guided. It
is my belief that the CHN elect should
host more informal sessions, to hear
the voices of citizens to ensure the
11

visions of the next generation are
captured so that decisions made on
their behalf support their dreams of
what the Haida Nation is to become.
Over my years as a basketball
player, I have learnt that the only way
to be successful in an environment
such as politics is to work as a team,
that everyone must work together
for the common goal, and to keep
personal issues on the side for the
betterment of the team. I learnt to
encourage people not belittle them,
to lead by example, to help others
along their journey, to help the team,
and most of all, to be proud of where
I come from – the Haida nation. I fully
intend to utilize my skill-set only for
the betterment of our Haida nation. I
believe being your Vice-president is
the next step for me as a leader of our
nation.
If you support teamwork,
honesty, transparency, accountability,
commitment, experience and unity,
then I ask you to please support me,
Trevor Russ (Ginn waadluu un uula
isdaa ayagang) as your next Vicepresident, on December 8th, 2012.
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Adeana Young
Kuun Jaad hinuu dii kyang, dii uu
Ts’aahl Jaanas gaagang. My English
name is Adeana Young. I come from
the Ts’aahl Jaanas Clan.
I chose to run for Vice-president
of the Haida Nation because I truly
believe I understand what CHN is. The
Haida Constitution says CHN is the
governing body of the Haida nation.
When you’re the governing body, it
means that you have to get direction
from somewhere or somebody. The
direction that I am going to take is
from the Haida people. I understand
there are a lot of people who work 9
– 5, Monday to Friday and don’t have
time to make it to committee meetings. I am an approachable person.
I encourage you to come out
and ask questions, and ask, “Why?”
Every Haida person has the right
to know what is going on. I have no
problem whatsoever talking (ask my
husband). If there’s something that I
can help you understand, I will most
definitely do my best to help; if you
have an idea that you think will help
something move smoothly, I’m open
to listening to ideas. With that being
said, I want to say there are a lot of
things that are easier said than done.
I want people to understand that
things take time; I want people to
understand that things don’t get done
overnight or over one meeting – it
takes time. If you’re curious or want

an explanation on something, call one
of our offices. Furthermore, when you
bring forward your ideas, it’s your
contribution and support of our representatives. That’s what makes CHN
successful – you are CHN’s support.
There are a lot of things happening in CHN and it’s not going to be an
easy position. I want people to know
I am a person who likes to, “take the
bull by the horns” (ask my husband).
I want people to know that I am a
strong representative and Haida
Gwaii is what I will stand for. CHN is
striving for Title and Rights and I can
help attain those Rights respectfully.
I can see and hear people, and am
able to identify where processes
might need an additional sequence to
get it right or if somebody’s missing
information.
Our people’s voices are the
loudest but not everybody can get
up in a room full of people and ask
questions or make comments. When
I’m sitting in the hall at a potlatch or
public gathering, I hear people – I’m
always listening. When I speak, I like
to make sure that I have people who
support what I am going to say and I
can stand firm by the words I speak.
I talk to many people and ask, “What
do you think?” I’m confident when I
give out information because I have
good listening skills and research
practices.
For as long as I can remember
people have talked to me about
whatever they need to talk about. I
would always sit there and listen. My
husband and I moved down to Comox
eight years ago and we went to our
friends’ wedding. They had a dance
in the evening and there were people
there I didn’t know, and they just
felt like they had to come and talk to
me – they talked about everything. At
the time I thought it a little irritating,
now I think it’s the greatest gift that I
could ever ask for. To be able to listen
to people and have an understanding
on where they’re coming from, and
what exactly it is they’re trying to
say – and to be able to help. I strongly
feel that I can continue to uphold the
Haida nation and your voices – our
12

voices will be heard.
I was hired as the Natural
Resource Department Clerk in
September of 2011. I started to
understand papers that I read. As I
progressed in my work I began to
think I should be doing more for
Haida Gwaii. I have a passion for this
and I will do whatever I can to help
Haida Gwaii. This is my children’s
home, this is my family’s home, my
Nonnies and Chinnies home.
My husband and I talked a long
while about me running for Vicepresident and we both agree that this
just seems like the right thing for me
to do.
In closing, congratulations to all
candidates and I wish the best of luck
to you all with life’s many endeavours.
Damanhl ang kiing, Adeana Young

Pansy Collison
My Haida name is Kaakuns. The interpretation for my name is Story Keeper.
I come from the Tsaahl Laanaas Eagle
Clan. I was born and raised on Haida
Gwaii by my parents, the late Paul
and Gertie White. My Haida professional cultural teachers were Nonny
Amanda Edgars, my precious mother
and many other Haida elders. Howa
to all my mentors, champions, and
role models for all of your support
and guidance.
I believe education and culture
is integral to all our lives. I have
extensive knowledge of the Haida
traditions and culture, which I share
as an educator, teacher, Haida singer,
cedar weaver, book writer, drum
maker and dance leader. It is my goal
and obligation to keep our Haida
language and culture alive, thriving
and flourishing. I have an extensive,
solid education which consists of
several degrees; Teacher certificate;
Early Childhood certificate; Bachelor
of General Studies degree, Liberal
Arts; Adult Instructor diploma; Post
Baccalaureate diploma; Masters
Degree in Curriculum and Instruction; and Small Business Management
certificate.
I have many years of experience
and knowledge in the political arena.
I was an Old Massett Village Council
member for 12 years and a CHN
Prince Rupert representative. When I
don’t understand the process, procedures, HaiCo, fisheries, sport lodges,
Taan Forestry products, Constitution,
Title case, Haida Accord, parity funds,
revenue funds or any other issues
relating to CHN, I ask questions for
clarity and more understanding.
In the Prince Rupert Region, I
believe it is vital that the Regional
Representatives work together for
the benefit of all the Haida people
living off-Reserve. When the Region
receives funding for food fishing,
Christmas dinners, children’s gifts
and graduation celebrations, I believe
it is vital that the funding decisions
are made by a board, where there is
fairness, accountability and transpar-

ency. It is important to continue the
Haida nights at the Friendship House,
however we need more volunteers to
share their knowledge in teaching the
language, culture and artistic skills.
I have a lot to contribute to
sustain the beautiful lands of Haida
Gwaii. I believe our children are our
most valuable resource and they are
our hope for the future. I am a huge
advocate for all aboriginal children in
the education system. After teaching
for 20 years, I have a great passion
to fight for the rights of the future
generation. It is our responsibility
and duty to sustain and maintain the
history and culture, and keep our
land and resources intact. All the
Haida people have the fundamental
right to voice their concerns, ideas,
aspirations and hopes for the future
of Haida Gwaii. Let’s all work together
to keep Haida Gwaii safe and intact
for our grandchildren. Good luck to all
the candidates.
Vote for Pansy Collison on December
1 and 8th, 2012 – Howa for your
support.

