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It could be my age speaking but I am
shocked at how fast this year has gone by,
and that we are nearing the end of another
year. It seems like just last week the Council
of the Haida Nation was being sworn in,
celebrating our new office building in
Skidegate and getting ready to take on the
Nations’ challenges. With our first year now
completed, and the team fully orientated
on our respective portfolios, 2014 will be
very interesting and a year where we need
all Haida citizens to be engaged and help us
shape the future for the Nation.
These holidays should be spent
celebrating with family and friends and
reflecting back on a very productive and
historic year. The CHN revitalized the
Haida Gwaii Youth Assembly this past May,
which will happen again this spring and
is now entrenched as an annual event.
Equally as important, the Haida Gwaii
Youth Assembly Council that gets elected in
this spring will remain as anofficial Youth
Council that will begin working alongside
the CHN. And we could not look back on
2013 without mentioning the historic pole
raising at Hlkyah Gawga, a celebration of
the unique approach the Haida Nation
has taken with the Crown, an approach of
reconciliation. This unique approach is a
model for many other Nations who do not
wish to address their rights and Title based
on extinguishment. The Haida have never
extinguished our rights and Title to Haida
Gwaii; this continues to be the foundation of
how to approach Haida rights and Title.

2014 will be a very important year for
the Haida Nation. As I write this, we are
days away from the National Energy Board’s
Joint Review Panel (JRP) report on the
Enbridge pipeline. I am confident that our
people are ready to stand up for our Islands,
regardless of what the report states. We are
also working diligently on providing the best
information possible on LNG to all Haida
citizens; this will be something we continue
with in 2014.
In conclusion, we wish to serve notice
to all Haida citizens that you will be asked
in 2014 for your opinion on many issues,
mainly your opinion of what Haida Title
is. We need all Haida citizens to share
your opinions and help the Nation begin
exercising our jurisdiction and authority
throughout Haida Gwaii. The CHN is
beginning a comprehensive strategic
planning exercise that is fully dependent on
your participation, your opinions and what
you believe is best for our great Nation. In
order for this exercise to be successful, we
need participation from all Haida citizens.
Your leadership cannot do this important
work without you, we need you!
On behalf of the Council of the Haida
Nation, I would like to wish all of you a very
Happy Holidays and all the best in 2014!

kil tlaats ’gaa, Peter Lantin
President of the Haida Nation

Council of the Haida Nation

a

President
Box 98, Queen Charlotte
Haida Gwaii
V0T 1S0
p.250.559.4468
f.250.559.8951
1.877.559.4468
chn@haidanation.com

The Haida Marine Traditional
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Available at both CHN offices
and other quality outlets!

$1500

www.haidanation.ca
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Photo: courtesy of the BC Aboriginal Awards

The year’s end

BC Aboriginal Business Awards 2013- Young Entrepreneur of
the Year - Erica Ryan-Gagne receives her award from Minister of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation, John Rustad.

The hardware piles up
By Graham Richard

The design of Gwaii Qaadaa has deep meaning. The top and bottom borders, copied from a cedar weaving, represent the fireweed that grows in all areas of Haida Gwaii. The white Raven’s Tail is Ms Bennett’s mother-in-law, Joyce
Bennett. The blue Raven’s Tail is Ms Bennett’s mother, Norma Adams (see white arrrow). The Raven’s Tail surrounding
Ms Bennett’s mother and mother-in-law are their descendants, and the light green colour signifies mossy trees and
vegetation.The brown background honours the deaths of felled trees. The gold bands on each side honour the death
of Kiit K’iiyas, the Golden Spruce, and the extra-length golden weft falling inside the robe (not shown here) are the
roots of Kiit K’iiyas.

Gwaii Qaadaa
By Graham Richard

“I am greatly humbled and feel very grounded
when I am doing what I love –
weaving.”
Georgia Bennett

Two months ago a wonderful new Raven’s
Tail robe danced to life among many other
masterful creations at the Legacy Pole
feast in HlGaagilda. The robe, named Gwaii
Qaadaa, Forest Island, was danced with the
Rainbow Creek Dancers.
The robe is weaver Georgia Bennett’s
tribute honouring the trees of Haida Gwaii.
Ms Bennett spent years preparing herself to
produce the work, originally apprenticing
with Haida weaver Kaajuhl, Evelyn
Vanderhoop, and then with Tsimshian weaver
Tsymiyaanbiin, William White, in 2011. As Ms
Bennett acknowledges, “I am very honoured
and blessed that I have such great mentors in
my pursuit of weaving knowledge.”
In October of 2009 Ms Bennett started
thigh-spinning wool for the warp, and in
September 2011 she began weaving the robe.
The project progressed alongside many
smaller commissions and creations. Finally,
this August she finished Gwaii Qaadaa and the

work was danced with the Rainbow Creek
Dancers at the Gwaii Haanas Legacy Pole
feast on August 17th at HlGaagilda.
Gwaii Qaadaa is the first of a series of robes
Ms Bennett plans to weave “to represent
our beautiful land, water and skies in Haida
Gwaii.”

Bouncing with excitement

In response to an invitation to open the
2014 All-Native Basketball Tournament,
a huge group of Haidas from Vancouver,
HlGaagilda, and Gaauu are coordinating
to perform songs and dances that will
make the nation proud. Frequent practices
in these communities are showing the
determination of participants to represent
the nation well. Dancers and singers bring as
much regalia as they can to each practice, in
preparation for opening the games. Dances
will honour elders, show the power of Haida
craftsmanship, the mystery of the nation’s
creatures and stories, and include audience
participation. The B-ball tournament runs
from February 9th to 15th in Prince Rupert.
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This November the British Columbia
Achievement Foundation notified Gidin Jaad,
Erica Ryan-Gagne, that she received the award
for Young Entrepreneur of the Year. The
award is for a person under 30 with a new
business. Gidin Jaad had attended the 2010
awards where Jags Beanstalk had received
recognition. When she watched Prince
Rupert’s Ami Dopson receive the award that
year, Gidin Jaad was determined to win it as
well. At that time her business, Eri-Cut and
Nailed, was just two months old, but in 2011
she received recognition for Outstanding
Achievement. Leading up to her win of the
2013 Young Entrepreneur of the Year award,
Gidin Jaad submitted letters of support, a
business plan, revenue and expense records,
and a video made by Jordie Laidlaw, which
can be seen here: http://tinyurl.com/
l9nsvz2.
The big announcement of the year
was that the BC Achievement Foundation
awarded HaiCo with the Community-Owned
Business of the Year award. Board Chair Dr
Roslyn Kunin said the award “recognizes
how far Haico has come for a 3-year-old
business. It make us very, very proud to
see we are able to do these kinds of things
and reach our objectives.” HaiCo did not
apply for the award, which indicates its
wide recognition in Vancouver’s business
community and explains HaiCo’s recent
feature in Business In Vancouver magazine.
The award was presented by Premier Christy
Clark and received on December 5th by
kil tlaats’gaa, Peter Lantin, President of the
Haida Nation.
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Reporting Out:

The Haida Nation’s 2013 House of Assembly
This cedar fedora is one of many styles of hats that
weaver, Marlene Liddle, produces.

