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All in the family: (L-R) Herb Jones, Tony Jones, Illona Jones, Richard Jones and
Richard Roberts at the Skidegate Band Council’s pole peeling plant located at Ferguson Bay.
Tony Jones and Richard Roberts work at the pole peeling plant and
Richard Jones works for Taan Forest.
Story on page 11
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House Of Assembly – 2012
October 9, 10, 11, 12
Old Massett Community Hall
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Old Massett Youth Program Coordinator Harmony
Williams prepares a torch to illuminate the Tow Hill
Gala held this August.

ELECTIONS 2012
NOTICE FOR UPDATED MAILING ADDRESSES
TO ALL HAIDA CITIZENS
September 21, 2012
As per the Council of the Haida Nation Election Regulations, mail-in
ballots will be provided for Haida Citizens who reside outside the
voting regions of Old Massett, Skidegate, Prince Rupert and Vancouver.
If you have family or friends who would like to vote in the upcoming
election please contact the Council of the Haida Nation – Old Massett
office with mailing addresses. The mail-in packages will be prepared
by October 26, 2012 and ready to send out to all Haida Citizens who
have provided addresses.
If you require any further information please contact Chief Electoral
Officer, Miranda Young at 250-626-5252 or elections@haidanation.ca.

President
Box 98, Queen Charlotte
Haida Gwaii
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“Tonight was wonderful; it’s a first step
and hopefully this event will grow in
coming years,” said Harmony Williams,
Old Massett Youth Program Coordinator,
to the twenty guests in attendance at
the first Tow Hill Gala, held during the
August long weekend.
Recognizing the need for continued
community support for youth
programming, Ms Williams, joined by
Tarah Samuels and Youth Worker Kiefer

Signed,

Miranda Young,
Chief Electoral Officer

www.haidanation.ca

haidanation.ca
program reports : haida laas
links : diplomacy : agreements
government : working groups

Laughter Mask, 1973 by Beau
Dick

- it’s all good 2

DID YOU KNOW? The Federation of Law Societies
of Canada is recommending in its first-ever set of
national standards for admission to the bar that
all new Canadian lawyers possess knowledge of
aboriginal rights.

Ha Ha! – LoL!
Photo: William Neville

Council of the Haida Nation

First steps at
Tow Hill

Collison, hosted the event, which was
organized to facilitate dialogue around
the issues of programming for youth and
to thank those who have been supportive
of programming so far. Their invitation
was accepted by a good cross-section
of residents including local healthcare
professionals, and elected officials from
Old Massett, Masset, and Port Clements.
Tea lights, tiki candles, and live music
gave the Old Massett Tow Hill longhouse
an inviting atmosphere in which to
mingle, and dedicated volunteers served
hors d’oeuvres of crab-stuffed mushroom
caps, salmon, and bruschetta.
“I think this is the start of something
great – gatherings like this are an
opportunity for us to talk about our
[youth] programming and showcase the
motivated and innovative youth in our
communities,” said Ms Williams, who is
now in the process of brainstorming next
year’s event. •

Showcasing humour in modern indigenous art, the
exhibit Carrying on “Irregardless”: Humour in
Contemporary Northwest Coast Art opened at the Bill
Reid Gallery in Vancouver, September 12.
Tahltan artist, stand-up comedian and curator,
Peter Morin co-curated the show with Dr. Martine
Reid. The show presents the provocative works of 28
Northwest Coast artists through painting, sculpture,
drawings, masks, etchings, photographs, textiles,
jewelry and video installation.
At the opening a special appearance was made by
“Mercedes”, an infamous personality well known on
Haida Gwaii. Also in attendance were Beau Dick,
Skeena Reece, Norman Tait, Lyle Wilson, Drew
Hayden Taylor, Gwaai Edenshaw, and Reg Davidson.
The show runs until March 17, 2013. •
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Amos: Opposed to stupidity
but not development

Gerald Amos, chair of the Nanakila
Institute Society, which is working to
conserve and restore all resources in
Haisla and surrounding territory, had
an opinion piece published recently in
huffingtonpost.ca. In the story he speaks
to the proposed Enbridge pipeline project.
Following are a few quotes from the
article: “This is the largest and most
insidious threat to our culture that has
ever existed, with the possible exception
of the Canadian government’s violent
imposition of the residential school
system.
“We are not opposed to development.
But we are opposed to stupidity and
placing our homelands at terrible risk in
order to satisfy the insatiable greed of
the international oil industry. We do not
accept the Prime Minister’s claim that this
project is in Canada’s national interest,
and it is certainly not nation building, but
rather, planet destroying.” •

DID YOU KNOW? What do the Woodland
Caribou, Marbled Murrelet, Humpback Whale,
and White Sturgeon have in common? Environmental groups identified them as species-at-risk
threatened by the proposed Enbridge Northern
Gateway pipeline and tanker route.
On September 26, Ecojustice on behalf of the
Sierra Club, the Western Wilderness Committee,
the David Suzuki Foundation, Wildsight, and
Greenpeace Canada, filed a lawsuit against
the federal government for failing to protect
endangered species and failing to implement the
Species at Risk Act.
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Artists Jaalen Edenshaw and Tyler York are off for lunch after a
full morning of moving wood.

Monumental pole underway
Jaalen Edenshaw is moving wood.
Jaalen was chosen to carve the Gwaii
Haanas Legacy pole and is hard at it at
the Kaay Llnagaay carving shed. The
pole is being carved to mark the 20th
anniversary of the signing of the Gwaii
Haanas Agreement.
“I am really excited,” said Jaalen. “It
is an honour to carve this pole for Gwaii
Haanas. Our generation has benefited
from the work and sacrifice of those who
stood on the line, and those who worked
to protect Gwaii Haanas. I am very glad
to be part of this celebration.”
Tyler York is assisting Jaalen with the
carving of the pole; earlier in the process
of preparing the log for carving, Shaun
Peacock milled the log to shape.
Visitors are welcome at the site. The
transition from tree to sculpture can be

seen, with the excess wood already
removed from the back. The pole has
been turned over and is now facing right
side up; the design will soon be applied
and figures will emerge over the coming
months as carving proceeds.
The Gwaii Haanas Legacy pole is
scheduled to be raised in August 2013.

