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Haida Laas
The directives given to the Council of the Haida Nation by our
people to look after our lands and
culture and to restore Haida Title
are well on track. We are developing a Marine Plan for the waters
of Haida Gwaii which, like the
lands, have never had any planning other then plans to plunder.
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In Remembrance
Massett
Elizabeth Brown

Skidegate
Neil Wickwire

Vancouver
Nina Guenavere T. Miller
s
The Council of the Haida Nation
extends its deepest sympathies
to the families.

- NOTICE In the next issue Haida Laas
will begin publishing obituaries. Families are welcome
to submit a photo and 250
words to:
editor @haidanation.net
or fax 250.559.8951

Our influence on policy and planning will see to better management and sustainability. As we do
this, we have set the wheels in
motion to organize in the development of a sustainable economy.
Consider this, we have fought
for our lands, succesfully protecting our rights and and half of the
landscape of HaidaGwaii. We are
so proud to see our people advancing themselves in all these
different facets of our lives. People
come here from all over the world
to see our lands and to study and
learn from our management arrangement in Gwaii Haanas.
People leave here filled with an
unforgetable life experience and
yet... we have young people
hopelessly addicted to hard drugs,
first relatives being robbed to enrich the pushers then our villages
living in fear of thivery and violence and even deaths.The users,
and even the pushers are our relatives, and the troubles are shared
by all of us.
The Haida Leadership has shifted
attention to this growing problem
and echoes the appeal of our people...Stop hurting our Kids...Stop
hurting our families...Stop hurting
our people.
This world, this land, our culture has so much to offer, don’t
deprive yourself of all that is
before you.

In Remembrance will still be
included in each issue.

COVER: Taan dances in the bow of Bears Awakening canoe with Nika Collison, Wally Peltier, Kwiaahwah Jones and Marg
Parker - photo Haida Laas. Photo of Mary Swanson and Thom Henley by Allan Wilson. Leona Clow at Kiiguxaay Kil Guhl
Ga - photo by Roy Jones Jr.
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Trapping has been attempted to
control beaver population but with
a small budget only so much can
be done and when one beaver is
removed others move in to fill the
gap. •

from the
POLICY COMMITTEE

A trail marker at Collison Point.

from the
FORESTRY COMMITTEE

The Forestry Committee continues
to make comment on permit referrals — the referrals include woodlot applications, cut permits, road
permits and amendments to these
as well as salvage applications and
special use permits. •
Bill Beldessi, Strategic Land Use
Planning manager is working with
the committee and coordinating
efforts to better share information
and keep everyone updated on
progress. •

from the
NAIKUN ADVISORY
BOARD

Captain Gold is the volunteer representative on this board which
makes management decisions regarding Naikun. Of large concern
to the board is the amount
of damage occurring to the crabapple trees surrounding Mayer
Lake. The trees are being damaged
by beaver and as they kill the
crabapple they begin to go after
the cedar.

The Policy Committee has been
busy and on the table are a few
recommendations for updating and
clarifying Council of the Haida Nation policy. There are three Article
changes being recommended to
the Council of the Haida Nation
Constitution and Election Regulations — see page 19 for complete
recommendations. Terms of reference and mission statements for
committees are in review. The CHN
Travel Policy is being looked at and
a way to make the CHN Record of
Decisions easier to access is under
consideration. •

new at
haidanation.ca
Recent updates at the
Council of the Haida
Nation’s website include
a slideshow of the Kaay
opening this past August
and a new job posting
for a Reconciliation Coordinator. Check out our
regular additions to our
WORLD NEWS column.
You can also download
recent editions of Haida
Laas and the Directory.
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HAIDA MAPPING
REORGANIZED

Haida Mapping is now its own department and works in cooperation with Haida Heritage and Forest
Guardians, Haida Land and Waters
Committee and the Haida Fisheries
program.
Haida Mapping will continue to
share an office with Haida Heritage
and Forest Guardians at 1563 Main
Street, Masset but is now under the
supervision of May Russ, administrator of the Haida Tribal Society.
Current full-time staff are Marguerite Forest, Interim Coordinator,
Owen Jones, GIS/GPS Technician
III and Carmen Pollard, GIS Technician Trainee. New GIS technical
staff are being hired to fill grant
funded positions.
Along with this shuffle, mapping
projects are being assessed and a
priority list developed by the HTS
Board of Directors. All current and
new mapping work requests will be
reviewed by May Russ to determine
whether they can be achieved with
existing resources.
In the next few months a full-time
manager will be hired and strategic planning will take place with an
emphasis on staff training and GIS
certification. •

DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know that Marni Yorke
is the longest running camp
leader at Rediscovery?
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Pole at Plymouth, England

Gwaii Haanas Marine

Community Action

CELEBRATING THE LINK

RESERVE AND
CONSERVE

FACING DRUGS

Courtesy of the Plymouth Herald.

T

he University of Plymouth
now has its own 18’ totem
pole and was raised on Friday,
September 12 on the North Hill
campus in England.
Plymouth’s totem pole celebrates
the city’s links with the Americas
and carries a message about the
environment.
The sculpture was commissioned
by the university’s Centre for Sustainable Futures using local timber,
Red cedar from Tavistock Estates.
It was carved by artists Henry
Green and Ralph Stocker over the
past two years. The pair had been
putting the finishing touches to the
totem pole in the Roland Levinksy

Building with help from Peter
Figueiredo, a University of Plymouth graduate from Canada.
The pole was raised in a small car
park near the centre, but will be
moved in the next year to the historic Drakes Place Gardens and Reservoir. The university is refurbishing
the area.
Centre director Alan Dyer said: “We
wanted to try and give the centre
a more global dimension and the
city of Plymouth has such a good
connection with the Americas.
We cannot prove it but it is likely
the ancestors of the tree used for
the totem pole came from North
America. Many plants and tree
samples were brought back from
all over the world through
Plymouth.”
He said he hoped the pole
should make people think
about living at harmony
with their environment.

