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Vote getting

Defiant northern chief galvanizes BC
First Nations against premier’s LNG plans
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The actions of a young, tough-talking First
Nations leader in northeast BC last week,
that sparked the embarrassing reversal of
a cabinet decision to fast-track natural gas
plants, appears to be rallying province-wide
Aboriginal opposition to Liquified Natural
Gas plans.
On April 16, 33-year-old Fort Nelson
Chief Sharleen Gale held up an eagle feather
at an LNG industry summit in her territory as
she [ … ] ordered BC government officials
to exit the conference, to the sound of Dene
drummers.
“My elders said, you treat people kind, you
treat people with respect … even when they
are stabbing you in the back. So I respectfully
ask government to please remove yourselves
from the room,” stated Gale at the time.
The so-called “Fort Nelson incident” has
spurred 28 First Nations bands and political
organizations – including the First Nations
Summit – to sign a Declaration to put BC’s
LNG Strategy “on hold”.
Speaking a week later, Gale stated the
moment was a difficult, but necessary step.
The former 13-year employee of Spectra
Energy said she is not against oil and gas
development, but worries about huge LNG
impacts to the air and watershed, as well as
hunting and fishing.
“I’m new at this, right? But I know what’s
right, and I know what’s wrong. I don’t
think the way the government is pushing this
through is going to work for anybody,” Gale
told the Vancouver Observer Tuesday.
“So I think that [the B.C. government]
is facing a major legal and political
destabilization to its LNG strategy,” she
added.
The video-captured incident, uploaded
to YouTube, is now being seized by First
Nations leaders across BC to tell Premier
Christy Clark to slow down her LNG
plans and respect Aboriginal land and
environmental concerns, or risk seeing her
entire LNG economic strategy – worth [a
reported] $78 billion – go up in smoke.
Many of these First Nations leaders toured
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By Mychaylo Prystupa, Vancouver Observer

Fort Nelson Chief Sharleen Gale served notice to the
province and industry at the LNG Summit held this April.
Ms Gale said, “you treat people kind, you treat people with
respect ... even when they are stabbing you in the back.”

Fort Nelson by helicopter with the Chief,
including National Chief Shawn Atleo, as part
of last week’s LNG summit. But by the end of
the summit, the “love in” for LNG was gone.
“This is the end of the love in on LNG,”
said Coastal First Nation director Art Sterritt
on Tuesday.
“Everyone was trying to make it work, but
when everyone took off the rose-coloured
glasses, you realized everyone was getting a
raw deal,” he added.
Problem is, delays could be costly. BC
is in a footrace with the US and Australia to
export natural gas to Asia. Whoever wins
could deny others. Billions in BC LNG
investments are at stake.
Critical to the hoped for LNG boom is Fort
Nelson. The First Nation, in BC’s northeast
corner, sits on top of the largest gas deposit in
the province. Two of the largest LNG coastal
export facilities in Prince Rupert and Kitimat
would also draw gas from this remote area.
Chief Gale has demanded a one-on-one
meeting with Premier Clark, citing what she
calls the failure of three BC cabinet ministers
– Rustad, Polak and Coleman – to deal with
her honestly. •

Hopeful candidates met on March 5th at
the community hall in Hlg̱ agilda to explain
their platforms to Skidegate band members.
Gagwiis Jason Alsop led the process, inviting
each candidate to make a brief presentation.
Later the audience challenged candidates
with questions. Community members were
particularly interested in their understanding
and opinion of workplace bullying and
community drug issues. Advance polling
opened on March 3rd, with regular
voting taking place on March 13th at the
Skidegate Community Hall. Four hundred
and eighty-six ballots cast resulted in the
election of seven councillors and one chief
councillor. The successful candidates are
Chief Councillor William (Billy) Yovanovich
(309) and Councillors Lyndale George (254);
Robert (Bobby) Williams (246); Duane
Alsop (244); Naajuuwa Michelle McDonald
(242); Godfrey (Didi) Williams (232); David
(Stinker) Crosby (224); and Sk’aal Ts’iid
James Cowpar (212). The new council was
sworn in on March 24th.

Williams wins

Xiilan Jaad, Judy Williams was sworn
in as councillor for Old Massett Village
Council on Sunday, March 16th. When
previous councillor, Buster Bell, was hired
as a conservation officer, he stepped down

from council, resulting in a by-election.
The community of Old Massett was called
upon to choose one of three candidates to
fill the vacant position. The advance poll
commenced on March 3rd and regular voting
opened on March 10th.
Since 1994 Ms Williams has collected
17 years of experience in politics. Her main
portfolios have included health, social
development, and housing. She now joins
councillors Harold Yeltatzie, Brandon Kallio,
John T. Jones, Lisa Bell, Cecil Brown, Danny
Matthews and Chief Councillor Ken Rea. Of
the 193 ballots cast, Ronald Brown received
44 votes, Alfred Setso received 66, and Judy
Williams received 83.

Dirty anniversary

March 24th marked the 25th anniversary of
the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Prince William
Sound, Alaska. The bulk carrier spilled about
257,000 barrels of its 1,264,155 barrel-load,
which subsequently affected 2,400 kilometres
of coastline. Scientists estimate the incident
killed 250,000 seabirds, over 2000 sea otters,
300 harbour seals, 250 bald eagles, and 22
killer whales. The disaster destroyed the
salmon-fishing economy in the Sound and
wiped out herring stocks, which have yet to
recover.
A massive volunteer effort, 2.1 billion
dollars from Exxon in clean-up costs, and the
one billion dollars in damages Exxon paid to
the federal and Alaskan governments were
not enough to clean up the crude oil, which
to this day continues to seep from beaches.
ExxonMobil has still not paid an outstanding
fine of $92M dollars.

We tweet! Follow us @CHN_haidanation.

L–R: Gord Russ, Leora McIntyre, Laura Jormanainan, Verna Williams, Gidansda, Percy Williams; Lorna Berekoff and guest.