Choosing the artist
A six-person selection committee consisting of two Haida citizens, a Haida carver,
a hereditary chief and two Gwaii Haanas
staff members deliberated over several
applications. The proposals were put
before the committee, with no names
attached, so that the designs proposed
by the carvers were fairly evaluated by
storyline and design. •

HaiCo board has new director
HaiCo has a new board member. Paul Wates was
appointed to the board June 21, 2012 replacing Pat
McGuire who resigned this past year. Mr Wates is the
past chief financial officer of Seaspan Marine Group
and Arrow Transport. He is currently a financial
consultant and chairman of the board for Douglas
College. Mr Wates is a graduate of Simon Fraser
University, Banff School of Advanced Management
and the Harvard Business School.
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Finally ... no objection
by Valine Crist

On the day of her oral statement to the
Enbridge Joint Review Panel (June
13, 2012), Jenny Cross was informed
by the JRP’s process advisor that the
HlGaagilda Youth Dance Group (also
known as the Skidegate Children’s Dance
Group) would not be allowed to share the
choreographed dance performance that it
had prepared.
Ms Cross, who leads the dance group,
took the opportunity to explain the impact
and significance of the JRP’s decision
during her scheduled 10-minute oral
statement. “Our drums are silenced,”
she said. “We are heartbroken and very
disappointed that we have been deterred
from presenting our strong opposition to
the proposed pipeline by the JRP’s strict
rules and guidelines... The power of our
children’s statement is in their Haida
dancing and they just wanted to ensure
that our precious culture and the many
sea creatures, birds and animals, which
we hold in very high regard, had a voice,
too, through traditional Haida dance.”
Collaborating with White Raven
Law and Ms Cross, CHN requested
the Panel accept a DVD submission of
the performance as late evidence. In a
letter to the Panel, CHN asserted that
dance is an expression of Haida laws,
traditions and culture, and argued that it is
important for the Panel to recognize and
respect that songs and dance are part of
Haida legal tradition.
As part of the process of providing
evidence to the JRP process, Enbridge
had the opportunity to comment on
the video, and after reviewing it, the
proponent of the pipeline project
indicated they had no objections. On
September 19, 2012, the three-member
Panel announced its decision on the video
submission: “The Panel is of the view
that the dance performance recorded
on the DVD can be considered oral
traditional evidence. On this basis, the
Panel has decided to grant the request.” •

The Nation’s Business

Report from the Summer Session of the Council of the Haida Nation – August 29 & 30, 2012

A

ugust saw some pretty good weather here on Haida Gwaii,
and on two of those days the Haida Nation was inside doing
business at the Skidegate Community Hall. A very full
agenda for the CHN’s Summer Session covered the legal process
and direction of the Title and Rights file, an update from HaiCo
and its subsidiaries, and written reports from the CHN working
committees.
The Session came to order on August 29, at a little after 10:30
am. Those assembled voted in Allan Davidson and Percy Crosby
as co-Chairs and, after a few housekeeping items were taken care
of, Guujaaw, President of the Haida Nation, and Vice-president
April Churchill updated the Session on the Executive Committee’s
activities since the Spring Session.

With purpose
Guujaaw described the strategic direction
the nation is taking in negotiations with
the crown, the successes of the strategy
and the challenges still being faced.
While the Title Case was in abeyance (on
hold) the Haida Nation had been able to
work through many contentious issues
with the provincial crown. The federal
government was present at these talks
but their negotiators had no mandate
to reconcile.
The abeyance agreement, which put
the Title Case aside while negotiations
with the crown took place, was lifted in
June by the CHN. That action puts the
CHN in the position of being able to take
the Title Case back to court at any time –
however, since the lifting of the abeyance
the government of Canada has expressed
its desire to negotiate rather than litigate.
Before going back into negotiations,
CHN has laid down specific conditions
which would be benchmarks for tangible
gains.
The relationship of HaiCo to the
Nation is described in a document called
the “Letter of Expectations”. HaiCo was
established to keep the management of
business separate from the politics. This

is essential given the attention required
for making businesses successful and the
workload inherent in governing lands.
The nation is the only investor and the
Haida people will be the beneficiaries of
HaiCo businesses. Having established
HaiCo and a strong management team,
it is also necessary to formalize the
interplay between the corporation and
the nation.
Many of the subjects addressed by the
Executive Committee included updates
on current projects and processes. These
are projects and processes that have been
negotiated over the past few years and
are either being implemented or nearing
completion, eg: the Reconciliation
Protocol; the Independence Project;
the on-Island Renewable Energy
Initiative, which includes other Islands
communities’ energy requirements and
plans; Marine Planning; and, another big
one: Enbridge.
“Enbridge is a ‘war’, said Ms
Churchill. “This is a battle that we are
going to win. We are working with
other nations to beat this thing, and
we will, but we have to stay vigilant.”
Part of the ongoing pressure to stop the
proposed pipeline is the Haida Nation’s
5

involvement in the Joint Review Panel
process. Two sets of hearings took
place on Haida Gwaii this past year
and received evidence from individual
Islanders; the next round in the process is
the questioning of witnesses about their
testimony.
Both Ms Churchill and Guujaaw have
been called to answer other intervenors’
questions and will be questioned this
November in Prince Rupert.
The implementation of the
Reconciliation Protocol continues, and
development of the design of the new
integrated co-management system has
been the focus for the few months.
This task is being completed by CHN
and the province, and has required
the development of new processes
and procedures that integrate both
governments’ decision-making methods.
The work also requires the review of
CHN program-and-committee structures
to ensure integration of CHN objectives
at all levels.
All of the above initiatives and
processes take careful tracking to
ensure there is continuity between the
Constitution, the House of Assembly
resolutions, and Haida Nation
agreements. The tracking also ensures
that a policy or the contents of an
agreement do not contradict or override
one another.

