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Haida Laas,
In the overall scheme of Haida
life, things are moving right
along. Are we ready for the
next big steps? We have been
working towards making big
changes for a long time, and now
we have some major moves in
front of us.
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We have been leading the way,
working with neighbouring communities, co-managing our sacred
areas, looking at business deals
with industry and taking care of
our land in partnership with the
Provincial and Federal governments.
We always have a choice -- a choice
to move ahead, or a choice to stay
where we are. I say we’re moving
ahead, and not a minute too soon.
We don’t want to lose any more of
the forest, the ocean and all it provides, our language, our culture.
Even though we don’t know what
the next stage of our efforts might
look like, all it requires to is to take
those first steps, and the next steps
will follow. In some instances, the
steps are logical and easy, in others, it’s a leap of faith. Trust, believing… Yes, we’re ready. There
is no more time to fight, to hold
back, and no more time to waste.
Interestingly, this issue of Haida
Laas is about taking care of ourselves. Preserving the Haida language, protecting Sgaan Kinghlas (Bowie Seamount), teaching
through our archaeological sites
and Land Use Agreements (managing our lands in a sustainable
manner while providing economic
opportunities), marine use planning – oceans management, looking after our sea. We are making



positive change to our well-used
Haida sites by improving living conditions for Haida watchmen, we are
protecting our forests in every way
possible, and sharing our successes
with each other (Gwaii Haanas).
We are also celebrating the accomplishments of Haida individuals
whether it be in art, schooling, business, weaving, or a healing journey.
We are working with our neighbours
to create new and innovative ways
of establishing stable and respectful
relationships, joining to bring success to all.
I am proud to be a part of this journey at this time on Haida Gwaii.
We have big successes ahead to celebrate together.
Cindy Boyko
Chair, Communications Committee

In Remembrance
Everett Barclay, Old Massett, Jan 07
Alice Drager, Old Massett, Mar 07
Victor Edgars, Old Massett, June 07
Trinity Rain Fenton, Skidegate, May 07
James Lewis, Old Massett, Dec 06
Faron Mearns, Skidegate, May 07
Andrew Rosang, Skidegate, May 07
Russell Samuels, Old Massett, Dec 06

s
The Council of the Haida Nation
extends its deepest sympathies
to the families.
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Diane Brown addresses the conference
in Prince Rupert.

Preserving the Xaayda Language
Submitted by
Diane Brown, SHIP
Eighty Xaayda came together in
Prince Rupert this past April to
talk about preserving the Xaayda
language. Representatives from
Seattle, Washington; Ketchikan,
Alaska; Prince Rupert, Massett
and Skidgate attended the 4th International Haida Language Conference held this past April 13, 14,
and 15th, 2007.
The agenda was set by participants
at the gathering and included discussion around standardizing the
orthography so that Skidegate, Old
Massett, and Alaska can read the
work of each other. Item two and
three on the agenda — compare what
is taught in schools, and the need for
children’s stories written in Skidegate, Old Massett and Alaska — was
also part of the discussion on how
we can utilize technology to interest
children in learning the language.
SHIP doors opened in 1998 and we
have just completed our 9th year. Of
the 15 attending SHIP, 12 Elders are

fluent. In January 2007 we had approximately 30 fluent Haida speakers but since that time we have lost
four — Mabel Williams, Minnie
Croft, Watson Pryce and Billy Stevens. The youngest fluent speaker

is 59 years old. The average age of
those attending SHIP is 80 years. We
have to say that the Skidegate dialect
is in danger of being lost and that is a
frightening thought.

The following list is of people
who attend SHIP everyday:

The following is a list of those
students who attend night
classes Monday and Thursday
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm:

- Chief Gitkun (John Williams), fluent
- Chief Niis Wes (Ernie Wilson), fluent
- Norman Price, fluent
- Roy Jones Sr., fluent
- Gary Russ, learning
- Virginia Wilson, fluent
- Winifred Casey, fluent
- Grace Jones, fluent
- Bea Harley, fluent
- James Young, fluent
- Gladys Vandal, fluent
- Betty Richardson, fluent
- Bill Croft, learning
- Diane Brown (teacher), fluent
- Kevin Borserio (teacher), learning
- Stan Wesley, learning

