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Haida Laas,
that day when we can just get
on with living our lives without
the constant concern that our
lands will be spoiled and the resources ripped off for the benefits of people far from here.

First of all we would like to
start by congratulating the
grads of 2008 who have
stepped up in record numbers.
Also to the many others who
have taken up various trades
and vocations to complement
your lives.
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As we move from conflict over
the lands to joint management, opportunities in resource management and all
facets of running a Nation you
will be in high demand. We
hope the days of losing our
young and educated people to
the mainland are coming to an
end and people will be migrating home to a life of opportunity as we gain more influence
over the lands.
To get on with designing a future with hope and opportunities, we need peace. Peace is
only achieved if both disputing
parties truly want to go there,
and we believe that the BC
government needs peace as
well as we do.
Over the following month intensive discussions at home
and with the province can be
expected to bring us closer to

Old Massett
Gerald Parnell

haidanation.ca
program reports : haida laas
links : diplomacy : agreements
government : working groups

- it’s all good -

There is some good news about
language in Massett where a
growing core of young people
are actively building their capacity and using the language in
continued next page
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We recently witnessed the great
apology for the policies of amalgamation and efforts to break
our people through residential
schools. This understandably has
been met with mixed reviews
though generally welcomed.
One effect it has had however, is
to clearly illustrate to the rest of
society that in fact the troubles
beset upon First Nations are real
and brought on by a sinister and
deliberate efforts to destroy our
culture. This does in affect, open
a new chapter where our way
of living will have to be respected. Though it is also up to us to
maintain our own culture in a
world where, in so many cases
the ties to the land have been
severed, and the language is so
close to extinction.

Skidegate

Git’Kun, Chief T’aanuu, John Williams
s

Fanny Smith

The Council of the Haida Nation extends its deepest sympathies
to the families.
COVER: A scene from Sinxii’gangu - photo courtesy of Allan Wilson
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new ways. In this issue we cover
an effort that uses stagecraft and
has moved audiences to tears and
laughter and has given the Haida
language a tremendous boost.
We have also said goodbye to another of our Chiefs. Git’ Kun was
a strong supporter of the political
direction of the CHN and attended all the meetings that he was
able to. He also faithfully participated in the Skidegate Haida Immersion Program which serves as
a repository of knowledge… we
will all miss his participation and
attentiveness.
As we paid tribute to Gaahlaay,
Watson Price, we also witnessed
the succession of a new Chief.
Lonnie Young has taken the name
of his uncle, and now holds the
name Gaahlaay. Lonnie has participated for several years and we
welcome his presence.
Our friend Beau Dick, who has a
Haida daughter and whose mother has lived amongst us, called
our people to Alert Bay to bring
some closure to something that
up to then we knew little about.
All that we knew was that hundreds of people died on their way
back from Victoria and only a few
made it home.
Near Alert Bay, about 300 people
in 25 canoes had stopped to die.
The Kwakwakwa’kw had been
warned not to have contact with
the Haidas on their way back
from Victoria as it was certain
that they would be infected with
smallpox. They did however, provide dry wood and food, though
those people did not last long.

Mary Swanson in a scene from the short film Islands of the People.

LANGUAGE FILM TO SHOW IN NEW
YORK

Raven Hausmann, Amber Good, Jesse Williams, Justin Klevgaard at GM Dawson Secondary School along with Mary
Swanson have made a short film about the Haida language.
Islands of the People is an honest and straightforward film touches
on the residential school experience, contemporary feelings about
culture and the sharing of personal experiences. The film is being
shown at the Youth Producing Change film festival in New York
City. The festival sponsored by the Human Rights Watch International Film Festival and show works about social issues and cultural
rights.
The four filmmakers will be traveling to New York for the premier.
The film is also being shown at the 2009 Traveling Film Festival
and Adobe Youth Voices. •
The event in Alert Bay was particularly moving in that we were
essentially welcomed in a foreign
land to perform the last rites and
to commemorate the people
who were lost there, and thank
the Kwakwakwa’kw people who
provided a prominent place in
their cemetery to remember
our relatives.
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Again, we urge our people to pay
attention to the events and efforts
of the CHN, and question those
matters that you want answers
to every move we take is of the
Haida Nation, all of us are
involved...
Haawa’
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ELECTIONS FAIR AND TRUE
The CHN election of December
8, 2007 was on the agenda of
the Special House of Assembly
held May 27 in Masset.

LAWRENCE JONES
RESIGNS
Long term, Massett representative Lawrence Jones has
resigned from the Council of
the Haida Nation effective June
2, 2008.
Lawrence has been a part of the
CHN since the early days and has
participated over the years on the
executive, lands and waters, archaeology/heritage and communications committees. The CHN
thanks Lawrence for his contribution and commitment to the
Haida nation. •

REDISCOVERY
CAMPS
JULY and AUGUST
PRE-TEEN • June 29 - July 8
TEEN • July 8 - July 21
PRE-TEEN • July 31 - Aug 9
Teen • Aug 9 - Aug 22
To register call
Maureen Samuels