This 18’ pole carved by
Henry Green and Ralph
Stocker was raised in a
small park area and will
be moved to Drake Place
Gardens and Reservoir at
a later date.
Photo courtesy Ralph Stocker
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Russ Jones, Lynn Lee and Cathy
Rigg from the Haida Oceans Technical Team joined the meeting to
provide an update on work they
have underway and to contribute
to discussions about science and
research priorities.
The team is gearing up for meetings and consultations with a
number of commercial and recreational fishery sectors this fall.
In preparation for that, the team
spent a bunch of time reviewing
preliminary mapping work that has
been completed over the summer
months, in particular, priority areas
to be fully protected once the area
is established. This work will
contribute to the preparation of a
interim management plan that will
outline initial management priorities. A more thorough zoning plan
and comprehensive management
plan will be developed after the
area is established. Consultations
on the interim plan will also occur with Island communities and
off-Island groups over the winter
months. Ads will be run in Haida
Laas and the Observer in advance
of these open house events. •

D

rug use and the sale of illegal narcotics are being
brought to the forefront
for discussion and action by the
Healthy Communities Society, and
people are speaking up and out,
for the betterment of our communities.
There have been two Anti-Drug
public meetings in New Masset with the Healthy Communities Society with many people
are expressing the same message
– we’ve had enough! It needs to
stop before more innocent lives are
needlessly taken! Many family relationships are being broken because
of the intrusion of drugs into the
lives of our community members.
Dependency on drugs like crack,
and crystal meth are severe and
debilitating addictions. Where can
one turn to for support? You can
approach the local addictions/wellness counsellor, a trusted friend, a
support group or supportive family
members.
Arnie Bellis, Vice President of the
Council of the Haida Nation, is
involved with the Healthy Communities Society and is more than
willing to sit and talk with citizens about their concerns around
this very serious issue. You can

HAIDA LAAS NOW
AVAILABLE IN ALASKA
Haida Laas can now be picked
up in Juneau, Alaska thanks
to Carrie Sykes at the Central
Council of Tlingit and Haida
Indian Tribes. A big thank you
to Carrie for volunteering to
take this on. •

catch up to him around town or
call him at the CHN Massett office
(250.626.5252) and leave a message for him.
Concerned citizens have set up a
Facebook Group who want the
drug dealing to stop so that their
children and grandchildren can live
life to the fullest in a clean, healthy
community. At residences of known
drug dealers community members
have rallied outside their houses to
deter sales of drugs, and the issue
has now gone beyond the coffee
table discussions – people are taking action to protect their family
and future.
Youth involved in and wanting out
of an unhealthy situation are also
encouraged to seek support from
a family member, wellness/addictions counsellor, school teacher or
call a Helpline. Northern Health
offices will have contact information for the youth counsellor(s).
The RCMP is open to dialogue with
community about the issue and
either Sergeant Grant McDonald
or Constable Pam Bolton can be
reached at 250.626.3991. However, strong evidence is required for
action; community members are
encouraged to bring forward valid
information.
Currently on-Island there is a wellness counsellor in Skidegate and
Old Massett. A call to your local
health clinic or Northern Health office will help direct you. For women, there is the Helpline in Masset
through the Haida Gwaii Society for Community Peace Transition House – it is 250.626.4664
(toll free 1.877.626.4677) and at
the south end of the Islands, residents are encouraged to contact
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the local RCMP detachment at
250.559.4421.
The local office of the Haida
Gwaii Healthy Communities Society is located at 2132 Harrison.
Beryl Parke is the office contact.
She can be reached by phone at
250.626.3665 for information
about the involvement of the
Healthy Communities Society
and how community members
can become involved. •
HELPLINES
• Crisis Intervention/Suicide
Prevention Center of BC
24-hour line – 1.888.462.1214
• Alcohol and Drug Information
and Referral Service 24-hour
line – 1.800.663.144
• Kids (and Youth) Helpline,
confidential - 24-hour line –
1.800.668.6868

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that that
the swing at Taalung Slung
was built by Rollie Williams?
And, did you know that the
first female Stone Ribs was
Colleen Williams?

Gambling Stick design 14 :: Contributions to the Enthnology of the Haida - Swanton

The centre was put in
touch with the sculptors
by a couple of its own
Canadian staff. •

T

he project team working on
the proposed Gwaii Haanas
National Marine Conservation Area Reserve (NMCA Reserve)
met on September 9th, 2008 to
continue work and discussions. The
meeting was focused to discussions
about areas of natural and cultural
importance within Gwaii Haanas,
upcoming
consultation priorities and the ongoing work to complete an agreement between the Council of the
Haida Nation and the Government
of Canada concerning management of the future marine area.

by Florence Lockyer
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Being the BEST you can.

Fundraising to begin.

V0T 1 Why? Oh!