- Barbara Wilson
- Judson Brown
- Russ Jones			
- Cindy Hans			
- Sara Eaton		
- Nika Collison		
- Dolly Garza
- Meighan Wilson
- Josh Vandal		
- Guujaaw			
- Niisii Guujaaw
- Kung St’aasl Guujaaw
- Marcie Watkins
- Xiila T’aayii Guujaaw
- Doreeal Piercey
- Pat Carveth		
- Tanu Lusignan

DID YOU KNOW THAT...
You can hear 500 phrases and 2000 Xaayda spoken online at:
http://www.firstvoices.ca/ then click on WESTERN CANADA, then on
SKIDEGATE HAIDA.
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Agreeing to Protect Sgaan Kinghlas
Guujaaw, President of the Haida Nation and Randy Kamp, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Honourable Loyola
Hearn, Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans, signed an agreement (June 1,
2007) to work together on developing
Sgaan Kinghlas (Bowie Seamount) as
a Protected Area.

Photo: John Broadhead

“By agreeing to work together, the Haida
Nation and Canada’s New Government
are showing how partnership is the best
way to protect our precious environment,” said Mr. Kamp.
The Council of the Haida Nation has
already designated Sgaan Kinghlas (Supernatural Being Looking Outward) as a
Haida Protected Area.
“Out of sight will no longer mean out of
mind,” said Guujaaw. “Sgaan Kinghlas
represents a shift in recognizing the need
for respect and care for the Earth. This
is a very important guidestone in turning
around the trends that have been leading
to the depletion of life in the sea.”
The agreement also allows Fisheries and
Oceans Canada to proceed with formally
designating the seamount as a Marine
Protected Area under the Oceans Act.
This move reflects the desire of both
the government and the Council of the
Haida Nation to work together on planning and management of the Marine
Protected Area and is an example of a
successful partnership among government, First Nations, fishing organizations, the science community and environmental groups.

Guujaaw, President, Council of the Haida Nation and Randy Kamp, Parlimentary
Secretary to the Honorable Loyola Hearn, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans conclude the signing of the agreement to protect Sgann Kinghlas.

3GAAN +INGHLAS

3UPERNATURAL "EING ,OOKING /UTWARD

"OWIE 3EAMOUNT

Located about 180 km west of Haida Gwaii in the northeast Pacific Ocean, Sgaan
Kinghlas (Bowie Seamoun)t is considered a shallow seamount. Where the seamount is
located the ocean is about 3100 metres deep. The seamount rises to about 25 metres
below the surface of the ocean. If the seamount were a mountain on land it would be
600 metres higher than Whistler and about 800 metres below Mount Robson. Mount
Robson is the highest peak in the Rocky mountains. At its base the base seamount is
almost 55 km long and about 24 km wide.
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Educational Trails in the Works
Submitted by Captain Gold
The Haida Heritage and Archaeology committee is working on
policies and protocol for conduct
around and the use of archaeological sites. The development of policy
is an ongoing goal for the committee as it will assist us in protecting
areas as well as making it easier
for our crews to identify sensitive
locations in the future. This committee also provides technical support
to our government-to-government negotiating team and we
assist in referrals for logging plans
while looking out for any potential
impacts to our cultural resources
and values.
The committee has finalized an application process that will go to researchers or other outside interests wanting
to come here and study our culture.
Upon completion the application is
forwarded to the CHN Executive for
consideration and approval.
We are creating an opportunity for
our Haida Heritage Coordinator,
Elizabeth Bulbrook, to participate in
the preliminary stages of the Naikun
Wind Farm project. In this early stage
we expect to initiate training components such as the divers field education. We have contracted Daryl Fedje,
an archaeologist for Parks Canada,
who has completed several dive projects and asked him for input to design
this phase.
As Chair of the Archaeology Committee, I have been asked to be one
of the teachers to a class of 20 people
who are interested in cedar archaeology. Jim Stafford will be the other

teacher involved. For part of the class,
Marguerite Forest, the Haida Mapping
Coordinator organized a traditional
Haida trails tour. We drove to the
Datlamen Valley to assess potential
trail areas and found some promising
locations. In the future, there will be
a helicopter field trip to take a look at
the old well-documented Monk Trail.

We are also working on developing
educational trails in two other locations. Our plans are not limited to just
these trails as we hope to expand in the
future by including more locations.
These educational walks will take us
through a forest that shows many archaeological sites with examples of
how red cedar has been used.