The treasury
One of the goals of the Haida Nation is
to be economically self-sufficient and a
key to achieving that goal is instituting
a national treasury. A national treasury
would manage money that is the common
property of the nation.
At the Spring Session, an option for
the type of structure the treasury should
take was selected, and that option will
be coming to the House of Assembly
Nation’s Business - continued next page
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(October 9 – 12, 2012) for review and
adoption. “Option 2”, as it is referred to,
places the treasury under the Secretariat
of the Haida Nation, with oversight by a
Chief Financial Officer. One reason that
this option was chosen is that the cost of
operation would be significantly less than
funding a new department

Breathing easy
Managing the protected areas will take
resources and funding, and one way to
help fund these long-term requirements is
the sale of carbon credits, now called ‘Atmospheric Benefits’. Part of the Reconciliation Agreement earmarks the revenue
from the sale of Atmospheric Benefits for
management of the protected areas. The
Great Bear Initiative, of which CHN is a
part, has been working to have the assessments completed and the administrative
details ironed out, and it is expected that
the Atmospheric Benefits will go up for
sale this fall.

Tangled net
Haida, federal, and provincial governments are working together to create
marine plans for the waters surrounding
Haida Gwaii. There are four processes
currently underway: the Haida Gwaii Marine Use Plan, which is part of the Marine
Planning Partnership, or MaPP, process;
Gwaii Haanas integrated land-sea-people

CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE ETHNOLOGY OF
THE HAIDA
JOHN R. SWANTON

planning; the development of a management plan for the SGaan Kinghlas-Bowie
Seamount MPA (Marine Protected Area);
and the Pacific North Coast Integrated
Management Area (PNCIMA) initiative.
Although these four processes are
proceeding on different timelines, the
final plans will align with each other and
are intended to guide marine economic
activities, support traditional and cultural
use, and protect marine ecosystems.
The Haida Gwaii Marine Use Plan
is the local outcome of the broader
MaPP process (which also includes
Central Coast, North Coast and Northern
Vancouver Island) and is the sub-regional
plan for Haida Gwaii waters. The
Haida Nation and Province of BC are
developing the plan collaboratively, based
on the work of the Haida Marine Work
Group (HMWG) and the Haida Oceans
Technical Team (HOTT), and the advice
of the Haida Gwaii Marine Advisory
Committee.
Draft Haida Gwaii marine planning
documents will be presented to communities and stakeholder groups throughout the fall and winter 2012 - 2013.

It takes a lot of energy
The Energy Committee has a loaded
agenda. The Committee has been analyzing studies and assessments regarding
different types of power generating units,
which include biomass, wind, tidal, and
the potential of different types of heating

Containing information found nowhere else, Swanton’s
contribution is a resource that informs and provokes debate about Haida culture. Originally published in 1905,
the Council of the Haida Nation reprinted the text in
2004 with a new introduction and acknowledgement of
Haida contributors and translators in the first edition.
This 300-page clothbound book is a fine gift that will
endure many years of study. The proceeds from sales
support the work of the Council of the Haida Nation
and the books are available at the Haida Laas office,
Skidegate – $100 00
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technology. The analysis includes looking
at the potential spinoff benefits of each
technology, such as jobs, and the impact
each of those technologies would have on
the environment.
Funding proposals are in constant
development, and a recent successful one
is now funding an assessment of electrical
needs for south Graham Island. The
power grid serving the south end is fed
by electricity generated by hydropower
at Moresby Lake, but due to a decrease
in rainfall, the ability to create that power
has dropped by about 25%. The study,
in part, is looking at other options to
supplement this supply.
In addition to his CHN Energy
Committee work, the Committee Chair
also leads the Haida Gwaii Renewable
Energy Committee. This group consists
of the signers of on-Islands Protocol
Agreements (Queen Charlotte, Port
Clements, Masset, Sandspit). The group
is coordinating resources to develop a
comprehensive Islands-wide renewable
energy plan, which will contribute to
the selection of a technology that will
generate power for the north and south
grids. The intention is to reduce the
reliance of the Islands on diesel generated
electricity.
The Energy Committee Chair is also
a member of the Coastal First Nations
Renewable Energy Group, which is
working to build a regional renewable
energy plan. This project is in cooperation
with the province.

Vacuum sealed
The Haida Fisheries Program has
extended its existing Comprehensive
Fisheries Agreement into next year while
a new agreement is being negotiated
with the federal government. The new
agreement will be based on criteria that is
reflective of the current negotiations with
the crown.
Some big news is the acquisition
of Seapak in Masset by HaiCo, which

was initiated and organized by the CHN
Fisheries Committee. Funding for the
purchase was provided by CHN (down
payment) and a combination of lenders.
The seafood processing company was
started in 1995 by Debbie Beemer and
Ray Stephens and specializes in custom
processing and packaging for locals,
visitors and the sports fishing industry.
Seapak employs 11 people at peak
season, and Ms Beemer and Mr Stephens
will continue to manage the operation for
the next year. The Fisheries Committee
report noted that the business is currently
working at capacity and that a plan will
be developed to expand its processing
capacity.
Like all CHN programs, Haida
Fisheries is involved in communities in a
number of ways. This year they received
a request from Canoe Journey, a Swan
Bay Rediscovery program, to help out by
towing the Looplex canoe to Swan Bay.
By chance, the dive team was organizing
an abalone survey in mid-June and the
MV Haida Provider was able to tow the
canoe south. Haida Fisheries also assists
Massett’s Rediscovery Program each
year: staff and supplies are transported by
the Skilay on staff changeover days. The
Kiusta Watchmen also help the program
on participant changeover days.

Steering the canoe
Much of the Policy Committee’s recent
work has been preparing for the upcoming House of Assembly, and ensuring
that outstanding HoA resolutions have
been acted upon. Since the last Seasonal
Session the Committee has been involved
in the hiring a Citizenship Clerk, and
finalizing and posting the proposed constitutional amendments. The Committee
has also produced a single comprehensive
policy manual and finalized the Haida
Nation Citizen Registration forms.