Deep listening
The Haida Child and Family Services
Society organized a well-attended storytelling session at Kay Llnagaay held on
Friday, March 12th. Elders Gidansda,
Percy Williams; Tal Gya’adad, Betty
Richardson; and Gayinguuhlas, Roy
Jones Sr shared old stories in English and
X̱ aayda Kil about Haida Gwaii’s land
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and community. K’inwas, Jackie Casey
also sang songs with Kuunajaad, Jenny
Cross in X̱ aayda Kil. About 40 adults
and children were grateful to receive
knowledge about old times and were
thankful for the opportunity to hear elders
speak Haida Gwaii’s native language.
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Herring School
This past month the Council of the Haida
Nation negotiated a verbal agreement with the
HIAB (Herring Industry Advisory Board) to
not conduct a commercial roe herring fishery
in Haida waters this year. The agreement
was made after intense negotiation between
the Haida nation and industry – to date the
agreement is still standing and the area for the
proposed fishery is being monitored by Haida
Fisheries.
The Haida nation filed a Notice of
Application for a judicial review with respect
to the decision made by DFO Minister
Gail Shea on February 12th approving the
Integrated Fisheries Management Plan for
Pacific Herring. This legal step was necessary
based on the lack of a formal agreement and
to ensure that the Haida have legal recourse in
the event that the agreement is breached. This
agreement covers only 2014 and will need to
be revisited in preparation for 2015.
Similar talks took place with the federal
government but without success. Minister
Shea’s directive to open a herring fishery was
based on DFO estimates of available catch
and the minister’s decision went against the
recommendation of her own staff, which
was to keep the fishery closed this year. The

fishery has been closed for over 10 years
to rebuild stocks that were decimated in
the 1990s. The minister was asked by the
Haida, Heiltsuk and Nuu-chah-nulth nations
to rescind her decision, which was rejected
even after the Haida/HIAB agreement and the
Nuu-chah-nulth injunction was announced.
DFO and HIAB still believe that this decision
“was based on sound peer-reviewed science
and solid policy”.
“We cannot ignore the track record that has
led to the collapse of this industry in Haida
territory,” said Peter Lantin, President of the
Haida nation. DFO is the same institution
that mismanaged this fishery into submission
over the past decade, the same sound science
they refer to is being used again and we
do not trust it, plain and simple. The Haida
nation has authority in our territory and we
will ensure that this mismanagement does not
occur again – sustainability must be our focus
rather than feeding the economic demand that
usually pushes commercial openings where
they should not be occurring.”
Since the collapse of the fishery the CHN
has been consistent in arguing the need
to rebuild stocks to historical levels. This
year CHN concluded that there would not
4

Reporting Out: Winter Session 2014
With spring showing its colour and new light
in the sky, the Council of the Haida Nation’s
Winter Session seems to be receding like
the melting ice and snow of the past season.
Though the winter was chilly at times, the
activity during the two-day session was
warm and productive this February 27 & 28.
Reports were delivered, questions answered,
and a special presentation acknowledging the
hard work and dedication of Buster Bell was
well received. The balconies in the Skidegate
Community Hall were lined with
youth who attended both days of
the meetings, and observed the
proceedings. It was noted by more
than one citizen that people were
on their best behavior given the
young, watchful eyes.

and are operating out of one office. In other
jurisdictions, those two bodies may liaise
with each other but don’t jointly manage
their activities to the extent that they do onIsland. Both colleagues were complimentary
of Mr Bell and welcomed him to the Haida
Gwaii unit. Mr Bell is undertaking field
orientation at the moment and will “play a
key role in outreach and public education,”
said Mr Hitchcock. The training to become

The nation’s first CO

be enough herring to warrant a fishery, a
precautionary approach was critical to the
survival of the stocks, and the DFO forecast
was overly optimistic. DFO estimated that
there would be 28,000 tonnes of herring
available. Test fisheries this month sounded
16,000 tonnes, which is considerably less than
DFO’s forecast.
“Haida knowledge is based on an intimate
relationship with the land and sea over
thousands of years,” said Mr Lantin. “Today
we augment that knowledge with other
scientific tools. Our methods were proved out
when the test fishery showed our calculations
were right on the mark.”
In Heiltsuk territory, the story is different.
The Haida Nation is in discussions with
Heiltsuk and supports them in their efforts to
uphold the same values and principles that
we all share as stewards of our traditional
territories.
On the west coast of Vancouver Island
the Nuu-chah-nulth were able to get a court
injunction to successfully stop the fishery in
their territory. That injunction also calls for a
judicial review of the minister’s decision. •

The Kunstaa’guu – Kunst’aayah
Agreement (K2K), signed in
2009, is a visionary document
that describes a government-togovernment relationship and a
plan to address items laid out in
the document – joint decisionmaking, forest tenures and
socio-economic opportunities – in
the spirit of reconciliation.
May Russ, Administrator for
Conservation and Enforcement Officer Buster Bell
the Secretariat of the Haida Nation,
a Conservation and Enforcement Officer is
began the Winter Session by introducing
intense, said Mr Bell, and he hopes to “do
Buster Bell. Mr Bell is the Haida nation’s
everything in the proper manner, balance both
first Conservation and Enforcement Officer,
sides, and work with kids” as much as he can.
and by completing the ‘intense and thorough
“I am very proud of Buster!” exclaimed
training’, he has been vested with all the
Ms Russ. “This is a great accomplishment not
powers and authorities to enforce Haida and
only for Buster but for all of us.”
BC conservation law. Standing with him in
the house were colleagues Mark Jones and
Gord Hitchcock. Mr Hitchcock is an inspector
ENB, LNG and CHN
with the West Coast Region of Compliance
President Peter Lantin led off the Executive
and Enforcement with the Ministry of
Environment, and Mr Jones is the West Coast Report with an invitation to other Executive
Committee members to sit with him for the
Regional Manager with Forests, Lands and
reporting out. Vice-president Trevor Russ,
Natural Resource Operations. Mr Bell has
Cynthia Samuels, Robert Davis, Percy
been trained to the provincial standard and is
Crosby and Guujaaw (alternate) joined him at
licensed to carry a firearm.
the front of the hall.
The situation here on Haida Gwaii is
Mr Lantin spoke about Council of
unique in that conservation services are
the Haida Nation activities regarding the
working with compliance and enforcement
5

proposed Enbridge pipeline and liquid
natural gas development. The Haida nation
had given the CHN a mandate to engage
other nations in discussion about LNG and
to bring those findings back to citizens. A
relationship has since opened up with Treaty
8 leadership and discussions have begun
regarding their concerns about the historical
and contemporary development of LNG
in their territory. Treaty 8 territory covers
northeastern BC, Yukon, Alberta, and as far
east as Saskatchewan.
LNG development has been
ongoing in the territory for at least
40 years but concerns about the
industry have heightened with
the explosion of fracking. The
controversial process fractures
shale rock, releasing gas, which is
then pumped to the surface. One of
many concerns about this practice is
the contamination of ground water.
The CHN is in the early stages of
fact finding and the President and
Vice-president attended an LNG
conference in Fort St. John to
learn more. The conference (see
separate story) did not elicit much
new information but did provide
the opportunity to meet members
of other nations and examine the
political lay of the land, ie: who is
supporting LNG and who is not.