HaidaGwaiirediscovery@yahoo.ca
250.626.5668

The Special House of Assembly
was called because a petition
that was being circulated alleged
“irregularities” in the election.
Previous to the petition the election procedures had been reviewed in an appeal at the
Vancouver local where it was
determined that enough notice
had been given for the polling
location but that any shortcomings in did not give one candidate an advantage over another.
The petition asked the HOA to
address four resolutions: that the
2007 Council of the Haida Nation election be declared invalid
and a new election to be called
within sixty (60) days; that the
CHN voters list to be completed
two weeks before the call to election; that the polling stations be
held in a conspicuous place and
that the CHN elections are to be
conducted in a fair and impartial manner as put forward in the
CHN Constitution and CHN Election Regulations.
Changes to the election procedure were made this year. Polling locations changed for various
reasons and mail-in ballots were
instituted with the intention of
giving as many people as possible the opportunity to vote.
The Hereditary Chiefs’ Council
approves the position of Chief
Electoral Officer and, at the HOA,
Chief Electoral Officer Charlotte
Marks, reported that the elections were held in the proper
4

manner and that the procedures
were fair and true.
It was decided by the HOA that
the election policy would continue to be refined and that the
Policy Committee would review
and make recommendations to
the next House of Assembly. •

REDISCOVERY
CELEBRATING
30 YEARS
Board members, staff and volunteers are busy preparing for
the 30th anniversary celebration of the Haida Gwaii Rediscovery Society. The celebration
is to be held in Massett, August
29, 30 and 31. We are all working hard, there are only eleven
weeks in which to get ready for
this joyous event and we plan
to make this a celebration that
will stand out in the memories
of those who participate.
Both non-Aboriginal and Aboriginal alike have benefited from the
opportunity to experience the
connection between themselves,
their culture and the earth. And in
these turbulent times an opportunity of this type is even more
significant.
After thirty years of running a successful wilderness experience it is
with great pride that Haida Gwaii
Rediscovery Society can boast
that many of the participants follow up by becoming employees
and volunteers. So, please come
out and celebrate with us!
If you are interested in the
camp or to volunteer at the
celebrations see notice this page. •
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Git’Kun, Chief T’aanuu
October 21, 1921 - May 5, 2008

d
T’aanuu Kilslaay, Git’kun,
John George Williams,
also known affectionately as Johnny, was
born on October 21st,
1921 to Mercy (Greene)
and Matthew John
Williams, their only son.
His father remarried,
to Margaret Stanley of
Masset; they had four
more children — Mary,
Ann, Nancy (deceased)
and Matthew Jr.

photo courtesy Farah Nosh

John grew up in Skidegate and went to grade
school there. At the age
of ten, he was sent away
to Coqualeetza, the residential school in Sardis,
where he spent the next
several years. John had
many stories about this period of his life; one or
two were positive, but most of them dealt with
the many difficulties he faced on a daily basis,
including his struggle with TB. He graduated
from Coqualeetza, with excellent marks, having
completed all of the schooling that was available there. It was there, too, that John developed his taste for history and biographies.

fourteen years. He was then approached by the
Skidegate Band Council who offered him the
position of village manager. In John’s words “this
was an important-sounding title, but all it meant
was that I did everything around the village that
nobody else was paid to do”. He tried to resign several times but it seems that the Council
maintained that there was no-one else to do the
work. John was also interested in radios (pretransistor!) and took a course in radio repair. He

John returned to Haida Gwaii and took up
commercial fishing, which he worked at for

Git’ Kun continued next page
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was part of the Church Apology to the Indigenous Peoples group, in Ottawa.

was able to supplement his income by repairing
them. Also during this time, John became the
Queen Charlotte Islands Vice-President for the
Native Brotherhood of B.C. He was the Islands’
correspondent for the Prince Rupert Daily News,
as well.

In 2003, John accepted the chieftainship of
T’aanuu, as designated by his uncle, Nathan
Young. He understood well, and carried out,
the obligations and responsibilities which came
with this position. He attended the Chiefs’
meetings, learning to work, yet again, within
an entirely new set of parameters. As a member
of the Hereditary Chiefs’ Council, he was a very
strong supporter of the direction of the Council
of the Haida Nation and encouraged the
representatives in their work. Even days before
he died, he attended a meeting of the CHN.

In 1969, John had to go to Vancouver to have
his right ankle examined by a specialist (he had
broken two bones). While he was there, he was
able to take advantage of a Canada Manpower
program which offered educational upgrading.
When he was asked by the Manpower counselor
what career he might choose, he said “ministry”
instead of “journalism”, and that is how John,
at the age of fifty-three, became a minister. He
spent the next twelve years as the United Church
minister at Kitamaat Village, with his wife,
Elizabeth. He retired in 1986, and came home
to Skidegate, shortly thereafter.

John had a fund of stories, not only from his
own experiences, but also family stories from
previous generations. He loved to tell these
stories and loved to have an audience for
them. He was widely read in European history,
particularly that of the two World Wars. His
interest in history, both in books and in film,
continued to the end of his life. His real love
was the Skidegate Haida Immersion Program
(SHIP) and he was unhappy when he could
not be there, learning and teaching.