Every woman’s sister

7idansuu

Charles Edenshaw, Wasgo Drawing, 1897
pigment on paper
21.6 x 27.9 cm
Collection of the American Museum of Natural History

By Graham Richard

The Vancouver Art Gallery, which saw some
367,800 visitors in 2012, is now showing
a large exhibition of work by 7idansuu,
Charles Edenshaw. The show runs until
February 2nd 2014. In the days following
the opening, a panel including the present
holder of the name 7idansuu, James Hart,
discussed ‘Haida history and narratives’ and
‘objects, attributions and implications’. Panel
member Lalaxaaygans, Terri-Lynn WilliamsDavidson, told stories about the images that
7idansuu had carved in argillite. The artwork
tells stories and articulates laws that “affirm
our connections to each other and to other
nations, and teach the foundation of proper
and lawful co-existence with each other and
the environment,” Lalaxaaygans explained.
Curators Dr Robin K. Wright and
Daina Augaitis assembled over 240 pieces
belonging to both public and private
collections. The works are organized
according to five themes: traditions,
narrative, style, new forms, and legacy. It
is the first time anyone has collected and
displayed this many of 7idansuu’s works in
one place. Mediums include cedar, paint,
argillite, silver, gold, paper, pencil, and tools.
The exhibition’s accompanying catalogue
is said to be the most comprehensive
publication of 7idansuu’s work to date.

Dr Wright declared it a great honour
that the years of planning culminated in
this “once in a lifetime opportunity to bring
these pieces together and share them with
Haida people and everyone who’s passionate
about northwest coast art.”

A really good read

Old Massett celebrated a library opening
with Lieutenant Governor of BC Judith
Guichon on October 21st. Beng Favreau
initiated the project with Literacy Haida
Gwaii (LHG) in May. The team coordinated
with a modular-home company called
Britco to acquire a building used for the
Winter Olympic games. BC Ferries shipped
the new library for free and LHG gifted it
to the village of Old Massett. The library
sits close to the family centre and Chief
Matthews School. The organization, Rotary
International, donated 3000 books and
London Drugs donated two computers
and a printer. In all, Ms Favreau estimates
in-kind donations for the project amounted
to $60,000. The Vancouver Island Regional
Library is offering free training to learn how
to run the library.
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Marlene Liddle says she “feels excited and
ecstatic” to receive one of five annual BC
Achievement Awards for First Nations art.
The awards celebrate artistic excellence in
traditional, contemporary, or media arts.
Ms Liddle started gathering cedar bark in
2000 and started weaving in 2008 under
Christine Carty. With the motivation from
her community to maintain high standards,
and innovate on techniques and design, she
has completed over 100 pieces including
hats, baskets, and purses. She hopes her
innovations can stretch between cultures to
garner more recognition for Haida weavers.
Ms Liddle’s current work includes a project
supported by the BC Arts Council to create
a pounded cedar-bark robe incorporating
Raven’s Tail weaving using Irish linen. “You
can’t really call this work,” she explained.
“Its about the development of your skill
as a weaver.” The award was presented
November 29th by Premier Christy Clark and
arts philanthropist, Michael Audain, at the
Fairmont Waterfront Hotel.

Signing around town

Skidegate Haida Immersion Program
students recently approached businesses to
ask them to use Xaayda kil signage. Fluent
speakers provided translations of hundreds
of signs around HlGaagilda. SHIP members
hope that by making Haida language more
visible in the community people will begin
to recognize words for items and places.
Participating businesses included Taan
Forest, Dave’s Take-Out, All About U Gallery,
HeadStart, Gwaalagaa Naay, Skidegate
Daycare, and Eri-Cut and Nailed.

The first day of the House of Assembly
(HOA) started on a crisp morning in
Skidegate on Tuesday, October 15th. Haida
citizens came to participate, picking up the
agenda, committee reports, and minutes
from last year’s HOA as they signed in and
strolled into the community hall. While
waiting for quorum, people filled their
coffee cups, reviewed committee reports,
began preparing questions for their elected
leaders, and scribbled down resolutions they
might bring to the table.
Just after 9:00 am, GwaaGanad, Diane
Brown, officially opened the meeting with a
prayer. It was Peter Lantin’s first ‘House’ as
president, but he was comfortable as he took
to the floor, officially welcoming citizens to
the assembly.
Mr Lantin spoke openly about his first
year in his new position. He described the
steep learning curve, saying, “I’ve quickly
started to understand the enormous
responsibility that the CHN holds. I think
about those who have come before us. We
still have a pristine environment we call
home. Cultural revitalization is based on
lands and waters we’ve protected. I think
about the responsibilities we have and I take
them very seriously.”
Continuing with his opening remarks,
the President expressed how pleased he was
with the number of people in attendance.
“It’s important for people to be engaged.
It’s essential for our citizens to come to
these annual meetings of the House. The
resolutions that are brought forward are

> The Executive Committee

The CHN Executive Committee is comprised of the President, Vice-president,
and elected representatives from
Skidegate and Old Massett. The current
members are: President Peter Lantin,
Vice-president Trevor Russ, Percy
Crosby, and Robert Davis. Alternates are
Guujaaw and Cynthia Samuels.

taken very seriously - this is what sets our
course of action for the year,” Mr Lantin
emphasized. “This is the most important
business we’ll do. The Council always refers
to the HOA resolutions – that’s where we get
our mandate.”
Transitioning from his opening address
to the Executive Report, Mr Lantin said that
he and his fellow elected representatives
are committed to communication and
transparency, but he was careful to
acknowledge that these words have become
cliché within the political arena. Still,
communication is key at all levels and CHN
reps will continue to focus on effective
dialogue with elected leaders, and with
Haida citizens on- and off-Island. CHN will
also begin exploring ways to use technology
to better communicate with citizens and
work to create a secure discussion-forum
within the nation. Keeping current on the
nation’s business is key, and Mr Lantin
extended an invitation for all citizens to
provide input on their preferred modes of
communication.

Haida Title and Reconciliation

Haida title and reconciliation drive all of
CHN’s work. Canada wants to discuss only
treaty options for Aboriginal peoples, not
title, Mr Lantin explained. “We disagree on
this. The Haida nation asserts title over the
lands and waters of Haida Gwaii, but the Canadian government also claims ownership.
That’s where each party is standing, and our
approach at reconciliation is what we do in
the meantime to start addressing this,” said
the President. “We are working on a ‘visioning exercise’ to demonstrate to Canada what
we are talking about.”