Frank Parnell

Frank & David
Parnell
Frank and David Parnell are pleased
to announce their candidacies for
Regional Representatives for the
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Council of the Haida Nation, Prince
Rupert Region. Frank and David thank
the good Haida people of the Prince
Rupert Region for giving them this
opportunity to assist in developing
the people’s vision. They plan to work
together to enhance the people’s
vision by seeking funds for strategic
planning, seeking core funds for an
office location, and seeking funds
to complete an operational plan for
the people’s vision. Frank and David
believe in transparent, respectful
communication, including being
respectful of differences.
About Frank A. Parnell
Frank Parnell’s Naanii and Tsiinii
were the late Charlotte and John
Marks. Frank comes from the Kunn
Laana’as clan in Massett. His Haida
name is 7unskaagang. He was born
and raised on the North Coast and
has lived in various BC communities
during the course of his education
and employment. He and his wife,
Caroline, have two sons, Jason and
Rodd, and two granddaughters,
Angela and Kwiiaas.
Parnell has devoted his entire
39-year business career to the betterment of aboriginal people.
He is presently Chief Executive Officer of Tribal Resources
Investment Corporation (TRICORP),
a First Nations lending institution
comprised of the Haida, the Nisga’a
and the Tsimshian Nations. Much of
the success of the TRICORP initiative
has resulted from Parnell’s ability to
bring together diverse partners and
negotiate with them to consensus, so
they can work together in harmony.
This position was a natural
progression for Frank, who launched
his employment career as a Band
Social Development Administrator
and moved on to become an Outreach
Worker, an Employment Counsellor
and a Special Programs Consultant
for CEIC.
Frank worked with the North
Coast Tribal Council for 10 years
– five as an administrator, and five
as the President. During that time
he was successful in bringing more
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than $35-million in funding from
the Department of Indian affairs
(DIA) and other funding agencies to
the North Coast, and was involved
in initiating the devolution of DIA
programs.
He numbers among his
achievements the development of
the $5.5-million Chatham Village
site in Prince Rupert; acquisition of
the Social Development Program
from DIA; control over DIA
economic development funds; and
the administration of funding for
the post-secondary education and
occupational skills training program.
Among others, Frank sat as a
board member for the CHN from
1984 – 1988, and has served on the
BC Native Employment Advisory
Committee and the Northern Economic Development Corporation.
A strong leader and skilled
negotiator, Frank was called upon to
mediate between the native and the
non-native communities on Haida
Gwaii in 1991 regarding the Gwaii
Trust. A process on a relationship
protocol was required that would
allow the communities a route to
negotiate with Canada and British
Columbia. He chaired the Board
of Directors for Gwaii Trust from
September 1994 until December
1996, overseeing the management
of the $38-million perpetual fund
established to provide sustainable
economic development for Haida
Gwaii.
Recently, Frank negotiated a
$20-million dollar package with
the federal government to provide
employment and skills training funds
to members of the TRICORP service
region.
About David Parnell
David Parnell’s Indian name is
Guun’ay. He is honoured to be a part
of two strong and culturally rich
nations: Haida and Nisga’a. He is
married and has been blessed with
three children. During the past 14
years David has been either going
to school or working in Vancouver.
While in Vancouver he successfully

local level in hosting events and services that bring our people together.
Today’s Haida people want to engage
in cultural, sporting, and recreational
activities that will enhance their
quality of life.
That’s why he and Frank plan to:
•

David Parnell
attained his Red Seal in the electrical
program through BCIT, and then
worked as a fire alarm technician
for eight years. Although being a fire
alarm tech was good work, he wanted
to do more for our people, so he
enrolled in the Business Management
Degree program at Langara College.
He has now attained a diploma
in Business Management and has
plans to complete a degree through
distance education.
Today, David works at Tribal
Resources Investment Corporation
(TRICORP) as a Business Analyst.
He enjoys his job as it allows him
to travel to many communities and
meet people and help entrepreneurs
achieve TRICORP’s mission of
economic self-reliance.
What he brings to the table is
his belief that, “the possibilities are
endless as long as you are willing to
put in the work,” and he believes this
perspective can be an advantage for
all Haida people.
At this time David is honoured
to have a strong and knowledgeable
mentor, TRICORP CEO Frank Parnell;
Frank and he will be running in this
election together. David feels that
with Frank’s wealth of knowledge,
experience, and balanced approach,
coupled with his “endless possibilities mentality”, we can do a lot of
good things for our local membership.
Shared Vision
Currently the CHN is limited at the
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•
•
•

Form a strong committee that
will focus on fundraising, so
that our local membership can
plan and execute many of these
healthy extra-curricular activities.
Advocate for a strong working
relationship with CHN and the
village councils on-Island to
advocate for expanded services
here in Prince Rupert.
Continue the food fish for our
local.
Immediately begin work on the
local Christmas dinner.

In this business, we believe communication is essential and we plan
to develop effective avenues for
communication, whether it is an
old-fashioned mailing list or a new
website. Our approach is to have an
open mind when it comes to new
ideas, and when we hear good ideas
we have no problem putting our
energy behind them. When elected,
we will open the avenues for positive
communication that will focus on the
Haida Nation’s strengths and build on
that strength. And finally, we plan to
provide a strong voice for our Region
at the Council of Haida Nation’s
Annual General Meetings and voice
your questions and concerns.

Vote for experience, respect and
understanding, on December 8th,
2012. Vote for the people’s vision.