In the years following, John re-acquainted himself with his village, connecting again with family
and the friends he had grown up with. He joined
his peers in the Skidegate Haida Immersion Program, and spent many, laughter-filled, hours
identifying and defining words in the Haida language, and recording those words for posterity. He enjoyed recounting many of the stories
he had heard as a child. He was active in many
organizations. He was a director on the board of
the QCI Health Care Society; he sat on the board
of the K’aay museum; he was on the Provincial
Seniors’ Advisory Council for a number of years;
he was a representative to the Haida Gwaii Marine Resources advisory group, and was also
involved in the Land Use Planning process. He

He was a passionate Haida, a good man, and a
devoted husband. •
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KOOTHLINUU,
LONNIE YOUNG
BECOMES
CHIEF GAAHLAAY
OF THE TS’AAHL
EAGLE CLAN
by Maureen Wesley

From the beginning of his life, Lonnie Young was prepared to
follow his Uncle Watson Pryce - Chief Gaahlaay of the Ts’aahl Eagle
clan and after Watson passed away in 2007 preparations began for
Lonnie to potlatch.
March 22, 2008 – Haida Gwaii
was buzzing. Koothlinuu - Lonnie
Young was to be the next hereditary chief of the Ts’aahl Eagle clan
and today was the day that he
would become Chief Gaahlaay.
In Skidegate, the George Brown
Centre was beautifully decorated
with flowers, cedar, coppers and
gifts. There was much anticipation and the hall was jammed by

3:00PM even though the event
was not scheduled to begin until
5:00 PM.
At 5:00 PM sharp we suddenly
heard drums and the Coming into
the House song began that accompanies the chiefs of the Haida
Nation as they enter a building.
Each chief was introduced as he
enters the house and as I looked
around, tears came to my eyes, as
7

there was such pride and respect
in that hall.
Once the chiefs were seated,
there were drums again this time
at the other end of the hall. Lonnie entered with his two sisters,
Pat Gellerman and Audrey Aiken,
the matriarchs of the clan. Together they moved to the centre
of the hall and Lonnie standing
faced the assembled chiefs. He
nodded his head in acknowledgement and respect to them. Then
his sisters’ draped a blanket on
continued next page
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Left: Koothlinuu, Lonnie Young receives the blanket passed down
through Solomn Wilson and Watson Pryce from Audrey Aiken (L)
and Pat Gellerman. Right: Joann Yovanovitch, Audrey Aiken and
Pat Gellerman present the Chief’s headdress.

Chief Gaahlaay from page 7

Lonnie and followed that with
the placing of his headpiece. The
blanket has special significance
as it is one that has been passed
down through Ts’aahl chiefs’ Solomon Wilson and Watson Pryce.
The headpiece is of an eagle and
was beautifully adorned with coppers, abalone shells and ermine
hides which flow down the back
of his neck. What a sight to 		
witness.
The drum begins again and Chief
Gaahlaay dances for everyone in
the hall. The hall again roars like
thunder for another 20 minutes.
Lonnie then faced the chiefs and
walked over. They shake hands in
acknowledgement and Lonnie,
who is now Chief Gaahlaay of the
Ts’aahl Eagle clan is welcomed
into the circle of the Haida Nation
chiefs. He is then acknowledged

by visiting chiefs representing
many nations on coast of BC.
Upon completion, he turned and
acknowledged the Haida people
and the friends of the Haida Nation. The hall burst into a roar
and applause that carried on for
10 minutes or more.
Chief Gaahlaay’s nephews presented Hudson Bay blankets to
the chiefs, and the wives of the
chiefs were gifted as well. Chief
Gaahlaay - Watson Pryce had left
one of his huge coppers to his
grandson, Judson Brown, and his
talking stick to granddaughter,
Lauren Brown. The two grandchildren took it upon themselves
to present these inherited treasures to the new Chief Gaahlaay.
Their mother, Diane Brown, stood
up with her head held high as
they presented the gifts to their
8

uncle, Chief Gaahlaay — the ultimate sign of respect had been
bestowed upon Chief Gaahlaay.
Then came dancing and the
continuing flow of food, dancers from all over the island and
the mainland came to pay their
respect. Every kind of seafood
was served to visitors. What a
feast and what a night of celebration. At the end of the night, the
Ts’aahl people gifted everyone
who was there for witnessing the
event and the gifts kept coming
and coming.
The day that Lonnie Young
became the hereditary chief of
the Ts’aahl Eagle clan is now
scripted in history. He will now
be preparing his successor on a
daily basis to sit in his seat when
he is gone. •

April 2008

At the potlatch of March 22, 2008 held at Skidegate
Koothlinuu, Lonnie Young pledged this statement before
the assembled witnesses.

I, Koothlinuu, Lonnie Young accept the position bestowed on me as
Hereditary Chief of our clan.
In holding the name of our ancestors, I accept the responsibility to
represent our clan at social and ceremonial functions.
I will consult with our clan as I partake in the political business of the
nation with the Hereditary Chiefs Council and the Council of the
Haida Nation.
I will be guided by the principles of respect, truth and the highest
moral and ethical standards.
I will consider foremost, the well-being of Haida Gwaii and the
coming
generations.
I will nourish and protect our clan and assist those who need assistance.
I will seek the necessary wisdom to ensure that our traditions are carried
and our knowledge is passed on and looked after.
I will actively promote and maintain harmony within our clan, and
peace and unity within the Nation.
I will not be offensive to other people or bring undue attention
onto myself.
I accept this position for the love of my clan and our people and will
never consider myself to be above any person.
I know that my influence within and outside the clan will be directly
related to the respect I earn through my spirit of giving and my deeds.
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A PASSION FOR CARING
Students are gaining practical skills needed to manage and sustain a practise.
Submitted by Kathy Buell

I am writing this to recognize the effort and
dedication of the ten students participating in
the Home Support Resident Care Attendant
program.

awareness and gaining a better understanding of
other people. Students learn about verbal and nonverbal communication concepts and practical ways
to implement this knowledge with others.