Milling around
Bark is flying at the Skidegate Band

The Constitution of the Haida Nation states:
A.8.S2 – CHN shall strive for the full independence, sovereignty, and 			
self-sufficiency of the Haida Nation.
A.8.S4 – CHN shall protect the domestic and foreign interests of the Haida Nation
and Territories through long term strategies, negotiations, and steps consistent
with the objectives of the Haida Nation.
Council’s pole peeling plant, located at
Ferguson Bay. The plant, which is a joint
venture between the Skidegate Band
Council (70% ownership) and Taan Forest (30%), employs seven people, six of
which are Skidegate Band members.
Since startup a few months ago, the
crew has stockpiled enough poles to fill a
barge, which will be loaded and heading
to Vancouver in the first week of October.
“The pole project is going great,” said
Band Manager Babs Stevens. “We’ll be
upgrading the conveyor systems and this
will increase productivity at the plant.”
If you would like to see the operation
in action, contact Councillors Billy
Yovanovich or Remi Levesque at the
Skidegate Band Office.
General operations at Taan are
holding steady. At present, Taan has 16
contractors who are employing crews of
various sizes. The nature of the business
is seasonal, so the numbers change, but
the most recent figures show that 49% of
the people working for the contractors are
of Haida descent. At Taan Forest, 64% of
the company’s direct employees are of
Haida descent.
Manufacturing products from trees
rather than shipping off raw logs has been
on the CHN and Islands’ agenda for a
couple of decades, at least. Taan’s Vicepresident, Bob Brash, said that getting a
mill, or mills, up and running is important
and part of Taan’s plan, but at the same
time it will be an economic challenge.
“Not impossible,” he said, “but very
definitely a challenge. The core reality is
to find a sustainable business model that
will overcome the challenges of higher
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costs on Haida Gwaii.”
In the interim, Taan is experimenting
with custom-cutting cedar at a mill in
Vancouver. There have been three trial
runs so far, with two or three more in
the works, which are to be completed
by the end of the year. The wood is
Forest Stewardship Council certified and
Taan’s long-term plan is to increase the
selling price of this wood, and to rethink
distribution and wholesaling methods.
In doing so, the intent is to capture more
of the profit from all aspects of milling,
sales and distribution. By capturing more
profit, the operation of an on-Island mill,
or mills, becomes more feasible.

West Coast Resorts and the Haida
House at Tllaal
The season is now over for the five West
Coast Resorts lodges. With about 90%
of all guest spaces filled, the 2012 season
proved successful in that it was “relatively strong and steady”, and bookings
have begun for the 2013 season. The
Haida House at Tllaal also faired well in
its first season. The Sandspit Inn serves
mainly as a staging area for flights to the
lodges, thus revenue from outside sources
is small. Further development of business
plans for HaiCo’s two hotels will be in
the works this winter with attention being
paid to capital improvements and increasing the numbers of guests.
A call for a logo to support the
rebranding of the WCR suite of
companies was made this September. The
new look, which will be used in WCR’s
fall marketing, is intended to better reflect
Haida ownership and heritage. •

Haida Laas - Newsletter of the Haida Nation

SEPTEMBER 2012

Tsunami debris: the facts, fears, and future
by Valine Crist
Photos: Chris Ashurst

On March 11, 2011, a 9.0 earthquake
struck Japan, taking 16,000 lives and
injuring approximately 6,000. Two
more consequences of the quake were
one of the largest nuclear disasters in
history and a catastrophic tsunami that
hit communities of Japan up to 10 kms
inland.
The tsunami swept up an estimated
five million tons of material – 1.5 million
tons of which is still adrift in the Pacific
Ocean. Most of the debris was picked
up by the wave as it swept back into the
ocean, and exactly where, when, and
how much of this debris will land on our
shores is unknown.
The path that the tsunami debris is
traveling is a captivating story and has
gained some media attention. Most
people have seen photos of beaches
scattered with garbage, images of
large items floating near beaches, and
government officials in helicopters,
gauging the situation. Even with this
attention there are still very important
issues around the debris debacle that
have not been represented. The volume
of the debris field is one major concern
for coastal communities, but invasive
species, attached to the debris, is another
that people need to prepare for. Being
prepared is going to be key.
The debris drifting in from the Pacific
Ocean has coastal communities facing
another related issue – that being the
introduction of invasive species into
local waters, through ships discharging
ballast water. Oregon State recently had a
dock float ashore (one of three that were
thought to be somewhere between Japan
and the west coast), carrying with it a
number of foreign plants and animals.
The Harley Davidson motorcycle that
washed ashore on Haida Gwaii had some
foreign species clinging to it, but it is the
larger structures, like the dock in Oregon,
that are most likely to carry invasive
species.

Floats, boats, and appliances are among the many
types of material washing up on the shores of
Haida Gwaii.

Scientists inspected and sampled the
dock and were surprised at the diversity
and quantity of species still attached
and thriving after its journey across
the Pacific. The dock had an intact
community of Asian species of common
sea life, like barnacles, and more
threatening species like the European
blue mussel (Mytilus gallaprovincialis),
Asian shore crab (Hemigrapsus
sanguineus), Pacific Northern seastar
(Asterias amurensis), and Asian brown
seaweed (Undaria Pinnatifida).
Often used in sushi and miso soup,
Asian brown seaweed is also considered
one of the top 100 invasive species

around the world. Sometimes referred
to as wakame, in the wild this plant
interferes with or replaces native algae,
thereby affecting local food chains. The
dock that landed in Oregon was covered
in the brown algae, but because of the
sandy shoreline, the 150-ton structure
was successfully removed from the water
and then scraped and torched to clear it
of all non-native species. Residents were
fortunate in Oregon, but in Alaska it may
be a different story. The rocky, expansive
Alaskan coast is the seaweed’s ideal
habitat, which has some marine experts
stating that it is not a matter of if but
when this marine plant will arrive and
take hold.
On the west coast, the state of Oregon
is leading the way in preparing for the
tsunami debris by developing outreach
and education programs and extensive
monitoring systems to reduce the impacts
of the incoming material and invasive
species. The state is also collaborating
Tsunami debris continued next page