Precious Things
submitted by Mike Cheney
Plants like this one have grown on the
coastal areas of these islands for millennia. Over that time the plant has
been “working” on developing the
best way to relate to other plants,
animals and the physical features
of the environment, like tides and
the weather.
Beach groundsel, Senecio pseudoarnica, is just one example that has found
its niche along the shores of northern
Graham Island. Beach groundsel is
dependent on a specific type of moist,
shifting coastal dune environment. A
few sites on Graham Island are the
only places that it is found in British
Columbia.
The introduction of new plants presents a serious threat to species like
Beach groundsel. Some invasive
plants are able to compete with Beach
groundsel and threaten its population.
Plants that change the patterns of sand
dunes and other features also pose a
threat to Beach groundsel. Monitoring
and removing invasive plants from



Beach groundsel

these areas is one way of assuring the
viability of the beach groundsel. The
Northwest Invasive Plant Council’s
purpose to identify, monitor and treat
invasive plant sites.If you have any
concerns about local populations of
invasive plants or are seeking information about a particular plant, please
contact (866) 44WEEDS (449-3337).

Haida Laas - Journal of the Haida Nation

Haida Gwaii Strategic
Land Use Agreement
For details of the agreement see page 14.

Directory gives
names and numbers

Government of British Columbia Agriculture and Lands Minister, Pat Bell and Arnie
Bellis, Vice-president Council of the Haida Nation at the initialling of the land use
agreement at Skidegate, June 7, 2007.

For details of the agreement see page 14.

New CHN Members
This has been a year of changes.

The 2007 edition of the Directory
for the Council of the Haida Nation
and the Haida Tribal Society has
just been published.
The Directory updates personnel and
contact information for committees
and programs. A new addition this
year is a listing of members on the
Haida Marine Use Strategic Planning
Group and the Haida Marine Work
Group.
Paper copies are available at CHN
and HTS offices or as a PDF file via
email. Call Haida Laas at 559-8755 or
editor@haidalaas.net for a copy.

Sherri Dick, Massett Regional has been replaced by Frank
Collison. Also in Massett Roy
Collison resigned by Robin
Brown who was sworn in this
April at the 2nd Quarterly meeting of the CHN in Old Massett.
The CHN would like to say Howa to Sherri Dick and Roy Collison for
their commitment and contribution to the CHN and wish you the best
in your future endeavours and welcome Frank Collison and Robin
Brown to Council.



This years cover photo is of a portrait
mask carved in red cedar by Tyler
Crosby of Skidegate. More work by
Tyler can be seen online at http://
www.spiritsofthewestcoast.com.
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The Big Ocean
planning human use in the marine environment
The Haida Marine Work Group
and Haida Oceans Technical Team
are busy discussing relevant issues
and potential solutions to address
concerns about management of
marine resources and marine use
around the Islands. The goal is to
develop and implement a Haida
Gwaii Marine Use Plan that will ensure conservation and sustainability
in all human activities and achieve
effective collaborative management
of the sea around Haida Gwaii.
Our work fits into a larger marine use
planning process for the Pacific North
Coast Integrated Management Area
(PNCIMA) that stretches from northern Vancouver Island to Alaska. DFO
is the lead federal agency responsible
for developing integrated marine use
plans. It identified PNCIMA as one
of five national pilots under Phase
1 of the Oceans Act Plan in spring
2005. We have been involved in pre-

submitted by
Haida Oceans Technical Team
planning together with Fisheries and
Oceans Canada (DFO) and First Nations in the North Coast and Central
Coast but a public planning process
has not yet been determined.
A Haida Marine Vision and Haida
Ethics and Values are guiding development of the Marine Use plan. This
vision acknowledges that “Haida culture is intertwined with all of creation
in the land, sea, air and spirit worlds.
Life in the sea around us is the essence of our well-being, and so our
communities and culture.” It recognizes that oceans the world over are
being depleted and degraded by human activities and that, “We have certain knowledge that the future of our
culture depends on what we do today
to correct this situation… It is imper-

ative that we bring industrial marine
resource use into balance with, and
respect for, the well-being of life in
the sea around us.”
Haida ethics and values are rooted on
the knowledge that “Everything depends on everything else.” Respect,
Responsibility, Balance, Giving and
Receiving, and Seeking Wise Counsel, are five principles defined to guide
marine use planning and management
around Haida Gwaii. Many of these
principles are also part of the science
of ‘ecosystem-based management’ in
concepts such as being precautionary,
inclusive, integrated, adaptive and
sustainable over the long-term.
Sport fishing, monitoring and enforcement, industrial developments
and shipping, ecosystem-based management, Haida traditional fisheries
Big Ocean - continued next page

Members of the Haida Marine Strategic Planning in a session at Old Massett: L-R, Reynold Russ, Hereditary Chief; Dempsey Collison,
Hereditary Chief; Gary Russ, Judson Brown, Haida Public; Robert Davis, CHN; Robert Young, CHN Haida Fisheries Committee;
Harold Yeltatzie, Old Massett Village Council.
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for PNCIMA integrated marine use
planning – Arnie Bellis, the Council
of the Haida Nation Vice-President, is
the Haida representative. The North
and Central Coast also appoint their
representatives to this committee.