The program, which is being taught in Old Massett,
began this past January and is running until June. In
the program students gain both the knowledge and
skills required to provide health care services to the
elderly in their homes and other facilities.

Having a philosophical base to work from is very
necessary for this type of work. The Health and
Healing course leads students through the steps
needed to understand the necessity of a good philosophical base and develops the practical skills needed to manage and sustain a practise.

One of the nine courses they are taking is a communications course. This component focuses on self-

continued next page

Very Front Tina Edgars. Next row from Left to right Tanya Lavallee, Manon Vinet, Becky Dix, and Cecile Pages.
Top row Left to right Emily Bell, Laura Therrien, Joanne Collison, Barb Williams, Rebecca Hageman, Kathy Buell,
Eileen Hayles, Bunnie Kitchen.
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As their instructor it has been a
pleasure to see the students learning and building confidence in
the field of caregiving. With onisland programs like the adult-day
program, meals on wheels and
home support services it is essential that there is trained staff for
these programs.
With a growing elderly population throughout the Islands it is
critical that we look at the community and the future demands
that willbe put on the health
care system.

Students have shown a strong
commitment to their work and a
passion for caring that is essential and I take pride in their ability
to provide quality care to all elders and others in need on Haida
Gwaii. Graduates of this Northwest Community College program earn a provincial certificate.
So, hats off to program students
and may you continue to show
your compassion and high level
of care in your communities! •

Gambling stick design 49
Contributions to the Ethnology of the Haida
- Swanton

The Council of the Haida Nation web site has been running for a
few months and contains pages and pages of information related
to the activities of the Haida Nation.
Punch in www.haidanation.ca
and up on your screen comes the
CHN splash page.
In the left hand column is
WORLD NEWS. This section
connects you to stories which
mention Haida activities and
other topics — things like First
Nation treaty negotiations, the
Apology and the recent theft
of Bill Reid work from the UBC
Museum of Anthropology.

HAIDA LAAS, GOVERNMENT,
AGREEMENTS, DIPLOMACY,
LINKS and CONTACT — and attached to those are twenty-plus
subsections containing everything
from protocol agreements to program descriptions.
The site is updated on a regular
basis to keep it current. Contributions of photographs and links are
always appreciated. •

We also link to video and audio
clips. The site has the complete
audio file of Harper’s APOLOGY
and links to youtube.com for
video coverage of the event.
There are many CHN foundation documents posted throughout the site but on the front
page we have easy links to the
Statement of Claim, the Haida
Land Use Vision and the Election Policy and Procedure which
was available for the most recent
House of Assembly.
ABALONE WATCH UPDATE has
posted two pdf’s of their latest
newsletters and this edition
of HAIDA LAAS and the 08/09
DIRECTORY are available in pdf.
Another items is JOB POSTINGS
ETC. - Haida Laas needs 2 WRITERS one in Old Massett and one
in Skidegate. You can see the ad
on the back page of this issue or
go to the web site for more
information.
The NAVIGATION BAR has
links to CHN, HAIDA NATION,
WORKING GROUP, PROGRAMS,
11

photo courtesy Prince Rupert Daily News, KJris Schumacher

Part of the planning and solution
towards this growing need is happening now. People are learning
new skills and by doing so are
increasing the quality of life for
Island people. One aspect of the
resident care attendant program
is the ability to support people
to stay in their homes as long
as possible and with the skilled
workers graduating from this program this option is growing.

DIGITAL HAIDA, NEW STUFF

AWARD WINNER

Haida Tsimshian writer and art
historian Marcia Crosby has
received the Social Sciences
and Humanities Research
Council Doctoral Award.
The award is given to advance
research skills and assist in the
training of highly qualified academic personnel who show a
high standard of scholarly
achievement. Ms Crosby will
receive $105,000 to help her
complete her doctorate degree.
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SYMPOSIUM TO LOOK AT LAWS
First Invitational Archaeology Symposium coming this September at Kaay
Dirt doctors from all over the
province will be coming to
Haida Gwaii this summer for
the First Nations Invitational
Archaeology Symposium. The
symposium, being held at the
Kaay Centre in September,
will be three days filled with
presentations, field trips and
discussion.
Presenters will be sharing knowledge of their place and discussing their experiences about the
protection of archaeological sites
in their respective territories. The
goal of the First Invitational Archaeology Symposium will be to
identify and document common
successes and failures in protecting the evidence of ancestors, so
proper interpretative research can
be done.
In BC archaeology is managed by
the Provincial Archaeology Branch
[PAB] in Victoria and governed under the Heritage Conservation Act
[HCA]. The PAB issues permits to
archaeologists who wish to conduct work. The PAB also issues
site alteration permits to logging
companies and other developers.
These activities on the land can
damage sites and as a consequence the proper interpretative
research of these sites may be lost
forever.