HOW TO GET YOUR IDEAS OFF THE GROUND

NAANII, JAADAA TO TOUR

he Ministry of Aboriginal Relations & Reconciliation has
granted Haida Gwaii Community Futures a contract for a small
business planning program. In
partnership with North West Community College, the 12-session Aboriginal BEST program will provide
valuable information on the business planning process. Participants
will have until March of 2009 to
complete their business plan.

by Florence Lockyer

ADDRESSING
AN ISSUE

T

“The program is really exciting
this year. The ministry has made
a number of changes. It used to
be youth directed, but after last
year’s program they have opened
the program to any self–identified

First Nation, and if applicable, their
business partners.
The program will offer guest speakers, basic business planning information and one-on-one support to
build a business plan. The ministry
is planning on hosting a business
plan contest between the 16 BC
communities in which the winner
will be granted a prize and a trip
to a gala event in the near future.”
says Patricia Moore, regional coordinator and trainer.
Individuals taking part in the Aboriginal BEST training program began with an information session in
Skidegate on September 17th and

another in Old Massett on September 15th. The following sessions
will likely run on the weekends
until November.
“The contract is for one location,
however, Haida Gwaii Community
Futures would like to take an all-Islands approach and offer it in both
the North and South end,” said Art
Lew, General Manager for Haida
Gwaii Community Futures.
For more information on the program or if you would like to register, please contact Patricia Moore
at 250-626-7543 or email
pam@mhtv.ca. •

L

ucille Bell, Old Massett Community Language Facilitator,
is working with a group of
naaniis and jaadaas to raise money
for a visit to the National Museum
of American Indians in Washington DC and New York this coming
December.
The group will be using the trip to
to gather information about Haida
artifacts, with an emphasis on the
intricate Haida art. The purpose of
the exchange is to bring together
our young women with the elderly Haida women to honour their
art. The group of ladies who will
be involved in the trip are carvers,
weavers, storytellers, regalia makers, singers and dancers. Many of
whom have not had the opportunity to see the work of their
ancestors.
The tour will include viewing over
2000 Haida treasures that have
been hidden in museums and private collections for hundreds of

HAIDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Monday to Friday - October 6, 7, 8, 9, 10
10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Old Massett Community Hall
POTLUCK DINNER
Friday, October 10 from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Old Massett Community Hall
[ everyone welcome ]
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by Florence Lockyer

years. The inspiration the ladies will
receive on the trip will enable them
to return to the Islands to create new works of art, individually
and together.
The project is only partially funded,
and the naaniis and jaadaas will
be actively fundraising for the
event. A raffle has been started
with some wonderful prizes like
a weaved hat, a weaved basket,
a weaved purse, argillite jewellery, vests and a Raven’s Tail purse.
There will also be a Pancake Breakfast at the Haida Rose Café on
Sunday, 28 September.
The ladies are looking for all the
financial support they can for the
trip and also requesting donations
of artworks for an Art Auction this
coming fall.
Lucille can be contacted by email
at heritage@mhtv.ca for more information on this trip and other
initiatives. •

Other Language Initiatives in Old Massett
Haida Language Nest
Tentative start September, 29 - Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday, 9:30-1:30, at the Family Center.
3-Dialect Haida Language Gathering
Ketchikan, Alaska, 3-5 October
SFU Language
SFU Language classes throughout the semester,
with practice on Monday nights at the Family
Center.
7

T

hink of the number of times
you have been asked for
your address? On envelopes,
school forms, applications, and
even raffle tickets. All these things
require us to identify an address.
During the fight for Lyell Island, the
Council of the Haida Nation determined that identifying the province
on our addresses was detrimental
to the cause and as there was no
formal agreement of the Haida Nation coming into Canada using BC
is then to accept the colonial rules
of the crown.
With the omission of BC, debate
ensued, but according to Canada
Post, what they use to deliver the
mail is the postal code not the provincial initials and they are not necessary for mail to be delivered.
There are a few local people who
use Haida Gwaii in their address, on
their letterhead and in other documents. Many still do not. Arnie
Bellis, Vice-President of the Haida
Nation once said that using BC
(two little letters) can be detrimental to the process of our Rights and
Title case.
When Rights and Title are finally
acknowledged and the affiliation
with the country of Canada is defined, the correct address will be
Haida Gwaii, not BC.
All Island community members,
organizations and citizens of the
Haida Nation are encouraged to
use Haida Gwaii as an address
identifier; but make sure you add
the postal code, just in case... •
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Young dancers at the
Rediscovery dinner.
Photo courtesty Allan Wilson.

REDISCOVERY:

If

a short history

you want to get to the Haida

by Jenny Nelson

Gwaii Rediscovery camp, get-

Precarious footing, backpack and gumboots on slippery kelp and rocks, the crunch of gravel further up,
the Elders’ house at one end of a long and silent village, marked by house pits, leaning posts. Regroup.
A mossy log across the path is a fallen pole. Walk
carefully. Stay on the path.

ting out of town is the first big
step toward Taalung Slung,

Lepas Bay on the northwest coast of
Haida Gwaii. Backpacks, a small crowd

The path leads between two house pits into the forest;
light dims. On an ancient trail, around a storied hill,
under and over and over again. Then trees thin at the
sandy banks of a river, open to a vastness of sand and
sea and sky. Over the cliff or around, small islands,
jutting pillar rocks, Taalung Slung, the meadow camp.

on the docks, boat smells, kids clamber
on board, farewells. Out of Masset harbour, out the inlet past Yaan, miles of
grey sea in our wake. Past the wide, wide

Haida Gwaii Rediscovery is rooted in the wild spaces and ancient village sites of Haida Gwaii and it is
shaped by the needs and strengths of Islanders. It has
been nourished and supported for 30 years by the will,
hard work and generosity of all Island communities,
especially Old Massett. If you ever stop to wonder if
it’s all worth it, you just have to see the children
coming back from camp – faces clear, eyes shining,
big grins.

mouth of Naden Harbour, past seagull
rocks, a seal, Pillar Rock. Perry Pass,
North Island, Daedens, Henslung Cove;
and to the left, Kiusta.
8

REDISCOVERY: 30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

A young Haida suddenly appeared
out of the forest.