Herring
The subject of herring was also highlighted
in the Executive Report. Mr Lantin described
the talks that took place with the Department
of Fisheries and industry in early February. At
about the same time the talks were happening,
CHN met with hereditary leaders and Haida
fishermen to seek a mandate and direction to
address the issue of the possibility of DFO
opening Haida Gwaii for a herring fishery.
The decision not to fish herring in Haida
territory was made by all those in attendance,
and the CHN then moved into upholding that
decision. Through various means the issue
has been resolved to the satisfaction of the
Reporting continued on page 6
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CHN (see herring story, page 4). No fishing
has taken place in Haida waters this year and
CHN has agreed to sit down with industry
and DFO to discuss next year’s fishery. The
Nuu-chah-nulth were also successful in
stopping the fishery in their territory through
obtaining a court injunction, and the Heiltsuk
curtailed the fishery by moving fishing boats
out of their territory.

Reconciling differences
As we all know, coming to agreement under
difficult circumstances is tricky. And when
you have a fundamental dispute over land
title, developing innovative ways to deal with
opposing world-views is critical.
The latest incarnation the Haida nation
has been working with is the process of
reconciliation. The Haida /Crown process
has been fraught with stops and starts over
many years, but recognition in the Eyford
Report that the Haida process is the best in
Canada may get things moving. The report
examined the relationship between the Crown
and First Nations in the context of economic

development, specifically the “opportunities”
around proposed energy projects. The report
was generally well received by First Nations
and acknowledged that the Crown’s track
record in addressing First Nation issues is
lacking, to say the least. The shining light
in the report came with the mention of
the Haida reconciliation process and the
recommendation that this process be used as a
model across Canada.

the CHN is looking for the Crown to renew a
mandate to negotiate.
“Most nations don’t have a say on how
their land is managed – we do,” said President
Lantin. “Our approach to settling issues
has got a lot of attention and we intend to
reconcile our title in this manner if at all
possible. This is Haida land – we are willing
to share but not to relinquish.”

The report says:

Keeping the house in order

“Canada should take steps to negotiate
non-treaty, government-to-government
arrangements such as consultation
protocols, incremental treaty measures,
and reconciliation agreements with
Aboriginal groups, independent of or in
collaboration with British Columbia.
Canada should enter into negotiations
to advance reconciliation measures
in areas of federal jurisdiction and
responsibility in response to proposals
from Coastal First Nations and the Haida
Nation.”
On the heels of that strong recommendation
and rather than filing for title in the courts,

Newly elected CHN member for Prince
Rupert, Bill White, was welcomed to the
house. Mr White has been involved in Haida
politics for many years and has worked in the
fishing industry for about as long.
Thanks and appreciation were expressed
to long-time CHN employee Bill Beldessi,
Program Manager for Heritage and Natural
Resources, who retired March 31. Mr
Beldessi guided the program through the
early stages of its development and oversaw
the beginning of the implementation of the
Kunstaa’guu – Kunst’aayah Agreement. He
also provided support to the Haida Gwaii
Management Council.

On the financial front, Administrator May
Russ and Secretariat of the Haida Nation
Chair Cynthia Samuels reported it has been
a busy few months, starting in January with
the preparation of program budgets and work
plans. Those tasks have been completed; the
new fiscal year began April 1. The CHN is
in solid financial shape, Ms Russ said, and
the focus this year will be the reorganization
of several departments so that staff can
better meet demands. Capacity-building and
training continue to be at the top of the SHN
agenda.
The Citizenship Project is moving along
well, reported Policy Committee Chair
Cynthia Samuels. Citizenship Clerk Mallary
Russ has held meetings in Old Massett and
Skidegate, collecting clan-tree information
as well as digging into archives at the Haida
Gwaii Museum. The goal is to organize and
present the clan trees at the October House
of Assembly – it is hoped that they will be
adopted as the Hereditary Baseline.
Once the Hereditary Baseline is adopted
the project will move into registering Haida
citizens, using the baseline to verify lineage
and make the registration process as simple as
possible. If a citizen’s lineage is unknown, the
baseline will also assist in connecting them
with their clan and relatives.
Once finished, the Hereditary Baseline will
show the most complete picture, to date, of
the Haida nation.
Policy Clerk Ian Benoit will be back
working full time at the beginning of May,
having graduated with a Masters Degree in
Public Policy from Simon Fraser University.

Logging

Wrapping the earth
The first submarine communication cables were laid for telegraphs
in the 1850s, and today they connect all the world’s continents
except Antarctica. Most modern data moves across oceans through
what are called ‘fibre-optic cables’. Because the cables move data
in the form of light they can transfer information at the speed of
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A map showing the internet cables connecting continents.

light through glass – between 180,000 and 200,000 kilometres per
second. Human nerves can transfer information at about 112 metres
per second. Modern cables are highly efficient and span the entire
world. In one second they can move 113.7 terabytes (the equivalent
of 25,000 MacBooks) of information across 50 kilometres of cable.

The topic of logging along the highway has
been front and centre at the last few meetings
of the nation. During this session, a discussion took place regarding the reasons logging
has become more visible, and about the
visual impacts along what many considered
a scenic drive. The discussion also examined
the impact on tourism, possible solutions –
such as leaving more trees standing along
the highway – and training. With the nation
owning forest tenure and a logging company,
the expectations for leadership to find a solution are high.
The logging happening now meets all
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”

Canada should take steps to negotiate non-treaty,
government-to-government arrangements such as
consultation protocols, incremental treaty measures,
and reconciliation agreements with Aboriginal groups,
independent of or in collaboration with
British Columbia.
Canada should enter into negotiations to advance reconciliation measures in areas of federal jurisdiction and
responsibility in response to proposals from Coastal
First Nations and the Haida Nation.
– from the Eyford Report

”

current guidelines under the Land Use Orders.
The reason it is more visible is because
some of the areas available to log are now
close to population centres, not like in the
past where the blocks were out of sight.
The last issue of Haida Laas carried a map
showing the location of past and proposed cut
blocks along the highway and the rules and
regulations that are followed to comply with
current standards.

Treasury
Setting up the national treasury to receive
and disburse profits from HaiCo operations
has been ongoing for a couple of years now.
The model for the treasury has also morphed
during that time. Simplifying the procass
by using established institutions such as
the Secretariat of the Haida Nation is under
consideration as is the configuration of the
shareholder structure.

Culture and Language

A film project/community development
proposal that was submitted to the Social
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of
Canada has been fully funded. The project is a
partnership between the Council of the Haida
Nation, the University of British Columbia
School of Community & Regional Planning,
7

Skidegate Band Council, and Nunavut Independent TV Network.
The project is designed to “contribute to
the economic development on the Islands
by using ‘homegrown’ multimedia in the
context of community development”. This
will be done by “designing, implementing,
monitoring and evaluating the way in which
community-based multimedia is used to
generate locally relevant and sustainable
solutions to current challenges”. There will
be very practical hands-on training in all the
aspects of Internet TV, script writing, and
the development of a Haida film production
company. Go to: <isuma.tv> to see examples
of productions that are being made by
independent producers.
The CHN Culture and Language
Committee, with a mandate to organize the
teaching and learning of Haida language,
is making progress. A report on the Haida
Language Revitalization Project is due
shortly. The project sought input from the
community in prioritizing the various ways
of learning and teaching language. The
information in the report is being studied and
will be reconfigured and used in the design of
a roadmap for the project. With an agreed-to
national plan there will be a greater chance of
Reporting continued on page 8

Haida Laas - Newsletter of the Council of the Haida Nation
Reporting continued from page 8

having ongoing language initiatives funded
by outside agencies.
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Road Deactivation

Solutions Table

The game of our lives

Cole Edinger driving hard to the net with Huskies player trailing behind.