Allan Davidson
My name is Skil Hiilans (Allan P.
Davidson). I was honoured with this
name at a potlatch in August 2012,
by my mother Annie Davidson; the
name was given to me to represent
the ST’LANGNG LANAAS Raven Clan
village of Kungeilang. My father is
Chief IHLDIINII (Alfred Davidson)
of the K’owas branch of the Sta’stas
from Kiusta. I was born and raised on
Haida Gwaii and I’m the youngest of
six children.
First and foremost, I’d like to
give a BIG HOW’AA to Guujaaw for
his leadership throughout his tenure
as our President and Cindy Boyko
for her years of service as Skidegate
Regional Representative.
Here we are again – three years
has passed quickly – and it has been
an honour to serve as the Vancouver
Regional Representative. As a firstterm representative, there were some
challenges, however those were made
easy with the good leadership and
guidance of the many tenured Council
members.
As one representative on the
Council, I currently participate on
two committees: the CHN Heritage
& Natural Resources Committee
(H&NRC) and the CHN Energy Committee; I am also one of the two Haida
representatives on the Haida Gwaii
Management Council (HGMC).

The H&NRC successfully worked
with provincial District Office staff
to transition to the newly developed
Solutions Table, and the Energy
Committee successfully established
a working group of experts in renewable energy technology to give the
CHN advice and guidance as we work
towards eliminating the use of diesel
generators. On the HGMC, we worked
closely with the technicians for the
CHN in preparation for the Allowable
Annual Cut for all operable lands
on Haida Gwaii. The next initiative
for the HGMC is to develop a Forest
Strategy for Haida Gwaii. Although
the establishment of the HGMC and
the Solutions Table are milestones in
exercising our rights over our lands
and waters, it is still the objective of
the Council of the Haida Nation to
continue to seek HAIDA RIGHTS &
TITLE!
It has been a busy three years
on Haida Gwaii, while in Vancouver
there were meetings on important
projects, Christmas events, food-fish
distribution and getting together with
our CHN Executive. Even though we
had several meetings with the CHN
leadership and Executive, it is with
great humility that I acknowledge
and take responsibility for not
having regularly-scheduled quarterly
meetings; I also acknowledge the
importance of getting the information
out to the Vancouver Region.
If re-elected I will commit to
engaging the Vancouver Region in
a more timely manner, and I would
like to work with both the Skidegate
Band Council and Old Massett Village
Council to build a stronger nation.
If we work together we can achieve
great things and, with my familiarity
with the ongoing work that needs to
continue, I am seeking the support
of the Haida citizens living in the
Vancouver Region.
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Shawn Edenshaw
My name is Shawn Edenshaw and I
am running for the position of CHN
Vancouver Regional Representative.
This is my first time running for such
a position, and I look forward to this
path.
For those who don’t know me,
I’ve been carving, singing and dancing
for as long as I can remember. Seeing
as I grew up in Vancouver, I feel this
position was made for me. I promise
to represent our nation to the best of
my ability. I will do everything in my
power to make myself available to
you and give you an opportunity to
voice your opinions and concerns.
Now more than ever, we all need
to work together to move our nation
forward. What ever comes our way,
I will insure that all available information will be made accessible to you. I
believe in helping those around me,
and making informed decisions based
on the facts on hand.
I’ve always wanted to see change
and progress within our nation, and
I’ve decided to take the steps necessary to see this happen.
Will you support me on this decision to run for this position? I hope
that we can work together on this.
If you would like to contact me, do
so at <shawn@edenshawarts.com> or
call 778-991-2347.
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Sandra Greene
TulGatAt hin uu dii kya’aang. Greetings, my name is Sandra Greene,
Eagle clan, and I was born and raised
in Prince Rupert. I have lived in
Vancouver for over 10 years now.
My ancestors: Alice Nast (born
Brown); roots from Tsiits Gitannee
House of Twilight (Massett); Nunni –
Edna Foss (born Harris); Great Nunni
– Alice Burgess (born Nelson); and
Swede (Clarence) Jones (Skidegate).
I have a son/grandson, Leon Miller.
My daughter Nina (Sweetpea) passed
away a few years ago.
I have been involved in community since my mom started taking
me to meetings in my teens (a long
time ago!) I continue to participate
as much as possible. I have worked
mainly in health issues, women›s
issues and all First Nations issues
for many years and volunteered on a
variety of boards.
My current position is with the
Indian Residential School Survivor
Society as a coordinator for youth
events – to share with our youth what
happened at these schools and how
we are healing from the effects. My
mom and grandma (Edna Foss) both
were made to go to residential school
and we never really moved back

home after that. I have been on my
own healing journey for a long time.
Currently I am on the Native
Education College board of directors
and have served as one of the Vancouver Regional CHN Reps this past term.
I co-facilitate workshops for
the University of Victoria’s chronic
pain self-management program and
also VACFSS Strengthening Families
program. For the past two years I
have been a part of the Git Hyetsk
Dance Group, which is a multi-nation
group in Vancouver. Last year, I
started learning cedar weaving and
Haida language and storytelling. My
mom always promoted education and
I believe that we never stop learning.
CHN is at a real growth stage
and I totally appreciate all the hard
work that Council members have
put in to get it to this place. It’s a lot
of commitment and learning to be a
part of the Council. There is so much
to discuss at the quarterly meetings
and a lot of diversity in what we’re
involved in as a nation.
I am proud to be a part of the
Council and would be glad to serve
again. There are a lot of good candidates putting their name forward and
I’m glad that there is a willingness
to work for our Haida nation in this
capacity. Regardless of who gets
in as Vancouver Regional Rep, I would
like to see a Vancouver board formed
of all candidates, so that there can be
more local involvement and activities
generated.
Howa’a!