People Doing the Work
Members of the Haida Marine Work
Group are:

Sea pens at Pallant Creek Hatchery are for rearing hatchery coho and chum salmon.
							

Photo: Haida Fisheries

Big Ocean from page 7

and much more have been discussed
by the Haida Marine Work Group to
date. Topics upcoming in the following months include rockfish and conservation areas, groundfish fisheries,
community-based fisheries, shellfish
aquaculture, and energy. Throughout
the planning process, we invite guest
speakers to address different topics,
and provide updates on the proposed
Gwaii Haanas National Marine Conservation Area Reserve, Sgaan Kiinghlas Bowie Seamount Marine Protected Area among others.
As part the marine use planning work,
we have embarked on a Haida Marine
Traditional Knowledge Study being
funded through the Gwaii Trust Haida
Parity Fund and the Fisheries and
Oceans Canada Aboriginal Aquatic
Resources and Oceans Management
(AAROM) program. Since March
2007, two Haida interviewers have
documented the knowledge of Haidas
with experience of the marine environment – mostly elders and some
younger fishers – in both Skidegate
and Massett.

All Haida Marine Work Group meetings are open to the Haida public and
posters are up around town about a
week before the meeting. We encourage you to come participate. Please
contact Lynn Lee or Catherine Rigg at
the Haida Fisheries Program Massett
office at 626-3302 for more information.
The Haida Marine Work Group
– comprised of Hereditary Leaders,
representatives from the CHN, Skidegate Band Council, Old Massett Village Council, and Haida public – has
met monthly since July 2006 and is
continuing its work through 2007.
Each area has one representative on a
First Nations Governance Committee

- Reynold Russ, Hereditary Chief
- Allan Wilson, Hereditary Chief (alt)
- Dempsey Collinson,
Hereditary Chief
- Johnny Williams,
Hereditary Chief (alt)
- Guujaaw, CHN, President
- Captain Gold, CHN (alt)
- Ron Williams, CHN,
Haida Fisheries itteeComm
- Robert Davis, CHN.
Haida Fisheries Committee (alt)
- Eddy Russ, Skidegate Band Council
- James McGuire,
Skidegate Band Council (alt)
- Harold Yeltatzie,
Old Massett Village Council
- David Smith,
Old Massett Village Council (alt)
- Melinda Pick, Haida Public
- Judson Brown, Haida Public
The Haida Oceans Technical Team
provides support to the Work
Group:
- Russ Jones, Project Manager
- Lynn Lee, Biologist Planner
- Catherine Rigg,
Socio-Economic Planner

All Haida Marine Work Group meetings
are open to the Haida public and posters
are up around town about a week before
the meeting.
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Something to
Chew On
The Haida Gwaii Watchmen cabin
at Sgaan Gwaay, which was built 25
years ago, had major maintenance
and repairs done ten years ago. At
that time kitchen cabinets were installed and a new solar system and
a water collection system. Additionally, there was extensive work completed on the cabin in the Spring of
2006 when Mark Yaroshuk, a local
contractor, was hired to stabilize
posts and beams and add a new
floor, plus a deck. As well, over the
winter he replaced the main house
beams. The beams needed replacing
as in the fall of 2005 it was discovered that carpenter ants were trying to eat the place up! Today, with
all the good work done the cabin
stands on firm ground and is a solid
and healthy seasonal home for the
Haida Gwaii Watchmen.
On Huxley Island big changes are
afoot. Gwaii Haanas personnel have
been using a very old Weatherhaven
tent (a tent with a metal frame and
insulated cover) for their accommodation. The AMB has discussed replacing the temporary accommodation since putting it in ten years ago.
As the tent aged, it finally came to a
point where mold and dampness were
creating health and safety issues. The
plans to replace this structure have
been in the works for a few years and
that work is finally culminating. A
new cabin is being built and will be
big enough to house 6-8 people at a
time. It will provide safe lodging for
our patrol officers, wardens, and researchers, as well as visiting members
of the management team from the
CHN and Parks Canada. The building started in February 2007 and although delays because of bad weather
over the winter slowed it down, it is
expected to be complete by the end of
June 2007 with the site fully operating
this summer.