We’ve had some great celebrations. People still
laugh about the Academy Awards at the World Premiere of the film, ‘The Eagle’s Gift” in 1984, featuring celebrities like Michael Jackson, Tina Turner and
the Supremes. The 20th was an extravagant cultural
exchange – a three day party – the torchlight parade
through the village to the firepit, a huge cultural sharing of story, song and dance. The 30th was a celebration of all of the people who have made Haida Gwaii
Rediscovery happen over the years.

“Whatcha’ doing?”, asked
Lawrence Jones.
“Digging clams. What’re you
doing?”

Rediscovery is a child of place and time; the idea,
fed by many people and events. In the early 1970’s
environmental awareness and political activism was
spreading. On Haida Gwaii the Haida already had a
long history of political activity to protect their lands.
There was an influx of young people to the Islands,
looking for adventure or a place to settle. There was
a sudden wave of building, people and cars as the
Department of National Defense moved into New
Masset. Logging and fishing were the main industries. Drinking and partying were prevalent in all Island
communities. Many children were at risk.

“Watching you.”
Lawrence invited him to eat 		
with them at the camp.
After a few days working at the dig, Huck hiked over
the cliff into Lepas Bay and fell in love with the place.
With permission of the Massett Band Council he began to build a Navajo Hogan from the driftwood
there. Huck finally made it to Alaska, but returned the
next spring to complete the small cabin.

Old Massett was at an economic downturn after losing ownership of so many fishboats in the 60’s, but
there was a renewed interest in Haida culture. Robert
Davidson had erected a totem pole in Old Massett.
People were concerned that “everyone just stayed in
town these days”. There was talk of going out on the
land. Reynold Russ, then Chief Councillor, remembers
discussions of an out of town summer camp with Rosa
Bell and the Massett Band Council.

Project Kiusta was the precursor of Rediscovery. Thom
says that he would never have thought that a camp
could be run in such isolation. With the project staff
and the frequent visits for ‘tea with Huck’ from the
Haida Studies students he had lots of chances to see
how eager they were to learn and how happy they
were by just being out there. The Band Council and
others came out for the day to see the Kiusta dig.

At the same time a few young Haida were exploring
the islands and learning more about their traditions.
Claude Davidson began a dance group for young
people. At the highschool, Kathy Bedard had initiated
classes for Haida Studies. On Haida Day students fundraised for a trip to the recently established archeological dig at Project Kiusta.

The idea grew, fed by conversations with Guujaaw,
Dan Helmer Jr. and John Yeltatzie, with elders, with
Paul George who advocated environmental education,
and with many others. The idea grew. Give children
the chance to personally experience untouched wilderness and to explore Haida history and traditions.
For many it would be a personal experience with their
own family history.

At Kiusta, several Haida youth were working at the dig.
These are the people Thom Henley (Huck) met, when,
bound for Alaska, he was turned back by rip tides and
wind at Learmount Bank. Following the Langara lighthouse beacon he made his way back to the first refuge
he could find. At Yaku, exhausted and in pitch dark, he
crawled under an overhanging log. In the morning he
awoke to a huge eye staring down at him, carved in
the fallen totem pole where he’d sheltered. Hungry, he
walked the shore to the clam beds and began to dig
for his breakfast.

Rediscovery was named around a kitchen table in
Old Massett, at the home of Dulcie McCallum, public health nurse. Some earlier supporters were: Vicki
Sexsmith (Bragan), then Director of Human Health &
Resources; Eloise Jones and Roberta Swanson of Haida
Counselling and Legal Assistance Society, Dr. George
Deagle, Wanagun, Guujaaw, Judith Kerr, David Phillips,
9
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REDISCOVERY: 30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

Over the next few years, environmental and cultural
teaching games were developed, games that are still
favourites at the camp. One summer there were kayak
trips to SGang Gwaay llnaagaay. Huck left in 1985. Rediscovery continued.