F

ive roads are slated for permanent
deactivation by the Ministry of Forests
in the coming months: Old Charlotte
Main North, Skowkona QC127, Survey
Creek, Haans Creek, and Chadsey Creek.
Registered Forest Technologist Larry
Duke explained that the roads are considered
‘surplus’ because industry no longer uses
them for logging. Still, the ministry’s referral
process is “interested in folks letting us know
if these roads are important or if there’s a
project we don’t know about, or a recreational
activity.”
Shutting down roads after logging an area
helps to restore natural drainage, maintain
water quality, and protect fish habitat.
MOF will receive comments about the
road closures until June 1st, after which
deactivation will begin. Contact Mr Duke at
250.559.6223 to let your views be known.

8

By Graham Richard

ing itself has not waned, and its members continue to practice
in Vancouver and Old Massett under the guidance of their new
coach, Richard Smith. Smith has been training the team for a
year, and according to his players made instant improvements
in their performance. Xaadaa Gathlandee played three close
games, and close scores throughout their last game against
Bella Coola brought fans out of their chairs, cheering for the
win. Coach Smith noted that the team was distracted by an
error in scorekeeping during the game, and added that training
to focus will result in more consistent play next year. “Haida
ladies’ basketball is in the upswing. There’s more talent coming
from Old Massett than ever before,” Smith explained. “I don’t
want to be cocky, but we’re going to be very competitive in
the All-Native next year. The caliber of the ladies teams in the
finals is high, the girls know it, and as a group they know what
needs to get done.”
At the All-Native, G̱aauu’s masters team, the Haida Watchmen, started strong on Tuesday, defeating Kincolith 81-31. All
Stars Ginn Waadluu un Uula Isdaa Ayagang Trevor Russ, Abe
Brown, and Sixth Man Stanley Swanson set lasting precedents
for the week, which featured consistent high scoring.
On Thursday the Watchmen defeated Bella Bella 97-57,
hitting 24 out of 34 from the foul line. The Watchmen faced
Bella Bella once again in the finals, defeating them 97-64. Their
final game featured great scoring from Swanson, Evan Edgars,

G̱aauu’s women danced powerfully as songs of celebration
hovered above pounding drums at the Old Massett Community Hall. G̱aauu’s winning masters basketball team, the Haida
Watchmen, feasted amid speeches and music to honour the
community that they champion, on Saturday February 22nd.
The Haida nation has a lot to celebrate after winning three out
of four divisions at the All-Native Basketball Tournament held
February 9th to 15th in Prince Rupert. During the week all
three winning teams went undefeated.
As the players returned, Hlg̱agilda kicked off celebrations
right away at the Skidegate Community Hall on Monday, February 17th. Hlg̱agilda fronted two winning teams: the Senior
Saints and the Intermediate Saints. Speeches by Haida Gwaii’s
kilslaay g̱anga, ḵ’uljaad g̱anga, and coaches were loudly applauded. Many speakers recognized the Haida nation’s wideranging success as the nation who opened the ANBT and as
undisputed champions. As Sgaann 7iw7waans Allan Wilson
put it, “The Haida nation opened the ANBT, and the Haida nation successfully closed it down.”
Fans of G̱aauu’s women’s team, Xaadaa Gathlandee, were
excited to see players win their first game in over 10 years. According to point guard Chloe Good the athletes enjoyed good
chemistry, but faced challenges as the team combined members
from Old Massett, Vancouver, Terrace, and Prince Rupert on
the court, for the first time.
In spite of those challenges, the team’s interest in better-

Game continued on page 12
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Solutions Table co-Chair Colin Richardson
responded to questions about logging near the
Copper Bay watershed. There was concern
about a new cut block being logged near
the river and it was asked if more would be
appearing in area. Mr Richardson explained
that the cut block is there because it was
approved for logging before the Land Use
Orders were implemented. There are still a
number of blocks waiting to be cut that were
approved before the LUO’s came into effect.
Those blocks have to be logged within four
years of their approval date. The Solutions
Table is a product of the K2K Agreement, and
amendments or adjustments to that agreement
are made at the Haida/BC Reconciliation
Table.
It’s spring, plants are greening up, and the
alder and cedar are sprouting new growth, as
are the “invasive plants”: species not natural
to Haida Gwaii. Ecosystems Biologist Alvin
Cober has worked with the Haida nation over
many years and has witnessed, first hand,
the spread of knotweed across the Islands.
There are two types of knotweed that were
introduced to the Islands: Himalayan and
Japanese. This plant has appeared in and
taken over homeowners’ yards in Skidegate
and Queen Charlotte, colonized along the
sides of the highway, and run rampant in
empty lots. It is also showing up along
streams and lakes and will keep going unless
it is controlled in some way. Many people
have probably seen the crews out hosing
down weed sites with salt water, or covering
them with black fabric. These methods
suppressed the growth but have not killed
the plant. Knotweed, in particular, is “reengineering the landscape,” said Mr Cober.
Following a short presentation, a discussion
took place regarding the use of herbicides to
control the weed. In the past, the nation has
adamantly opposed the use of herbicides,
but with new ways of applying the agent
it was thought a renewed discussion was
worthwhile. •
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L-R: Duffy Edgars, Memory Brown, Rolly Williams, Harold Parnell, Richard Smith, Dustin Edgars, Stanley Swanson, Trevor Russ and Abe Brown.

Top L-R: Leslie Brown, Katelyn Smart, Nicole Harris, Christina Edgars, Latisha Setso, Vanessa Parnell, Vanessa Belcourt, Sharlene Alexander, Caroline Parnell. Bottom L-R: Richard Smith,
Chloe Good, Chantel White, Carrie Carty, and Alicia Campbell.

Statistically Sound

Photo: James Sawyer

Statistics used in this article are courtesy of Simoogit
Ni’is K’amalaa Cliff Morgan of the Nisga’a nation. Since
2001 he has worked with Ken Bedard and William Wesley to keep statistics of ANBT games broadcast on CFNR.

L-R: Sgaann 7iw7waans, GidKun, Gaahlaay, Ginaawaan, Thasi, Sdiithldaa, Gitkinjuuwaas, Ihldiinii, Taaw.ga Halaa’ Leeyga,
Gyaawhlans and Mary Swanson.

Gaagiit clears the air.