DID YOU KNOW? The Old Massett Village Council has been monitoring radiation levels in marine plants, local and offshore fish, water, local milk, and debris
found on Island beaches for the past year. To date, only background levels of
radiation have been detected. The term “background level” refers to the usual
amount of radiation present in the environment. Anyone with questions or concerns can contact John Disney, Economic Development Officer for Old Massett:
250.626.3337.
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with national programs, oceanographic
research centers, educational institutions,
and volunteer groups to make sure that
everyone knows their roles in dealing
with the flotsam and jetsam.
Monitoring the refuse in the ocean and
on the beach is key to being prepared.
The BC Ministry of Environment has
created a committee of government
representatives and volunteers to help
respond to the debris coming at us. The
province states that, “No one agency
or group has the sole responsibility
or jurisdiction for responding to this
challenge. It will require the resources
and collaborative efforts of all.”
Pieces of the debris field have been
arriving on Haida Gwaii beaches since
the tsunami, and substantially more is
expected to come ashore with this year’s
fall storms. An update on this growing
problem is expected soon when the
BC Ministry of Environment releases a
formal tsunami debris response plan. •

Japan offers
assistance
Recognizing the magnitude of debris
expected to arrive on Canadian and US
shores, the Japanese government has
offered to help pay for some of the clean
up. With no legal obligation to do so,
this is a noble offer by the country that is
coping with the tragic, ongoing effects
of the earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear
disaster. In the announcement earlier
this month, Japan views this as a way of
giving back, and “expressing appreciation
for the outpouring of support following
the disaster”. The Japanese government
will release an official assistance plan by
the end of September. •

Photo: Gregor MacLennan

Tsunami debris from page 8

(L) Ampush Ayui Chayat and Puwaanich Kintul
Antich of the Peruvian delegation listen a presentation at the Talisman annual general meeting held
this past May in Calgary.

Good news: Talisman Energy pulls out
by Valine Crist

“We are the owners and title holders of this land,
the original people of this territory. No outside
person or company may enter our territory by
force or without prior consultation, without
asking us, the owners. We will never offer up our
natural wealth so that [oil companies] can extract
our resources and contaminate our land.”

That was the response from Mr Peas
Ayui, President of the National Achuar
Federation of Peru, after he received
a phone call in the remote Amazon on
September 13, 2012, with the news that
Talisman Energy was withdrawing from
further oil exploration and drilling in
the region.
Talisman started drilling in 2004 after
they discovered 41 million barrels of
oil in the heart of Achuar territory. The
company is one of five that recently
decided to cease activity, due to the vocal
and categorical opposition from the
Achuar peoples and increased pressure
from human rights organizations and
Talisman shareholders. The four other
companies are Arco, Repsol, Burlington
(ConocoPhillips) and Oxy [Occidental
Petroleum].
Mr Ayui went on to say, “Because
of the oil industry’s social and
environmental track record, we have
dedicated ourselves to this cause so that
Talisman would leave our territory …
9

Our mission, our vision, was to force
Talisman out of our territory given the
negative precedent they had. Now we’ve
achieved this, but it doesn’t end here, we
have to remain awake.”
As part of a solidarity movement, in
May of this year a delegation of three
Achuar visited Haida Gwaii. They were
welcomed with a dinner and fundraiser
hosted by the Tluu Xaadaa Naay Dance
Group, picnicked at Taaw Hill with
Guujaaw and several other Islanders,
and enjoyed local cuisine at Roberta
Olson’s, in Skidegate, with Island leaders.
Haida Gwaii was the delegation’s last
destination on the Canada-wide tour,
which included a stop in Calgary where
the Achuar attended the Talisman Annual
General Meeting.
The tour proved to be an empowering
experience for both the visitors and
hosts. Mr Ayui is very grateful for the
delegation’s time in Canada and on Haida
Gwaii. “I thank you and our allies for
standing with us in solidarity to confront
this problem. It brings me great happiness
to have achieved what we set out to do…
We ask that our allies do not forget us
and do not leave us, because they are
supporting us legally and standing in
solidarity. ” •
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As Islanders know, there are many
reasons why resistance to Enbridge’s
Northern Gateway pipeline proposal
is growing. For us, it is cultural, social,
economic, and environmental. And, as
mariners know, one of the most pressing
threats to the ocean environment is the
introduction of non-native and invasive
species through ballast water. The 225
oil supertankers proposing to navigate
the windy and narrow Douglas Channel
bring with them a big problem in the
form of ballast water.
Ballast can be either a solid or liquid
substance that is brought on board a
vessel to regulate its stability. Water is
the most common type of ballast used
today. To help keep the ship balanced
and safe, water is pumped into tanks and
then discharged en route or when the
vessel reaches its destination. Weather
conditions and the type of cargo the ship
is carrying determine how much ballast
is taken on board. Although it may seem
harmless, taking water from one place
and discharging it in another is an act
that can be detrimental to the marine
environment.
Thousands of marine species, which
include micro-algae and bacteria, are
carried in thousands of gallons of ballast
water through Haida Gwaii waters
each year. This passage subjects the
environment to the risk of introduced
and invasive species – a risk that will
only increase if the proposed Enbridge
project is successful. It takes about a day
for a supertanker to discharge and fill the
200,000 m3 of ballast water it carries, and
the Canadian Shipping Act requires this
exchange to occur at least 200 nautical
miles offshore, however regulatory
monitoring of this activity is difficult.
Non-native species not only harm the
environment, but can also jeopardize
marine-based economies and impact
human health by out-competing local
species, which then affects the balance of
local ecosystems. Environment Canada
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Ballast water is pretty deadly

The Zebra mussel is a notorious invasive culprit that has had great impact throughout the Great Lakes and
inland waterways of eastern Canada and the US. The mussel can disrupt aquatic ecosystems by crowding out
native species and clog water intakes, fouls boat hulls and engine cooling water systems.

is exploring options to treat ballast water
in the hopes of reducing these risks; one
treatment method is a combination of
hydrogen peroxide and peracetic acid,
which may effectively kill foreign marine
species. But chemical treatments also
pose problems with disposal of the refuse,
as the chemicals are highly corrosive and
toxic. Hot water has been used to kill
marine organisms, but is less effective at
eliminating the microorganisms in ballast
water.
There are several examples of
introduced and invasive species throughout North America and each one has
resulted in a shift of local ecosystems and
affected nearby communities reliant on
the ocean.
Sea lampreys, an eel-like fish, were
introduced to the Great Lakes in 1940s
and 1950s and were a major factor in the
collapse of the whitefish and lake trout
fisheries.
Zebra mussels are a small, freshwater
mollusk introduced to North America
in the mid-1980s. They colonize rapidly
and have spread throughout the Great
10

Lakes and inland waterways, damaging
infrastructure such as water filtration,
marine docks and power generation
facilities, to the tune of millions of
dollars.
Green crabs have invaded coastal
communities from Africa, to Australia,
and North America’s Pacific and Atlantic
coasts. Feeding on clams, mussels, and
oysters, the crabs are a threat to native
ecosystems and known as ‘efficient
predators and colonizers’.
There have been several invasions
in the San Francisco Bay. One of the
most recently recorded was invasive
zooplankton (copepods and mysids),
likely introduced through ballast water.
The introduced species became dominant
and displaced the native species that had
been a primary source of fish food. •
DID YOU KNOW? By international agreement
a nautical mile is 1,852 metres or 6,076 feet.