The CHN Continues with Respect

The second day of HOA meetings, Wednesday, October 16th, started at an unconventional 1:00 pm. The weight of an untimely
loss laid a shadow over the Islands with news
5

By Valine Crist

> The 2013 HoA Agenda
Council of the Haida Nation Reports:
Executive, Legal Report, Mapping
Presentation
Committee Reports: Communications;
Culture and Language; Energy; Heritage
and Natural Resources; Solutions Table;
Haida Gwaii Cultural Wood; Building;
Marine Workgroup; Fisheries; Policy;
and Fundraising
•

LNG / Shipping and Navigation
Presentation by Stafford Reid

•

Secretariat of the Haida Nation
Report

•

Gwaii Trust

•

Archipelago Management Board

•

House of Assembly Resolutions

that a beloved young Haida, Jaron Giesbrecht, had passed in a tragic car accident
early that morning, in Calgary. Although
the sorrow was apparent in the community
hall, with the family’s consent the meetings
proceeded that afternoon.

Solutions Table and the Heritage and
Natural Resources Committee

The Solutions Table was first on the agenda,
and members from the CHN were joined by
their provincial counterparts. Ministry of
Forests’ Operations Manager, Colin Richardson, talked about the Solutions Table
processes and explained that although the
parties are still working towards consistent,
shared decision-making, they have had
much effective debate and dialogue, to date
– both sides are learning about one another.
“This is a meaningful process, and the nation
is able to bring our values forward to this
table. [The Haida nation is] not just sitting
HoA continued page 6
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Reporting Out: The Haida Nation’s 2013 House of Assembly
HoA continued from page 5
on the side hearing about things after-thefact like we used to,” Mr Richardson told the
House.
Citizens responded with concerns and
frustrations about the logging and road
entrances now visible along the highway,
especially in the Tlell area and between
Port Clements and Masset. Reps explained
that logging practices vary in these areas
depending on land designation – the
areas being logged along the highway are
designated either private or Crown. Crown
land is managed by British Columbia Timber
Sales (BCTS), while the provincial Heritage
Conservation Act and the federal Fisheries
Act govern private land.
Plans for logging on Crown land and in
the Tree Farm Licenses always go to the
Solutions Table for vetting, so that means
they are reviewed by CHN and the province.
Logging on private land sometimes goes
to the Solutions Table, but it depends on a
variety of things, such as access: Does the
company need to build a road across a TFL to
get to the private land? If so, a road-building
permit is required and the application will
end up at the Solutions Table. If no permits
are required and there are no heritage or
fisheries issues, then logging can go ahead
at the discretion of the private landowner.
There are other circumstances that
complicate this process but in most cases the
process is straightforward.

> The Solutions Table
Representing the Haida nation:
Colin Richardson, Operations Manager
with the Ministry of Forests
Tyler Bellis, Stewardship Planning
Coordinator, with the Council of the
Haida Nation
Representing the province:
Tyler Peet, Resource Manager for the
Ministry of Forests
Mark Salzl, Authorizations Officer and
RPF for the Ministry of Forests

Reporting Out: The Haida Nation’s 2013 House of Assembly

Major Marine Vessels in BC’s Northern
Coastal Waters, a presentation by 		
Stafford Reid

After a dinner break, the House resumed for
an evening presentation by Stafford Reid, a
consultant, emergency management trainer,
and risk analyst who was invited to talk
about marine shipping.
Having heard from Haisla Chief
Councillor, Ellis Ross, about potential
economic incentives during last year’s House
of Assembly, Stafford Reid was asked to
speak, this year, about the risks of shipping
LNG through Haida waters.
Mr Reid provided a comprehensive but
technical overview of LNG carriers and other
large marine vessels currently navigating
along the coast. The take-home message
of his presentation: BC has not invested
in marine protection; Haida Gwaii is not
equipped to respond to large marine-vessel
incidents of any kind; and the current LNG
proposals in BC represent a massive increase
in large-marine-vessel traffic.
•
The number of major vessels transiting
through the Dixon Entrance and Queen
Charlotte Sound to the ports of Prince
Rupert, Kitimat, and Stewart is expected
to double from the current 400 transits per
year, to 800 per year, by 2017.
•
CHN’s Haida Technical Team Project
Manager, Russ Jones, spoke about the
Marine Use Planning process that has
been active since 2006. While the nation
has not focused on marine transportation
to date, everyone agreed that the Islands
need a world-class emergency response
system. According to Mr Jones, that would
require inclusion in local decision-making,
and ongoing, proactive stewardship
initiatives on-Island.

The House is Respectfully Postponed

At the close of the evening, citizens were
informed that there was another loss in the
Haida community: respected Skidegate elder
Doris Daschuk had passed. With this sad
news, and after consulting with the grieving
families, the House decided to postpone the
following two days of meetings until November 13 and 14.
6

November 13: The House Resumes

Three weeks later, the House reconvened
at the Skidegate Community Hall and the
focus of the conversation continued with
discussions on natural gas production and
LNG exports. Earlier in the month Treaty 8
Tribal Chief Liz Logan came to Haida Gwaii to
talk about “fracking” (hydraulic fracturing)
in northeastern BC. With this fresh in mind,
Guujaaw suggested that the Haida nation
provide political support for Treaty 8 initiatives and their request for a Regional-Strategic Environmental Assessment. “We have to
ensure that the Treaty 8 lands and people are
taken care of. We should support them, and
the people on the pipeline route,” he said.

Energy

Energy issues continued as a hot topic
throughout the day (resulting in a number
of energy-focused resolutions the following
day), and in adopting the Energy Committee’s report, citizens also voted in favour
of adopting the draft Island Energy Plan.
This comprehensive plan outlines ways to
transition Haida Gwaii from non-renewable
energy sources, such as diesel, and replace
unsustainable energy options with ‘green’
energy sources.

Economic Protocol

President Lantin has been clear in previous
reporting-out sessions that there are too
many doors open for economic development
on-Island, and it has not always been effective to have the Skidegate Band Council, Old
Massett Village Council, and CHN operating
independently. An Economic Protocol Working Group was struck last year in an attempt

> Island Energy Plan Vision:
“Haida Gwaii as the first community
in BC to fully meet their energy needs
through demand side management
programs and renewable energy
resources”. Copies of the draft Island
Energy Plan are available at the Council
of the Haida Nation offices in Skidegate
and Old Massett.

to bring together the three organizations –
all of which have distinct and separate mandates – to collectively work toward pursuing
economic opportunities on behalf of citizens.
The first initiative of the working group
was to hire the consulting firm, Castlemain
Group, to research current economic
methods and practices. Rob McPhee,
Managing Director for Castlemain, joined
the House to provide an overview of their
work. To date, the group has compiled
existing economic protocols and guiding
documents to analyze current processes.
The second phase of this research will
include surveying outside organizations,
governments and institutions interested in
doing business here. This will help identify
the barriers, opportunities and challenges
that organizations have experienced when
working with the Haida nation.