John Broadhead, Jenny Nelson and the councils of Old
Massett and Skidegate. MP Jim Fulton helped to
obtain the crucial three year start-up funding.
Nineteen seventy-eight was the first Rediscovery summer and had 32 participants -15 were from Old Massett, three from Masset, two from Port Clements, six
from Skidegate, four from Queen Charlotte and two
from Tlell.
The very first group was Marvin Williams, Ricky Wilson,
Bonny Smith, Betty Jean Boyko, Rita Pages, Shannon
Weller and, the camp’s first Stone Ribs, Ronnie Durance and following there were Daryl Yeltatzie, Jimmy
Weaver, Patrick Davis, Liam Davis, Sheldon Moody,
Joan Moody, Ronnie Stewart, Myrna Williams, Mike
Hezoux, Fred Nelson, Dalbert Davis, Rollie Williams,
Larry Edgars, Norman Russ, Ted Williams, Lionel Samuels, Romay Edgars, Julie Edgars, Donna Jones, Mary
Jones, Sandra Hilder, Mary Ness, Maggie Veri, Gene
Davidson and John Davidson.
The first session began in July, 1978, but it wasn’t until
the Elders came out that Rediscovery was validated for
the community. In 1981, a boatload of Elders came
to Kiusta to celebrate the Elders’ Longhouse that had
been built for them the preceding fall.
The images that come to mind are Alfred and Rose
Davidson with their granddaughter; Naaniis Emma
Mathews and Ida Smith cooking chitons on the fire
at Kiusta. Naanii Ethel Jones sitting on a log, bare feet
in the sand; Naanii Nora Bellis hamming it up with a
chainsaw; and Naanii Louisa Dixon in a cowboy hat in
front of the Hogan.
Haw’aa to the Elders who christened the Elders’ Longhouse by their presence in 1981, and to the Elders
who have, since that time, shared their skills and stories and enriched children’s lives.
That same year the northwest coast of Haida Gwaii
was declared a Haida Tribal Park by the Council of the
Haida Nation, “…as a means of insuring that Haida
cultural identity will be sustained through successive
generations. Duu Guusd is not just a land we inherited
from our ancestors, but one which we borrow from
our grandchildren.” - Council of the Haida Nation
In 2008 the province of BC also designated Duu
Guusd as a conservancy.
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One year in the late ‘80s, there was no money. The
Old Massett Chief Councillor at the time suggested
going door to door for help. The camp survived that
year on fundraising, donations of supplies and equipment and a volunteer staff.
Guides have taken over a thousand children hiking to
amazing places down the west coast. Rediscovery is
now the longest, continually-running youth program
on Haida Gwaii, yet the never ending financial struggle continues as operation costs rise.
The power of place, of Kiusta and Taalung Slung, is
very strong. This can still be seen in the way the eyes
of former campers of any age light up at the mention
of their names. Youth have had the chance to share
places with wild beings, to practice respect for land
and sea and to gain self-respect through their efforts.
This precious part of Haida Gwaii is a place for Island
youth to go in perpetuity to always know the Islands
they way they once were, and to know – in the most
powerful, experiential way possible – what it means to
be Haida.
There are now two Rediscovery camps on Hadia Gwaii
– Taalung Slung in Duu Guusd and Swan Bay in Gwaii
Haanas. Our children now have the opportunity to
explore both ends of the Islands, and both Massett
and Skidegate cultures. The Rediscovery International
camps allow this gift to be passed to other children in
other places, to rediscover their own wilderness and
culture. Rediscovery has been recognized as one of
the world’s best examples of reconciliation between
aboriginal and non-aboriginal people. We are all richer
for it.
Haida Gwaii Rediscovery survives and thrives because
of so many of us. Haw’aa. Thank you, with all honour and respect and gratitude, to all of those who
have supported the camp during the last thirty years.
Haw’aa to: directors, sharing fishermen, funding
sources, staff, watchmen, volunteers, and to our
Island Communities for their continued support
and good will. •

It’s just the Beginning!

T

by Kwiaahwah Jones

en o’clock Saturday morning August 23,
2008 the road was blocked off from Jag’s
Bean Stalk to the Haida Heritage Centre at
Kaay ‘Llnagaay. The clans of Haida Gwaii
led by the Skidegate Children’s Dance
Group and the Hltaaxulang Kud aa Kaajuu (Skidegate
Adult Dance Group) dressed in Haida haute couture
marched bearing clan markings, showing who they
were and where they came from.

Creating a large circle and bearing flags of their clan
crests, signs and other items serving the function of
identifying who they are and where they come from.
All in unison the clans sang what is known as the
Haida National anthem, or the Lyell Island song.
August 23, 2008 will forever mark the day in which
the Haida Heritage Centre celebrated its grand opening. The clans marched together to host the opening
and partake in many more events to come.

Approximately 300 people marched clan-by-clan into
the gardens of the Haida Heritage Centre and gathered in front of the 52,000 square foot complex.

Next, three canoes were officially launched, the first
canoes made in Skidegate since the creation of Lootaas in 1985. Appropriately the Lootaas and Looplex
joined the canoes coming in to land on the beach at
Kaay ‘Llnagaay. Each canoe was named and presented.
Garner Moody named his canoe The Spirit of Rediscovey. This sleek canoe was carved with P.J. Ellis, Matthew
Ridley, Bert Crosby, Tony Greene, Sylvia Young. The

Above: About 300 people participated in the clan
parade which began the day of celebration at Kaay ‘Llnagaay. Chief Niis Wes, Ernie Wilson, with Mike Gravelle
and Ron Williams pause for a photo.
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design is by Tony Greene and carpentry was completed by Mark Yaroshuk.
Billy Bellis named his canoe Bears Awakening and was
assisted by Robert Vogstad and Tyson Brown.
In the dark of night, Gujaaw with Jaalen Edenshaw
completed the largest of the three canoes and named
the vessel T’aa which translates as a small black chiton.
Again, Mark Yaroshuk built in seats and gunnels. Other
helpers include Tyler York, Tyson Brown, Mark Yurochuk, Walker Brown, Jim Hart, John Broadhead and
Robert Davidson who provided advice on the design
motif.

Bears Awakening

The opening ceremonies commenced after the canoes
landed on the beach at Kaay ‘Llnagaay. Many speeches were given and then a cedar bark rope was held by
sixteen officials from the Haida Nation, Gwaii Haanas
National Park Reserve, Skidegate Band Council and
representatives from the government of Canada. The
cutting of the rope officially marked the opening of
the Haida Heritage Centre at Kaay ‘Llnagaay.
A series of events followed: The Skidegate Children’s
group gave a lively performance, followed by the Hltaaxuulang Guud Ad K’aaju, revealing new songs and
dances. Then the Tluu Xaade Naay Masset Dance
Group followed with an explosive performance. During the dance performances, a new addition to the
Haida Gwaii Museum’s collection was unveiled: Reg
Davidson created a thirty- foot totem pole commissioned by the Canadian government. He carved it in
fifteen different cities while travelling across Canada
with the help of over 170,000 people who took their
turn carving on the pole during its creation. The pole,
named the Heart of Canada, was donated to the Haida
Gwaii Museum’s permanent collection. It now stands
in the pole gallery alongside three other beautiful
poles which were created in the late 1800s.