James Sovino
First, I would like to wish everyone
good luck in the upcoming election.
My name is James Savino, my clan
is YahguLanaas, and my grandparents
are Amos Williams and Marjorie
Williams. I had the opportunity to
grow up in Massett and Vancouver. I
chose to run as a CHN Representative
because I believe it is time for our
generation to come to the forefront
and have our voices and opinions
heard. As of now, most of us are
young parents who are looking
to the future for our children and
generations to come. I have been
involved in the fishing industry for
about 20 years, in one capacity or
another – from fish plants to salmon
enhancement. I am also involved
with youth through sports, coaching
basketball, football, and am involved
in the process of starting a youth
night, with local RCMP in White Rock.
I believe a Rep should be
approachable, articulate and have
some education or life experience
that would help CHN develop future
opportunities for our nation. I believe
he/she should be versatile and open
to any constructive criticism they
will encounter. I strongly believe they
should know their family history
as well as our history as a nation.
Knowledge is power – it can be from
the elders or from the education
system. I really don’t think I need
to promote myself; I just wanted to
offer my point of view of what kind of
qualities a candidate should have.
It would be a great honour, if
elected, to represent Haidas in the
Vancouver area. But more important
is to please go out and vote!   
How7aa, James Savino.  
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Harold Williams Jr.
Good people of the Haida Nation, my
name is Harold Donald Williams Jr.,
the son of Harold Williams Sr. (Doot)
of Skidegate and Beatrice Drager
of Old Massett.
I’m a young, motivated Haida
living in Vancouver. I moved from
Haida Gwaii in 2011 to further my
education at the British Columbia
Institute of Technology where I
obtained my carpentry Framing and
Forming, Level 1 and 2. I am now a
first-year apprenticed carpenter with
a goal of becoming a successful journeyman. Living in Vancouver and
running for office, I feel, is a great way
to stay connected to the communities
and people of the Haida nation, and
still fulfill my dreams of becoming a
journeyman carpenter.
I am seeking the position of Vancouver Regional Representative of the
CHN. Growing up on Haida Gwaii has
made me very passionate about our
land, waters and all issues pertaining to Haida Gwaii. Although I’m new
to running for a political position,
I see this as a great opportunity to
not only learn more about the home
I love and care for, but also as a role
model that our younger generation
can look up to. It has become apparent that changes will be happening in

the near future to keep our beautiful
Island abundant. I ask that you
consider me for this position, so that
I may acquire knowledge on taking
care of our land, and be a part of
these decisions.
I aspire to work with the leaders
of CHN and the Band Councils on
Haida Gwaii to assimilate the qualities
of a united, strong and knowledgeable leader for our generation and
future generations to come.
I know that I have a lot of work
ahead of me, but I’m certain that my
passion, integrity, and perseverance
will push me to success. With no real
political experience, I can only promise my time, focus, and dedication to
doing what is right for Haida Gwaii
and its future.
Your time and consideration is
greatly appreciated – HOWA.
Harold Donald Williams Jr.
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Robert Bennett

Kiefer Collison

Hello – my name is Robert Bennett of
the Yahgulanaas (Raven) clan. I am of
Haida ancestry and have lived here all
my life. My parents are John and Joyce
Bennett.
As you know, I am running for a
CHN rep position. I graduated from
George M Dawson Secondary School.
I also went to North West Community
College where I received my Fishing
Master IV skipper’s ticket, which
allows me to skipper boats up to a
100 tonnes.
I am married to Georgia Bennett
and we have three boys. I have
commercial fished for over twenty
years, and just recently went to Nicola
Valley Institute of Technology and
graduated from their Law Enforcement Preparatory Program. I also
received an academic achievement
award from NVIT for my grades. I
have lots of life experience to offer. I
work well with others and am hard
working and honest. Howa.

My name is Kiefer Collison, and my
Haida name is Kuuk iiwaans, which
translates to Big Heart. I am currently
a Youth Worker and a filmmaker. I
am constantly working in our communities with the youth, whether
it be coaching, running after-school
programs, or DJ’ing teen dances. I
have a strong sense of pride in telling
people I am a Youth Worker, as this
is somewhat of a dream job for me. It
allows me to continue with coaching
at George M Dawson Secondary
School where I’m involved with
soccer and basketball.
I like to think my actions speak
louder than my words, for I happen
to be a very loud person. I can only
credit my ability to be who I am
because of the youth of the Islands;
I truly believe these kids right now
are our future. I see them bridging
the gap between “North” and “South”
better than any generation before us.
When I see them, I see hope, hope for
our nation, hope for great grandchildren to have the same opportunities
that we had and have. If they are to
lead us someday, why are they not
better informed? I would like to see
the Council of the Haida Nation more
involved in the schools and letting our
future leaders know what’s going on
in our nation’s business.
Filmmaking has shown me the
bigger picture in life, and it’s shown
19

me that your dreams are reachable
living in such a place as Haida Gwaii
– for Haida Gwaii is my home and I
wish it to be for a long time to come.
Is there a nation more passionate
and proud of who they are and where
they come from? We are role models
to indigenous peoples everywhere;
as long as we stand together and
actually work as one, I honestly
believe we can have a positive impact
on this world. When times get tough,
our people get tougher. When we
need support, no matter what the
cause, Haida Gwaii always has our
back. I am putting my name forward
for leadership because I believe I can
make a positive impact on this place
we call home. I love Haida Gwaii, I
will do anything to defend her and
the people that inhabit her. So, I say
don’t just vote for change – vote for a
brighter future.

Vince Collison
My name is Vince Collison and I
am running for one of the four Old
Massett Regional seats for the Council
of the Haida Nation.
I have been involved with the
CHN since 1992 in many capacities,
starting as an audio-video technician.
I have had the privilege to represent
the CHN as a Regional Rep for Old
Massett for four years and as a
Vancouver Rep for two years.
I believe in the CHN as our future
and have a strong tie to the CHN
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personally and professionally. My
father was a Vice-president and my
cousin, Ernie, worked for years as
administrator.
My strong belief stems from this
intimate connection as I learned a lot
about dedication and the hard work
you need to put in for your nation.
We are the people who can solve
our problems, and being self-sufficient and autonomous is a goal and
objective I believe is reachable.
I have also had the opportunity
to represent the Old Massett Village
Council as a council member for
two years. I learned about being a
strong representative working with
the OMVC as chair of the Education,
Cultural and Social Development
Committees. This was a great learning
time and I am always grateful to the
people who helped me through these
times as a councillor for Old Massett.
I also helped to repatriate over
500 Haida ancestral remains from
museums in Canada, the United
States and most recently the United
Kingdom. This was a great experience
in bringing people together from both
Old Massett and Skidegate to work on
the common goal of bringing home
our ancestors.
In all of these capacities I learned
to be a diplomat and ambassador, and
learned to be a strong negotiator for
Haidas when it came down to making
final decisions on intricate details.
In many ways the Haida nation
continues with its mandate to preserve the precious resources of Haida
Gwaii. They have created a strong
infrastructure to facilitate the rapid
changes that are happening today.
Our ancestors prepared us for the day
we would take back the autonomy of
who we are and, better yet, who we
can become in the future!
I believe we are ready to take on
that challenge. I have the experience,
savvy and diplomacy to represent the
Haida Nation with dignity, resolve
and respect. I hope to get your vote as
one of the four representatives of Old
Massett!