The Taan tour stopped to watch the loading of an off-road logging truck.

Out with the old and in with the new: 			
lessons from the Taan Forest tour
By Valine Crist

Once again, my job has me on the back
roads of Juskatla as I continue to learn
about forestry on Haida Gwaii. The last
time, I was with the CHN’s Stewardship
Planning Coordinator, Nick Reynolds,
who described in detail the development
and implementation of the Land Use Plan
and the work required in completing a
Cultural Feature Identification Survey.

This time, I am with 20 other Islanders
who have come out for a tour of Taan
Forest operations. Our guides for the
day are Bill Dumont, a board member
of HaiCo, and Taan’s General Manager,
Mike Richardson.
Taan manages 270,000 acres of forest
on Haida Gwaii, regulating harvesting
and the production and sales of specialty

DID YOU KNOW? Registered Professional Foresters (RPFs) are certified by
the Association of BC Forest Professionals. RPFs make decisions such as when,
where, and how to harvest and reforest areas. RPFs can apply for jobs in forestry management and forest ecology. Taan needs qualified individuals, from
loggers to RPFs. For information about training opportunities, contact the
HaiCo Skills Development Coordinator, Leslie Brown: 250.626.7370 or
leslie.brown@haico.ca
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wood products. With our generous
rainfall and long daylight hours, trees
thrive on these Islands. Because of this,
there is still the potential to generate a
multi-million dollar industry by logging
and replanting the land responsibly.
In the 1970s Mr Dumont worked for
Western Forest Products and lived in
Sewell Inlet for three years during the
height of the Gwaii Haanas conflict.
A Registered Professional Forester
for nearly 40 years, he is a font of
information on Haida Gwaii’s natural
history, ecology, and on-Island forestry.
He speaks from his personal and
professional experiences and shares many
forestry facts during the drive from Old
Massett to Port Clements, where we
meet additional tour guests arriving from
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Skidegate and Queen Charlotte.
Now a fleet of four white vehicles
navigating the gravel road, the tour has
four scheduled stops and our first is at
the Golden Spruce trail. Mr Richardson
begins with an overview of the types of
tree species found in the region and the
general characteristics of the forest. He
explains that Western hemlock is the most
common tree found on-Island, next is
Red cedar, with Sitka spruce and Yellow
cedar being the least common.
Our next stop is a logged cut block
just recently planted. Guidelines regulate
the number and type of species planted
per hectare. Each year, some 200 million
seedlings are planted throughout the
province, and from the time the practice
of reforestation began – approximately
60 years ago – seven billion seedlings
have been planted in BC. Taan Forest
planted half a million seedlings on-Island
this year – seedlings grown from seed
collected here, but reared in a nursery in
Telkwa, BC.
Planting cedar is especially important
on-Island, but the species is also one of
the most challenging to grow. “Planting
a cedar costs about $5 per tree, compared
to a spruce or hemlock which cost only
about $1 per tree,” Mr Dumont says. The
price difference is due to plastic fencing
required to protect the cedar seedlings
from grazing deer.
Our forestry conversations continue at
the side of the Yakoun River, where we
all enjoy a pleasant break and a robust
picnic lunch prepared by the Haida House
at Tllaal.
The next stop on the tour is a
38-hectare cut block, where Mr Richardson explains that of the 38 hectares,
only 22 hectares are to be logged, due, in
part, to Haida forest-values. Discussion
turns to the Haida Gwaii Land Use Order
that regulates logging practices above and
beyond provincial ministry requirements.
Mr Richardson confirms that among
many other considerations, there is a
minimum two-tree length buffer required
around any rivers. He adds that Taan does
not log near creeks and leaves a buffer of
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DID YOU KNOW? Dwarf Mistletoe is a parasite that lives on the stems and
branches of trees, absorbing the trees’ water and nutrients. On Haida Gwaii,
‘mistletoe’ is a threat to hemlock trees. As it grows into the tree, it opens the
bark which allow fungus to attack the tree and cause rot. The tree reacts by
growing very dense branches called “witches brooms”. More than 60% of all
the old hemlock trees in Haida Gwaii are infected with mistletoe.

Stuck in the middle with you
Back in July 2010, Haida Laas ran an article called Face-to-Face: Crafting
solutions while changing direction. That story described the work Colin
Richardson and Percy Crosby were involved in. These two Haidas were at the
forefront of integrating two ways of doing business – the Haida Nation’s and
the province of BC’s. It was, and is, a tough road, and over the past two years
some things have smoothed out, others have not. This story, Stuck in the middle
with you – the title lifted from a song by Stealers Wheel – updates us not on
the progress being made in the day-to-day work but on the toll that this work
extracts. This story, written by Percy Crosby, provides a personal view of life
inside “the system”.
My name is Percy Crosby. I am of
the Naa’Yuu’ans Xaaydaga, Jaaxwa
Gidinaay Gidins of Skidegate. I work as a
First Nations Liaison Officer.
The Oxford dictionary defines liaison
officer as “a person who is employed to
form a working relationship between two
organizations to their mutual benefit”.
• • •

trees around CMT’s (culturally modified
trees).
Our last stop of the day is at the
Ferguson Bay dryland sort where the
sun is hot and the horseflies are vicious.
This is where all logs coming in from the
forest are sorted – it is also the main site
of the Skidegate Band Council’s new pole
peeling plant. A joint venture between the
Band Council and Taan Forest, the plant
processes about 70 poles a day, and the
first barge load of poles will be shipped
out this month. A 55-foot pole is worth
about $365, and Mr Dumont says that
utility poles are a good product because
there is a steady demand for them and a
stable market value. Taan is very pleased
with how quickly the Haida crew has
become a working team, producing high
quality poles to industry standard.
It has been a long day, but questions
were answered, a lot of information was
exchanged, and we learned about the
12