The Spirit of Rediscovery

T’aa
Top: Bears Awakening is the name of the canoe
carved by Billy Bellis with Robert Vogstad and Tyson
Brown. Middle: Garner Moody named his canoe The
Spirit of Rediscovey. This sleek canoe was carved with
P.J. Ellis, Mathew Ridley, Bert Crosby, Tony Green,
Sylvia Young. The design is by Tony Greene. Bottom:
Lead carver Guujaaw with Jaalen Edenshaw carved
this canoe, the largest of the three, and is named
T’aa which translates to small black chiton.
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The Haida Heritage Centre commissioned several new
works of art to be on display throughout the centre,
including: banners of each partner in the Haida Heritage Centre — Gwaii Haanas, Skidegate Band Council and the Haida Gwaii Museum. Three Haida outfits
of pre-contact clothing were created on a small scale
using Naaxiin, Raven’s Tail and shredded Cedar bark
techniques. Several hats and baskets, a cedar mat,
bentwood boxes, halibut hooks, a globe showing the
bear-salmon-tree story; a beautiful alder box, painted
silk banners, and the largest copper on the coast make
up the collection. The commissions were danced
by both artists, volunteers and staff of the Haida Heritage Centre. Each piece, as in Haida custom, was

Cutting the cedar rope marked the official opening of the Haida Heritage Centre at Kaay ‘Llnagaay. L-R: Bill Fisher,
Director General - West, Parks Canada; Len Munt, District Manager, Ministry of Forests representing Premier Gordon
Campbell who was delayed by weather; Nathalie MacFarlane, Curator, Haida Gwaii Museum; Kilsli Kaji Sting, Miles
Richardson, CEO, Haida Heritage Centre; Ken Rea, Chair, Gwaii Trust; Willard Wilson, Chief Councilor, Skidegate Band
Council; Percy Williams representing Chief Niis Wes, Ernie Wilson.

celebrated and brought to life by dancing and
celebrating itself.
Dinner commenced after many events and the Skidegate Band Council staff provided a rich meal of Haida
Gwaii’s finest seafood to over 800 people.
After dinner Sinxiigangu (Sound of Gambling Sticks) a
Haida play put on two sold-out shows in Gina Guualth
Junaay (Performing House, Haida Heritage Centre).
The play is a tale from a southern storyteller about a
young man who gambles and finds himself with very
little left, losing all he had to a supernatural cloud. He
regains his status with the help of the supernatural
one from the sea, Sinxiigangu, providing a spectacular
play presented fully in Haida or Xaada Kil.
As the evening wound down the Haida Heritage
Centre’s staff and volunteers, performers and all
who joined left feeling inspired and overwhelmed
from the days events. Over the next few days someone asked, “What are you going to do now that it’s
all over?” CEO Miles Richardson replied, “It’s just
the beginning!” •

Lyle Campbell from Old Massett was one of about
twenty-five vendors who set up inside and outside
at the opening.

13

Haida Laas - Newsletter of the Haida Nation

September 2008

This large deck built on to St. John’s
Anglican Church rectory was the
construction teams first project.
The building is now the temporary
location of the North West Community
College Trades Campus, Old Massett.

Building our future one level at a time.

NEW CONSTRUCTION IN OLD MASSETT

T

experience and on-the-job experience. Mark met
that criteria.”

he Old Massett Village Council and North
West Community College teamed up in July
2007 to begin the discussions of bringing a
Level One and Level Two carpentry course
to Old Massett. An agreement was made in
August, and the search for participants was on. With
overwhelming interest in the program, the selection
of students was difficult. The Economic Development
department knew they had to find a team that would
commit not only to themselves but to each other in
order to make this program a success. Most importantly, the program needed an instructor that would
fight to keep the team together.

In addition to hiring Mark, OMVC wanted to ensure
that future teaching opportunities for our Haida journeymen would be available, so a mentoring position
within the project was created. OMVC was fortunate
to have the late Herb Nelson, grandson of the late
Claude Davidson on our Carpentry team. Herb was
hired by OMVC to mentor with NWCC’s Mark O’Hare
in order to gain classroom instruction skills so that he
could take over level three and four. He was thought
of very highly by the students, and they all enjoyed
his hands on, practical, get to work approach. Herb
worked hard at organizing the projects and making
the right connections needed to get some of the finer
things done. Herb wanted to see the team succeed
and he made sure they had what they needed in order
to achieve this. Herb will be sadly missed by all of us,
and our hearts go out to his family at this time.

Instructor Mark O’Hare, formerly of BCIT, and Northern Lights College was hired in January 2008. “Mark
is an amazing carpenter, with a great deal of patience
and understanding. OMVC feels very fortunate to
have him working with us and we are pleased that
NWCC hired him,” said Patricia Moore, Economic
Development Planner for Old Massett. “We could
have insisted that NWCC hires local, but in the end
we wanted to be sure that the students were taught
by someone with a solid background in classroom

The program to date has been successful. A solid core
of twelve participants have graduated with their Level
One carpentry, and those twelve have enrolled in Level
14

Graduates of the Level One Carpentry course in Old Massett. There are now twelve students signed up for Level Two.
Front L-R: Daniel Parnell, Jeff Smith, Robert Williams, Quentin Baker, Murray Brown. Middle: Instructor, Mark O’Hare.
Back L-R: Colleen Williams, Larz Morrison, Roger Smith, Lee Russ, Casey Russ, Richard Matthews.
Missing: Lawrence Ouchan and Shaun Edgars.