Lawrence Jones

How.aa, and please remember to
come out and vote!

Robert Davis
Chiefs, matriarchs, and all good
people of the Haida nation: My
name is Robert Davis (Pedro), from
the Kunn-laanaas Clan. My Nonnie
is Ethel Jones and my Chinnie is
Peter Jones. I have been a part of the
Council of the Haida Nation for seven
years (three terms) and would like to
take this time to say howaa to all of
you that have supported and assisted
me through my time with the CHN!
One of the guiding principles during my time with the CHN is to think
about what our PAST ANCESTORS
would have said, or done, when it
comes to contentious opportunities
coming to Haida Gwaii! Nonnie Ethel
is the most inspirational person and
I look to her when tough questions
need to be answered. I believe that all
the teaching she left me with are huge
in the decisions that I make today in
life, and I’m proud to say that today
I’ve been sober for two years and
six months and it has been the best
decision I’ve made in life.
I have been running our Taalang
Stl’ang Cultural Camp for the last two
years and have been a part of this
program for at least 18 years – it is
a critical part of my life to stay connected to the old ways of living/being
HAIDA like our ANCESTORS were!
In the past seven years I’ve been
a part of the SHN Board of Directors,
a Heritage and Natural Resource
Committee member, the Fisheries
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Committee Chair and a member
of the Bowie Seamount Management Board. I am a Haida Child and
Family Services board member and
was appointed to the First Nation
Fisheries Council, which is a council
of 13 First Nations delegates from the
whole coast of BC.
There is still a lot of work to do
in fisheries and I have been proactive
in making sure DFO is aware of our
position of Title on Haida Gwaii. I also
believe that we have opportunities to
be more intertwined in all fisheries
that take place in our territory! The
Haida Fisheries Committee purchased
SeaPac through HaiCo, which is a
huge step with the marketing and
branding of our Haida Gwaii products
from our ocean!
There are going to be many
challenges with DFO but we will
overcome any barriers put up by the
Crown, as we have in the past! Our
biggest task as a government is to
define what Title means to us, in the
ocean. With that being said, as a CHN
representative I have been honoured
to challenge DFO on the fisheries
front. The CHN will be a part of all
management decisions when it comes
to resources on and around Haida
Gwaii!
It has been an honour, and a
privilege, to work for the CHN. I
would like to say howaa to all the past
and present CHN representatives for
all your time working for the nation!
Finally, I would like to say HOWAA to
all the people of the Haida nation – it
would be an honour and privilege to
represent you in the next term!

My mother, Ethel Jones (Kun Laanas),
and father, Peter Jones, Hereditary
Chief of the Stlang Laanas, worked
their whole lives for the Haida people.
This is why I have worked for our
rights since I was a young man. I
was on the line at Lyell Island, at the
Langara Island Sportsfishing protest,
and at Islands Spirit Rising. I have
worked a lot of years on CHN.
My mother always said, “We do it
together. We take care of each other.”
She and Ada Yovanovich talked all the
time about how important it is for the
two villages to work together, and this
is how I work. I always think about
if what we are doing will be good for
every Haida. I remember when we
had to get DFO permits to food fish. I
remember when we were expected to
get permits to get wood. This changed
because we worked together as one
Nation. Today, we have the Right to
Access.
I remember when the province
sent us “consultation” letters that
asked for our concerns, and after we
told them our concerns, they sent
back letters saying, “thanks for your
comments but we are going to do
what we want anyway.” Today, because
we worked together, we are the ones
deciding what is done on Haida Gwaii.
I listen to people and bring their
concerns to the table. I know that it is
my job to speak for the people and I
have always done this.
Even when I am not on-Island,
I always call in to find out what is
going on and give my opinion. When
I don’t know something, I go and find
out what is going on, and if I don’t
think it is right or the information is
not enough, everyone knows I bring
it right to the table for discussion and
explanation.
Elect me as CHN Old Massett
Regional Representative and you know
you will get honesty, respect, keeping
the people’s concerns on the table, and
someone who is carrying on the work
of the generation above me.

Brandon Kallio
My name is Brandon Ronald Kallio;
I was born on December 5,1973. I
am the son of Sadie Edgars (NaiKun
Kiigway) and George Williams (named
Hereditary Chief of Yan). I was
adopted-out and raised by a healthy,
supportive family. My adopted mother
is ‘Namgis from the village of Alert Bay.
My adopted Dad is a hard-working
fisherman who has instilled a work
ethic in me that is evident in all things
I do at home, or on the job. I have
lived in a few different communities
on the south coast. I was introduced
to commercial fishing when I was six
years old. I continue to fish to this day.
During those early years I travelled the
entire BC coast fishing, including the
waters of Haida Gwaii. I finished high
school in the town of Comox, in 1992.
I returned home to my family in
Haida at the age of 19 years old. My
people, the people of Massett, gave me
continued support. I was immediately
involved in food fishing, hunting and
all other family and cultural events.
I was recently married and have
3 beautiful, Haida children. This
responsibility of raising a family and
being committed to my wife, Adeana,
has given me a new focus in my life.
My family is a big reason for wanting
to be directly involved in the goings-on
of the Haida nation. I will do all I can to
help provide as much transparency of
the CHN as possible.
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I am in contact with Haida people
every day, whether I bump into them
while I’m on my way to the slough, in
the coffee shop, or in the Co-op. It is
these interactions that allow me to
hear the concerns of Haidas, first hand.
Everyone who knows me knows I am
an open-minded person. I will gladly
represent the people of Massett; I will
be the true voice of the Haida people.
Open communication is the key to
the success of the CHN. I would also
like to be influential in trying to create
full-time and long-term employment
for our people. All of this will not
only take, but need, your support and
understanding.
Valuable change takes time and
has to go through due process.
Xaw’aa for taking the time to read
up on all candidates – you are what
makes a difference. In our world, every
vote counts. Be part of this and help
make a change for a better future for
our Haida children.
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I will be a strong voice with a
relentless effort to voice your wishes
for self-reliance and stability.
How’aa for taking the time to
read this article in my bid for a seat as
CHN Regional Representative!
Good luck to all candidates. Respectfully, Cynthia Samuels (Gulee)

John Yeltatzie

Cynthia Samuels
It is an honour to be given this
opportunity to run for CHN Regional
Representative once again.
In seeking your vote, I bring
experience and knowledge of CHN
governance, policies and procedures,
and our political struggles.
From 2007 to 2009, I was elected
Regional Representative taking
on these portfolios: Chairperson,
Secretariat of the Haida Nation
(formerly Haida Tribal Society),
Chairperson, Policy Committee, as
well as a Director with Gwaii Trust
Society. In addition, my knowledge of
finance and human resources gives
me insight as to where we are, and
what improvements are required
moving forward.
Communications is paramount,
both internally and externally. Keeping you well informed and listening to
your concerns and input will keep us
all on the same page.
I have a strong passion for our
people, lands and waters and believe
together we can continue to protect,
be environmentally responsible, and
fight for equality now, for our future
Haidas.
Attending most CHN meetings
has kept me aware of the many issues
and ongoing political struggles,
and will help me in partaking in
knowledgeable and responsible
decision-making duties.