Gambling stick design 59
Contributions to the Ethnology of the Haida
- Swanton

The Council of the Haida Nation
Heritage Archaeology Committee
consistently protests this practice,
but from our point of view it seems
that PAB favours developers over
CHN interests.
The Heritage Conservation Act is in
need of a rewrite.
The act and current
management regime
do not recognize
aboriginal title and
rights, nor does it adequately address the
needs and interests
of CHN and other
First Nations as they
relate to the protection of cultural and
heritage resources
values. As well, the
regulatory framework
of the HCA prevents
First Nations from
exercising traditional
laws and customs
over sacred sites and the remains
of our ancestors.
A big goal of the First Invitational
Archaeology Symposium will be
to identify and document common
successes and failures in protecting the evidence of ancestors so
proper interpretative research can
be done.
Once the common ground has
been identified the symposium
participants will explore various
solutions to address the protection
of archaeological sites from development — it is about protecting
evidence that stems from thousands of years of occupation. We
feel the slogan for the symposium
12

says it all. “Gathering united support for the respectful protection
and appreciation for the First Nations ancestors evidence ancestral
sites”.
Invitations have been
sent out to about
thirty-five interested
people. The list represents a wide spectrum
of backgrounds from
throughout BC and the
US. Speakers have
been asked to present
a twenty-minute presentation.
The list so far includes
Stan Hagen, Minister
of Sports Tourism and
Arts; the Director of the
Archaeology Branch,
Justine Batten; the
Manager of the Archaeology Branch, Doug
Glaum; UBCIC/FNLC,
members of the First Nations
Leadership Council and the Union
of BC Indian Chiefs, Songhees
Land Manager Cheryl Bryce; lawyer Murray Browne; David Schepe,
Stolo Nation; Elroy White,Heiltsuk
Nation; Gary Wouters, Turning
Point and Terri-Lynn Williams Davidson of White Raven Law.
Local schools have also been
encouraged to participate and the
Elizabeth Bulblbrook, Haida Heritage Coordinator is meeting with
teachers to develop a coordinated
approach to maximize learning
for the youth that are interested in
culture, law and archaeology. •
Special thanks to Gwaii Trust for
funding this event.
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SINXII’ GANGU, SOUNDING GAMBLING STICKS
“Sounding Gambling Sticks is set in a time when humans are very aware that
Supernatural beings are everywhere.”
Playwright, Jaalen Edenshaw said that
the toughest thing about putting on
Sinxii’gangu was keeping it going over many
years — five to be precise.
While going to school and living in Victoria,
Jaalen began looking for a story, and of all ones
he read, Sinxii’gangu had the elements that he
knew would make a good play.
The play started with an idea. How can you
bring the language into use in different ways?
How do you make people aware of the language and how do people become more interested in learning it? Sinxii’gangu is the first
full-length play in the Haida language that answers those questions.

Sinxii’ gangu (Jeffrey Williams, left) confers with friend (Jaalen
Edenshaw) in scene one of the play. In the village, Sinxii’ Gangu is obsessed with gambling and has become disrepectful
and boastful. Everyone is suffering and he becomes careless
and is rebuked by his mother. But the damage is done and he
Sinxii’ Gangu is so far into gambling he sends his friend out
to broadcast a challenge. (continued next page)

Jaalen and brother Gwaai, developed a treatment for the play, wrote the script, rewrote
the script. And with the help of Massett Haida
speakers translated it into Haida and then translated it back into English and then back into
Haida — many times, and each time it
was translated more ideas and concepts around
what the words meant were discovered. It was
a dynamic and engaging process and would
not have been possible without the help of
Mary Swanson, Stephen Brown and Norma
Adams.
But when things got tough and the brothers
wanted to chuck the whole idea Jenny Nelson,
with her many years of experience producing events, stepped in and kept moving things
along, keeping the idea alive.
Finally with the hard work of a cast and crew of
over fifty people Sinxii’gangu opened in Masset
and following in Skidegate to packed houses. •
Sinxii’ gangu continued next page
Left: The challenge is accepted by Son of GreatMoving-Cloud and they gamble
All photos courtesy of Allan Wilson.
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Sinxii’ gangu from
page 13

Right: The games don’t
go well for Sinx’ gangu
and Son of Great -Moving-Cloud wins all possesions and families in
the village.
Center left: Sinx’ gangu
is devastated, struggles
with the loss and sets
out on a guest to purify
himself. He floats on a
raft, fasting and meets
Grebe, the messenger.
Grebe takes him into the
world under the sea and
there he meets Powerful
Gandfather.
Centre right: Powerful
Grandfather (Leo Gagnon) invites Sinx’ gangu into his house and
has him fetch a special
bush to make gambling
sticks. Powerful Grandfather draws otters ongives him spirit helpers
by drawing otters on the
sticks. Sinxii’ gangu sets
out to gamble with Son
of Great-Moving-Cloud
and through a series
of games wins back his
family and village. •
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FOREST PEOPLE

by Tyler Bellis

Getting to know your Haida Heritage and Forest Guardians
(HHFG) will be the theme of a series of upcoming articles featured
in the Haida Laas. The purpose is to introduce you to the hard
working people of HHFG and tell you about their roles and the
work they do.
With the creation of Gwaii Haanas, the signing of the Haida Gwaii
Land Use Plan, and the expectation that a Marine Use Plan will be
completed for the islands in the not so distant future, the Council of
the Haida Nation has positioned itself to be heavily involved in a wide
variety of resource management sectors on Haida Gwaii. This has and
will continue to provide an ever-increasing number of employment
opportunities for Haidas. So keep note if you see any careers that interest you at the Forest Guardians as there could be a future in it
for you.
James Stanley, Haida Land Value
Surveyor, Trainer and Supervisor