Matriarchs, the AMB and Seal Impacts
The afternoon was full, with more
presentations from the Archipelago
Management Board, an overview of a Seal
Impact Presentation, by Chee Xial, Roy Jones
Jr, and a brief statement by Deborah Brown on
the role of matriarchs. Ms Brown expressed
that as members of a matrilineal society, Haida
women have always held an essential role in
their clans. She said that female leaders must
be recognized within the structure of the CHN,
and to help assert that role, it is necessary to
look at the ‘old ways’.
Gwaii Haanas Superintendent Ernie
Gladstone provided an update, with a
particular focus on employment and
training opportunities with the Gwaii
Haanas National Park Reserve, National
Marine Conservation Area Reserve, and
Haida Heritage Site. At previous CHN
meetings, some citizens had raised questions
about employment equity and opportunities,
but the superintendent informed the
House that the organization’s hiring
process, which gives preference to Haida
candidates, respects the spirit and intent of
the Gwaii Haanas Agreement. “At the peak
of the summer we had 30 Haida employees
and about 27 non-Haida employees,” Mr
Gladstone reported.

> The Constitution

According to the Constitution of the
Haida Nation, Article A.12.S1: Heredity is
an internal matter formalized through
the ancient clan customs of the Haida
Nation.
(a) The Haida Nation is a matrilineal
society, and we recognize the prominent
role of our hereditary matriarchs as part
of our governing body.

November 14: Resolutions

The last day, as per House of Assembly proceedings, was dedicated to resolutions. Any
Haida citizen in attendance, aged 16 years or
older, was eligible to submit a resolution for
consideration by the assembly. Resolutions
that have the support of 75% of the voters
in the House are adopted and become the
direction and law-making authority for the
Council of the Haida Nation.
•
The 2013 Resolutions Committee were:
April Churchill, Guujaaw, Russ Jones,
Cynthia Samuels, and Barbara Wilson.
With a flow of citizens coming and going
throughout the day, and a more than full
list of resolutions, the hall was bustling
from 9:00 am until the day closed at 5:00
pm, with only a short break for lunch.
Thirty-six resolutions were submitted to
the Resolutions Committee and the House
reviewed, discussed, and debated each one.
They varied from Haida law to seal impacts –
some passed and others were defeated.
The following summarizes just a few of
the resolutions that passed. Haida citizens
can review the full list of 2013 House of
Assembly Resolutions at the CHN offices in
Old Massett and Skidegate.
Resolution: Supporting First Nations Affected by
LNG
In response to the provincial government
and industry’s push to increase natural gas
production in BC, and bearing in mind that

increase would bring liquefaction facilities to
the North Coast, the Haida nation will offer
political support to First Nations impacted
at the source of natural gas production.
The decision to support other First Nations
facing environmental, social, and economic
concerns was informed by the impacts of
hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”) in Treaty 8
territory.
Resolution: Renewable Energy
Although Haida Gwaii is committed to responsible stewardship of the Islands and its
resources, residents are among the highest
energy-consumers in North America. A majority of that energy comes from non-renewable sources, such as diesel. To help move
the nation and Islands in a more sustainable
direction, the Council of the Haida Nation
was directed to convert all of its buildings
and offices to renewable energy sources
within five years.
Resolution: Island Energy Plan
Keeping in line with the renewable energytheme, the Energy Committee Chair put
forward a resolution to formally adopt the
Island Energy Plan. Citizens supported this
resolution, which directs the Energy Committee to develop a strategic outline for
the Plan and states that the CHN will begin
exploring options to hire an Island Energy
Coordinator.
Resolution: Fukushima Nuclear Spill
With ongoing and increased concerns about
the aftermath of the 2011 nuclear disaster in
Japan, and considering our reliance on seafood here on Haida Gwaii, the Council of the
Haida Nation will look at ways to work with
the provincial and federal governments to
request that the Japanese government provide open and honest updates on the nuclear
waste leaching into the Pacific Ocean.
Resolution: HaiCo Headquarters
With economic development an increasing
priority for the nation, and with HaiCo
recently established as its business-arm, the
HoA continued page 8
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Celebration of Life

This is a list of babies born since the October 2012 House of Assembly. If we have
missed anyone it was not done intentionally. We welcome the newest members of 		
the Haida nation.

Resolution: Opportunities for Input to Review of the
Gwaii Haanas Agreement
The Gwaii Haanas Agreement was signed
25 years ago and undergoes a mandatory
review every five years, with the next one to
take place early in 2014. Haida citizens voted
that this review will include public sessions
early in the process, and must also include
meetings in both Old Massett and Skidegate.
Resolution: Interference with Haida Exercising
Their Rights
CHN has established and maintained effective working relationships with the provincial and federal governments, on behalf
of the Haida nation. Even with productive
political relationships, on the ground there
have been complaints about government
officials harassing Haida hunters, gatherers, and harvesters who are practicing their
rights. These reports from Haida citizens
are taken very seriously, and the CHN will
intervene, if and when necessary, to ensure
that Haida citizens are treated respectfully
when exercising any traditional rights on
Haida Gwaii.

The nation on-line

n

n

Old Massett 			

Skidegate

Destiny Edgars 			

Lawrence Thompson

Dorothy Watts 			

Amira Hill

Jefferson Wilson 			

Raven Hans

Coraleigh Brown 			

Sloan Anderson

Jeremy Edgars 			

Deklen Russ-Dircks

Heaven Lee Lewis 			

Ka’ty Russ-Lewis

Mackenzie Collison 		

Baby Boy Pearson (Alli)

Rita Collison 			

Marcus Medina

Angel Yeltatzie 			

Ariel Yovanovich

Aubrey Davies 			

Amaraya Hill

Everett Brown 			

Twins Star & Skye Gravelle-Clayton

Serah Burton 			

Claire Hooper

Joel Dean Edgars 			

Blaire Twiname

James Kallio			

Kendra Williams

Freja Russ 			

Shyanne Louise Young

				Deah Henderson

n

HoA from page 7
CHN Executive will work to relocate HaiCo
headquarters to the Island within one year.

c

In Memorium

These are the people who have passed on since our annual House of Assembly in October
of 2012. lf we have missed anyone it was not done intentionally. They will always be in our
prayers.