I am ‘Eth ‘Di ‘Ni. The name came from
my Uncle John Marks, who passed
on in the same season and year that
I was born – 1952. I am 60 years
old and have worked with the Haida
Nation on-and-off over the past 36
years – I used 12 of those years taking
care of domestic obligations.
I was there at the time we gathered together in 1973-4 and talked
about the future of the Haida people
and land. This took place in our old
community hall, and from this gathering the mission of the Council of the
Haida Nation was born – to regain
sovereignty over our homelands and
our lives. This was the main objective
of the newly formed Council and it
was also to stop the destruction of
our homelands, food and shelter.
Our leaders from those years
worked hard with money from their
own pockets, donations and fundraisers, always offering solutions to the
federal and provincial governments
only to find them fall on deaf ears.
Then, with patience worn thin, in the
early 1980s a youthful Council started
taking action with acts of sovereignty.
Some of these acts that I had a part
in as CHN Rep for Old Massett were
the Cinola blockade, the Lyell Island
blockade, the Naden Harbour blockade, and the North Island blockade.
Some of these actions led to
court cases and had a dramatic tone
that said change was coming and the
question of who has ultimate jurisdiction over our territory must be
answered, recognized, and affirmed.
We hold jurisdiction and Title over
Haida Gwaii. It took a lot of work and
sacrifice from the early leaders to get
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to the point we are today, where we
are having a say on the management
and use of resources. This is a major
step forward. It is not Title per se
but is a big step and a way to slow
the constant taking of our precious
resources.
Through the years of doing
politics I moved from the Council of
the Haida Nation, and was elected
to the Old Massett Band Council and
helped to gain some resources for Old
Masset along with other Band Council
members. Some of those things are
the Chief Matthews School; the Safe
House, now the Family Centre; and
the Old Massett Health Clinic. I also
helped to start negotiations for the
new hospital and where it was going
to be placed. The New Town housing
development was another thing I was
involved in, as well as the agreement
with New Masset for a shared water
supply.
These are a few things I was
involved in and they are all positive,
functional and long term.
At some point a legal ruling has
to answer the question of Title that
has held this colonial government and
our Nation in check for the last 500
hundred years or so, and when we
do that we can finally move on with
using this country the Haida way. I
will work hard to accomplish that.
Respectfully ‘Eth ‘Di ‘Ni, John Yeltatzie

Jason Alsop
It has been an honour and a privilege
to serve on the Council of the Haida
Nation as a Skidegate Regional
Representative for the last three
years. I would like to acknowledge
the voters of Skidegate for entrusting
me with being your voice and I would
be honoured to continue to serve the
community for another term.
The main motivation for allowing
my name to stand for election last
term was to take advantage of the
opportunity to learn from the great
leaders who have been serving our
nation for many years.
Over the last three years, I have
learned a great deal about what it
really means to be a self-governing
nation from Guujaaw, April Churchill
and Cindy Boyko, and we have all
experienced the growing pains as
CHN emerged as the main governing
body of Haida Gwaii.
Sitting on the Archipelago Management Board (Gwaii Haanas) and
the SGaan Kinghlas/Bowie Seamount
Management Board I have been
able to directly represent the Haida
Nation while working with Canada on
management planning and relationship building. I would like to continue
to gain experience and knowledge,
so I can hopefully one day serve in a
higher office and help to continue to
move forward the governance and
well-being of Haida Gwaii.
Haida Gwaii is in the midst of an
exciting transition – as new leaders
emerge and our responsibilities as
a government continue to grow, we
must remain focused on what is really
important to our people. The people
have made it very clear that our
language and culture are a top priority, and serving as chair of the Haida
Language Committee is a responsibility I have taken very seriously. If
re-elected I would like to continue
to work with our nation and village
councils to seek creative solutions
to help ensure the Haida language
survives for the next generation.
Jobs are another area our people
have said should be a priority, and

tourism is a key component of our
sustainability as a community. I
would like to continue to move
forward the development of a
tourism industry managed by CHN.
Haida Gwaii is a world-renowned
international destination and we
need to ensure that the growth of the
industry is sustainable and aligned
with our values while creating
opportunities for Haida people.
Overall I feel my greatest
attribute is the fact that I am a true
team player. Over the last three years
I am confident that I have demonstrated my ability to step up and be
a valuable team member. Whenever
needed, I can be called upon to help
the team, whether that means public
speaking, chairing meetings, mobilizing people or simply supporting a
colleague. I have general knowledge
in all matters of the CHN and am not
restricted to my portfolios in moving
forward as a nation. I feel I can be a
valuable asset to any future team that
is elected.
Haawa for taking the time to read
this, and don’t forget to vote on
December 8th.
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Shawn Cowpar
One Nation, One Vision, Our Future!
My Haida name is Kung Xangajii, and
my English name is William Shawn
Cowpar. I would like to say haaw’aa
to those who supported me in the
previous election. During my term
as your Regional Representative, I
gained knowledge and understanding of the political process and the
correct avenues needed to move
forward with a solution, voicing
Haida people’s issues and concerns.
Understanding change, one has to
continue a constructive approach in
the consultation processes surrounding politics. There’s work ahead of us,
from cultural, economic, social, and
environmental issues that challenge
our nation daily.
This last term I have focused on
the marine sector of Haida Gwaii,
supporting Marine Use Planning
and the technical staff’s work in
moving forward, by working on
several committees within the Haida
Fisheries Program. Concentrating on
the recreational sector, I continue to
provide a voice towards conservation
and sustainability concerns and initiatives. As your elected representative, I carried a constructive approach
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to the table, respecting Haida values
and interests along the way.
We have challenges ahead. With
the many issues facing Haida Gwaii, I
will commit to being accountable, will
support initiatives moving forward,
and build on communication within
our communities. We have all seen
progress over this last term; with
more accountability and community
engagement, we will continue to
improve.
I am seeking your support for reelection as your Regional Representative, come the election this December.