The group made a variety of stops, including a
walk through of an old growth forest, observing an
active cut block, and a break on the banks of the
Yakoun River to enjoy lunch. At each of these sites,
participants were schooled in every stage of the
forestry process.

many aspects of a forest company. Taan
Forest organized the tour to share with
the public its management practices and
to show the reality of the new way of
logging.
Many Islanders worked to change the
way we treat the land. By adhering to
the Haida Gwaii Land Use Order, Taan
Forest is managing our resources to reflect Haida Gwaii’s shared vision and
values. At the end of the tour, the group
consensus was that ‘it’s not like the
old days’. •

The Haida have never signed a treaty
giving up Title to these Islands. We still
own this land and surrounding seas. And
when you are responsible for the place
in which you live, it is not easy watching
companies and other governments
remove hundreds of millions of dollars’
worth of resources, while the Haida are
barely getting by. It’s easy to become
and remain bitter. But we have to move
forward. We have to create a better life
and a better economy for the people of
these Islands and that means working
together – the Haida working together
through our national government, the
Council of the Haida Nation, and the
CHN working with the provincial and
federal governments.
How do you actually do that? How do
you work together when you have been
opponents for hundreds of years? How do
you build a relationship between cultures
that are in many ways alien to each other?
One way is with written agreements
between the parties – agreements that
have been negotiated.
The CHN has a Reconciliation
Protocol, a joint Strategic Land Use Plan
with the provincial government, protocol

agreements with Island communities,
and is working on a Marine Use Plan that
includes both Canada and the province
in the process. These agreements are all
important milestones, for sure, but they
are in and of themselves not enough to
change things “on the ground” – the way
things are actually done in the forest and
sea. For that, you need to implement the
agreements and you need joint decisionmaking between parties that often have
competing interests … and that’s where
liaison officers enter the picture.
I first started as a Liaison Officer,
following the Tree Farm Licence 39 (TFL
39) court decision. That decision ruled
that the Haida had not been properly
consulted before the license was sold to
another company. In part, to try to right
the wrong, the new company developed a
consultation program by hiring a Liaison
Officer, figuring that would take care of
the issue of consultation. In that position
I wasn’t really expected to have a great
impact – it was expected I would look at
cut block plans and rubberstamp them
– but I saw the job as an opportunity to

“

protect cultural resources that logging
companies had been destroying.
Well, you can image the licensee’s
surprise when they discovered that after
the first year 560,000 cubic metres of
forest had been set aside to protect Haida
cultural values. As a result, the licensee
blamed everything that went “wrong”
on the Liaison Officer program –
unemployed loggers, you name it. At the
same time that this was going on, there
were also those in the Haida community
who wanted to stop logging at any cost.
And they looked at what was being done
not as a positive – a protection of cultural
resources and less logging – but as a
negative, enabling the licensee to keep
logging! As a Liaison Officer your job is
to sort out differences and bring people
together, and when you are successful
– especially when you are successful,
which many people considered I was –
you often end up stuck in the middle.
I have worked with many licensees as
a Liaison Officer but for the past three
years have worked with the Ministry of
Forests, or Ministry of Forests, Lands,
and Natural Resource Development as
it is now called. I work in their office in
Queen Charlotte. I represent their house.
But I also represent the Haida house, not
only as a citizen, but also as an elected
representative of the Council of the
Haida Nation. There have been many
positive developments in the last couple
of years, as far as the reconciliation of
Stuck in the middle continued next page

I wasn’t really expected to have a great impact –
it was expected I would look at cut block plans
and rubber stamp them – but I saw the job as
an opportunity to protect cultural resources that
logging companies had been destroying.
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Stuck in the middle from page 13

differences between the Haida and the
provincial government is concerned. For
example, we now have joint decisionmaking in the form of a process called
‘the Solutions Table’ as well as a Cultural
Wood Program. The Cultural Wood
Program is one of the first examples of
two governments – Haida and BC –comanaging, and it’s unique in BC. But
there remain many challenges.
These last three years have tested me.
In the job you are constantly building
bridges, and a consequence of that
process is that somewhere along the line
you lose an ingredient needed to do the
job – it’s hard to put a finger on just what
that is. You know the surge protectors we
have in our houses to protect appliances
from shorting out or catching fire? You
know how they work? Well, basically,
they sacrifice themselves by absorbing
an electrical surge. And each time that
happens, the surge protector sacrifices
a bit of itself to prevent the surge from
reaching the appliance. And eventually …
they burn out. In a way, a Liaison Officer
functions in the same manner. Liaison
Officers are intermediaries and their job
is to communicate with both sides; they
don’t stand with one party or the other
and, as a consequence, they pay a price
for each step forward.
The Haida Nation is in serious
negotiations with other governments and
needs people in liaison positions. How
can we hope to understand each other,
achieve mutual respect and work together
without talking to each other? To do this
work there is no doubt you need a thick
skin, as there are still people who don’t
want this new governance process to
work – and that’s in both houses. Despite
the opposition, things have changed,
and, I believe, for the better. We are an
example to the rest of BC – the rest of
Canada. •
• • •

I have this dream. I am sitting next to a
chief. He doesn’t say anything, just looks
at me – and I’ll know I did good.