The Web Site

The haidanation.ca site was visited 1,800
times between Nov. 9 and Dec. 9 of this
year – 70% of those visits were from new
visitors • the busiest month was March
(4,061 requests for pages) and in 2013 we
had a total of 102,364 page requests.

c

c

Old Massett 			

Skidegate

Morgan Disney

Sheila Williams

Gary Brown

Jaron Giesbrecht

Gerald Oakey

Doris Daschuk

Sara Hamilton

Wilfred Stevens

c

The Council of the Haida Nation’s facebook
page has 1,020 ‘likes’ • 1,622 people saw
the Haida Wild Seafood advertisement
• 1000 people saw the ‘DID YOU
KNOW?’ articles • 300 people viewed
the Canucks ‘Haida plaque’ photos 3
hours after posting, and the Legacy Pole
photos, stories, and videos were viewed
a total of 38,938 times.
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The Haida Gwaii Management Council is
calling for partnerships and collaboration
in the development of a strategic approach
to successfully resolve forestry issues and
capitalize on opportunities on Haida Gwaii.
A discussion paper seeking advice on
‘Developing a Forest Strategy for Haida
Gwaii’ has been released along with a
technical background research report.
The discussion paper describes the
current forestry situation and details the
progress made on resolving historic disputes
about the management of the forests and
lands on Haida Gwaii. The paper also points
out that significant challenges remain
and need to be addressed. These include
the development of capacity in forestry
businesses and on-Islands communities.
The HGMC will be meeting with key
groups and individuals over the next few
months with the intent to answer two
questions:
1. What are the key benefits of a Forest
Strategy to key stakeholders?
2. Who can best work with the HGMC
to lead development of the strategy?
By April 2014 the HGMC intends to report
publicly on the results of the outreach, the
answers to the above-noted questions, and a
plan for the next steps.
The discussion paper and the background technical research paper can
be found on the HGMC web site at
<haidagwaiimanagementcouncil.ca>.
The Haida Gwaii Management Council
welcomes comments on this topic. Members
of the public can write to < admin@
haidagwaiimanagementcouncil.ca >.

We’re so ‘likeable’ on Facebook.
Council of the Haida Nation

Guud Sans Glans, Robert Davidson: Bird in the Air, 2012 (acrylic on canvas, 101.6 x 152.4 cm) Private Collection

Images with their own strength
Guud Sans Glans, Robert Davidson, is enjoying the first major display of his work in the
US at the Seattle Art Museum (SAM). The
show, Abstract Impulse, continues to build
on an impressive body of work and references work from his 2004 show titled The
Abstract Edge. Mr Davidson has been a major
influence on many artists and continues to
push himself and others to expand the form
of Haida art.
Guud Sans Glans’ recent work explores
unconventional and abstract innovations
of traditional forms. SAM is displaying 45

of his works produced since 2005, including
sculptures, paintings, silver-work, prints, and
a few of his early works to contextualize his
art journey. “The idea is that in one gallery
we have the older work from 1977, [then]
we start to see his expanding the idea of
what formline design is,” explained Curator
Barbara Brotherton. “People don’t have to
know anything about Haida art to appreciate
or get something out of the work. That’s
true of any great work of art.” The show will
travel to New York City to be displayed at the
National Museum of the American Indian.

To study debris

An all-Islands committee has received
$139,000 from the government of Japan,
through the province of BC, to monitor
the accumulation of tsunami debris at
numerous sites: Lepas Bay, Fredrick Island,
Peril Bay, Tian, Kano Inlet, Hunter Point,
Swan Bay, and Scudder Point. The funds
will be used to contract locals, who will
photograph and inventory the sites over
the two-year project. The province will use
the collected data to determine whether a
massive cleanup is necessary.
Tsunami Committee members from
the Village of Queen Charlotte, Skidegate,
Old Massett, the Village of Masset, Port
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An example of the
debris recently
picked up on East
Beach.

Clements, BC Parks, the Province of BC,
Gwaii Haanas, Haida Fisheries, the SkeenaQueen Charlotte Regional District, and
School District 50 also hope to “engage
kids through the Rediscovery program to
clean up and monitor over time, rather
than just a one-time cleanup,” explains
coordinator Lucy Stefanyk. “This will be a
great hands-on learning opportunity.”

Photo: Chris Ashurst

Facebook

Needing Advice:
The Haida Gwaii
Management Council

Photo: Kenji Nagai

Reporting Out: The Haida Nation’s 2013 House of Assembly
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Pods, pucks & panels

To recognize the Vancouver Canucks’ visit
to Gaauu this past September, the team was
presented with a carved 6’ x 6’ Red cedar
panel called Pods, at a hockey game in
Vancouver this month.
Pods was carved over three months by
Yahl Aadaa, Cori Savard, and depicts three
sgaana, killer whales. “The sgaana [design]
was selected because it’s the Canucks’ logo
and symbolic of the coast, connecting Haida
Gwaii to Vancouver,” explained Masset
Mayor Andrew Merilees.
Ms Savard, President of the Haida Nation
kil tlaats’gaa Peter Lantin, Mayor Merilees,
and Rick Grange presented the large plaque
before the game at Rogers Arena, where
the Canucks went on to defeat the Carolina
Hurricanes 2-0. President Lantin spoke to
the large crowd as Ms Savard and her work
were featured on the arena’s Jumbotron.
“This was our way to commemorate [the
team’s] visit to Haida Gwaii,” said President
Lantin, “which was very meaningful to
the Canucks organization. It wasn’t them
just doing us a favour – they were really

Pods is presented to the Vancouver Canucks. (l-r) kil tlaats’gaa, Peter Lantin, President of the Haida Nation; artist Yahl
Aadaa, Cori Savard; Laurence Gilman, Vice-president Hockey Operations and Assistant General Manager; Andrew Merilees, Mayor of Masset and Rick Grange, owner of West Coast Fishing Club.

excited about visiting, and they were
genuinely interested. It changed the whole
feeling in our relationship. We wanted to
commemorate the event so that the Canucks
will always remember that visit.”
The panel was commissioned by the

West Coast Fishing Club, Old Massett Village
Council, Council of the Haida Nation, and
the Village of Masset, and will hang in the
newly constructed Canuck Place Children’s
Hospice.

Best of the Season
from the

Council of the Haida Nation
Representatives and Staff
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Tribal Chief tells her story

Liz Logan speaking on resource development in Treaty 8 territory
By Graham Richard

The Council of the Haida Nation invited
Tribal Chief of the Treaty 8 Tribal
Association, Liz Logan, to the Islands to
discuss the impact of oil wells and fracking
activities in her territory and the tribal
association’s efforts to monitor and resolve
the resulting pollution and disease caused by
industry. Industrial processes in her territory
are poisoning water, soil, plants, and animals,
she reported.
Treaty 8 accounts for 30% of BC’s claimed
territory and contains the vast majority

Locals observed that the toxic sumps not
only poison the surrounding soil, air, and
water, but also the animals that come to
drink from the wastewater ponds. Ms Logan
said that the environmental contamination
makes berries dangerous to eat off the
branch and hunters must frequently discard
game whose organs are covered in tumours
and lesions.
Industry and government weren’t
enthusiastic about scrutiny but Ms Logan
organized a team to study 77 well sites, 38
flare pits, and 7 sumps. Between
May 2003 and April 2004 the team
confirmed that 75% of all sites
tested exceeded provincial and
federal standards for numerous
substances. Animals like moose
were photographed consuming
contaminated soil with a high
sodium content, and drinking
from the sumps. The team saw
birds landing in the ponds, and
animals unable to climb the
sumps’ steep sides, drowned in large pools.
While the team has much more to do, the
Ministry of Health, Ministry of Environment,
and industry has begun improving wastesites in response to the team’s research.
Ms Logan outlined that the Treaty 8
people are facing many more difficulties in
their territory, including proposals to rapidly
expand natural gas extraction, and the Site
‘C’ dam, which would subsidize power to
fracking (hydraulic fracturing) projects.
Fracking is the preferred method for
extracting unconventional gas trapped
deep in shale beds. As the easy-to-access
conventional gas has been used up,
companies frack to reach ever more remote
gas-sources. Each fracking site consumes 3-5
million gallons of water mixed with toxic
poisons like benzene and formaldehyde; the
mix is used to open up lesions in the rock
so gas can flow to the surface. The web site
ProPublica.org cites over 1,000 documented
cases of contaminated drinking water near
fracking projects. Instability in fracked
shale has been associated with localized