culture. We fought tanker traffic thirty
years ago, and ten years ago it was
offshore drilling. While up against the
odds, we succeeded in protecting all
of the lands we set out to protect and
raised the environmental standards
for the whole forest industry. This can
now be balanced with the building of
a sustainable economy as we work
towards economic self-sufficiency.
Today our people deliberate
alongside of the provincial Crown in
the management of any proposed use
of Haida Gwaii.
We own half of the timber lands,
while our own company enjoys the
highest standard of Forest Stewardship Certification attracting orders for
custom-cut spruce from the likes of
Steinway pianos and Martin guitars.
While we have been at odds
with sport fishing, as lodge owners
we are now in a position to change
the things we don’t like about the
industry. The lodges are a strong
employer with growing interests
amongst our people. With a hotel in
Sandspit and a lodge in Tlell, more of
our people are becoming involved in
the hospitality business.
We have half a million scallops
growing, a fish-processing plant,
a partnership in a pole plant, and
expect to be involved in the production of electricity and green fuel from
waste wood.
We now have a diverse portfolio
of businesses through HaiCo and
land management opportunities
upon which to build an economic
self-sufficiency. We are in a decent
financial state to move ahead on all
fronts.
Working with our neighbors, the
Haida Nation is well into the development of a comprehensive marine use
plan to ensure the well-being of the
ocean around us, though the ocean
around Haida Gwaii is at risk from
proposed tanker traffic once again.
This will be the biggest issue of the
next few years.
Good relations with the provincial Crown are possible without
compromising our Title; the federal
Crown, however, has remained stub-

Haaw’aa, William Shawn Cowpar

support our youth, improve our
communication with each other, draw
from our experience, work together
as a nation, and commit to being
accountable. I bring to the table five
strengths:
Support youth: The youth are my
first priority. As a proud father and
a mentor for the Gwaii Trust Youth
Board, I am committed to paving a
positive way for the future of our
children and young people.

Communication: I am a good communicator. People deserve to know
what our government is doing for
them and I can help with that.

Experience: I have worked with the
private sector, and the provincial
and Haida governments. I know the
issues that matter to our people and
how to bring them to the table.

Work together: I have been involved
in building productive relationships
with business and government that
get results for all Haida. This also
means getting serious about working
with both Band Councils.

Percy Crosby
My name is Percy Crosby. I am of
the Naa’Yuu’ans Xaaydaga, Jaaxwa
Gidinaay, Gidins of Skidgate and I
would like to continue to represent
Skidegate on the Council of the Haida
Nation.
Over the last few decades, we have
achieved so much as a nation: Gwaii
Haanas; our conservancies; joint
decision-making; the TFL 39 case;
and building our Title Case. The next
three years will be just as important
as we work together to achieve
independence and economic selfsufficiency.
To achieve these goals we must

Accountability: I am fair and
reliable, and the recommendations made as chair of the Natural
Resources Committee reflect that. I
am accountable to all Haidas; I will
be there when I am needed, and I
will get the job done.

For 17 years, I have worked with CHN
to support, liaise, and carry out the
business of the nation. During the
last three years, I have represented
the Haida house as an elected official
for CHN. I have also worked for the
provincial government representing their house. Through the work
of reconciling differences between
our nation and the province, I have
learned how to build bridges, and
to be an effective communicator
putting forward the interests of our
people.
My involvement in joint decisionmaking through the Solutions Table
24

and the Cultural Wood Program has
shown me how we work together as a
nation. But many challenges remain,
especially as we expand to other
areas of decision-making. I want to
be involved in these challenges, using
my knowledge of our cultural values
and my commitment to see things to
the end.
My children are the reason I
wake up in the morning. As a board
member of the Gwaii Trust, I supported the creation of the Gwaii Trust
Youth Board. Youth are now directly
involved in the decisions that impact
them. The last three years have
tested me – in my political and family
life – I have lost many loved family
members, but I have stayed true to
who I am and continue to stand up for
the values that we want to pass on to
our children.
Haaw’a for taking the time to read this.

Guujaaw
A short generation ago, our people
had no influence over any matters
affecting Haida Gwaii. The forests
were the property of big companies,
and we either fought against them or
worked for them. We have since made
necessary stands and negotiated with
the strength of Canada’s own laws, in
our favour, accompanied by perhaps
the strongest Title Case that will go
before their courts.
Over these years, our priority
was to look after Haida Gwaii and our

born and will likely need some
persuasion. While there is a good
foundation to move forward, there is
much to be done.
I am very comfortable with the
idea of working with a new president,
and look forward to a more focused
set of responsibilities as a representative.

Irene Mills
Chiefs, High Esteemed Ladies,
Good People, it is an honour to be
nominated as a representative for our
community. My name is Jada ga xil
ta, my English name is Juanita Irene
Mills, and I am Skidegate Gidins. My
mom is Juanita (Netta) Mills, my dad,
the late James (Jim) Mills. I have two
children and two grandchildren.
My desire to participate in
moving our nation’s agenda forward
stems from my strong belief that
“everything depends on everything
else”. Each of us has strengths to
share and I believe my knowledge
and experience will support the work
being done by the CHN.
As our economic development
arm expands and potential revenues
are realized, I believe it is important
for people to understand the purpose
of the Haida Treasury, which was
approved at the last HOA, and to have
a voice in its establishment, including
where and how surpluses will be
allocated.
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I have gained valuable experience
in communications, collaboration,
governance, negotiation, teamwork
and consensus building, as a result of
working for the Haida nation. I have
also gained experience working in
the areas of non-profit societies and
volunteering in our community as a
member of the Skidegate Repatriation
Committee and a founding member
of the Hl Taaxuulang Guud Ad K’aaju
(Friends Together Singing).
More recently, my work experience off-Island expanded my knowledge in administration, accounting,
proposal writing, capacity-building
through the Haida Gwaii Labour
Market Partnerships Project, Coast
Opportunities, Coastal First Nation,
Taan Forest and HaiCo. While working in government, I was a committee
member for the Professional and
Institutional Development Program
and appointed as Provincial Rep for
the BC Capacity Initiative Program,
both INAC funded programs.
As a Skidegate Representative of the
CHN from 2003 – 2005 my responsibilities included:
•