The new cabin at Huxley going up on the cleared site. During the winter the clearing
was enlarged by high winds that knocked down trees.			

The old Weatherhaven tent housed up to eight people for many years. It is being
replaced with a permanent cabin (photo at top).
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We All Contribute to the Whole
submitted by
Tyler Hugh Bellis, Project Assistant
Haida Heritage and Forest Guardians
We here at the Haida Heritage and
Forest Guardians (HHFG) office
have been asked to submit regular
updates of the projects we are working on to the Haida Laas Newsletter.
We could not be happier to do so!
But be forewarned, there is so much
going on here that it is impossible to
convey all the information just one
Haida Laas issue. This article will
provide a quick overview of who we
are and a couple of projects each
department is engaged in.
The Haida Heritage and Forest Guardians (HHFG) Program was created in
2000 as a continuation of the Forest
Watch Program which was created in
Skidegate in 1997. The main purpose
of HHFG is to provide technical support to the Council of the Haida Nation (CHN) regarding natural resource
issues and focusing on monitoring the
licensees (Forest Companies) plans

“Every department and
every employee
provide”s some form
of technical support...”
and activities on Haida Gwaii. This
role has grown over the years and
branched to cover a wide variety of
natural resource issues. Our duty
of serving the CHN and the Haida
Nation remains our guiding mandate.
Through the election process, (quarterly meetings and the annual House
of Assembly) our mandate comes
from both the CHN’s elected representatives and you, the Haida people.

Our work has expanded over the years
and we now find ourselves taking the
lead on a number of new and exciting
projects that will better the management of resources on Haida Gwaii.
Here is a quick look at the HHFG
departments and some of their activities.

The term technical support can refer
to a variety of activities. Every department and every employee provides some form of technical support
to the CHN. Whether it is providing
maps, field data, analysis, or financial

Referrals and Legal

Haida Mapping Uses GIS
A geographic information system
(GIS) is a system for capturing,
storing, analyzing and managing
data and its associated attributes
that are spatially referenced to the
earth. And it is a computer system
that is able to combine, store, edit,
analyze, share, and display that information. The system also lets users ask questions of that information
and present the results of the questions which are often a combination
of different data sets.
GIS can be used forscientific investigations, resource management, urban planning, mapping and market-

outlook information, we all contribute to the CHN having a firm grasp on
the issues affecting the forests lands
and other natural resources on our islands.

ingdepending on what type of data
is put into the system. For example a
GIS system can have a data set of all
surveyed CMTs on Haida Gwaii, a
set of soil types and a set that shows
streams and rivers. You can then
question the combination of these
data sets — For example: Where are
the CMTs with bark stripping? —
and then the GIS will come up with
a result of the question. But, the results are only as good or complete as
the data that is put into the system.
That is why the collection of data
(HLVs) is an ongoing process. The
more data, the better the answers.

10

The Many Departments
of HHFG
Sonia Edgars is our Referrals Coordinator. Put simply, Sonia reviews all
forestry applications — from large
higher-level plans, to the smallest
stand level applications. Her technical
review is then considered by the CHN
in their response to those proposing
development. Sonia’s operational
forestry expertise has translated into
her increased support on CHN legal
issues. In addition, Sonia is the staff
support assigned to the CHN Forestry
Committee.
Mapping

Our Haida Mapping Department continues to grow by leaps and bounds
and perhaps has the most projects on
the go. Mapping Coordinator, Marguerite Forest, is an invaluable resource
as she continues to move the mapping
department into both lead and support
roles on numerous projects.
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The Mapping Department provides
important mapping expertise to the
Cedar Model Project. The project is
going to give us the ability to predict
cedar location and growth around the
island. The culturally modified trees
(CMTs) and traditional Haida trails
projects are projects that accurately
map CMTs and their attributes as well
as locating traditional land based trails
used by the Haida in the past. Support
work includes providing Geographic
Information System (GIS, see sidebar) analysis to all departments in the
HHFG as well as other organizations
and committees like Haida Fisheries,
Land Use Plan, Haida Power Authority and the Marine Use Plan. Outside
of the typical GIS work, our mapping
department works extensively improving and maintaining and administering the HHFG computer systems
and tirelessly fundraising in order to
fund all the projects on which they are
working. The Mapping Department
also trains Haida to become accredited mapping technicians. At this time
of the year we have summer students
that have stepped in and are playing
valuable roles assisting in a variety of
projects as gaining valuable experience and summer employment.