62% of Canadians support a
moratorium on fracking until all
the federal environmental reviews
are complete, according to a poll
commissioned by the Council of
Canadians last year.
of the province’s known fossil fuels. To
date, over 90% of BC’s natural gas has been
accessed via conventional wells. Twentynine thousand wells have been drilled
in Treaty 8 territory since 1948, peaking
at an annual rate of 1,435 wells in 2006
as access to natural gas became scarcer.
To operate, the wells depend on 28,000
km of pipelines, 45,000 km of roads, and
332,000 km of seismic lines, which are
cut through the forest. However, perhaps
the most destructive part of the gasextraction process concerns the disposal
of carcinogenic wastewater containing
arsenic, barium, and sodium and many
other chemicals, some of which are not
identified, as they are deemed “proprietary”.
Companies dispose of these by-products in
large, open-air ponds called sumps.

11

earthquakes, and during the fracking process
toxic emissions are released, as a matter of
course, when gas is flared from wellheads.
The fracked gas is expected to run through
proposed pipelines to places like Port
Edward and Kitimat and then shipped by
tanker to foreign markets.
Ms Logan is talking with groups in New
Brunswick and across the country about the
problems with fracking, and urged Islanders
to pay attention and get involved in the
issue.
At the recent House of Assembly a
resolution passed to support the Treaty 8
Tribal Association and the people along
pipeline routes to help ensure their concerns
are addressed. To make your views known
and influence the course of dialogue citizens
can officially comment on project proposals
at < www.eao.gov.bc.ca/pcp/index.html >.

Did you know?

Fracking Bans
& Moratoriums

Because of the unknown or unintended
consequences of the gas industry’s
fracking methods, many countries,
cities, counties, and regions around the
world have declared their homes free
of fracking. These are just a few:
COUNTRIES
Spain – Banned, 2013
Bulgaria – Banned, 2012
France – Banned, 2011
Switzerland – Banned, 2011

CITIES/COUNTIES

Morgantown, West Virginia – Banned, 2013
Inverness County, Nova Scotia – Banned, 2013
Victoria, Australia – Moratorium, 2012
Vermont, United States – Banned, 2012
Secaucus, New Jersey – Banned, 2012
Dunoon, Australia – Moratorium, 2011
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania – Banned, 2010
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A Reminder: Christy Clark’s five conditions
By Valine Crist

In July 2012, the BC government outlined
five conditions that must be addressed
before considering any new ‘heavy oil’ (ie:
bitumen) pipelines in the province. Here are
the five conditions:

a ‘polluter pays’ principle that holds industry
financially responsible for cleanup costs.

Legal requirements regarding Aboriginal
and treaty rights are addressed, and First
Nations are provided with the necessary
opportunities, information and resources

Successfully complete the environmental
review process				 This condition recognizes that Canada has

World-leading marine oil spill prevention,
response, and recovery systems for BC’s
coastline		

With this condition, the Liberals stated that
environmental protection and spill response
are their first priority.
When the five conditions were
announced, Premier Christy Clark stated,
“We’re saying ‘this is a dangerous product to
move.’ We’re taking 100% of the risk on the
marine side and almost 60% of the risk on
the landside for any possible spills. We don’t
get very much economic benefit. Why would
BC want to take that risk for the jobs and
economics in the province?”
•
Note: In April 2012, the federal
government shut down BC’s command
centre for emergency oil-spill response in
Vancouver. Since then, oil-spill response
has been centralized to operations in
Quebec to help cut federal expenses.

World-leading land oil spill prevention,
response, and recovery systems

Unlike marine spills that fall under federal
jurisdiction, the provincial government has
responsibility for oil spills on land. “While
land-based spills can be mitigated, they
cannot be completely avoided – they are a
consequence of a modern economy,” said the
provincial government. Within this condition, the provincial government will support

a duty to consult and accommodate First
Nations when considering any resource
development projects.
Speaking to this requirement back in
2012, then Minister of Aboriginal Relations
and Reconciliation Mary Polak maintained
that the BC government must be satisfied
that aboriginal treaty rights and legal
requirements are addressed. “First Nations
must be provided with the opportunities,
information, and resources necessary to
participate in, and benefit from, these
proposed projects,” Ms Polak said. “We will
not contemplate proposals for new heavyoil pipeline proposals before we see the
evidence of such initiative and effort. Our
expectation as a government is that there
should be strong and enduring relationships
with First Nations. That commitment and
that practice is reflected in the principles we
have outlined today.”
•

Note: Ms Polak is now Minister of
Environment and a member of the Cabinet
Working Group on Liquefied Natural Gas.

British Columbia receives a fair share of
fiscal and economic benefits of a proposed
heavy oil project

Reiterating that BC stands to take 100% of
the marine risks and more than half of the
land-based risks that the Northern Gateway
proposal presents, the provincial government outlined this fifth condition. They said
that the economic benefits did not accurately reflect the environmental threats. BC
Environment Minister Terry Lake claimed
that a ‘fair share’ would become the basis for
negotiations, and since then, Enbridge has
geared some of its public advertising campaigns toward ensuring BC has a ‘fair share’.
•

Note: According to some predictions,
Enbridge’s pipeline could represent $81
12

On November 5, 2013, more than a year after
this list of five conditions was announced,
premiers Redford and Clark released a
statement announcing that they had
reached a framework agreement regarding
energy exports and the Northern Gateway
proposal in their respective provinces. Clark
would support Alberta’s Canadian Energy
Strategy and, in return, Redford would
agree to support Clark’s now-notorious
five conditions. With this agreement, it is
understood that Alberta’s potential royalties
from the Enbridge Northern Gateway are not
up for negotiation but Redford was clear in
saying that BC has the right to negotiate its
“fair share” directly with industry.
“I welcome Premier Clark’s endorsement
of the Canadian Energy Strategy and our
shared commitment to create jobs, longterm growth and position Canada as a true
global energy superpower,” said Premier
Redford in a joint press release announcing
the framework agreement. Ms Redford
further stated that BC’s conditions “ensure
both the responsible production of energy
as well as its safe transport to new markets,
giving projects the social license to proceed.”
The announcement was met with some
questions and criticisms. “[This framework]
really means very little, when we consider
that Premier Clark just released a report
by Nuka Research that makes it clear
that her condition concerning ‘effective
oil spill response’ cannot be met,” Karen
Wristen, Executive Director of Living Oceans
Society, said in response to the framework
agreement.
What this agreement means for either
province or for resource exports is not
exactly clear. What is even less clear is
whether Ms Clark believes that, together,
she and Ms Redford have the ability to
adequately address the five conditions.