•

•

Chair of the following committees: Forestry, Archaeology, Fundraising, Culture and Language,
Tourism and Arts committees,
co-chair of the Haida Gwaii/
Queen Charlotte Islands Land
Use Plan and a member of the
Communications Committee. As
Chair of the various committees, I
prepared monthly reports for the
Executive and presented reports
at quarterly meetings and the
annual House of Assembly.
As the Forestry Chair, I was
involved in drafting the Terms of
Reference of the Cultural Wood
Access Permit Review Board and
co-chaired the initial meetings
with the District Manager for
MoFR.
Islands Spirit Rising coordinator
included fundraising and communication.
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•

•

Negotiation team member that
met with the Province of BC
regarding the Letter of Understanding (LOU) between the CHN
and Province of BC, signed April
22, 2005 as a result of Islands
Spirit Rising.
CHN representative on the Gwaii
Trust Society Board of Directors.

We are a great nation that will only
grow stronger as we work together
to create a positive future for our
families and our communities. I feel
my experience and knowledge will
contribute to the work that needs
to take place and it is for this reason
that I ask for your support in the
upcoming election. Best wishes to all
the candidates.
Together we can create a successful future.
Haaw’a, Irene Mills

Randy Pryce Jr.
My name is Daal Skil, my Canadian
name is Randy Pryce Jr. (aka Randy
Tennant). I am seeking a seat in the
CHN after a lot of thought, and urging
from friends.
I believe I am a natural fit for a
Skidegate Rep as I have experience in
all areas of industry on Haida Gwaii.
I am at ease talking with people and
have an interest in governance. Along
with this comes a great love for Haida
Gwaii and our big family in Skidegate
and Massett. I also have good
listening skills, which is important if
I represent you. I don’t always have
the answer but, given time, I will get
it. I think a Skidegate Rep for the CHN
should stand up for all clans, not just
the one you belong to. If you elect me,
know that you will have a voice in the
CHN, too!!
I am a dedicated family man and
it was my best friend and mate, Sera,
that I asked if I could give up some of
my time to serve our nation. I promise
to represent you well and I take this
position seriously. I wish to congratulate all the other candidates as this is
a hard job and sometimes you have to
have thick skin. I believe, if given the
time, I can improve our employment
situation on Haida Gwaii; get more
jobs to people that want them; and
get better positions, not just token
jobs, to those families that need it.
I want to firm up our commitment
to train the young people that need
hope – we need to focus on keeping
people working. It’s a real grind out in
the workforce and a lot of our people
have moved away to support their
families. Wouldn’t it be nice if all our
children could go to post-secondary
education and afterwards move home
to a job? I miss a lot of my nieces and
nephews and I bet a lot of you miss
your grandchildren, cousins, uncles
and aunties.
Another important issue is
Enbridge. You have all seen what
Mother Nature can do – throw Mrs
Murphy in there, as well, and you
have a recipe for disaster. As of late,
we have had some negative press
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from world scientists and the United
Nations. We now need to repair our
reputation globally. Only as a unified
people can we overcome our problems. I wish to bridge that gap and
add a voice of reason that comes with
experience from living an epic life.
Please consider my words and
choose the best person for the job,
not because he’s a relative or friend,
but because you think he/she can
take our nation forward so we all can
succeed! I hold dear your future and
our children’s future, and I encourage
you to vote for positive change: vote
for Randy.
Howa.

Mandate & Responsibilities of the
Council of the Haida Nation
The official mandate and responsibilities of the
CHN are found in the Constitution of the Haida
Nation. A mandate is the authority given to a
government by its electors to develop and carry
out its policies.

CHN may delegate a consenting Haida Citizen to
represent CHN on specific matters. Any Haida Citizen
so delegated may have this responsibility rescinded by
CHN.

CHN shall maintain a Secretariat:
a) The Secretariat shall be called the Secretariat
of the Haida Nation. This Society will include
representatives of Council of the Haida Nation and
Old Massett Village Council and Skidegate Band
Council. The Secretariat will report to Council of the
Haida Nation, and to the House of Assembly.

The following is an excerpt from the Constitution:
The Mandate of the Council of the Haida Nation is
Haida Gwaii and surrounding waters.

The CHN shall strive for full independence, sovereignty and self-sufficiency of the Haida Nation.

b) The Secretariat will administer the Treasury and
Holdings and manage the Secretariat of the Haida
Nation and staff of the Haida Nation, as directed
by the CHN, through adopted CHN Policy and
Procedures.

The CHN shall perpetuate Haida heritage and
cultural identity, and will enact Policies for same.

CHN shall protect the Domestic and Foreign interests of the Haida Nation and Territories through
long-term strategies, negotiations, and steps
consistent with the objectives of the Haida Nation.

c) Pursuant to the Policies and Directive of the CHN, the
Secretariat may:

CHN shall promote a peaceful co-existence with
other people and governments without compromise to the objectives of the Haida Nation.

i. Borrow money on the credit of the Haida Nation
with consent of the Council of the Haida Nation.

CHN shall establish land and resource policies consistent with nature’s ability to produce. The Policies
will be applicable to all users of the Territories.
CHN shall regulate access to resources by Citizens
of the Haida Nation and other users of Haida Gwaii.
CHN shall conduct the external affairs of the Haida
Nation.

ii. Regulate commerce with Foreign Nations and
among domestic communities.

iii. Coin money and regulate the value thereof.

iv. Lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imports and Excises, to
pay the Debts and costs associated to supporting the
Haida Governance, and provide for the general
Welfare of the Haida Nation.
v. Employ such persons or institutions deemed
necessary by the CHN to carry out the CHN mandate.

CHN shall provide for the Common Defense of the
Haida Nation.

CHN shall keep the Citizens of the Haida Nation
fully informed and shall keep a Record of Proceedings, and from time to time publish reports on the
activities of the CHN, excepting such parts as may,
in their judgment, require confidentiality. CHN will
publish Haida Laas as the official publication of the
Council of the Haida Nation.
CHN shall establish Election Procedures, which
must be adopted by the House of Assembly.
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CHN may establish committees, institutions, and other
processes to carry out the CHN mandate.
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