James Stanley began working for
the Council of the Haida Nation
in 1995 doing Culturally Modified Tree (CMT) surveys and has
since become one of our most
experienced Haida Land Value
(HLV) surveyors. HLV surveys require an intimate knowledge of a
wide variety of Haida cultural values, which include such things as
identifying plants, archeological
features, riparian areas and monumental cedar. Although James is
knowledgeable in all these areas
his true expertise is found in his
work in our Heritage department.
James focuses on CMT surveys
and Archeological Impact Assessment (AIA) and is often requested
by other organizations to work
with them due to his vast knowledge of Haida Gwaii archeology.
When asked what some of the
biggest changes he has seen since
he started back in 1995, James
said “the amount of HLV being
protected has increased drastically,” which some would say is a
direct result of technicians work
on the ground. Although he also
mentioned that “there is still a lot
of improvement that can be done

James Stanley in the forest surveying
Culturally Modified Trees (CMTs).

in protecting more values.” This
is a goal that we strive for at the
Haida Heritage and Forest Guardians.

Management Systems,
- Red Cedar Archaeology,
- BCTS timber Assessment,
- Macrolink training-safety in the
forest/map and compass use/basic
forest science/forest inventory/basic
forestry,
- Occupational First Aid,
- Personal Digital Assistant skills,
- Culturally Modified Trees Assessment,
- and Archaeological Inventory Training.

James received his training
through the Haida Heritage and
Forest Guardians.
Ruth Wheadon

Although Ruth is no longer with
the HHFG we would like to thank
her for seven years of amazing work. Ruth joined the Forest
Guardians in 2000 and worked as
an administrative assistant
before becoming the administrative coordinator in 2004. Ruth
had a wide variety of job requirements that she met with an equal
amount of the amazing talents
she possessed — put simply she
kept our office going.
We would like to wish her all the
best with her new employment
at Northwest Community College
where we know she will continue
to serve the Islands and Islanders
with the hard work and dedication she showed for us. •

James is trained in;

- HHFG surveyor/supervisor/trainer
- Level 1 First Aid with Transportation
endorsement,
- Geographic Positioning System
(GIS) operator,
- Introduction to GIS training,
- Karst Identification training,
- Trained in Windthrow Hazard Identification and Management,
- S-100 Basic Fire Suppression
certification,
- Wilderness First Aid certificate,
- Training in Evironmental -
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NAMGIS TERRITORY

THE HAIDA MEMORIAL POLE RAISING
CEREMONY AT ALERT BAY
photos and text by Kwiaahwah Jones

The Haida delegation arrived
in Namgis territory and as we
stepped off the ferry there was
a peace dancer to greet us and
a song of peace being sung
by the Kwakwakwa’kw. They
welcomed us to Alert Bay with
open arms!

The poster says “Open up your homes for the
Haida Nation”, this is a small insight to the
wonderful hospitality we received at
Alert Bay.
top left: Coming off the ferry at Alert Bay.
centre left: We are welcomed by Beau Dick
(r) a peace dancer and the Kwakwakwa’kw
singing.
left: At Bones Bay, Beau Dick and Corey
Bulpitt with a group of carvers created the
memorial plague to stand as a monument
to commemorate all of those people, both
Kwakwakwa’kw and Haida, who died at
the bay.
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HAIDA MEMORIAL POLE RAISING IN NAMGIS TERRITORY

After an hours boat ride back to Alert Bay
with two trips of fifty people everyone made
their way to the Big House. We had dinner
and stepped into the Red Cedar Bark Ceremonies. The next few pictures are a small
glimpse into this world.

Crooked Beak Hamatsa

above: Every Haida woman at the event in Bones
Bay contributed to the food plate that we offered
to our ancestors. Rayne Boyko, Skil Jaadaay White,
Dorcas White and Monica’s girl are preparing the
food burning.

Wolves of Gwaay ii, Kingcome Inlet.
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HAIDA MEMORIAL POLE RAISING IN NAMGIS TERRITORY

We celebrated the end of the Red Cedar Bark
dance with some fun songs and went home to
prepare for the Morturary Pole raising. The pole
was raised in the sacred Namgis Burial Ground on
Cormorant Island, where Alert Bay stands today.
left: Namgis and Haida Chiefs wait to witness the
pole raising at Namgis Burial Ground — from left
to right, hereditary chief in the Gigalgum Tribe
Chris Cook II, Gaathlaay, Iljuwaas, and Roddy
Schek.
below left: The pole was cleansed with cedar bows
by the matriarchs in our Haida delegation. Two raven
and eagle woman had the honour of cleansing the
pole. left - right: Duna Red, Big Mom, Joan Hart, and
Molly York.
below: The pole is being raised —
Kwakwakwa’kw and Haida power!
below left: The carvers prepare for the
ceremonial finishing of the pole.