By Graham Richard

Haida citizens examined in detail a new
Haida Food-Fish Policy draft this past
September. Consultant Jaad Guudinaay
‘Laas, Dana Bellis, presented the draft policy
at two meetings: one in Old Massett and one
in Skidegate. The draft focused on salmonriver-fishing and was developed through
two open-house consultations and a further
89 personal interviews. “A phenomenal
wealth of information was recorded,” said
Jaad Guudinaay ‘Laas. This knowledge
included family histories, harvesting and
fishing practices. The draft is part of a
comprehensive Haida Marine Traditional
Harvest Policy that Haida Fisheries is
developing.
At the community meetings the draft
was reviewed line-by-line, and discussion
on most items was wide-ranging. The
policy covers items such as right-to-access,
net sizes, fishing methods, the timing of
openings, educational opportunities, and
enforcement.
Frustration over the ability to enforce any
fisheries policy adopted by the nation was
a real concern. Through the years citizens
have witnessed some individuals fishing
sockeye during river closures, and taking
more fish than the management committees
agreed on or consider a reasonable amount
for a household. The Haida Fisheries
Guardians who monitor the fisheries
have found some success in enforcing
policy by using peer-pressure, an effective
enforcement method in the villages, but
citizens are looking for more concrete
solutions.
The use of right-to-access cards was also
examined. One point of agreement was to
extend the card life from three years to
five years and include a photo on the card.
Citizens thought this could discourage the
‘lending’ of cards to people who are not
eligible to use them.
It was felt by some that the draft policy
may be targeting Haida citizens – in fact
penalizing them, in a way – when sport and
commercial fisheries harvest far more fish.
It was explained that this is not the intention
of the policy but rather to set acceptable

regulations and practices that citizens can
agree to, and abide by, to ensure healthy fish
stocks for the future.
Fisheries Committee Chair, Robert Davis,
said that the nation’s path to self-sufficiency
begins with responsible self-monitoring
and upholding sustainable fishing methods.
“[The CHN] will request that DFO adopt
and enforce these practices,” he said.
“Leading by example will strengthen local
law and encourage others to respect [our]
regulations.” Old Massett resident, Arnie
Bellis, remarked, “We should be out there
under our own authority, not the authority

of Canada.”
The consultation process identified some
room for improvement in the draft policy.
“The Fisheries Committee will be filling
the policy gaps if they are not addressed
at public sessions,” said Fisheries Program
Manager, Brad Setso, “and we will bring
another draft forward for consideration.
This policy is fundamental in enshrining
traditional fishing practices in Haida law.”
There will be additional Haida Marine
Traditional Harvest Policy public sessions
early in the new year.
Photo: Staas Guujaaw

In order for Enbridge to gain support from
the provincial government, the joint review
process must be completed (and it has been,
with the hearings officially coming to an end
last June). According to this condition, the
government will support Enbridge’s proposal
only if it obtains a positive recommendation
from the Joint Review Panel. To date, it is not
known if the panel will support the proposal
as is, support it with conditions, or reject it.

billion from 2016 to 2046. Of that, $36
billion would go straight to Canada and
$32 billion to Alberta. The remainder
would be spilt between the other
provinces.

A desire to make right

Legacy Pole carvers Jaalen and Gwaai Edenshaw; Gwaii Haanas Superintendent Ernie Gladstone; Highlander Marine
Services’ Danny Robertson; CHN Skidegate Rep Guujaaw; President of the Haida Nation, Peter Lantin; and Phil Gladstone of Skidegate.

Surf and turf

This summer the Highlander, a marinetransport vessel owned and operated by
Danny Robertson, provided support for
volunteers to remove about 6 tonnes of
garbage from Haida Gwaii’s coasts. Parks
Canada’s Dr Norm Sloan coordinated the
cleanup. Volunteers Susan Cohen, Ralph
Nelson, and guests and staff aboard the
schooner Maple Leaf brought collected
waste to the Ellen Island operation station.
Removal of this mound took the Highlander
three trips, and the volunteer crew disposed
of the garbage at Port Clements Transfer
Station.
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Dr Sloan says while the “debris problem
doesn’t look terribly bad compared to other
years”, increased Styrofoam pollution
has become a major problem because the
material breaks apart and blows into the
forest.
The cleanup combined business and
pleasure. After helping to prepare Hlk'yaaGawGa for the Legacy Pole raising, the
Highlander crew visited Sçang Gwaay.
Volunteer, Jaalen Edenshaw, said, “It’s
always been a dream of mine to get down
here. I kind of stopped breathing when I
first saw the poles.”
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•

HlGa̱ gilda X̱aayda Kil - Ḵ’aax̱ada awg̱a,
large shark

•

G̱aauu X̱aad Kil - N’aad aw, shark

•

Latin - Cetorhinus maximus, greatest
nose-marine-monster

While it’s genetically indistinguishable from
its cousin, the Great White shark, which

endures a ferocious reputation, the docile
Basking shark calmly cruises the world’s
oceans consuming tiny plankton. Woven
frill-by -frill through the genius of time, the
Basking shark’s gill-rakers shape the water
into perfect spirals, concentrating mouthfuls
of microscopic food. The rakers are so
efficient they have inspired new in-stream
hydro generator designs.
Generally thought of as lumbering,
Basking sharks can cross the Atlantic Ocean
in just 30 days. While they are known to
grow to ten metres they may reach up
to 13 – about the length of a Vancouver
SkyTrain car. Long considered shallow
swimmers, Basking sharks have more
recently been recorded at depths of over
1000 metres where the pressure is 103.32
kg force per square cm. These sharks were
once so abundant that in the late 1940s
the Department of Fisheries coordinated a
highly effective hunt, driving the species to
near extinction. If you spot a Basking shark
you can report it by calling 1.877.50.SHARK.

The nation on paper
Throughout 2013, Haida Laas published over
87,000 words, providing readers with stories about
the CHN Seasonal Sessions and House of Assembly,
the Joint Review Panel hearings and other activities
important to the nation. We distributed 1900 copies,
each, of 6 newsletters, 1 journal, 1 directory, 2 special editions, and provided technical services for Sea
Changes – Working together on Haida Gwaii, and
the Haida Marine Traditional Knowledge & Species
at Risk 2014 calendar.
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Elections were held December 2, in Old
Massett, to fill the positions of Chief
Councillor and four Councillors.
Four hopefuls ran for Chief Councillor
including incumbent Ken Rea. Ron Brown,
Roger Smith and Greg White challenged Mr
Rea but were soundly defeated by a margin
of nearly 100 votes.
Eight citizens ran for four council seats:
Lisa Bell, Shane Bell, Vince Collison, John
T. Jones, Brandon Kallio, Alfred Setso Sr,
Robert Williams, and Harold Yeltatzie. The
successful candidates were Lisa Bell (163),
John T Jones (200), Brandon Kallio (168), and
Harold Yeltatzie (182). There were 361 votes
cast and 10 spoiled ballots. The council terms
run until December 7, 2015.
Sitting with the newly elected members
are: Buster Bell, Cecil Brown, and Danny
Matthews, whose terms will be up in
December 2014.