L-R: GidKun, Daniel McNeil and Jason Alsop.
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Back row L-R: Dan Burton, Jason Alsop, Duane Alsop, Brandon Gibbard, Jesse Barnes, Ryan Barnes, David Wahl. Middle row L-R: Richard Fenton, Dan McNeil, Grant Moody, Wade Collinson.
Front Row: Desi Collinson, Joel Young, Taylor Moody, Nathan Vogstad, Dylan Barnes, Josh Wesley, Darcy Pearson, Cole Edinger (in shell), Michael Gladstone, Luke Pearson.

Rev. Lily Bell with great-grandson Freeman Bell.
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and Brown, each earning over 20 points. In spite of large discrepancies “added a little pressure to ensure we wouldn’t have to have a
burning ceremony.”
in final scores, it was clear that the Watchmen were working hard to
From the beginning of training to the celebration feasts,
accomplish the wins they had trained for, and the players demonstrated
team leaders emphasized that the caliber of Haida basketball
high sportsmanship throughout their games. Speed continues to
depends on a strong community and is propelled by personal
distinguish the team, which earned 14 fast-break points in its final
integrity and discipline. As team supporter Memory Brown put
game. While Brown earned the titles of Best Defensive Player and
it, “We’re not only impressed with our players’ game, but also
MVP, this year he announced his retirement from the tournament. In
with their everyday life.” Haida Gwaii’s basketball founders
spite of this loss, the team will remain very competitive in the coming
established a legacy that continually inspires community leaderyear. As All-Star Russ declared, “We went over there last year without
ship, even off the court. The caliber of Haida basketball calls
anyone knowing who this team was, and now we’ve come back as
on everyone across the Islands to achieve a high standard, no
two-time champions.”
matter what they do.
Hlg̱agilda’s Intermediate Saints won every game they
“I’m challenging everyplayed, starting with Gitwinkone here,” Gagwiis ansihlkw on Tuesday morning.
nounced, “whether you’re
On Thursday the Saints faced
a basketball star or not, to
Bella Bella, leaving them well
hold one another accountbehind with a score of 111-48.
able, to challenge each other.
On Friday they beat Prince
We’re going to win because
Rupert with an unexpectedly
we believe in each other, and
skewed score of 82-37, but
that’s what we really do. Take
with stiffer competition from
this to your family and your
Prince Rupert on Saturday’s
groups that you’re a part of.
final game, the score ended
Maybe start something else
up at 94-80. While the Interbrand new. Maybe in 50
mediate Saints’ high benchyears that will help to change
points demonstrate strong
this community for the betdepth in the team, certain
ter.”
Daylyn Moody-Moraes and Reese Burton before the opening ceremonies.
players also stand out: MVP,
Perhaps the clearest
Mr Hustle, and High Scorer
display of such excellence was
Nathan Vogstad clearly earned his titles, maintaining consistent
the opening ceremony in Prince Rupert, where Haidas from all
intensity throughout the week, most notably scoring 41 points
over the province honoured fans with an intensively-rehearsed
in the team’s final game. High scoring also earned point guard
opening ceremony. Organizers brought together Haida comCole Edinger recognition as an All-Star, along with forward
munities in Vancouver, Prince Rupert, Hlg̱agilda, and G̱aauu to
Joel Richardson, who offered influential support throughout the
pull off a fantastic entrance featuring hundreds of Haidas. Many
tournament, maintaining strong rebounds and assists. Coach
of those participating wore their clan face-paint, and were celDave Wahl offered high praise for up-and-comer and Sixth Man
ebrating their first public song and dance. The initiative clearly
Jesse Barnes, admiring how “every time he touches the ball, he
demonstrated how Haidas pull together as a nation.
captures people’s imagination.”
The week in Prince Rupert galvanized not just the Haida
Hlg̱agilda’s Senior Saints faced games with closer scoring,
community, but the resolve of the entire region as over a
starting with their defeat of Kitimat 80-75 on Tuesday. The
thousand coastal citizens stood to re-join President of the Haida
game on Thursday against Prince Rupert featured 10 of their 12
Nation kil tlaastga Peter Lantin’s declaration of commitment to
members making significant contributions, ending at 89-58 and
stop Enbridge’s proposed pipeline project.
earning 24 bench-points. Friday’s game versus Kinclolith – 74“Hopefully you noticed the Haidas are wearing ‘united’
69 – saw the team’s high-score of 31 points from MVP Xyaalat-shirts this evening, and are holding ‘united’ flags in our fight
ga Daguuya Desi Collinson. Their final game against Ahousaht
against Enbridge,” he announced. “Normally we wouldn’t want
ended at 72-70, and had everyone out of their seats as the score
to politicize a great event such as this, but if you think about
wavered back and forth during the final minutes of play. All
how important this is to our cultures, and our ability to gather
Stars Tyler York and Darcy Pearson earned 11.75 and 16.5
as nations, we want to draw attention to this serious issue. Let’s
points per game, maintaining shooting averages of 42.75% and
send a message to everyone out there that we’re not softening.
48.25%. Best Defensive Player Gagwiis Jason Alsop earned
Just like all our players and our dancers, we’re still in training.
14.75 points per game with a shooting average of 41.75%. In
It’s almost game-time. This summer will be the greatest fight of
his speech at Hlg̱agilda’s dinner, defensive player Duane Alsop
our lives. The Haida nation stands here with all these nations,
thanked Haida Gwaii’s community, whose faith in the teams
and we ask you to join us in the fight of our lives.” •
was exemplified by Ḵiidlajuuwee Reg Davidson’s pre-purchase
of “All-Native Champions” t-shirts. As Alsop joked, the shirts
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By Valine Crist

There were three main points emphasized at
the LNG Summit in Fort St. John: BC needs
to develop its LNG industry; government
wants to use LNG as a platform to forge
relationships with First Nations; and,
industry wants to include First Nations in
equity agreements. These three messages
were underlined repeatedly throughout the
conference, with the caution that the province
and First Nations need to hurry because this
opportunity won’t last long.
According to the agenda, the LNG Summit
was “designed to provide First Nations
leaders with the ideas, knowledge and tools
needed to ensure communities understand and
can make informed decisions about potential
LNG developments in BC”.
The Treaty 8 Tribal Association invited
First Nations leaders and staff to attend
the third in a series of LNG conferences,
February 17-19 (the first gathering was in
Prince Rupert last summer, and the second
was in Prince George this past October).
Over 300 people attended the event in
Fort St. John; roughly half of the attendees
were First Nations, and the other half were
government staff, industry representatives,
and consultants.
The message about relationships was loud
and clear – government and industry want
to build relationships and enter into business
partnerships with First Nations. I lost track
of how many times I heard, “We’ve learned
from Enbridge – now we know that we have
to consult with First Nations and include them

in these development projects that impact
their territories.”
Yes, First Nations need to be included, and
a productive relationship with the Canadian
government is a goal shared by many nations.
LNG proponents are just as prepared to
enter into partnerships with First Nations,