Beau Dick
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HAIDA MEMORIAL POLE RAISING IN NAMGIS TERRITORY

We stand proudly in front of the Memorial Pole at the Namgis Burial Grounds.

The Tluu Xaada Naay Dancers: a tamed Hamatsa is in the Big
House and Eagle soars.
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HAIDA MEMORIAL POLE RAISING IN NAMGIS TERRITORY

top: Kaaxada Dogfish dances to honour the Yaghulaanas/
Jaanas.
above: The Men’s Competition dance — the
Kwakwakwa’kw and Haida men dazzle the ladies.
right: We exit from the Big House.
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HAIDA MEMORIAL POLE RAISING IN NAMGIS TERRITORY

Beau Dick

When we had finished performing and before we passed the floor
back to our host we made several presentations of k’aaw and music —
gifts for people of the Kwakwakwa’kw nation.
During this time Beau Dick received the name Supernatural Carver.

After Beau received
his name, everyone
danced in celebration and thanks for
Beau receiving his
new new name.

At the end of the evening, after Haida presentations we watched the
peace dancing in the Big House and experienced a spectacular raven
transformation mask, an echo mask, and an earthquake mask. A few fun
dances were sung and everyone got up to celebrate. At the end of the
night we all stood on one side and the Kwakwakwa’kw on the other side
of the Big House. They sang a song of farewell and gave us permission to
use the song. It was a beautiful end to an epic two days.
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above right: Corey
Bulpitt and Beau
Dick are given each
half of a whales
tooth from Christian
White in appreciation for all that they
had done bringing
together the Haida
and Kwakwakwa’kw
in this very important event.
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ABALONE WATCH

RESTORING THE FORESTS UNDER THE SEA
by Lynn Lee and Russ Jones

Marine areas that are closed to
fishing can recover and rebuild
what was once there.
This is a key finding from the
study of a protected kelp forest in
La Jolla, California. Dr Paul Dayton presented a talk in February
07 highlighting this message and
that we need to do more to manage and protect marine areas.
Dr Dayton led long-term studies of a large kelp forest in La
Jolla and the results were used to
evaluate the San Diego-La Jolla
Ecological Reserve, a small ‘notake’ marine protected area that
was closed to all fishing activities
in 1971.
The area included four habitats –
kelp forest, canyon, boulder-reef
and sandy shelf – and its purpose
was to protect habitats and green
abalone.

Abalone and many other invertebrates group together, or aggregate, to spawn. No-take areas
help restore abalone populations
by protecting these aggregations.
Many coastal and marine ecosystems have been damaged
and under continuing pressure
from fishing, aquaculture, coastal development and pollution.

Worldwide, marine management
agencies are calling for ecosystem-based management (EBM),
but the science and implementation of this type of system is just
being developed.
KELP FORESTS continued next page

“
We need to ensure
that the value systems
we most cherish will
be intact for all grandkids and all of time.
This alone is worth
establishing heritage
reserves.
“

photo - Dr Paul Dayton

The studies hoped to answer
questions like; why and where
should no-take marine areas be,
and how large must they be in
order to provide good protection
for a variety of species and habitat. They also looked at ecological characteristics including the
dynamics of fish and shellfish
populations inside and outside
the no-take area. Many species in
the kelp forest were depleted and
protection allowed some to recover and/or migrate back to the
no-take area. Some of these species play key roles in kelp forest
dynamics and so the abundance
of these species greatly affects the
ecological relationships within the
forest.

The study showed that the La
Jolla Reserve succeeded in protecting some species, particularly
those that were less mobile and
required a smaller habitat area.
For example a higher density of
red sea urchins, rock scallops and
rock lobsters were observed inside the no-take area’s kelp forest
than outside and a higher density
and proportion of larger sheephead fish were found inside.

At one time abalone were plentiful in California waters (above). But just like
around Haida Gwaii, they are no longer as abundant as they once were.
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KELP FORESTS from page 16

Dr Dayton said that the relationship between a species and its
habitat needs to be better understood and effective long-term
monitoring is needed to provide
time-series and baseline information to understand ecological
dynamics between species over
time.
Dr Dayton stressed that simply
setting aside no-take areas is not
enough. Strong enforcement and
stiff penalties for failing to respect
the no-take areas are essential for
them to be effective. And, monitoring is needed to gauge whether no-take areas are meeting the
objectives of habitat and species
maintenance and restoration.
Dr Dayton closed his talk by saying, “We need to ensure that the
value systems we most cherish
will be intact for all grandkids and
all of time. This alone is worth establishing heritage reserves.” •

The Haida Gwaii Abalone
Stewards invited Dr Dayton
to speak on-Island. His travel
from the Scripps Institution of
Oceanography in La Jolla was
funded through the Habitat
Stewardship Program for Species At Risk. Thanks to the communities of Skidegate and Old
Massett for hosting the presentations and to those who
attended to learn about and
discuss kelp forest ecosystems.