Joe Oliver speaks

The Carrier Sekani Tribal Council invited
representatives to the LNG Summit in Prince
George October 8 – 10, 2013. Nearly 40 First
Nations from across British Columbia went
to three days of gatherings, workshops, and
presentations to learn about natural gas
development in the province. Members of
the Fort Nelson First Nation and Treaty 8
Tribal Association presented on the impacts
of fracking. Other presenters discussed the
potential economic benefits of LNG exports
and aboriginal title and rights in relation to
large-scale development projects.
Minister of Natural Resources, Joe
Oliver, spoke at the conference, as well as
the Japanese ambassador, Norihiro Okuda.
Mr Okuda appealed to the 300-member
audience, saying that Japan is in dire need of
energy following the 2011 earthquake and
nuclear disaster. Since then, Japan has halted
all nuclear energy production, leaving the
nation with an energy shortage.
The First Nations Energy and Mining
Council, the First Nations Financial
Management Board, and the Carrier Sekani
Tribal Council hosted the 3-day event.

A Double Entendre

Photo: Kim Mallory

Illustration: Commons.wikimedia.org

The Basking Shark

Old Massett’s new
council

By Graham Richard

“Normally [our sexuality is described] within
terms of some sort of dysfunction. And these
tragic stories are always important to tell,
but that’s just one small piece of the story.
The celebratory side of the story never gets
told. A big part of this show is a reaction
to the way sexuality and sensuality are
seen through the media, specifically native
sexuality.”
That was how co-curator Gwaai Edenshaw
explained the vision behind the Bill Reid
Gallery’s current exhibit, Rez Erect. The
show, which explores erotica elements of
First Nations art, opened on September
25th. Curators Kwiaahwah Jones and Mr
Edenshaw wanted to encourage a healthier
view of First Nations sexuality than what
is normally portrayed in magazines and on
television. While the curators were bracing
for controversy, the response has actually
been very positive, drawing media coverage
from all across the country, including CBC’s
The National and the Huffington Post.
Over 300 people packed the opening
where Beau Dick blessed the exhibit and the
curators spoke about their vision for the
show. Performances by Tlingit comedians,
Grandma Susie and Cache Creek Charlie,
and burlesque dancers, Sparkle Plenty and
Scarlett, followed.
Ms Jones says that while people have
responded positively to Rez Erect, women
are generally more comfortable than
men. “Its part of a colonial paradigm,” she
suggests. “Men are more afraid of expression
as a whole – they can’t be sad, they shouldn’t
dance, and sex is considered bad or
pornographic. Expressing healthy sex is the
goal of the exhibition and what better way to
do it than through high art.”
The variety of reactions to the show has
been surprising: visitors commonly remark
about how healing the exhibit is. “Whether
people come from around the world or just
come here after a stressful day, there’s a
revival spirit in the place. People leave and
feel refreshed and feel ready,” said Ms Jones.
“Even from elders, the response is mostly,
‘it’s about time’. And they’re just happy to
see this kind of positive approach to our
story.”

Xwementelot, Carrielynn Victor: P’q’él’qel (PaK’el’Kul), 2013.

Contributing artist Cori Savard
regrets that while people regard First
Nations sexuality as taboo, explicit sex is
unquestioned on TV, in marketing, radio,
and especially real life. Mr Edenshaw wants
Rez Erect to shed what he calls “colonial
legacies”, and demonstrate the beauty,
elegance, and timelessness of First Nations’
sexuality that can transcend dysfunctional
contexts.
“What we’re doing is nothing new,” Mr
Edenshaw reminds us. He says that formline
is a holistic expression of First Nations
perspectives on sexuality, and instead of
being isolated or categorized, he describes
how sensuality is a property of the art form
itself. Ms Jones agrees, adding, “Everyone
15

is saying that [this show is] ‘new, it’s
contemporary,’ but actually it’s ‘historic’.”
The Rez Erect show continues to generate
all types of dialogue and activities, including
story-telling, drawing courses with Dionne
Paul, a fashion show by Shosho Esquiro, a
sexual-health panel to discuss Reclaiming
Sexuality for the Next Seven Generations,
and a panel to talk about the impacts of The
Pornification of Society.
Artists Gwaai Edenshaw, Nicholas Galanin,
Shawn Hunt, Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas,
Dionne Paul, Cory Savard, Preston Singletary
and Alida Kinnie Starr will show their work
until February 16, 2014.
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CHN Communications Program published and/or provided technical support on the
publications pictured here.

Haawa to the following individuals, businesses and
organizations for carrying and distributing Haida Laas
throughout 2013.
Prince Rupert
Frank Parnell
Pansy Collison
Eddie’s News
Terrace
Willie Abrahams
Vancouver
Lois Rullin
Shawn Edenshaw
Allan Davidson
Sandra Greene
Indian Society of Vancouver
Alaska
Carrie Sykes
Hydaburg Cooperative Association
Village of Kasaan
Charmaine Bell
Alaska State Library
Institute of American Indian Arts
Old Massett
Haida Rose Café
Old Massett Village Council Office
Samuels Store
Mick Morrison Gas Station

Masset
Village Office
Delmas Coop
Atwell Family Foods
Vancouver Island Regional Library
The Ground
Green Gaia Foods
Haida Gwaii Community Futures
Port Clements
Village Office
Bayview Market
Harmony’s Café
Vancouver Island Regional Library
Gas Plus
Tlell
Crow’s Nest
Haida House at Tllal
Skidegate
Gwaii Coop
Jags Beanstalk

Gwaii Haanas Office
Haida Heritage Centre at Kay Llnagaay
Skidegate Band Office
Queen Charlotte
Visitor Information Centre
Purple Onion Deli
Queen B’s Café
City Centre Stores
Vancouver Island Regional Library
Village Office
Ministry of Forests and Lands
Funk It
Chini Har’s
Sandspit
SuperValu
Vancouver Island Regional Library
Sandspit Community Office
Visitor Information Centre
Islands Schools
Evelyn von Almassy

The CHN Communications Program prints and distributes approximately 1900 copies of Haida Laas
per issue. The program also operates < haidanation.ca >, the Facebook page < Council of the
Haida Nation > and we sent out 261 notices on two list-serves. We are always looking for more
outlets to spread the good news. If you are interested in carrying Haida Laas please contact
< simon.davies@haidanation.com >.
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