The plant enclosures at Yakoun Lake and the Golden Spruce are monitored and
maintained by the HHFGs. Repairs after the winter storms are necessary to secure
the enclosure and keep the deer out.

Field Surveys Department

Over the past year the Field Surveys
Department has started an interesting new type of survey. Traditionally
our Haida Land Values (HLV) field
crews would survey an area strictly
for HLVs either before or after an area
had been engineered for harvesting.
When HLVs like monumental cedar or
devil’s club were located they would
be properly managed for protection.
Now, in a new working relationship
with British Columbia Timber Sales
(BCTS), we have expanded the responsibilities of our HLV crewmembers, Guy Edgars and Owen Smith,
to include working with Forest Engineers to engineer proposed cut blocks.
This new method takes into account

HHFG Cullen Marks standing beside the
plant gwaayk’yaa.

and manages for the HLVs at the beginning of the process not after the
block has been laid out. This has been
an extremely productive relationship
as we can effectively locate and manage HLVs and develop our surveyor’s
skills in a variety of field techniques.
We predict that shortly there will be a
significant demand for skilled Haida
11

forestry workers in a variety of fields.
We hope to address this need through
partnerships with other organizations
such as BCTS as well as the development of our own training programs.
Currently, the head of the HLV department, Travis Glasman, and myself, Tyler Hugh Bellis, Project Assistant, are developing on an extensive
training and monitoring program that
will give us the ability to take a Haida
with no forestry background or training and teach them all the tools he or
she will need to be an effective HLV
surveyor. The monitoring program
looks to both monitor the practices of
the licensees and the effectiveness of
our employees in locating HLVs.
Project Coordination

Lana Wilhelm is our Project Coordinator. She is involved in a number of
very unique and challenging projects.
The largest project she has undertaken
is the Cedar Inventory and Modeling
Project. Throughout time, cedar has
been the very backbone of who we
are. Our dependence upon cedar cannot be measured but with this project
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we are beginning to have a clear idea
of what ecological and cultural relationships there are between the great
cedar trees’ growth and their location.
Our cedar inventory crews perform
surveys all over Haida Gwaii. Their
job includes looking at where cedar
trees are located recording the quality
of the tree and describing the conditions and attributes of the area they
are growing. Our mapping depart-

thriving in these deer free zones.
This year sees many thanks being
given to Lisa Knight’s grade 10 forestry class from Queen Charlotte who
helped Lana, Barney Edgars and Archie Stocker in repairing damage to
the fence caused by the winter storms
blow down. The repairs were funded
by the Ministry of Forest and thanks
goes to them as well.

Cullen Marks taking a bearing in the forest in the place referred tp as Canyon.
Canyon is located 30 km south of Juskatla.

ment then evaluates this information
and applies it to the whole islands to
give us a glance at red and yellow cedar growing potential or restrictions
on Haida Gwaii.
Lana is also our resident wildlife liaison. She participates on numerous
boards such as the Northern Goshawk
Recovery Team and oversees the bear
den inventory project. Lana also monitors and maintains the plant enclosures at Yakoun Lake and the Golden
Spruce. At these two locations there
are five different areas fenced off to
protect the vegetation from grazing
deer. We have already seen very positive results as many local plants are

Proposal Writing

Trish Collison joined the team this
year as our new proposal writer. This
is a very important position here at
HHFG as all of our departments depend heavily on outside sources of
funding for all our projects.
Program Administration

Our Program Administration comprises of three key individuals: Gerry Johnson, Program Manager, who
oversees all the departments and their
activities, ensures we are working effectively under department systems
and participates as technical person
providing support to all of our depart12