What the federal government is cutting
By Valine Crist

AAC distributed

The AAC determination was announced April 2012
by the Haida Gwaii Management Council. The
Council is: (L-R) Derek Thompson, Chair; Trevor
Russ,; Lindsay Jones; Darrell Robb; Allan Davidson

As many will recall, the Haida Gwaii Management Council spent about a year
studying a stack of information to calculate how many cubic metres of forest
could be logged on Haida Gwaii each year – the Allowable Annual Cut. Their
decision, 929,000 cubic metres, was announced in April 2012 at the Kaay
Llnagaay Heritage Centre and is a 48% reduction of the previous AAC.
Since then, citizens and forest companies have been waiting for Jim
Sutherland, BC’s Chief Forester, to decide how those 929,000 cubic metres will
be shared among two tree-farm licenses and one timber supply area.
Following is the breakdown of the decision:
• Tree Farm Licence 58 – (Teal Cedar Products Ltd.) now has a cut of
79,000 cubic metres per year, of which Red and Yellow cedar should not
exceed, on average, 32,000 cubic metres per year.
•

Tree Farm Licence 60 – (Taan Forest Inc.) has an allowable annual cut of
340,000 cubic metres, of which Red and Yellow cedar should not exceed,
on average, 133,000 cubic metres per year.

•

Timber Supply Area 25 – has an allowable annual cut of 512,000 cubic
metres, of which Red and Yellow cedar should not exceed, on average,
195,000 cubic metres.

The numbers add up to slightly more than the annual cut determined by the
Haida Gwaii Management Council because they apply to municipal areas, which
are not included in the management council’s AAC.
AAC’s are usually in place for ten years, but in the case of the AAC
determined by the Management Council, the Haida Nation and BC might revisit
it before then, based on the receipt of additional information that will provide a
more detailed picture the Islands’ ecosystems.
Members of the Haida Gwaii Management Council are: Derek Thompson,
Chair; Allan Davidson and Trevor Russ, representatives of the Haida Nation; and
Lindsay Jones and Darrell Robb, representatives of the province of BC. •
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With the shutting down of federal
penitentiaries, to the recent clampdown
on pharmaceutical drug research, the
country continues to see cuts coming
from the federal government’s 2012-2013
Budget Bill.
For some, the effects may be sudden
– like losing a job. Others may not feel
the impacts of these cuts until their next
doctor’s appointment or visit to the public
health agency (Health Canada lost $200
million in funding this year). Aboriginal
healthcare programs have also been
quietly struck: the National Aboriginal
Health Organization was suddenly
abolished earlier this year in addition
to the Native Women’s Association of
Canada, an organization committed to
the equality and holistic wellbeing of
indigenous women.
Both provincial and federal
environmental assessments have been
affected, which will see about 500 fewer
assessments across BC on applications
for businesses such as wind farms,
aquaculture ventures, and run-of-the-river
power projects.
Statistics Canada was dealt a heavy
hand and had to deal with significant
cuts, while fire protection programs have
been privatized and emergency response
centres closed. Parks Canada’s budget
has been considerably reduced and key
scientific research positions have been
eliminated throughout the country.
Earlier this month, the Honourable
John Duncan, Minister of AANDC
(Aboriginal Affairs and Northern
Development, formerly INAC)

announced substantial funding
changes for Aboriginal Representative
Organizations (AROs) and Tribal
Councils, in an effort to make essential
services and programs more ‘efficient
and effective’. The new model puts a cap
on core funding available to AROs and
Tribal Councils, with additional funding
coming on a project-specific basis.
AANDC states that, “Our new approach
will ensure that projects being funded are
better aligned with our shared priorities:
education, economic development,
community infrastructure, and other
initiatives that promote greater selfsufficiency in Aboriginal communities.”
The Assembly of First Nations (AFN)
is one organization that will experience
cuts and responded to the announcement
by stating, “First Nations advocacy has
been very clear. Critical services to First
Nations must not be impacted. We are
strongly opposed to any cuts that will
further harm the safety and security of our
communities.” The AFN said that all First
Nations organizations will be impacted

Tribal Councils are a collection of individual
Bands that voluntarily collaborate to provide programs and services to member Bands. Examples
of Tribal Councils in British Columbia include the
Okanagan Nation Alliance and Carrier Sekani
Tribal Council.

by this announcement and cited that their
overall funding has been reduced by 50%
in the last five years.
The Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs
(AMC) – representing 64 First Nations
and nearly 140,000 people throughout
the province – is another organization
that has responded to the cuts. The
AMC asserts that this is an attempt of
the federal government to silence First
Nations’ political advocacy. The AMC
has lost 80% of its core funding with
this latest round of cuts. Derek Nepinak,
Grand Chief of the AMC said that, “Not
in recent history have we seen such a
blatant attempt by a federal government
to silence the voice of First Nations
people.” •

More detail:
According to Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada:
Canada’s economic and social wellbeing benefits from strong, self-sufficient
Aboriginal and northern people and communities.
AANDC’s vision is a future in which First Nations, Inuit, Métis, and northern
communities are healthy, safe, self-sufficient and prosperous – a Canada where
people make their own decisions, manage their own affairs and make strong
contributions to the country as a whole.
Aboriginal Representative Organizations (AROs), such as the Assembly of
First Nations and the Council of Yukon First Nations, are national and provincial/
territorial bodies mandated by their members to represent or advocate for their
common interests. AROs are often involved with political advocacy, membership
liaison, policy development, and project implementation.
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HAIDA ACCORD
We the undersigned, who represent the Haida Nation as:
Hereditary Chiefs, Council of the Haida Nation, Old Massett Village Council, Skidegate Band Council
do commit to work cooperatively as a Nation to protect and enhance the well being of Haida Gwaii
and our people. In doing so, we agree:
1. The Constitution of the Haida Nation is the guiding document of Policies and Principles from which
we govern ourselves;
2. To uphold the Constitution of the Haida Nation encompassing Haida values in decision making;
3. To work respectfully and cooperatively to resolve internal conflicts and differences in a timely way,
internal to the Haida Nation;
4. The citizens of the Haida Nation collectively hold Title to Haida Gwaii and commit to go forward
as one Nation to share all lands, waters, and resources within our territory for the benefit of all
living Haida and future generations;
5. To protect Haida Culture and Heritage while providing for the economic needs of our people;
6. We will protect Haida Title and Rights of the territories of the Haida Nation;
7. To be accountable to the people by presenting factual reports and full financial disclosure
on all programs and services within the Nation;
8. To participate in the development of policies and strategies, to direct and support bodies assigned
specific tasks, and we will strive for full understanding and consensus in advancing our interests
within or outside our Nation.
Sworn this day
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