Two. In addition to the carpentry program, the participants are also receiving training in building maintenance and mold remediation. The first phase should
be completed in February of 2009. The second phase
will consist of fine tuning the theory in a more hands
on approach and it’s expected to begin in March
2009.
Funders such as Coast Sustainability Trust, Gwaii Trust,
OMVC- Social Development, OMVC- Education, Skeena Native Development, St. John’s Anglican Church
and Service Canada have all committed to making this
project a success with their financial contributions.
Sharon Matthews, new owner of Bloom n’ Shoe, donated generously to the group a portion of the costs
for their CSA approved footwear. The support from
the community and funders has been overwhelming
and much appreciated.
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OMVC is committed to building a future for its membership. This project builds capacity within the community, creates an opportunity for the participants to
learn without leaving the community, and plugs some
of the leaks in our economy. In four years from now
we want to see these young men and woman building
our homes and community buildings. We want to see
them working in a career that they love. Traditionally,
all Haidas had a role to play within the community, we
had fishermen, carvers, steersmen, medicine people,
builders,etc. We are confident that this group will
excel at their new roles. We have had some growing
pains along the way, but in the end, each one of them
have truly made an investment in themselves and you
can see it. •
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Left: Keynote speaker Delores Churchill with
Primrose Adams.
Below: Christine Carty demonstrates technique to Bonnie Jones.
Far right: Evelyn Vanderhoop
discusses her Raven’s Tail cape with assistance from
Tiffany Vanderhoop.
Photos courtesy Roy Jones Jr.

Continuum: Kiiguxaay Kil Guhl Ga
by Kwiaahwah Jones

C

Haida weaving, like all Haida artistic practice, was
taught to us by supernatural beings. Since before anyone can remember we have been weaving, passed
from mother to daughter, auntie to niece, nunaii
to granddaughter. Weaving is one of the unbroken
threads to our ancestors. A short
twenty years ago you would
only find one or two woven hats
at a potlatch — today there are
countless.

reating discussion and generating ideas are
the focus of CONTINUUM, a series of events
designed to create dialogue about Northwest
Coast art. The communities of Haida Gwaii, Alert Bay
and ‘Ksan in Hazelton have all
produced events in collaboration
with the Bill Reid Foundation and
Arts Partners for this series.
Each community has created
an event around the continuum
of Northwest Coast art, where
direction was sought from upand-coming First Nations artists.
Portions of these events will contribute to a show planned to open
at the Bill Reid Gallery in 2010 in
Vancouver, named Continuum:
Vision and Creativity on the
Northwest Coast.

The first event was held on June
26th with approximately fifty people showing up at Gina
Guaalth Juunaay (Performing
House, Haida Heritage Centre) to listen to two presentations. The evening began with
April Churchill and focused on
Spruce root and Cedar weaving. She gave a passionate talk
on the importance of ethical and moral practice in
harvesting materials for weaving; outlining the rules of
Haida weaving; and encouraging innovation creativity and integrity. She also spoke of her naanii Selina
Peratrovich who was prominent in teaching many of
today’s weavers.

Twenty-three artists have been commissioned to create works of art that challenge the concepts of “traditional” and “contemporary” and will be displayed
at the show. Out of the twenty-three artists, five are
Haida, including Carrie Ann Vanderhoop, Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas, Jay Simeon, Dan Wallace, and John
Brent Bennett.

The later part of the evening was given over to Evelyn
Vanderhoop who shared her knowledge and scholarship about textiles and weaving and she talked about
her study of the origins of Naxxiin.

Talking about Northwest Coast art in general was far
too vast to for our two days, so the topic for the Kaay
events was narrowed down to Haida weaving.
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The first evening with April and Evelyn was a launch
to prologue the two day Kiiguxaay Kil Gulh Ga which
took place on August 16 and 17 at the Haida Heritage
Centre. Weavers, both Haida and others from all over
Haida Gwaii, Alaska and the mainland were present
and everyone contributed to discussions on the many
important topics surrounding weaving.

A panel of young, up-and-coming artists also spoke to
the gathering. Tiffany Vanderhoop, Lisa Hageman, Teresa May, and Leslie Williams all talked about why they
weave, who taught them, what they would like to do
in the future and the types of styles they worked in.
Evelyn Vanderhoop was the last speaker over the two
day conference. She provided interesting insight to
the weaving of Naaxiin. She shared personal stories
about creating items from full size Naaxiin robes to innovative pieces such as an elegant stole made for her
daughters wedding. She also talked with excitement
about the opportunity to study old blankets in muse-

After a welcoming by Haida Heritage Centre staff,
the rest of the morning provided time for weavers to
share their work, acknowledge who taught them, tell
stories that about making hats, baskets and clothing,
and open heartedly talk about why weaving is important to them. This deep sharing by weavers continued
throughout the two days.
The keynote speaker was Delores Churchill.
Delores received the First Peoples Fund
Community Spirit Award for excellence in
the arts in 2002, and in 2006 the National
Heritage Fellowship awarded Delores Life
Time Honours for her contribution to weaving on the Northwest Coast. Delores is
known all over the world for her weaving
skills; and she is the daughter and student
of Selina Peratrovich.
Delores spoke about her lineage and her
time spent with her mother learning how
to weave. She told excellent stories and
gave a presentation showing pieces she
had studied in museums around the world.
Issues around intellectual properties were
brought up: who may weave Haida style
and who may not? This time also opened
up interesting discussion around the marketing of
Haida art, appropriation, integrity, and ethics around
these subjects. Words carefully chosen and well
thought out provided insight into these complex issues, bringing much light to questions and answers.

um collections and showed many examples that were
made here on Haida Gwaii. She also brought up the
controversy that surrounded Naaxiin weaving, such as
the origins of and who has the right to weave it.
After two days of heavy conversation all who attended
felt inspired, invigorated and ready for more. The contributions made to the community dialogue have been
vast, and have provided a lot of depth and insight into
the livelihood of many of our artists.