ments with his wealth of resource management knowledge. Ruth Wheadon,
is our Administrative Coordinator and
she deals with the majority of the financial invoicing and tracking, personnel matters, policy development,
and administration. Laura Therrien,
Receptionist, goes beyond these duties aiding Ruth in a wide variety of
different tasks.
An important element that ties allhese
departments together is our technical
team which is comprised of Liz Bulbrook, Travis Glasman, Gerry Johnson, Sonia Edgars, Lana Wilhelm,
Marguerite Forest, and Percy Crosby
(Western Forest Products Haida Planning and Liaison). These individuals have a wide variety of technical
abilities, and collectively they review
and comment on a variety of projects
and issues. This cooperation of various expertise helps us to have a more
complete look at any one issue that is
brought up in the HHFG office.
I hope this quick snapshot of the Haida
Heritage and Forest Guardians gives
you a better understanding of what
we do for the CHN and you the Haida
people. Future updates will provide
a more detailed updates on specific
projects and goals. Of course we encourage you to come into our office
and take a first hand look at our work.
In closing I would like to remind all
of you that although Haida’s can live
anywhere on this earth as a collective
we only have one home - Haida Gwaii
- and we all must do our part to ensure that we keep it healthy and alive
for the future generations. Thanks for
your time.

DID YOU KNOW THAT...

The black bear is one of six native
mammals found on the Islands and
it is a distinct subspecies found only
on Haida Gwaii. It is a bigger animal
having a larger skull and teeth than
Alaskan and BC bears.
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Land Use Agreement - from page 6

Details from the Haida Gwaii Strategic
Land Use Agreement
The following text are excerpts from the Agreement to show some of the areas covered in the document.
The full text of the Strategic land Use Agreement is available from Bill Beldessi at the Haida Heritage and
Forest Guardains office in Masset: 250-626-6058.
Whereas:

a) A community-based, strategic land
use planning process, involving a
community planning forum and jointly chaired by the Parties, was initiated
for the Haida Gwaii (Queen Charlotte
Islands) in September of 2003;

f) The Parties acknowledge that they
are engaged in other discussions that
are expected to result in new

b) The planning process was based
on two protocol agreements signed in
April of 2001, in which the Province
and the Haida committed to: i) cooperative development of a strategic
land use plan, guided by an ecosystem
based management (EBM) framework; and ii) a government-to-government process for attempted resolution of the outstanding matters agreed
upon by the Parties;

2.1 This Agreement is intended to
address the outcomes of the Haida
Gwaii land use planning process
recommendations, and to further the
government-to-government discussions held between the Parties in late
2006 respecting a strategic land use
agreement for Haida Gwaii.

c) The planning process ended in February 2005 and the recommendations
of the community planning forum
were forwarded to the Parties for further consideration;
d) The Parties signed a May 11, 2005
Letter of Understanding that included
a commitment to develop and implement a “new approach to land use planning,” building on the previous work
already done in the land use planning
process (including discussions related
to EBM), maintaining the interests
of the island community, connecting
land and resources to community viability, and reaching completion in a
timely manner;
e) The Parties are committed to fostering a respectful and coordinated
working relationship in Haida Gwaii;

The Purpose of the Agreement
2.0 Purpose

2.2 This Agreement is intended to
provide a framework for collaboration
between the Parties in the implementation of a strategic land use agreement
for Haida Gwaii, including:a) The use
of interim and permanent protection
measures for the new protected areas
in this Agreement;
b) The analysis, testing, subsequent
verification, and establishment of
land use objectives implementing
EBM; and
c) The confirmation of appropriate
management structures, including
structures to oversee the implementation of EBM on Haida Gwaii.
8.0 Implementation

8.1 This Agreement will be implemented by the Haida in accordance
with their laws, policies, customs,
traditions and their decision making
processes and authorities.
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8.2 This Agreement will be implemented by the Province in accordance
with its laws, policies, customs, traditions and decision making processes
and authorities.
8.3 The Parties will collaborate in
the finalization of new protected area
boundaries, and the development of
management agreements and plans.
Final protected area boundaries will
seek to avoid existing mineral tenures
and areas with high mineral potential.
The management agreements will ensure provision for energy access corridors related to potential future power
developments.
8.4 The Parties will collaborate in the
development of marine foreshore and
nearshore
planning to address uses and activities compatible with upland protected
areas.
8.6 Within the target date of 10 months
from the effective date of this Agreement, the Parties will:
a) Determine final, detailed protected
areas boundaries;
b) Initiate and complete detailed strategic planning and adjust (if necessary) the EBM Objectives;
c) Initiate protected area management
planning and associated foreshore and
nearshore planning; and
d) Establish an implementation monitoring committee.
For a copy of the document with
maps contact the Haida Heritage
and Forest Guardians office in Masset.
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Supernatural beings and diamond encrusted skulls
Tim Boyko pole shipped to England

Tim Boyko working in Masset at Christian White’s
carving shed has produced the latest in a series of
monumental work commissioned by English artist
Damien Hirst.
The 30-foot pole depicts — from bottom to top — a
bear holding a Chief awakening, then a black whale,
a Red-tail hawk and at the top a Supernatural killerwhale between two Watchmen.
Hirst’s latest work, is a $100-million dollar platinum
skull covered by 8,601 diamonds and is purported to
be the most expensive piece of contemporary art
ever made.