To date, Douglas Channel LNG
(Haisla/LNG Partners) and Kitimat
LNG (Chevron/Apache) have met
necessary environmental assessment (EA) requirements and
obtained export licenses from the
National Energy Board. Three more
projects are under EA review and
have obtained export licenses.
but entering into business relationships with
industry is a different discussion.
Under Canadian law, aboriginal peoples
must be consulted, and in some cases
accommodated when a development project
is proposed for their territory. The courts do
not define the level of consultation required,
and accommodation isn’t mandatory.
Legalities aside, past experiences and the
rocky history between aboriginal peoples and
the Crown influence present-day relationships
and potential business agreements with
industry.
When Treaty 8 Tribal Chief Liz Logan
came to Haida Gwaii this past November,

iWitness
Government and industry representatives took up most of the
seats on panel discussions and
presentations at the LNG Summit,
but some delegates spoke informally about the impacts of development in the region. LNG could
cause social and environmental

impacts – it already has in parts
of Northern BC – but weighing
the costs against the projected
benefits is an important responsibility that communities and
leadership need to do together.

she explained the history and meaning of
Treaty 8. As Ms Logan described, the treaty
is an agreement of peace, sharing, and coexistence. It does not cede or surrender their
land or rights. With both written and verbal
conditions, the treaty was a promise that the
local First Nations could continue with their
way of life – hunting, trapping, and fishing –
for as along as the sun shines, the river flows,
and the grass grows.
Oil and gas extraction started in Treaty
8 territory in the early 1940s. Over the past
60+ years, nearly 30,000 gas wells were
drilled in their territory and the result of this
development is causing social and cultural
disruption, as well as environmental and
human-health concerns. Industry has a history
of operating in these traditional territories
without participation of the local First
Nations. The Treaty 8 people assert that the
Crown has not adequately or meaningfully
consulted with them prior to this development
– they believe that the increase of fracking
proposed in their territory is unsustainable.
The Canadian and provincial governments
have been busy endorsing energy-export
projects recently, but they have realized that
proposed projects will never be built without
support from First Nations. As a result, the
federal government commissioned a report by
Doug Eyford, titled: Forging Partnerships.
Building Relationships. Aboriginal Canadians
and Energy Development. It was submitted
to Prime Minister Harper in November 2013
and focused on energy projects proposed for
the west coast. Mr Eyford recommends that
the Crown engage in honest discussions with
aboriginal peoples, and he acknowledges the
importance of trust when trying to reconcile
tarnished relationships.
According to Mr Eyford, the energy
projects proposed for the west coast are
“an opportunity for Canada and Aboriginal
communities in Alberta and British Columbia
to constructively address and reconcile their
respective interests”. The report states that
Canada and aboriginal peoples need to build
effective relationships. It says that oil, gas,
LNG continued next page
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relationships requires time, investment in
the process, and, most of all, it requires trust.
Again drawing from the recommendations in
Mr Eyford’s report:
“Canada should promote principled
dialogue about resource development with
Aboriginal communities in Alberta and
British Columbia. This can be accomplished,
in conjunction with
provincial and local
Signed in 1899, Treaty 8 encompasses over
government and
272,500 kilometres in BC, but extends further industry, by convening
conferences,
into present-day Alberta, Saskatchewan, and workshops, and
community forums to
Yukon.
improve knowledge
about the energy sector and major projects.”
frenzy to start exporting unconventional gas,
communities aren’t being given the time
The provincial and federal governments
they require. Every northern community in
partnered with the Treaty 8 Tribal Association
BC is facing a growing number of industrial
to host the conference in their territory, which
activities, from proposed oil pipelines to
involved workshops, tours, and presentations
mining and logging. Recently, coastal nations on the LNG industry. The Crown does appear
have also raised concerns about the fisheries
to be taking direction from Mr Eyford’s work,
– such as the dispute over the herring opening but the most critical part is that of “principled
on the North and Central Coast this year,
dialogue.” It is about respectful, two-way
and the federal government expanding fish
communication so that aboriginal peoples
farms on the West Coast. Amidst all of this,
and the Crown are engaged in a real dialogue.
there’s little time and few resources to allow
And, importantly, it is about the obligation to
for participating meaningfully in review and
protect and respect constitutional and treaty
referrals processes for the 13 LNG projects
rights.
proposed for the Northwest Coast.
On the first day, a woman told a story
The LNG Summit reinforced the feverish
about a nearby lake. She said that the
push for LNG in BC, and demonstrated that
water was too contaminated to fish, but
First Nations are being encouraged to sign on
that community members could still swim
the dotted line before it’s too late, but building in it. Coming from Haida Gwaii, a place
and other resource development projects need
to be considered within the larger agenda of
reconciliation.
At the LNG conference the importance
of ‘time’ came up repeatedly throughout the
three days. Many of the delegates shared
the sentiment – First Nations need time to
assess large-scale projects, but in the current

with strong environmental protection and
stewardship values, I found this alarming,
but the woman said it so casually, as though a
contaminated lake is the norm.
Some local leaders at the conference
talked about the jobs local First Nations are
promised when industry moves into their
territory. A couple of men from Northeast
BC stated that local First Nations are not
given preference when hiring, and when their
people do get hired, they have, in some cases,
faced racism and inequalities on the job.
Other voices at the LNG Summit
expressed concern about quick money fueling
alcohol and substance abuse problems in
First Nation communities. Family units are
also impacted by the camp-life schedule –
when one parent is away at a work camp for
weeks at a time, families start to break down.
According to one woman speaking about
her work on the social impacts of resource
development, this lifestyle can also lead to
increased rates of domestic violence.
These are just a few of the environmental
and social impacts brought up during
conversations and question periods. They
were a testimony of firsthand experiences –
from community members already impacted
by fracking, and by other resource extraction
industries in Northeast BC. •

Excerpt from a CFNR interview with President Peter Lantin at
the Fort St. John LNG Conference held in March.
“If you look at Haida Gwaii and what
we’ve accomplished [ … ] our successes are a result of collaboration,
and other First Nations providing their
support to bring awareness to our
issues. Our battles were obviously on
the land with logging, and so I think
we have a responsibility to reciprocate the support we’ve received.
So we’ve come out to lend our
support to Treaty 8 and try to bring
awareness to the impacts of LNG on
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their territory. I think that’s all I’m
here to do, lend political support and bring information back
to Haida Gwaii so we can inform
our nation of what the impacts
are here at the source of fracking
territory. At this stage, the Haida
nation does not have the mandate
to talk about the opportunities
around LNG.”