Holly Churchill presented the complex process of
weaving shredded Cedar-bark clothing. When Holly’s
presentation was finished the day ended with a
closing prayer.
The next morning, Isabel Rorick, renowned Spruce
root weaver, gave a presentation on her livelihood.
Sharing photos of Haida basketry stored in museums
around the world, she pointed out fine details on hats
and basketry created by the old ones. She also challenged weavers to go back to weaving without a form,
the way the old Haida used to do it.
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Kiiguxaay Kil Guhl Ga opened a door to many more
doors of opportunity for weavers to come together
and do meaningful things. Kiiguxaay Kil Guhl Ga also
provided a time for people to talk about what’s in
store for the future for not only weaving, but the arts
of the Northwest Coast. •
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Concepts and
Definitions
cally it would be politically difficult for the Federal
Crown to extinguish Aboriginal Rights.

What are Aboriginal Rights and Title?
Aboriginal rights are practices, traditions and
customs that make up the unique culture of a First
Nation. These include the right of access to our
land for the basic reasons of food, shelter, etc. but
the courts also recognize an “inescapable economic
component”.
In the early 1970s, court cases confirmed the existence of Aboriginal Rights and in 1982 the Canadian constitution was amended to recognize and affirm
aboriginal rights. The change to the constitution did
not create or define any new aboriginal rights, rather
it recognized and affirmed already existing rights
that flow through our ancestry.
Even with the court decisions and changes to the
constitution, what those aboriginal rights were or
where they may exist was not spelled out since each
nation has different customs and traditions. Those
details are being defined with more challenges and
court cases. So far, these court cases have confirmed
that aboriginal rights:
- exist in law and are protected by section 35 of
Canada’s Constitution Act;
- include the right of aboriginal title, which is the
largest aboriginal right;
- aboriginal title includes the right to determine the
uses to which the lands would be put;
- may range from rights not intimately tied to a specific area of land, to site-specific rights, to aboriginal title, which is a right to exclusive use and
occupancy of land;
- are site, fact and group-specific, whereas aboriginal
title is area-based; and
- are not absolute. They may be infringed if the
Crown can “justify” the infringement through reasons such as protection of resources.
- The provincial Crown cannot extinguish aboriginal rights and title, although courts have held that
the federal Crown may do so only if the intended
action is clearly noted in the legislation. Practi-

What is Aboriginal Title?
The Supreme Court of Canada has referenced
aboriginal title in many decisions. As these decisions
begin to accumulate they are beginning to define
what aboriginal title is:
- aboriginal title is a communal right;
- aboriginal title is protected under section 35 of
Canada’s Constitution Act;
- aboriginal title lands can only be surrendered to
the federal crown and not to third parties;
- aboriginal title lands “must not be used in a way
that is not consistent with the nature of the group’s
attachment to the land”. In other words, on aboriginal title lands, we need to ensure that our
actions do not prevent future generations from
enjoying the same connection with the land.
What does constitutional protection of aboriginal
rights mean?
A nation’s constitution reflects the “national soul” of
a country, affirming the values that are important to
the citizens.
After s. 35 was added to the constitution, Canadian
courts considered previous court decisions and the
fact that aboriginal peoples’ use and occupation of
Canada predated the creation of Canada as a country. They have concluded that the purpose of s. 35
and aboriginal law is to reconcile aboriginal peoples’
prior occupation with the rest of Canada. Courts
have yet to rule that a specific aboriginal peoples
hold aboriginal title to specific tracts of land. Instead
they have indicated their clear preference for reconciliation to occur through negotiations.
Once agreements receive s. 35 protection, they gain
constitutional protection and cannot be infringed or
extinguished.
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The following recommended amendments to the Consitution of the Haida
Nation will be brought forward to the House of Assembly October 2008.

		

		
		

CHN Executive Committee
Recommended Amendments to the Constitution
August 6, 2008

Please note: italics denote an addition and a strikethough denotes a deletion.

Article 6 The House of Assembly
Article 6.S11 By petition and signature, submitted to CHN, one hundred –(100) voting eligible
Haida Citizens may call for a special House of Assembly. The Vice President of the
Haida Nation shall call and implement this House of Assembly no later than
thirty (30) working days of receiving the petition.
Addition:
A.6.S.11.a
Hereditary Chiefs’ Council determines whether there are grounds for holding a
Special House of Assembly.
Article 8
A.8.S.11

Mandate and Responsibilities of the Haida Nation
CHN shall establish election procedures which must be adopted by the
House of Assembly.

A.8.S.13.a
		

“The Secretariat shall be called “The Haida Tribal Society” “The Secretariat of 		
the Haida Nation”. This “Society” “Secretariat” will include representatives of the
Council of the Haida Nation, Old Masset Village Council and Skidegate Band 		
Council, and the Hereditary Chiefs’ Council. The Secretariat will report to the
Council of the Haida Nation and to the House of Assembly.

		
A.8.S.13.b
		
		

The Secretariat will administer the Haida Nation Treasury and Holdings and
manage the HaidaTribal Society programs and staff of the Haida Nation, as
directed by the CHN through CHN adopted budgets, policy and procedures
and motions.

Article 9
A.9.S.2

Composition of the Council of the Haida Nation
Regional CHN Representatives

A.9.S.2.h

CHN Regional Council Alternates may be called to sit in place of an elected CHN
Regional Council Representatives; except in the case where there are no other
candidates, the CHN Regional Council may appoint two (2) alternates.

A.9.S.2.g

Alternates for CHN Regional Representatives shall be the two persons receiving
the next highest number of votes.
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HAIDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Monday to Friday - October 6, 7, 8, 9, 10
10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Old Massett Community Hall
•
POTLUCK DINNER
Friday, October 10 from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Old Massett Community Hall

[ everyone welcome ]
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