Above top: Raine Boyko checks out the finished pole.
Above: Damien Hirst’s latest work.
Left: A whale and watchmen top the 30’ pole.
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Meddling in the Museum
Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas show opens at UBC
Artist Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas
mixes it up at MOA with three site
specific installations inspired by the
University of British Columbia Museum’s current Renewal Project.
Yahgulanaas’ new works incorporate
media as diverse as a stolen-but-recovered car hoods and copper leaf
(Coppers from the Hood), argillite
dust and an entire canoe-bearing Pontiac Firefly (Pedal to the Meddle), and
an interactive
Haida manga mural using abandoned
archaeology storage trays (Bone Box).
In the process, he brings his own
brand of humour, narrative, and social
commentary to jumpstart new debates
in the Museum’s changing spaces.
The July 10 opening will take place
“tailgate style” on the Museum
grounds, with a picnic and music by
three local bands – The Byrd Sisters,
Jamie Thomson and the Culturally
Modified, and Sister Says. The Bryd
Sisters are three Haida women who,
like their bird-relatives, share a love
of singing and drumming. The Bryd
Sisters are Itlqujatqut’aas, Lori Davis
(Dadens Ravens, yahgu janaas), Guulangwas, Jacqueline Hans (Skidegate
Eagles, Gidins, NaaEwans Xyadaga),
and Gid7ahl-gudsllay, Terri-Lynn
Williams-Davidson (Skedans Ravens,
gak’yaals kiigawaay). Thomson’s
band, composed of Jamie Thomson
(guitar, vocals), Brent Shindell (guitar), Robert Thomson (bass), and
Trevor Ainsworth (drums, percussion)
plays original electric and acoustic
music that reflect upon life and world
issues (intellifunk.com). Sister Says
brings together Gillian Thomson

(vocals), Robert Thomson (bass),
Trevor Ainsworth (drums/percussion), and Jeff Younger (guitar) for
sets that range from experimental
rock-jazz and alternative soul to classical (myspace.com/sistersays).
Installations are curated by Karen
Duffek, Curator, Contemporary Visual Arts.

“New works
incorporate media
as diverse as a
stolen-but-recovered
car hoods...”

Gwaii Haanas Open House
By Kate Alexander, Gwaii Haanas
Gwaii Haanas celebrated its new
office at a public Open House held
on April 19, 2007. The response
was overwhelming. Over 300 locals and a few early tourists came
to check out our cedar-walled
space at the Haida Heritage Centre
at Kaay Llnagaay. Visitors enjoyed
refreshments, kids’ and adults’
games, videos, and draws. People
particularly loved the seemingly Arting up a storm at the Gwaii Haanas
open house. L-R: Shayla Williams, Kayhundreds of bright-coloured post- cee Williams, and Olivia Wilson.
ers of staff in their multiple roles,
both inside Gwaii Haanas and in space, a great improvement over our
the community.
previous location. If you couldn’t
make the Open House, do drop by
The new office is a bright, cheerful any time during office hours.
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From the Archives ISLANDS SPIRIT RISING
2005 - Extracts from the ISR journal.
“Over the last three weeks I
have visited the Yakoun Camp
and checkpoint on a regular basis. Some days have been cold and wet. Others were brilliantly
sunny. But no visit was ever boring and I always came away
having learned something. I always came home feeling good
about the people I met, feeling full of hope for the future.
One day Yakoun Camp is visited by an honest to goodness
health inspector. And here you thought the provincial government wasn’t paying attention. ...
On other days people are creating art. In camp, a totem pole is
slowly taking shape while at the checkpoint people pass the
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time carving masks, argillite or are making cedar bark ornaments.
Of course, as in any camp, chores are never ending and there’s
always a need for more firewood, fresh water or clean dishes.
Most importantly, there are the shifts at the checkpoint, where
the days and nights can be very long indeed. But there are
distractions. Visitors from off-Island come to take snapshots.
Locals come to say hi or sit at the fire for a visit. And then there
are the cars to be noted and checked. After a few weeks, most
vehicles and their operators have become familiar and are
passed through the checkpoint without much fuss.”