Elders’ Statement from the First Nations LNG Summit
We, the Treaty 8 Elders assembled with visiting Elders from other
territories in BC at the First Nations LNG Summit at Fort St.
John, BC, held on February 17th, 18th, and 19th, 2014. We thank
the Treaty 8 Tribal Association for welcoming us to participate
in this very important Summit. We reaffirm our responsibility
to speak for the protection and enhancement of the wellbeing
of Mother Earth, nature, future generations of our Treaty 8
Elders, all humanity and life. We recognize the significance of
this third convening of a LNG Summit and reaffirm the historic
meeting of the Treaty 8 Elders whereby, we issue this statement,
which marks a big step forward for Treaty 8 Elders’ rights and
the important role that Treaty 8 Elders play in conservation and
sustainable development.
We hold sacred all forms of life and the sky, including the air
we breathe, the water we drink and the plants, traditional seeds,
trees, animals, fish, biological and cultural diversity, ecosystems
and traditional knowledge that make life on Earth possible and
enjoyable.
We are the people who are the most far removed from the
existing policies and governmental decision-making in regard
to access and rights and are the most impacted and require
mechanisms for active and meaningful participation in all LNG
decisions.
We recommend that there be a review of the existing
record of how the industry upholds their existing agreements
with other land holders throughout the world before we enter
into any agreements to their proposals. And that there be full
acknowledgement with special provisions that uphold our Treaty
rights be included in any governmental or industry agreements.
We bring these matters forward as our responsibility for these
following reasons:
We are concerned about our own food production; the plants
that we gather, the animals that we hunt, our fields and harvests,
the water that we drink and water our fields with. The fish that
we catch from our rivers and streams are diminishing at an
alarming rate. Food sovereignty is one fundamental expression
of our collective right to self-determination and sustainable
development.
The right to food must be observed and respected; it nourishes
our identities, our cultures, our languages, and our ability to
survive as First Nations Peoples.
In our life ways development projects such as, extractive
industries such as LNG, mining and other environmentally
destructive projects are destroying our bio-diversity, poisoning
our water, our rivers, streams, and the earth and its ability to
maintain life. This is further aggravated by climate change and
hydroelectric dams and other energy production that affect
entire ecosystems and their ability to provide for life. We expect
reclamation of the land and water where abandoned industrial

developments exist; to be put back to a natural state that is in
harmony with the landscape.

We call for immediate action to:
•

•

Take immediate and effective measures to implement
specific attention paid to the full recognition of our land
rights, including Title, and the Indigenous right to free,
prior and informed consent (FPIC) when decisions are
being made which affect First Nations Peoples and
territories.
Take full and effective measures to ensure actions and
policies with respect to considering the position that the
proposed LNG pose a grave threat to the cultural survival
of First Nations Peoples and the environment. And serious
consideration is made to projects that will irreparably
alienate the land and its waters from the First Nations, and
including their homes, sacred sites, medicinal gathering
areas and clean water.

We are in concert with the need to give voice to the Treaty
8 First Nations perspective of guardianship of all our natural
resources including water. We understand this is our sacred duty
to protect our relationship to all the elements that comprise life.
However, governments, corporations and the dominant society
do not consider the Indigenous teachings. We feel it is imperative
that consideration be given to the points that have been raised
regarding the protection, conservation, safety, and access to clean
and abundant water as a priority in any discussion of water issues.
We, the Elders of Treaty 8 First Nations support the inclusion
in any determination regarding LNG, as a basic human right.
A central concern is the obligation to ensure that our rights are
respected, upheld and recognized, consistent with the rights
instilled for the Treaty 8 First Nations, now and for the future
generations.
The Treaty 8 First Nation Elders recommend that there be the
creation of an Elders Task Force at future LNG Summits.
These words that we share are our strong statement and we
expect to be heard and taken seriously.
Respectfully submitted on February 19, 2014.
Note: the above statement was presented orally by facilitator
Mona Polacca, on behalf of the Treaty 8 First Nation Elders,
during the summit’s closing remarks.
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Sea otters frolic at Langara Rocks near Langara Island – June 2013.

What do we otter do?

Haida Gwaii’s marine community came
together and discussed the future of abalone
and Pacific sea otters in the waters that
surround the Islands. Haida Fisheries Field
Supervisor Sg̱ iid Ḵungs, Vanessa Bellis
and marine biologist Lynn Lee organized
workshops held on February 22nd and 23rd
at the Haida Heritage Centre at Ḵay Llnagaay
and the Old Massett Youth Centre.
The conference consisted of a series of
workshops where local experts and scientists
shared their knowledge, and opened with

a welcome from Taaw.ga Halaa’ Leeyga,
May Russ and Wiigaanad, Sid Crosby. To
provide a strong foundation for discussion,
GwaaGanad, Diane Brown and Ḵiidlajuuwee,
Reg Davidson described the cultural
significance of abalone, after which marine
scientists Sharon Jeffery, Rebecca Martone,
Carita Bergman, and Sheila Thornton
discussed their various coastal ecology
research projects.
Speaker Dr Anne Salomon’s extensive
coastal marine research shows that while

Did you know?

Hydaburg Xaad kil: Kuu
Old Massett Xaad kil: Kuu
Hlgaagilda Xaayda kil: Kuu
Latin: Enhydra Lutris kenyoni
English: Northern Sea Otter
Kuu is one of three recognized subspecies
of Pacific sea otters. With a weight ranging
from 22-45 pounds, it is the largest member
of the weasel family. Of the world’s 13
recognized otter species, it is the only one
that doesn’t burrow and can live its entire life
in the water.
Kuu’s coat has 150,000 hairs per square
centimetre. Guard hairs are packed so tightly
that kuu’s under-fur not only stays dry, but
even traps air, helping the mammal to float.
To keep the world’s densest fur clean, kuu

can pull its loose skin all the way from its
back to its belly and use its bendy skeleton
to be able to reach and scrub every part of
itself.
Every day, kuu must consume 25-38%
of its own weight in food, and is known
to drink seawater to hydrate. Kuu are
exceptionally mindful mothers: they groom
and cuddle their children almost constantly.
Despite this care, kuu pups have a high
death rate, and mothers have sometimes
been observed carrying their dead pups for
several days.
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abalone stocks remain fragile, successful
strategies are giving rise to optimism. Dr
Salomon has been working with Ḵii’iljuus
Barbara Wilson to establish a knowledge
network along the north coast so that
communities can learn about sea life.
Abalone, urchins, and the rebounding Pacific
sea otter stocks are of particular interest. This
is especially so, as recent sea otter sightings in
Haida Gwaii waters have prompted concern
from commercial- and food-fishers that
urchin and abalone stocks may be negatively
affected.
Local expert, Dr Norman Sloan, observes
that otters have been known to send ’scouts’
before trickling into new territory. The forum
discussed the anticipated effects this longlost species will have on Haida Gwaii’s coast.
While many appeared concerned that as sea
otters return, abalone and urchin populations
will fall, it is very important to note that sea
otters also have many positive indirect effects
on people and the environment. For example,
scientists have observed that reducing
sea urchin populations benefits kelp. This
provides shelter for numerous fish, captures
nutrients from currents, and increases cod
and seabird populations. Since the sea otter
reappearance in some areas along the coast,
reduced sea urchin pressure has also provided
suitable reproductive environments for many
fish, such as herring.
There were many stories told at the
workshops and they included the exceptional
story of Gwiisihlgaa, Daniel McNeil. He
described his previous experiences poaching
abalone, how conservation officers in Prince
Rupert caught him, and why he started
working to protect marine life. His story is
invaluable to conservationists as they work to
prevent poaching. Gwiisihlgaa recommended
education as the most effective enforcement
method for preventing environmental abuses.
Many community members expressed deep
gratitude and admiration that he openly
shares his experience and now supports
conservation education for abalone- andmarine environments.
Official updates to the Haida Gwaii
Abalone Community Action Plan will be
available online soon. The current plan is
available at: http://www.marinematters.org/
programs/AbaloneActionPlanMar2008.pdf. •