Concepts and

Definitions

Treaty

A treaty is an agreement where the
Parties signing the agreement show
their formal consent to a number
of conditions that both Parties
agree to live by. A treaty can be
like a contract that sets out things
that will be done or no longer
done, and ways to do a certain
things. Sometimes, the parties to
a treaty may agree to change their
own laws or make new laws to give
life, or effect, to a treaty.
Over the years on the International stage, there have been
Peace treaties, and treaties to
end the spread of nuclear arms, a
Law of the Sea treaty and lay out
the rules of war. Treaties can also
be an agreement of surrender or
cooperation.
The early treaties in Canada
were “peace and friendship”
treaties, where the indigenous
peoples and the settlers agreed
to live together peacefully. Later
treaties dealt with giving up
land in exchange for promises
from the federal government.
Often the indigenous peoples
have different interpretations of
what the treaty promised. Some
indigenous peoples have brought
their treaty to court to rule on the
original meaning of the treaty.
In such “treaty interpretation”
cases, the indigenous peoples
have had to build their evidence
and knowledge in the same way
we are doing for the Title Case.
While some cases were not
favourable to indigenous peoples,
one of the first legal rules from
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these cases was that ambiguities, or
different understandings, are to be
interpreted in favour of indigenous
peoples.
The BC Treaty process was set
up by the Federal and Provincial
governments together with BC
First Nations . This ‘process’ is
essentially the ‘table’ or forum
where negotiations take place.
The trouble at that table has been
not so much the process itself, but
the positions brought to the table.
Since 1995 and since the Harcourt
government, the Province has taken
the positions that the land base of
treaties will be capped at 5% of “BC
Lands”, (based on the notion that
First Nations make up 5% of the
population), the treaty settlement
will be about $25,000 per person,
and everyone will pay taxes - even
though other First Nations who
signed historic treaties keep their
tax exemption. Funding under this
process is provided by the province
and Canada, and is lent to the
First Nations to be paid out of the
final agreement. Some smaller First
Nations are far from reaching a
Treaty, but have borrowed more
than the Province’s formula of
$25,000 per person.
The treaties negotiated under
the BC Treaty Process is a “land
selection model”. Some of a nation’s
whole territory is “selected” to be
owned by the nation under the
treaty, and the rest is “surrendered”
Definitions continued over
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In Canada there is a unique
situation where a treaty would have
constitutional protection. This
means that the treaty would “trump”
other laws which don’t have the
protection of Canada’s constitution
(the document declaring the
principles and values that are the
heart and soul of the country). In
an ideal world a treaty would simply
formalize and bring greater meaning
about how we will live together in a
way that is best for everyone, clarify
the rights and responsibilities of
First Nations and the federal and
provincial governments over things
like land, governance, environmental management, finances and
taxation etc. •

HOW ABOUT “CERTAINTY”?
The word certainty is often used in
conversations by people who are
talking about treaties in the context
of land ownership and “resource”
extraction. Certainty is seen as one
outcome of an agreement where
everyone knows where they stand.
Companies who want to take
“resources” want to know that they
are purchasing or being granted full
rights without those licences being
blockaded, disrupted, or challenged
in court by First Nations. The lack
of certainty brought on by blockades
and court cases has brought about
the need to settle issues of title and
rights. •

PRE-TEEN • June 29 - July 8
TEEN • July 8 - July 21
PRE-TEEN • July 31 - Aug 9
Teen • Aug 9 - Aug 22
To register call
Maureen Samuels

HaidaGwaiirediscovery@yahoo.ca
250.626.5668

GWAII FOREST SOCIETY
CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS
OF INTEREST
The Gwaii Forest is compiling a
list of caterers from various island
communities who can provide
catered meals and/or refreshments
for public events and meetings.

Thank You
To the community, friends and
family of Git’ Kun - Johnny Williams. Once again, I send my
condolences to the people of
Skidegate in the passing
of Git’ Kun.
I also extend my thanks to the
community for the wonderful
support that is given to my aunt,
Liz Williams. She has an incredible extended family and it is important to me (and my family) to
know and see this.
I am also grateful for being so
warmly welcomed and included
by the community during Uncle
Johnny’s funeral.
Thank you - Haaw’a,
Jonathan Smyth and family

Please email contact information
and meal menus with associated
costs to <gfsasst@haidagwaii.net>

ARE YOU INTERESTED in politics, culture and people?
Then this job is for you.
Haida Laas is looking for two people interested in writing about the
activities of the Haida Nation. There are two positions available — one in
Old Massett and Skidegate.
In collaboration with the editor of Haida Laas we will develop a story list
and produce approximately 1000 words a month from the list. The starting
wage for this work is $500 a month. Stories will cover Council of the
Haida Nation activities and other cultural and social events throughout
the Islands.
This position is ideal for a self-motivated person
with an interest in writing, photography and
who has basic computer skills.
For more information please call or email a resume and a
sample of your writing to <editor@haidalnations.net>
<250-559-8755>.
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or given up to BC and or Canada,
or certain lands may be jointly
owned. Basically, under this model
it means that we would have to give
up our title and have it replaced by
a written treaty. The Tsawwassen
and Mamuuk treaties have been
settled in this way, others have been
rejected.

REDISCOVERY CAMPS
for JULY and AUGUST