A flotilla of canoes at the Tribal Canoe Journey 2013.

The Q’atuwas Festival in Bella Bella
Submitted by Tluu Xaadaa Naay Society

The Haida nation has been invited to
participate in a canoe journey that
will land at the Q’atuwas Festival in
Bella Bella on July 13, 2014. Organizers
expect at least 100 canoes, over 5,000
pullers, and about 5,000 visitors.

ing paddles and working on the canoes in Candace White at 250.626.5250, Lisa White
the coming weeks and are hoping there
at 250.626.3718
will be Haidas, as well, on the Heiltsuk
shore when we land in Bella Bella!
For more info, or to donate towards the
journey, please contact: Christian or

Note: If Elders are planning to travel, please
contact Lisa or Candace as Elders will be
billeted in Bella Bella.

The Tluu Xaadaa Naay Society and dancers have accepted the invitation and
will be paddling our families’ canoes to
the gathering! We will be fundraising in
the upcoming months for fuel, food and
supplies for the paddlers and support
boats. It will be a two-week journey and
the event is alcohol- and drug-free.
Our society and dancers attended the
first Q’atuwas Festival in 1993, paddling
the late Chief Edenshaw, Morris White’s,
canoes in to Bella Bella. We will be mak-

Q’atuwas Festival Fundraising
Fundraiser with Skwaalee
Salmon Berry Bird Performance.
April 26, 2014 at Tluu Xaadaa Naay
Doors open at 7 pm.

Raffles for Raven’s Tail wristbands and an Eagle paddle.

Contact: Katherine, Cynthia, Lisa
250.626.3718, or Candace 250.626.5250

Haawaa for your support!
17

Haida Laas - Newsletter of the Council of the Haida Nation

April 2014
Map: Taan Forest

Looking at Haida Tenure and TFL 60
The Haida Tenure
The Haida nation negotiated the Haida Tenure
through the Kunst’aa Guu-Kunst’aayah
Reconciliation Protocol Agreement. The
area was originally agreed to be managed as
a Forest License to Cut (FLTC), but more
recently the nation has been in negotiation
with BC to have the FLTC transferred to a
First Nations Woodland Licence (FNWL). An
FLTC is a license that needs to be renewed
each year, whereas a First Nations Woodland
Licence (FNWL) is a long-term tenure. Taan
expects that the change will be finalized later
this year.
The Haida Tenure, located on Graham
Island and Moresby Island, has a total area
of 58,620 hectares (586.2 km2) from which
comes a harvest of 120,000 m3 each year.
Moresby Island and the southern portions
of Graham Island are mainly second growth
spruce and hemlock. East of the Yakoun
River – a large portion of which was burned
in a fire in the 1900s – is second growth
cedar, hemlock and pine, and there are small
pockets of old growth in the Canyon and
Survey areas.
Before the area was designated as the
Haida Tenure it was part of the Haida Gwaii
Timber Supply Area and was managed by BC
Timber Sales and Western Forest Products.
Logging within the Haida Tenure involves
a bidding process for local contractors.
An area within the tenure is designated for
logging and contractors are asked to submit
a bid for logging it. Bids are ranked against
a set of criteria – upholding safety and
environmental standards and ensuring Haida
and local employment opportunities are
among the top requirements.
Generally, Sandspit contractors harvest
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Submitted by Taan Forest

When you combine TFL 60 and the Forest License to
Cut, the Haida nation, through Taan Forest, manages a
total area of 194,377 hectares, with a total annual harvest of 460,000 m3.
within the Haida Tenure on Moresby Island,
and on Graham Island, local communities and
contractors, including Sandspit, are asked to
solicit bids on harvesting opportunities. Safety
and compliance with the Land Use Order
Objectives (LUOO) are critical. According to
the LUOO, harvesting practices must always
protect waterways, fish, wildlife, and Haida
Cultural and Forest Features, in addition to
following the Forest Stewardship Council’s
Forest Management standards.

Tree Farm License 60
The Tree Farm License 60 (TFL 60)
encompasses 135,757 hectares with a
‘productive’ forest land area of 55,574
hectares. The TFL went through many
changes in ownership before Taan Forest
purchased it nearly two years ago.
In the beginning, TFL 60 was known as
TFL 39 and was acquired by the Powell River
Company in 1961, which then merged with
MacMillan and Bloedel Ltd. Then in 1966

they merged again and became known only
as MacMillan Bloedel. The TFL remained
with MacMillan Bloedel until 1999, when
it was sold to Weyerhaeuser, and later to
Cascadia Forest Products in 2005. In 2006
it was acquired by Western Forest Products
and Taan Forest bought the TFL and Western
Forest Products’ assets on June 29, 2012.
The forest within TFL 60 is comprised
of Western hemlock and Sitka spruce, as
well as a significant number of Western Red
cedar and Yellow cedar. Roughly 20% of the
harvestable land base is old-growth, while
about 55% of the total area (harvestable and
non-harvestable) is also old-growth. Today,
60% second-growth and 40% old-growth is
being cut.
The Allowable Annual Harvest for TFL
60 is 340,000m3 with a maximum limit of
133,000m3 for cedar within that cut. Prior to
the LUOO the harvest rate was almost four
times the current rate. •

Taan is working to re-establish second growth Red cedar and Yellow cedar for pole production, manufacturing, and for local cultural use. Within TFL 60, 150,000
trees are planted every year (80,000 of those are Red
and Yellow cedar). On the Haida Tenure, 100,000 trees
are planted annually (about 60,000 are cedar).
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Haida Gwaii Youth Assembly
– Just something you have to experience. –

May 8-10 in Skidegate at the George Brown Recreation Hall
Find us on Facebook at Haida Gwaii Youth Assembly #HGYA14
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